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listen and th!nk

Self-Management
Our Winter Play is one of a set of stimulating stories for the Foundation Stage that embrace the Northern Ireland Thinking Skills
and Personal Capabilities framework.
Miss Martin’s class is talking about what it’s like in winter time. She retells a story about an old woodcutter and his wife. This
stimulates the children to produce and perform a play called The Woodcutter’s Axe.
Using this book with the children:
•

Read/share the book with the children.

•

Use the illustrations to support the children’s understanding of the text.

•

Develop literacy across the curriculum through predicting, gaining meaning, asking questions and retelling.

•

At key points you will see a

. This may be an appropriate place to stop and explore the thinking with the children. (You

will find lots of examples of how you may do this within the Teacher’s Notes section at the back of this book.)
As appropriate opportunities arise when talking with the children, you should introduce and use some of the following:
•

planning

•

thinking ahead

•

thinking aloud

•

discussing

•

organising

•

making choices

•

deciding what needs to be done

•

taking responsibility

•

following instructions/directions

•

asking for help

•

try again or have another go

•

reviewing/reflecting.

You can find further information on Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities at www.nicurriculum.org.uk
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Last week, our
class put on a
play for the rest
of the school.
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Everybody
clapped and
clapped.
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I‛m Connor and I was the
narrator, so I‛ll tell you how
we did it, right from the start.
One day, our class was
talking about winter.
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Our teacher, Miss Martin,
asked us, “How do you know
when it‛s winter time?”
Clare said, “It‛s cold.”
“Sometimes there‛s snow,”
said Brendan.
“I love the snow!”

“I make snow angels,” said
Brendan. “I lie down on my back
in the snow and put my arms
out.”

“Me too,”
said Miss Martin.
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“That would be fun,” said the
teacher. “Now, what would you
wear in the winter?” she asked.

Miss Martin made a list of all
the things we talked about and
then she told us this story.

“Gloves!”
“A woolly hat!”
“A big coat!”
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It was all about an
old man and woman
who lived in the
woods long ago.
It was wintertime.
They were very poor
and had no money
for food or warm
clothes.
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The man went out
into the forest to
chop wood with
his old, rusty
axe. He wanted
to make a fire
and then sell the
rest of the wood
to get money for
food. His hands
were so cold his
axe fell into the water of the
lake, but an elf popped up and
said he could help get it back.
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Then he fished out a silver
axe, but again the old man
said it wasn‛t his.

First the elf fished out a
golden axe, but the old man
wouldn‛t take it because it
wasn‛t his.
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At last the elf found
the old, rusty axe.
Because the old man
was very polite and
kind, the elf let him
keep all three axes.
He and his wife were
rich!
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Then another man heard the
story and he decided he would
get rich as well.
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He went to the same
place and threw his old
saw into the water. He
was very rude to the
elf when he came to
help. The elf fished
out a golden saw
and the second
man was so greedy
that he said it
was his. But elves
are very clever and
the man got no saw at
all. The old couple lived
happily ever after.
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Then Miss Martin asked us,
“What did you think of that
story?”

The next day we had to retell the
story and we helped each other
to remember bits of it.

I said, “I think it served the
other man right. He was very
bold.”

Miss Martin thought it was great.
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Clare asked if we could act it
out and Mark wanted to make
a play. Miss Martin thought
it was a brilliant idea and she
said we could do it
for the school
concert.

“Well,” said Miss Martin, “we‛d
better get organised, because
we only have about six weeks
to prepare. What sorts of
things do we
need to do?”

So that‛s how the play
started…

24

25

“Now, first we need to think
about the characters,” she
continued.

“Take a few minutes
to talk to your partner
and decide who you
think would be the best
to play the roles.”
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“Do we all have to be in it?”
asked Brendan. He didn‛t like
speaking in front of people. He
looked worried.
“Not everybody will have a
speaking part, but there are
lots of other important jobs to
do,” said Miss Martin.
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“Could you maybe work on the
sound effects, Brendan?”
“The wind could be blowing,”
said Brendan making whoosing
sounds. “And we could make
chopping noises.”
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“Great idea,” she replied.
“We need to plan some other
things as well. We need to
think about who can help
with the costumes.”

“Excellent,” said Miss Martin.
“Can you ask her tonight? And
we need to practise our lovely
song about Jack Frost.”

“Maybe my mum could
help,” said Clare.
“She makes fancy
dress outfits for
me and all my
cousins.”
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Bit by bit we planned the
whole thing. We painted some
scenery so it looked like a
snowy wood. We made axes and
saws. We practised saying
our parts. Other
people sang songs
and played
instruments.

Some of us were very nervous,
but after we tried it a few
times we felt better. We
rehearsed it loads of times
until we were happy with it.

We had to learn
where to stand and
when to come on
and go off the stage.
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The first time we practised
our play in the hall, we were
too quiet.

Miss Martin said we had to
speak up and when we did that
it was much better.

34

We designed invitations
for our parents and
friends and put posters
up in the shops near our
school.
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I was very nervous when the big
day came, but I remembered
what Miss Martin had told us
and I spoke in a loud, clear
voice.
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The school hall was full and
the audience thought we were
brilliant.
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THE WOODCUTTER’S AXE

by Our Class
Cast
JOHN, the old woodcutter
MARTHA, the old woodcutter’s wife
ELF KING, who lives in the lough
MICHAEL, the greedy man
VILLAGER 1
VILLAGER 2
VILLAGER 3
OTHER VILLAGERS
DANCING ELVES
NARRATOR(S)
Set and Effects
Lots of scope for snow scenes, sound effects of wind,
water splashing, chopping, songs, etc

38

39

the water with a big splash. John was so
upset he started to sob and cry. A wee elf
appeared in a boat, with a fishing rod in his
hand.

ACT I
SCENE 1
THE WOODCUTTER’S HOME AND NEARBY
LOUGH
ELF KING:
It was a cold winter’s day. An old man and
woman sat in their cottage with no fire to
keep them warm.

What’s all that noise about? What’s the
matter with you?

JOHN:

My axe fell into the water. If I don’t get it
back, my wife and I will die of the cold.

MARTHA:

John, I’m freezing. We’ll have to get a fire
going or we’ll die of the cold.

ELF KING:

Would you like me to help you?

JOHN:

All right dear. I’ll go out and cut some
wood.

JOHN:

Oh yes, PLEASE!

NARRATOR:

The elf cast out his fishing line and pulled
out an axe, but it was made of GOLD!

ELF KING:

Is this your axe?

JOHN:

Thanks, but that’s not my axe. My old axe
wasn’t made of gold.

ELF KING:

I’ll have another go then.

NARRATOR:

NARRATOR:

The old man put on a ragged coat and an
old cap and scarf. He picked up an old,
rusty axe and wandered outside into the
snow and wind. He trudged down to the
shore of the lough.

CAST SINGS SONG - ‘LITTLE JACKIE JACK
FROST’
JOHN:

Here’s a decent looking bit of a tree. I’ll try
this one.

NARRATOR: The elf cast out his fishing line again and
pulled out another axe. This one was made
of SILVER!

NARRATOR:

The old man started to chop the tree, but
his hands were so cold his axe fell into

ELF KING:
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Is this your axe?
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JOHN:

Thanks, but that’s not my axe. My old axe
wasn’t made of silver.

ACT I
SCENE 2
THE CENTRE OF THE VILLAGE

ELF KING:
NARRATOR:

Ah well. Third time lucky!
The elf cast out his fishing line again and
pulled out another axe.

ELF KING:

Well… is this one yours?

JOHN:

That’s mine this time. Thank you very
much!

ELF KING:
NARRATOR:

You’re an honest man John and honest
people should be rewarded.
Just then, John looked up and saw not just
his own old axe but also the gold axe and
the silver axe sitting on the shore. The
elf disappeared. John took the three axes
home to Martha and they were able to sell
the gold and silver axes for a lot of money.
It was the talk of the village.

WE SEE VILLAGERS MILLING. THREE TALK ABOUT
THE STORY AS MICHAEL LISTENS NEARBY
VILLAGER 1: Did you hear about John getting the gold
and silver axes down by the lough?
VILLAGER 2: Is that right?
VILLAGER 3: I don’t believe you. Let’s go and have a
look.
GENERAL WHISPERING AND CONVERSATION
BETWEEN THE VILLAGERS

MUSICAL INTERLUDE WITH THE ELVES
DANCING
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ACT I
SCENE 3
THE LOUGH
NARRATOR: Everybody in the village had heard how
John and Martha had become rich. One
greedy man, called Michael, decided he
would try the same thing with his old, rusty
saw. He threw it into the lough at the same
place and pretended to cry.
MICHAEL:

Boo Hoooooo! (LOUD, PRETEND
CRYING)

ELF KING:

What’s all that racket about? What’s the
matter with you?

MICHAEL:

I lost my good saw. I’ll die of hunger if I
don’t get it back.

ELF KING:

Would you like me to help you?

MICHAEL:

YES!

NARRATOR: Did you ever hear the like of it? Not a word
of please. The elf gave him a look and cast
his line into the water. He pulled up a saw
made of GOLD!
ELF KING:
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Is this your saw?

MICHAEL:

Yes! That’s MY saw!

ELF KING:

Indeed it is not! Your old saw wasn’t made
of gold!

NARRATOR: And with that, the elf disappeared, taking
the gold saw with him. John and Martha
lived happily ever after, but Michael had to
buy himself a new saw and …
EVERYONE: IT SERVED HIM RIGHT!!!
CURTAIN

SONG

Little Jackie Jack Frost
Little Jackie Jack Frost bites my nose.
Little Jackie Jack Frost stings my toes.
Little Jackie Jack Frost climbs the trees.
Little Jackie Jack Frost paints the leaves.
Little Jackie Jack Frost thinks its fun.
Knocking all the leaves down one by one.
When the winter wind begins to blow.
Little Jackie runs away, ho, ho.
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Teacher Notes

Page 4

Discussion Prompts

Suggested Activities for Connecting the Learning
(These activities provide opportunities to extend the discussion prompt).

What is a play? Have you ever
been in a play? If not, do you
think you would like to be on a
stage?

Look at play texts in big book form/reading schemes. Find the same
story in story book form.

What are the similarities and
differences between a play and
a story?

Page 8

What do you do differently in
winter?
What choices do you make
about what you wear, eat and
where you play?

Page 25

What sorts of things do you think Create pairs to discuss a title for the play and ask the children to share
they need to do to prepare for the their ideas with the class (Think, Pair, Share). The children could vote
play?
on a suitable title.
Who should they ask to help
them?

Make a list of what is necessary for a play (for example props, scenery,
light, music, actors, audience, stage, costumes, etc.).

Make a list of things that the class would need to perform this play.
Perhaps revisit the list from Bee 1 above to review what is necessary
for a play.
Carry out a Circle Time activity where the children complete the
phrase: “I think [child’s name] would be good as [state character or
job] because…”

Look at books to find out about the job of a narrator.
Discuss what the children have found out.

Gather ideas about winter.

Ask the children to choose an area of the play they would like to
work on (for example costumes, scenery, props, music, lighting and
recording, etc.).

Create a Mind Map on the topic of winter.

Practise the play.

Create a Planning Board on the topic of winter to explore what the class
wants to learn about winter (for example sort clothes, pictures, match
winter items, paint winter scenes, write a report, make snowmen, dress
snowmen, etc.).

Page 33

When you feel nervous what can
you do?

Discuss with the children how to manage their emotions and how to
prepare adequately.

Go for a walk in winter.

Think about who could come to see your play and make a list of all the
people you could invite.

Carry out small world play with the class to make a winter scene.

Together decide where to perform the play.

Make a winter collage.

Together discuss how to let people know about it. Look at party
invitations, posters, etc. for book fairs, concerts and other plays and
events in the area.

Take photographs of winter scenes.

Design invitations, posters and tickets for the play. Address and stamp
envelopes for special guests.

Investigate ice and observe changes.
Investigate materials suitable for winter clothing.

Perform the play.
Sort seasonal pictures.
Explore patterns in hats, scarves or gloves.
Explore ‘Through My Window’ (C2k programme).

Page 22

What did you learn from the
story about being honest or
being greedy?

List the characters in the story. Create character portraits using all of
the information in the story.

Page 37

What did the children learn about Watch your class’ performance on video.
putting on a play?
Carry out a Circle Time activity where the children complete the
How did they feel when it was
phrase: “I felt nervous/excited/happy when…”
such a success?
What do you think made the play
such a success?

Sort books into fairytale/not fairytale.
Do you think the story is true?
Why?

Think of a new way to start/end the story.
Investigate stories from other countries. Talk about and sort the settings
in these.
Retell the story.
Make a story box.
Hot seat one of the story’s characters. Have the children work in groups
to agree questions to ask.
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Do you always tell the truth?
John the old woodcutter did.
Find out what happened when he met the king of the elves on a
cold, winter’s night.

Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities Framework

Thinking, Problem-Solving and
Decision-Making

Thinking Skills
and
Personal Capabilities

