Liquid Gold: Thematic Unit for Year 5

Buckets of Fun!
out an investigation. The investigation will measure
how far the children can carry water across the
playground. Instructions for the investigation are
included in Buckets of Fun (Resource E). The children
work in pairs for this investigation.

Suggested Learning Intentions
Children will:
• recognise that people are not always treated
equally and fairly;
• use ICT to communicate and develop ideas (UICT);
and
• Record and present their findings using simple
mathematical formats (UMaths).

Following the practical challenge, ask each pair
to use ICT to present a short report or digital
presentation to describe their experience. Ask them
to include information and pictures/images about:
• what equipment they used;
• what they did;
• what happened; and
• what conclusions they reached.

Suggested Learning and
Teaching Activities

Ask the children to produce a graph to show how far
they each carried the water and to include this in
their report. Also ask them to answer the following
question in their report: If the nearest river or well was
one kilometre from your house, would you have reached
home with the water?

Refer the children’s thinking back to the needs
and wants identified in Activity Seven. Initiate a
class discussion about needs and wants. Pose the
following questions to the class:
• Does everyone in the world have the same needs
and wants?
• Does everyone in the world have a right to clean,
safe water?
• What is meant by a right to something?

Finally, invite the class to sing and perform, ‘There’s
a hole in my bucket’. As an optional activity, invite
pupils to rework the lyrics using their own ideas or,
alternatively, perform the song in another language.

Invite the children to share their ideas. Introduce and
explain the concept of basic human rights. Explain
to the class that access to clean and safe water is a
basic human right, however, not everyone has access
to clean and safe water.
Ask the children to think about how easily they can
access water: when they want a drink they just have
to turn on the tap. Explain that in some parts of
the world, people do not have easy access to water
and that many people live in homes without a water
supply. Many people have to walk a long way from
their home to fetch the water they need from rivers
or wells. Explain that in order to experience what
this is like (to empathise) the class is going to carry
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Resource E
Buckets of Fun

• Work with your partner.
• Fill up two buckets with water. Try not to spill any!
• Choose a flat, straight part of the playground to
work on.
• Mark a start line with chalk.
• Measure ten metres from the start line and mark
the finish line with the chalk.
• Decide who will carry the water and who will
measure the distance.
• The water carrier must carry the buckets of water
backwards and forwards between the start and
finish lines until their arms get tired.
• The measurer must record the number of times
the carrier is able to walk from the start line to the
finish line and back again.
• Swap roles and repeat the activity.
• When finished find a useful way of using the
water!
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