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listen and th!nk

Managing Information
Batty About Bats! is one of a set of stimulating stories for the Foundation Stage that embrace the Northern Ireland Thinking Skills
and Personal Capabilities framework.
The children in this story are learning all about bats. The excitement builds as they research this topic and even get to see real bats
in an old quarry.
Using this book with the children:
•

Read/share the book with the children.

•

Use the illustrations to support the children’s understanding of the text.

•

Develop literacy across the curriculum through predicting, gaining meaning, asking questions and retelling.

•

At key points you will see a

. This may be an appropriate place to stop and explore the thinking with the children.

(You will find lots of examples of how you may do this within the Teacher’s Notes section at the back of this book.)
As appropriate opportunities arise when talking with the children, you should introduce and use some of the following:
•

ask questions (children generate their own questions)

•

respond to questions

•

plan

•

investigate

•

gather information

•

select/choose

•

record information.

You can find further information on Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities at www.nicurriculum.org.uk
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“Hello, I‛m Emily and I‛m
batty about bats!”
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It all started when I told my
class about seeing bats at my
granny‛s house.
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Mrs Baxter, our
teacher, thought
it would be a
great idea for us
to find out more
information.
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“Emily has told us that
bats are nocturnal. Does
anyone know what that
means?” asked
Mrs Baxter.
“It means they are
awake at night,”
said Tim.
“Yes, Tim,” she replied.
“Now, can you think of
the names of some other
creatures like that?”
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“Talk with the person beside
you and then we‛ll write a list
of all the nocturnal animals
that we know.”
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“We are going to do some
research on our topic,” said
Mrs Baxter.

“We‛ll start by finding out what
you already know. What can you
tell me about bats?”

“Let‛s look at bats together
first and then you can
investigate some of the
others on your own.”
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“Bats can suck your blood!”
said Tim. He always liked scary
stories.

James said, “They fly at
night.”

“Yeah, they get stuck in your
hair,” added another pupil.

“They hang upside down,”
said Orla.
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“No, that‛s not right” I said,
but nobody heard me.

“They are blind,” William said.
“I wonder if all of those are
true?” said Mrs Baxter. “How
could we find out?”
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“What else do
we want to find
out?” asked
Mrs Baxter.
“Think about the questions
we need to ask. Does anyone
remember how we did that with
our last topic?”
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“Those are all great ideas and
I am sure we‛ll think of a lot
more as we go along,” said Mrs
Baxter. “Where should we look
for this information? Can you
think of different places?”

“The internet,” said Tim.
“We can look at books in the
library,” said Orla.
“My granny has bats in her
old barn,” I said. “I saw them
flying around the yard at night.
She knows a lot about bats.”
“That‛s wonderful,
Emily, you‛ll be a
great help to us,”
replied Mrs Baxter.
“We‛ll be able to
get some first hand
information.”
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“Mrs Baxter, it says
here that bats aren‛t
blind. They can find
their way about in the
dark by making a sound.
Then they listen to the
echo coming back. It‛s
called echolocation.
It would be really fun
if we could do that,
wouldn‛t it?” said Orla.
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“It would indeed,” Mrs Baxter
replied. “Maybe we can try
that later.”

23

“Mrs Baxter, this one is called
a pipistrelle,” said Tim.
“It‛s the sort of bat that
we find the most of
in Northern
Ireland. It‛s
really tiny. I
don‛t think it
would do you
any harm or
suck your
blood!”
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Ciara said, “We‛re going to
make a graph of different
sizes of bats.”
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Mrs Baxter then moved over
to us. I was showing Vicky
the leaflets my granny had
given me after school the day
before.

Mrs Baxter smiled. “That‛s
great, Emily. What do they
say?”

“What have you got there,
Emily?”
“My granny gave
me these leaflets.
She got them from
people who know all
about bats. They
helped her with the
bats in her barn.”
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“It says you are not allowed to
kill or hurt bats. They won‛t do
you any harm. The ones here
eat midges and other insects.
There are drawings we can look
at and all sorts of facts about
bats.”

By the end of the week we all
knew a lot more about bats.

“That sounds really
interesting,” said the teacher.
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They live in...

32

They eat...
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Vicky and I did a True or False
quiz and gave it to Year 7.
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Tim and Ciara got some people
to help them make a dark
bat cave in a corner of the
classroom. We all put pictures
and poems around it and played
the echolocation game.
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The next Saturday night, some
of my friends came to my
granny‛s house with their mums
and dads for a bat walk.
Mrs Baxter brought her
little girl. A bat
expert came to
talk to us.

38

“Hello, I‛m Louise. I hear
you all know a lot about bats
already. So now that it‛s dusk,
we‛re going out to look for
some. This is a special
bat detector. It
makes sounds that
we can‛t hear but the
bats can.”
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“Now, let‛s keep really
quiet,” she said. “Look around
carefully as we walk up to the
old quarry.”
“Look, I see some,” I said
softly.
“This is great!” whispered Tim.
“It‛s not a bit scary.”
40
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When we got back to Granny‛s,
we all had hot chocolate and
toast. Louise told us that we
had detected some pipistrelles
and a Leisler‛s bat.

Mrs Baxter said, “We‛ve been
so lucky. We‛ll have a lot to tell
the others on Monday!”
So now you know why we‛re all

batty about bats!
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Teacher Notes
Discussion Prompts

Page 10

Page 17

Suggested Activities for Connecting the Learning
(These activities provide opportunities to extend the discussion prompt).

Investigate other senses through blindfold activities such as the
‘Blindfold Walk’ activity from CCEA’s Living.Learning.Together. Year 1
Unit 4: Belonging and Co-operating.

What do we mean by the word
Devise questions to help get further information about bats.
research? What sorts of things
Make a list of what the class knows about bats. Compare with the
do we need to think about
before we research something? suggestions in the story.

Can you think of any other
questions you would like to
ask?

Use mime activities, for example mirror mime.
Play barrier games.

Collect a set of books on nocturnal animals for research.

Play games, for example repeating words/names or echoing in
different voices through a microphone, large hall, open space, etc.

Make a list of nocturnal animals.

Use musical instruments to echo a given rhythmical pattern.

Make masks, finger puppets, kites, hats (see www.bats.org.uk).

Use voices to echo loud/soft or high/low sounds.
Play the echolocation game at http://wings.avkids.com/Curriculums/
Bats/ echolocation.html

Extend the children’s learning about bats (other nocturnal animals)
through play.

Following a ‘talking partner’ discussion on the topic ‘Dark is…’, make a
poster/display for the topic, for example ‘Dark is scary’, etc. Link with
the story The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark by Jill Tomlinson.

Create a role play corner, for example a bat cave, forest or attic.
Provide scenarios and discuss possible outcomes, for example dad
wants to fix the roof of the house and there’s a bat in the attic. What will
happen?
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Think of a name for your imaginative play area in the classroom.
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How do you feel in the dark?

Vicky and Emily did a true/false
quiz for Year 7. What other ways
can you think of to share and
present the information?

Research different nocturnal animals, for example owls and
hedgehogs.
Look at a variety of poems/rhymes about animals. Create class, group
or independent poems about animals.

Look at the sky at night. Talk about different kinds of dark, for example
eyes closed, in bed, outside at night or in the forest.

How would you feel if you had to
get around without sight?
Sequence the levels of darkness in photographs. Mix paints to
demonstrate the levels of darkness, for example black to grey.
How would you feel if you had
to get around without other
Create wax resist pictures by using crayons or a candle to create the day
senses?
time picture and then paint over this with a wash of black paint to create
the night image.
Talk about what echolocation
means.
Discuss what was used to create light instead of electricity long ago.

Play the ‘Guess the Animal’ game. For this, a person on the hot seat
faces the class and wears a party hat with a picture of an animal on the
front. The hot seater guesses the animal by listening to clues given by
class.
Play the ‘Guess the Animal’ game using a torch and shadows.
Create silhouette pictures of animals.
Dress your class’ Bee-Bot as a nocturnal animal. Who can get the BeeBot to collect the most items/bats on a Bee-Bot board? Can you get the
Bee-Bot to retrace his steps?

Compare night time in the city and country.
Read stories such as:
• Town Mouse and Country Mouse by Aesop;
• The Owl Who Was Afraid Of The Dark by Jill Tomlinson;
• Owl Babies by Martin Waddell; and
• Can’t You Sleep Little Bear? by Martin Waddell.

Devise your own True or False quiz and give it to another class.
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Sort daytime and night time items (clothes, activities, meals, etc.).

Think about a topic that you
Explore a range of local places that the class could visit to develop and
would like to research. Where
extend the learning for your chosen topic. Also, think of people you
could we go on a class visit or
could invite into the classroom to stimulate the children’s learning.
who could we invite into school to
talk about it?

Sequence a daytime routine.
How do you survive when there is a power cut?

Suggested Websites

Refer to the Frightened Fred story and activities in CCEA’s Living.
Learning.Together. Year 2 Unit 2: How Do I Feel?

www.nicurriculum.org.uk
www.bats.org.uk
www.bats-ni.org.uk
www.first-nature.com/bats
www.kidzone.ws/animals/bats/activities.htm
www.bats4kids.org/
www.teachthechildrenwell.com
www.science.hq.nasa.gov/kids/imagers/echohome.html
www.kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals
www.friendsofbats.com/myths

Complete Learning Activity 3: Things That Go Bump in the Night in CCEA’s
Living.Learning.Together. Year 1 Unit 2: Sometimes I Feel.
Read together the traditional poem In a Dark, Dark Wood.
Play blindfold games (1) with a partner leading or (2) following very
simple oral instructions. Follow with a Circle Time activity to discuss
how being blindfolded made everyone feel.
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Do you think bats suck your blood or can get stuck in your hair?
Emily is fascinated by the bats in her granny’s barn. She tells
her class what she knows and together they find out lots more
interesting information. Now they’re all… Batty About Bats!
Try the quiz and see how much you know!

Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities Framework

Thinking, Problem-Solving and
Decision-Making

Thinking Skills
and
Personal Capabilities

