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listen and th!nk

Being Creative
It’s My Unicorn! is one of a set of stimulating stories for the Foundation Stage that embrace the Northern Ireland Thinking Skills and
Personal Capabilities framework.
The story centres around Amy’s class trip to the zoo. Her favourite toy is Chi the unicorn. Did Chi really go with Amy on the class trip,
or was it all in her imagination?
Using this book with the children:
•

Read/share the book with the children.

•

Use the illustrations to support the children’s understanding of the text.

•

Develop literacy across the curriculum through predicting, gaining meaning, asking questions and retelling.

•

At key points you will see a

. This may be an appropriate place to stop and explore the thinking with the children.

(You will find lots of examples of how you may do this within the Teacher’s Notes section at the back of this book.)
As appropriate opportunities arise when talking with the children, you should introduce and use some of the following:
•

ideas

•

opinion

•

curious

•

take risks

•

similar

•

wonder

•

question

•

different

•

imagine

•

evidence

•

compare

•

memory

•

fact

•

contrast

•

remember.

You can find further information on Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities at www.nicurriculum.org.uk
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Amy‛s class was going on a trip
to the zoo.
“Hurry up, Amy,” her mum said.
“Here‛s your lunch bag. We
don‛t want to be late today.”

“I‛m coming Mummy!”
Mum was going to help with
the trip.
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“Can I take Chi with me?”
asked Amy. She loved her
unicorn.
“No, leave him here. He‛ll only
get lost. Come on, quickly.”
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“Come on now,
everybody,
get into your
groups,” said
Mrs Laird.
“We‛ve a lot
to see. Keep
together and
we‛ll have a
great day out.”

“I want to see the
elephant!” Lukas shouted.
Naomi said, “The lion‛s my
favourite.”
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Molly said, “I need to go to
the toilet,” and then the whole
class had to go. After that, it
was time to see the animals.
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Nile Lechwe
Eastern Bongo
Malayan Tapir
Ring Tailed Lemur
Black and White Ruffed Lemur
Farm
Floral Hall
Playpark
Lake
Sitatunga
Giraffe, Zebra, Ostrich
Elephant
Monkey
Marmoset
Gorilla
Maned Wolf
Barbary Lion
Penguin
California Sea Lion
Malayan Sun Bear
Red Kangaroo
Bird Park
Black Tailed Prairie Dog
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Amy spotted something
through a hedge.

“It says here it‛s a bongo,
a type of antelope,”
said Mum.

“Look Mum, there‛s
a horn like Chi‛s.”

“I think it‛s a unicorn,” said Amy.
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“Now Amy, you know there‛s no
such thing as unicorns. Come
on, we need to catch up with
the others.”
“When can we see the
elephant?” asked Lukas.
“In a wee minute. We‛re going
to the lake now.”

18

19

20

21

Naomi was really scared that
the pelicans were going to
steal her crisps.
“Don‛t give them
anything to
eat pet,”
said Jackie.
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Amy was looking across the
lake.
“Look Jackie. What‛s that over
there?”
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“I think it‛s a model
of a rhino, Amy.
What do you
think?”

“I think it‛s a unicorn,”
said Amy.

“You and your unicorns!
Come on, we‛re going to see the
elephant,” said Jackie.
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“Look at her toes!” giggled
Amy.
“Shhh! Keep quiet. Wait
until you see what‛s going to
happen,” said Mrs Laird.

Lukas shouted, “This is boring!
It‛s just standing there!”
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“They‛re giving her a
bath,” said Mum.
“She loves it. I
remember seeing
that when I was
a wee girl.”
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There was a big plop behind
the elephant.
“Yuck!”
“Phew!”
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“Let‛s get out of here!”
“I want to see the lions!”
“Right, Lukas, let‛s see what‛s
the quickest way,” said Mrs
Laird.
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“It says here that they are
very rare. There are none of
these lions alive in the wild.”
“Not even in Africa where my
granny lives?” asked Naomi.

“There they are
now,” said Mrs Laird.

“No, not even ONE of this
kind. They‛re called Barbary
lions.”

The lions were sleeping
in the sun.
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Amy was staring past the lions.
“Look, there‛s that horn again.
I think it‛s a unicorn.”
“Amy, that‛s a bit of a branch.
Now would you stop being silly.
We want to see the seals.”
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There was a big crowd around
the pool. The seals and sea
lions were diving in with BIG
splashes.

Amy shouted, “That‛s my
unicorn over there! Look, Mum!”

“Come over here. There‛s a
great place where you can see
them swimming about.”
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But Amy‛s mum didn‛t hear her.
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Soon it was time to head back
to the bus.

Secretly Amy thought,
“I really liked the unicorn.”

“Well, everybody, which animal
did you like best?” asked Mrs
Laird.

Mrs Laird was thinking about
all the poems, music and songs
they could listen to tomorrow.

“The monkeys
because they hang by
their tails!”
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“I liked the way
the sea lions
splashed!”

“I‛d love a pet
elephant!”

“The lions!”

41

When Mum and Amy got home,
Chi was on the kitchen table.

“Now how in the world did you
get over there?” asked Mum.
“What‛s that on your horn?”
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“Told you my unicorn was at
the zoo!” said Amy.
“You could be right after all,”
laughed Mum.
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Teacher Notes
Discussion Prompts

Front
Cover

Suggested Activities for Connecting the Learning
(These activities provide opportunities to extend the
discussion prompt).

Page 18

Close your eyes and imagine a new
creature or animal.

Discuss the title of the book (before the
children have seen the story or the picture
of the unicorn).

Ask the children to describe an imaginary creature or animal
to their talking partner. Ask:
•
What does it look like?
•
Where does it live?
•
What does it do?
•
Can you think of a name for your new creature or
animal?
Give the children an opportunity to create their imaginary
creature or animal using junk materials, then design and
make a habitat for it.

Look closely at the picture of the unicorn:
in what ways is it similar/ different to
other animals that you know?

Carry out sorting activities for a variety of different criteria, for
example animals that live/don’t live in water or can/can’t fly.
Page 4

Why should we not feed animals at the
zoo?

Design a healthy/unhealthy lunchbox.
Play a mix and match game, for example ‘misfits’.

Choose an animal (for example a lion, monkey or elephant)
What food could you put in a lunch box for and create its lunch. Discuss where the children could find the
a unicorn?
information that they need about what animals eat.

Page 27

Play a matching game: ask the children to put foods for
different animals in different lunchboxes.

Why do you think the elephant’s toenails
were blue?

Listen to and talk about the elephant extract from SaintSaens’ ‘The Carnival of the Animals’ and how it makes the
children feel. Allow them to respond through movement,
dance and free drawing.

Allow the children to make their own food for the unicorn and
think of a name for it.

Page 11

Talk about a time when you’ve been to
the zoo or animal park. What do you
remember about your experience?

Discuss what the children know about elephants and what
they want to find out.

Play two contrasting extracts of music (for example fast/slow
tempo, loud/soft dynamics and heavy/lighter sounds). Show
the children pictures of two animals. Ask which animal they
think each extract represents and why.

Play zoo animal card games, for example ‘Snap’.
Show the children two cards, and play ‘Spot the difference’.
Show four cards. Remove one and ask the children to guess
which is missing.

Make up poems/rhymes about animals, add sound effects and
record them. For example, these could be string poems such
as:
Elephants, elephants, elephants
Big, strong, grey elephants
Lumbering, trumpeting, thundering
Elephants, elephants, elephants.

Make a collection or set of zoo animals.
Name and describe zoo animals. Sort their names into
categories depending on their number of syllables, for
example:
• one syllable – seal, fish, bear;
• two syllables – lion, tiger, monkey, giraffe; and
• three syllables – elephant, kangaroo, unicorn,
chimpanzee.

They could also include sense poems, for example:
In the zoo, I see...
I hear...
I smell...
I touch...

Sort zoo animals for different criteria (for example animals
that fly/don’t fly, and animals with/without tails).
Match zoo animals with their young.
Match animal names to pictures. Find the odd one out.
Play barrier games: describe an animal or make an animal
sound, and have the children guess the animal.
Look at patterns/marks on animals. Discuss how you could
create these patterns/marks together.
Use animal masks or puppets for drama activities.

Page 31

Decide the most direct route from the
elephant house to the lions’ house.

Discuss and compare the suggested routes.
Ask the children to create their own routes from different
starting points using animal cards on a Bee-Bot board. Ask
the children to follow instructions:
•
simple visual clue cards
or
•
short instructions and visual clues, for example ‘Move on
three places’ or ‘Go to the lions’ house.’
Make a 3D map/models of animal houses.
Create a sound story: the children choose an appropriate
instrument, sound or animal noise to make as they journey
around the zoo.
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Page 44

Do you think Amy really saw her unicorn
at the zoo, or was it in her imagination?

Use drama to allow the unicorn to tell what really happened
on the day Amy went to the zoo. You may wish to use masks,
a story-box and cut-out characters to help the children to
structure the story (as an oral activity).
Design and make a unicorn using a variety of materials. You
could also have the children make a suitable background for
the unicorn.
Hot seat the characters in the story.

Suggested Websites
www.abcteach.com (see, for example, zoo bingo cards and word wall)
www.learningni.net (see Encarta: elephant sound effects and elephant baths)
www.belfastzoo.co.uk
www.dublinzoo.ie
www.enchantedlearning.com
www.preschooleducation.com/azoo.shtml
www.preschoolrainbow.org/animal.htm
www.atozkidsstuff.com/zoo.html
www.dltk-kids.com/animals/misc.html
www.teachingheart.net/zoo.htm
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Do you believe in unicorns? Have you ever seen a unicorn?
Amy’s class go on a trip to the zoo. They have great fun seeing lots
of different animals. But Amy sees something surprising!
Is it real, or is it all in her imagination?

Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities Framework

Thinking, Problem-Solving and
Decision-Making

Thinking Skills
and
Personal Capabilities

