Liquid Gold: Thematic Unit for Year 5

Water Use at Home
Suggested Learning Intentions

Suggested Learning and
Teaching Activities

Children will:
• understand what a water source is;
• know some of the common uses of water in the
home; and
• use mathematics to solve simple, everyday
problems (UMaths)

Explain to the class that in this activity they will
explore:
• the importance of water in their own lives; and
• the importance of water in the lives of people in
other parts of the world.
As an introductory activity, invite the children to think
about how they use water. Encourage them to share
their thoughts using a Think, Pair, Share approach.
Following the discussion, focus the children’s
thinking on how they use water at home. Ask them
to close their eyes and think about the rooms in their
house. Invite them to guess which room uses most
water.
Demonstrate a bird’s eye view by drawing an aerial
outline of the classroom on the board. Next, invite
the children to draw a bird’s eye view of the main
rooms in their home. Encourage them to try to draw
the rooms in proportion to their size.
Ask the children to imagine they are water detectives.
Their task is to carry out a survey of where water is
used in their homes. Invite them to use the aerial
drawings of their homes and to highlight each place
where water is used. Ask them to insert a symbol
such as a water tap or the letter W to indicate on the
aerial drawing where water is used. Introduce the
term water source to the class.
As a home learning activity, ask the children to
count the number of water sources in each room in
their house and to calculate the total. Invite them to
present the results of their surveys to the rest of the
class. Discuss which rooms have the highest number
of water sources.
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Active Learning and Teaching Methods for Key Stages 1&2

THINK, PAIR and SHARE
Skills
•
•

Thinking, Decision-Making
Working with Others

What is it?
•

This activity prompts pupils to reﬂect on an issue or problem and then to share
that thinking with others. Pupils are encouraged to justify their stance using clear
examples and clarity of thought and expression. Pupils extend their conceptual
understanding of a topic and gain practice in using other people’s opinions to
develop their own. A Snowballing approach might be adopted to this methodology.

Implications for classroom layout
•

If a Snowballing approach is adopted, a large space might be needed for ease of
movement and interaction. Alternatively, pupils can work in pairs or groups of four.

How does it work?
1. The facilitator presents the class with a particular problem or issue.
2. Using a Post-Its Collection, pupils spend a period of time gathering their personal
thoughts on the question in hand.
3. Pupils then discuss their thinking and justify their opinions with a partner. They
should aim to be clear in their thoughts and consequent explanations, using
examples to consolidate their points.
4. The facilitator may wish to give pupils time-out at this juncture in order to allow
for peer assessment; pupils might feed back to their partners on how well they put
forward and justiﬁed their ideas.
5. Pupils might also be given a short period of time to embellish their information and
opinions before moving into larger groups of four.
6. A debrief afterwards may focus on the structure of pupil arguments, how opinions
were expressed and justiﬁed and what a persuasive argument consisted of.
7. As an extension activity, pupils might be asked to play devil’s advocate and to
present a persuasive argument which differs from their own true opinions.
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