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listen and th!nk

Self-Management
Are We There Yet? is one of a set of stimulating stories for the Foundation Stage that embrace the Northern Ireland Thinking Skills
and Personal Capabilities framework.
The story shows Amy and Paul’s family getting ready for their holiday in France. There is a lot of organising! Everyone has a job to
do. This story helps children to see how to make choices and take responsibility. Join with them as they head off on their trip: Bon
Voyage!

Using this book with the children:
•

Read/share the book with the children.

•

Use the illustrations to support the children’s understanding of the text.

•

Develop literacy across the curriculum through predicting, gaining meaning, asking questions and retelling.

•

At key points you will see a

. This may be an appropriate place to stop and explore the thinking with the children.

(You will find lots of examples of how you may do this within the Teacher’s Notes section at the back of this book.)
As appropriate opportunities arise when talking with the children, you should introduce and use some of the following:
•

organise

•

persevere

•

check

•

try again

•

double check

•

have another go

•

think ahead

•

ask for help

•

predict

•

make a list

•

think aloud

•

review

•

make choices/decisions

•

reflect

•

take responsibility

•

evaluate

•

consequences

•

like

•

follow instructions/directions

•

dislike.

You can find further information on Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities at www.nicurriculum.org.uk
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Amy was really excited. She
was getting ready to go on her
holidays.
Everybody was very busy!
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“I want to go to Disneyland!”

“Where are we going in
France, Dad?” asked Paul. “Will
you show us?”

“I want to go
to the beach!”
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“We won‛t be going
anywhere if we don‛t
get organised,” said
Mummy.
“I‛m making a list of
things we mustn‛t
forget. I‛ve stuck it on
the fridge.”
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“We‛ve a long drive after
we come off the
boat,” said Dad.
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“We have to take the main
road all the way. Look,
here‛s the campsite
- near a big lake.
The beach isn‛t
too far away
either.”
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“I know some French words,”
said Paul. “Bonjour means hello
and merci means thank you.”

“I think we‛ll manage fine with
these two to look after us,”
laughed Dad.

“And I can count to five,” said
Amy.
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“Amy, you need to decide what
to bring. Remember we‛re only
going for a week,” said Mum.
“Do I need a jumper?
Will it be warm in
France?”
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“Yes, it should be warm, but it
might be cooler at night,” said
Mum, “and don‛t forget to put
your pyjamas in your backpack.
We‛re travelling overnight in
the boat.”
Dad shouted, “Don‛t forget the
sun cream and the sun hats!”
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“What about Speedy and
Bubbles? Who‛s going to mind
them?” asked Amy.
“I asked Granda,” replied Paul.
“He‛s going to come in and feed
them after work. I‛ve given
him the instructions.”
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“Good idea Paul,” said Mum.
“I‛ve already asked him to lift
the post and keep an eye on
the house while we‛re gone.
It‛ll give him something to do
while Granny‛s away!”
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“I‛m glad Granny‛s coming with
us,” said Amy.
“Has she been to France
before?” asked Paul.
“No, she hasn‛t,” said
Mum. “She‛s really
excited as well! Now
you two, off to bed.
We‛ve an early start
in the morning. I‛ve still
got this house to tidy
and your dad‛s out
checking the car.”
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Amy could hardly sleep that
night. She couldn‛t wait to
go on her holidays.
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The next morning, Amy and
Paul were having their
breakfast when the doorbell
rang.
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“It‛s Granny!” said Amy. “Look
at her funny clothes!”
“Shush!” said Mum. “Don‛t
mention it. It‛s not often she
gets away.”
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Granda gave them all a big hug
and they all piled into the car.
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“Right now Amy, get your
seatbelt on. Paul, are you all
belted up? What about you
Granny?” asked Dad.
“I‛m all set.
Au revoir!”
“That means
goodbye,”
whispered Paul.
“Look after Speedy
and Bubbles!”
shouted Amy.
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Dad drove down the street and
up on to the main road.
“I can‛t believe we‛re finally
away,” said Mum.

“I‛m thirsty,” said Amy.
“Already? There‛s some water
in your backpack,” said Mum.

“And on time too! That makes a
change,” Dad replied.
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“Where‛s my purse?” cried
Amy.
“Did you not put it in? It was in
the kitchen the last time I saw
it,” answered Mum.
“It‛s not here!”
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Dad said, “We haven‛t time to
go back. If we do we might
miss the boat.”
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“She‛s a big baby!”
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“Am not!”
“Don‛t start fighting already,”
said Mum.
“That‛s enough!”
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The car journey wasn‛t too
bad. They played ‘I Spy‛ with
Granny. Then they counted
how many cows they could see
on the way. Amy saw the most.
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When they got tired, they
listened to a story and Amy
fell asleep.
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Amy and Paul loved being on
the boat. It was like a big
hotel.
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They ate their dinner, watched
a film and then went to their
cabin. When they woke up
they were in France.
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Mum drove off the boat and
Dad had the map.
Amy pointed out the window.
“Look at all the cars going the
wrong way!”
“No Amy, it‛s the right way
in France. They drive on the
other side of the road here,”
said Dad.
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“And we‛ll have to use euro
instead of pounds,” said
Granny.
“Amy‛s got no money! She
won‛t be able to buy anything!”
laughed Paul.
“Don‛t you worry, pet. I‛ll look
after you,” said Granny.
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“Do they eat funny food?”
asked Amy.
“You‛ll be grand Amy. We can
buy lots of lovely fresh fruit
and vegetables at the market,”
laughed Mum.
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“I think this is going to be the
best holiday ever,” sighed Amy.

And everyone agreed.
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Teacher Notes
Discussion Prompts

Suggested Activities for Connecting the Learning
(These activities provide opportunities to extend the
discussion prompt).

What do you need to do before you go on
holiday?

Suggest different types of holidays, such as camping,
seaside, ski, safari, and dream/fantasy. Make a list of
different items that the children would need for each type
of holiday.
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Do you think the family prepared well
for their holiday? Give reasons for your
answer. Would you have done anything
differently?

Make a class display of ‘Our Favourite Holidays’. Include,
for example, postcards and holiday photos from different
countries.
Together make and write your own postcards.
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What would you need for a holiday in
the sun (for example sun cream and a
sunhat)?

Sort holiday clothes/items and pack suitcases for
different types of holidays.
Ask how the children would care for a pet that someone
had left with their family.
Write instructions for someone who is taking care of
a pet while the children are on holiday. Allow them to
illustrate their instructions with do/don’t pictures.
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Why is it important to wear a seatbelt?

Look at a road safety calendar and website.
Discuss other times when the children need to take care
to dress safely.
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Amy’s dad didn’t go back to the house
for her purse. Do you think this was fair?
Why/Why not?

Explore the choices made by characters in well known
stories, and their consequences.
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What is it like to go on a long journey?

Talk about what the children would like to do to pass the
time on a long journey.

How would you prepare for a long journey
so you have everything you need?

Find out how to say simple words and phrases, like hello,
please and thank you, in French. You could also find
out how to say the same words in different languages,
including the languages of any pupils in your school who
come from other countries. Look at the flags of these
countries together, and match the flags to the countries.

Suggested Websites
www.frenchspanishonline.com/beginnersfrench
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryfrench
www.ambafrance-uk.org
www.abcteach.com/directory/languages
www.teachingideas.co.uk
www.primaryresources.co.uk
www.enchantedlearning.com/themes/French.shtml
www.jedessine.com
www.hello-world.com
www.roadsafetyni.gov.uk/index/education/kidzone
www.nicurriculum.org.uk/pl (French, German, Irish and Spanish)
www.learningni.net (look up ‘Children’ and ‘France’ in Encarta)

Compare a car journey with a boat journey. Ask which
they would prefer and why.
Build a boat with junk materials.
Discuss and/or play some games suitable for journeys,
such as I Spy, Counting Cars, Counting Sheep, Buzz, and
memory games (for example ‘I went on a journey and I
saw…’).
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Do you know anything about France?
What clues in the picture tell us that
France is different from here?

Give the children an opportunity to find out what other
teachers and adults in the school know about France,
record the results and report back to class.
Set up a French café in the play area.

How can we find out more about France?
Celebrate a French day, with French cuisine, songs,
phrases, games, etc.
Make a collection of euro coins.
Talk about French food.
Make French flags.
Look at a simple map of France together.
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Do you like going on holiday?
Amy and Paul prepare for their trip to France – but have they packed
everything they need?
Read the story to find out. Bon voyage!
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