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RELIGIOUS STUDIES

1. Deontological approaches to moral
decision making

© JModerzoom/iStock/Thinkstock.

Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate Christian scriptures including the role of the Decalogue.

TEN COMMENDMENTS
The Decalogue or Ten Commandments are perhaps some of the best known words of the
Christian Scripture and are important to both Christians and Jews. These are an important
basis for Christians in making moral decisions and act as a guide against which their
moral decisions can be measured. As such, they are regarded as a deontological approach
to moral decision making because they are focused more on the law/motivation behind
the action rather than the consequences of those actions.
The Decalogue is viewed as absolute by some and relative by others. The commands
are based on the belief of the people of Israel that there was one God who had rescued
them from slavery in Egypt and as a result his laws are given to his people and absolute
obedience is required. However, in our modern world there is a greater acceptance
that some of these should be regarded as relative moral laws i.e. there are certain
circumstances where they can be ignored or changed e.g. the doctor who has to work on
the Sabbath to save people’s lives.
First commandment: Israel is commanded to have no other God. This can be justified
because it is God who has rescued them from slavery in Egypt. This does not mean that
Israel owes God their allegiance but their allegiance to God rests on the fact that he has
shown his power in their release and no other can come close to him. Furthermore, this
command sets Israel apart from the nations which worshipped many varied gods. It is
this command which motivates what follows; only when a person accepts one God can
there be moral absolutes for them i.e. the demands of that God cannot be superseded by
another.
Second commandment: Israel should have no idols either in the sense of making an
image of God or having an image that is God. This sets Israel apart yet further from the
nations around which worshipped many gods and images. God will tolerate nothing which
has the potential to take his people away from him. The danger of idols is confirmed in
the words which follow that God’s punishment will go from one generation to the next and
points out that idolatry is infectious i.e. children will copy the actions of their parents.
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Third commandment: This states that the name of God should not be used lightly, either
to say something false about God or to say something false to others in the name of
God. To say something like this is to damage the relationship a person has with God
and damages the relationship with others when God’s name is falsely used to justify or
promote what is wrong.
Fourth commandment: Israel is called to keep the Sabbath holy which Christians now
apply to Sunday. To keep the day holy was to keep it separate, or different, from the other
days. This separation would take the form of rest, just as God rested after creating the
world.
Fifth commandment: The commandment is to respect one’s parents. This is designed to
ensure the smooth running of society that accepts the authority of one’s elders. This does
raise difficult questions e.g. should the parent who does not behave appropriately still
be respected and honoured. The commandment, therefore, is a general commandment
given for the majority whose parents are good rather than being written for the minority
of parents who do not function as they should. The promise of long life at the end of
the commandment should not be understood literally but rather taken to show the
importance of this command to the nation of Israel.
Sixth commandment: The command not to murder is not a new commandment but a
well-established practice. This commandment refers to murder in the sense of being premeditated killing rather than speaking of capital punishment or warfare, both of which
were accepted in Israel.
Seventh commandment: The commandment against adultery will be expanded by Jesus
in his Sermon on the Mount but here it focuses primarily on the physical sanctity of
marriage. Maintaining the sanctity of marriage was essential for community cohesion
and was used as a symbol of God’s relationship with Israel.
Eighth commandment: The command not to steal includes kidnapping, taking animals
and taking material things. Not stealing not only protects the interest of the one who
owns the item and who does not wish for it to be taken from them but it also protects the
community of Israel which required a foundation of trust for it to flourish.
Ninth commandment: The command not to lie focuses on maintaining right relationships
among the people of Israel as well as recognising both the importance of truth as a
concept for life and the importance of truth in maintaining a legal system based on
witness testimony.
Tenth commandment: The final command not to covet encourages people to be content
with what they have and can be seen as a summary of the previous commandments. The
one who covets is more likely to steal and lie etc. in order that they might get what they
want.
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Activities
1. Use the following links to read and make notes on each of the Ten
Commandments. Think about what the commandment means and how it
applies and where relevant, for issues in medical issues.
http://biblehub.com/exodus/20-1.htm
http://www.christnotes.org/commentary.php?com=mhc&b=2&c=20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BGO9Mmd_cU
2. Create a table with three columns. The first column should contain the Commandment,
the second column should contain ‘Absolute Interpretation’ and the third column
should contain ‘Relative Interpretation.’ In the second column try to explain why and
how the commandment should be understood in an absolute way i.e. it applies without
interpretation. In the third column try to explain why and how the commandment
should be understood in a relative way i.e. how and why might there be exceptions to
the commandment?
Commandment

Absolute Interpretation

Relative Interpretation

3. Using your table above try to identify some moral issues each commandment might
apply to and why. For example, the command not to murder could be applied to
abortion and euthanasia. This commandment points to the importance and sanctity
of human life which means that human life should not be disposed of either from
conception or towards the end of life, even if that life has had a dramatic reduction in
the quality of life.
4. Prepare for a class debate. ‘The Ten Commandments were written too long ago to be
obeyed today.’ The following links might help you to prepare:
http://www.ucg.org/beyond-today/beyond-today-television-program/the-tencommandments
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/10-commandments/the-ten-commandments/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qoNqSrA7Mos
5. Using the details on the commandments from above and from the notes you have
compiled explain how they reveal God’s concern of a person’s relationship both with
God himself and with other people.
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Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate natural moral law, including principles and key features

Natural law is the theory that something is to be regarded as right or moral if it fulfils
God’s plan of creation.
Aristotle believed that all things have a purpose and that when something fulfils that
purpose it is good and when something fails to fulfil its purpose it is bad. Aristotle argued
that humans have a purpose to fulfil and this necessitated a universal standard of
behaviour that could be applied to all people. Cicero (106BC–43BC) further claimed that
there were universal standards of behaviour which were applicable to all.
The theory was most fully developed by Aquinas (1224–1274) who attempted to bring the
ideas of Aristotle and Cicero together. Aquinas argued that because humans are made
by God then our purpose is to live according to his plan against which all actions can be
judged to be moral or immoral. For Aquinas, God has a plan and purpose for creation and
he has provided rules which direct us in the way that he wants us to live. These rules he
refers to as Natural Moral Law and when we act according to this plan we act in a moral
way.
A number of key principles can be seen in Natural law. It is:
• Accessible though the natural order
• Universal
• Unchanging
• For all time
• Relevant to all circumstances
• Given by God
• Perceived by all humans, although only believers in God acknowledge that it has
implications for them beyond the grave
Natural law draws its ideas from the Bible and reason. Aquinas maintains that the human
purpose is to live, reproduce, learn, worship God and live in ordered society. Therefore,
to live outside of such purpose is to break that Natural Law leading one’s actions to be
immoral. For example, the Catholic Church prohibits the use of contraception as this
prevents fertilisation which is to prevent reproduction and therefore falls outside of
human purpose. Many Christians will reject homosexuality on the same grounds pointing
that such relationships fall outside of the Biblical pattern and do not allow reproduction
which is part of God’s purpose for humanity.
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Activities
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVARXS-atKE
http://www.rsrevision.com/Alevel/ethics/natural_law/
http://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/religious-studies-levelrevision/ethics/natural-law
1. What is Natural Moral Law?
2. What are primary and secondary precepts?
3. What is the role of human reason in NML?
4. Explain apparent goods.
5. What are interior and exterior acts?
In groups prepare a table of the positives and negatives of using Natural Moral Law as an
approach to moral decisions.
Explain why Natural Moral Law is a deontological approach to ethical decision making.

pg 6

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

2. Teleological approaches to moral
decision making
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate utilitarianism, including the origins and development
with particular reference to the contribution of Bentham, J.S. Mill and Singer.

What is utilitarianism?
A nineteenth century ethical theory which focuses on the idea that right actions are
those which give the greatest pleasure to most people. The opposite is true, that which is
wrong is anything that does not create the greatest possible good. Therefore, in any moral
dilemma the action that would please most, bring least pain and cause the greatest good
and happiness is the action which is correct. As a result, different decisions could be made
in what appeared to be similar circumstances as decisions are made by outcome rather
than predetermined moral rule. Therefore this is a teleological approach to moral decision
making rather than a deontological approach.

© JGeorgiosArt/iStock/Thinkstock.com

Who is Jeremy Bentham and what is his involvement?

JEREMY BENTHAM
Bentham uses the phrase, ‘the greatest good for the greatest number’ which was coined
by Frances Hutcheson. Bentham wanted a universal theory that could remove inequality
by providing good to all. Bentham attempted to provide a way of quantifying happiness so
that it would be possible to calculate what course of action would have the greatest good
for the greatest number. This ability to calculate which action is most moral is referred to
as the hedonic calculus. Seven elements are taken into consideration:
• Intensity
• Duration
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•
•
•
•
•

Certainty
Propinquity (speediness)
Fecundity (will other pleasures follow?)
Purity
Extent

Who is J.S. Mill and what is his involvement?

© Photos.com/Thinkstock.com

John Stuart Mill focused on qualitative rather than quantitative pleasure. This focuses
on the importance of pleasures of the mind which should take precedence over physical
pleasures; therefore we should aim for higher-order pleasures. He claimed that ‘It is better
to be a human being dissatisfied than a pig satisfied: better to be Socrates dissatisfied
than a fool satisfied.’ Therefore it was important for people to be educated to seek higher
pleasures.

J.S. MILL

Mill will also be remembered for the harm principle i.e. how much pressure the majority is
allowed to exert on the minority. This balances any moral decision made and the pleasure
that it brings, against the harm it does to another.
Activities
Answer the following questions:
1. What is utilitarianism and what are its strengths/weaknesses?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDMedWiZ_Iw
http://www.markedbyteachers.com/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-and-philosophy/
assess-utilitarianism.html
http://www.utilitarianism.com/utilitarianism.html
2. How would you assess Bentham and Mill’s impact on utilitarianism?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLQ_0Xmq6aw
http://www.iep.utm.edu/bentham/#H4
3. How did Peter Singer develop utilitarianism?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pn5P26VxiRM
4. How does the use of situation ethics which some see as a form of utilitarianism
differ from the use of the Decalogue/Sermon on the Mount in making moral and
ethical decisions? Think about the difference between deontological and teleological
approaches to making moral decisions.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/introduction/duty_1.shtml
http://www.britannica.com/topic/teleological-ethics
5. What is the harm principle?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R9IM3ZKNMCk
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate situation ethics including its origins and development.

Situation Ethics are associated with Joseph Fletcher and is a subjective approach to
ethics. On the one hand it balances the importance of the Law and does not reject rules
completely, on the other it recognises the failing of legalism which leads to an empty
moral code. Looking to the example of Jesus and the Pharisees, the Pharisees had a moral
code which was so elaborate to try to cover all situations while Jesus went back to first
principles. In the example of the teaching on divorce the Pharisees went to the Law of
Moses which sought to cover the eventualities which might lead to divorce but Jesus went
back to creation and the purpose of marriage. Similarly in the story of the sinful woman
the Pharisees turned to their law to justify the woman’s death while Jesus turned to love
and compassion as all people have sinned.
As a result Fletcher put love as his guiding factor in determining moral behaviour. He said
that while a person approaches each situation with their experience and precedents from
the past, those must be laid aside if the principle of love is better served by a different
course of action. As such he defined love as:
• Love is always good
• Love is the only norm
• Love and justice are the same
• Love is not liking
• Love justifies the means
• Love decides there and then
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Activities
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/introduction/situation_1.shtml
http://www.rsrevision.com/Alevel/ethics/situation_ethics/
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Situational_Ethics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgjIdswNP14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ovqEDsmsvnc
http://www.rsrevision.com/Alevel/ethics/situation_ethics/strengths_
weaknesses_situation_ethics.pdf
1. Outline and explain the Situation Ethics approach to moral decision-making.
2. What are the strengths and weaknesses of this?
3. How might someone who uses situation ethics approach the following?
• The unmarried mother who might have to drop out from university because of an
unplanned pregnancy and who finds the father wants nothing to do with her
• The terminally ill patient who will have to fund their treatment from their personal
savings but who has a young family who will need the money after their death
which is inevitable
4. Create a table arguing why a teleological or deontological approach to moral decision
making is better
Why a teleological approach is better

Why a deontological approach is better
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3. Life and death issues

Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate abortion including the sanctity of life principle and the
personhood debate

Sanctity of life
The concept of the sanctity of life refers to the view that life is sacred, special and holy.
As a result life deserves respect and care and anything which seeks to destroy or end life
must be examined carefully. Furthermore, the concept of the sanctity of life includes the
view that all life is of equal value, regardless of place of origin, gender, physical or mental
quality etc.

© MonkeyBusinessImages/Thinkstock.com

The idea of the sanctity of life is often related to religious views that life comes from God
and that human life is set apart from animal life and therefore is of greater importance
and value. This belief is reflected in a number of biblical passages including Genesis 1:27
which points to human life being made in the image of God. This does not mean that
humans look like God but rather possess qualities that set them apart from animals and
allow a different kind of relationship with God. This may include that humans have a
developed will and intellect, complex emotions and personalities and a soul/spirit which
allows them to be in relationship with God. The special nature of human life is confirmed
in the Decalogue which states that humans should not murder. The Bible also contains
a number of passages such as Psalm 139 and Jeremiah 1 that speak of God’s knowledge
of a person even before they were born which has no similar parallel regarding the life of
animals.

The belief in the sanctity of life is shown in the teachings of the church. The Anglican
Church stated in 1998 that life is given from God and has intrinsic value. The Catholic
Catechism points to life as sacred because it involves God’s creative action. However, not
everyone accepts this belief. Personal autonomy suggests that each person should have
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the right to end their life and the same applies to the terminating of the embryo which
has severe abnormalities.
The different views on the sanctity of life will help people to make their own ethical
decisions on issues including abortion, euthanasia, IVF and capital punishment as these
decisions require a person to decide what value life has and are there circumstances in
which life can/should be taken by another.

Personhood
Personhood relates to the question of when a person should be regarded as a human
being and as a result when a person should be afforded the protection that goes with
being a human being. It includes difficult decisions about when the unborn becomes
a human being or do certain abnormalities stop someone being regarded as a human
being?
Christians will point towards the teaching of Psalm 139 and Jeremiah 1 where God
speaks of the creation of the unborn and his knowledge of them before birth. As a
result Christians will point to personhood from conception as this is the process of life
beginning and God knowing the person’s future and days. Interestingly in Luke 1 we read
of Elizabeth and Mary meeting while carrying their unborn children and Luke records
that John leapt within his mother Elizabeth’s womb which has caused some Christians to
suggest that the personhood of John could already be recognised. Therefore, this idea of
personhood drives Christian moral thinking, particularly in the area of abortion.
Not all thinking has regarded the life of the unborn as possessing personhood from
conception. Aristotle claimed that in the early stage of pregnancy the embryo was simply
in a vegetative state and that personhood was related to ensoulment which occurred
46 days after conception. Aquinas claimed that the male soul was implanted 40 days
after conception and the female soul 90 days after conception. This idea of ensoulment,
however, is not really accepted in the main stream Christian church.
Activities
1. Using the following link, and the information above, explain the concepts
of sanctity of life and personhood.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/abortion/philosophical/moralperson.shtml
2. How does the Bible support these concepts?
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/dictionary-of-bible-themes/5061-sanctitylife
https://answersingenesis.org/sanctity-of-life/abortion/
http://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/ethics-personhood/
http://www3.dbu.edu/mitchell/personho.htm
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3. Complete a spider diagram explaining what the sanctity of life and personhood
concepts would have to say in regard to the following moral issues

Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the distinction between different types of euthanasia

• Active euthanasia – This refers to a person taking definite actions designed to end a
person’s life e.g. a lethal injection. One name associated with this is Jack Kevorkian
who was an American doctor who invented the ‘mercitron’ which was basically a
suicide machine. The machine worked by allowing patients to end their life by pressing
a switch.
• Passive euthanasia – This refers to the ending/withdrawal/termination of treatment
which is prolonging a patient’s life. This does not have the involvement of the person
who is going to die e.g. removing treatment from a comatose patient causing them to
die. It could be argued that passive euthanasia is less ethical than active euthanasia as
passive euthanasia can cause more suffering than active euthanasia. If one compares
death quickly through a lethal injection to a slow death one can see this to be the case.
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• Voluntary euthanasia – This is linked with active euthanasia and is euthanasia
provided at the request of the person who wishes to die. In this case the person
believes death to be preferable to continuing to live.
• Involuntary euthanasia – This refers to euthanasia that is carried out without the
permission of the people who will die. Involuntary euthanasia carries the idea that the
person involved wants to live but is killed regardless. In most cases this is considered
to be murder.
• Non-voluntary euthanasia – This refers to euthanasia for those who are unable to
express their wish to die. This could be because the person in question is a baby or in a
vegetative stage.
Activities
Using the following links answer the following questions:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/sanctity/cheuthanasiarev1.
shtml
https://getrevising.co.uk/revision-cards/types_of_euthanasia
http://www.rsrevision.com/Alevel/ethics/euthanasia/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/euthanasia/overview/volinvol.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JZu-x1NXK2s
1. Explain in detail the key terms used to refer to the various forms of euthanasia.
2. Why might people be in favour or against each of the various types of euthanasia?
3. Using human experience examples, explain reasons for and against euthanasia. The
following table will help you to compile your reasons.
For euthanasia

Against euthanasia

Lynn Gilderdale
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=QBMXpVLLfZ0

Baroness Campbell
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=QBMXpVLLfZ0

http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2010/
jan/25/kay-gilderdale-devoted-mother

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
news/5803716/Baroness-CampbellBelieve-me-I-absolutely-love-my-life.
html

Debbie Purdy
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-englandleeds-25741005

Care not killing
http://www.carenotkilling.org.uk/about/

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
comment/8999739/Debbie-Purdy-Beingallowed-to-die-would-help-me-to-live.html
4. Prepare a class debate on the motion, ‘Different forms of euthanasia have different
levels of morality.’
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4. Developments in bioethics

© vchal/iStock/Thinkstock.com

Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate issues surrounding IVF.

IVF
IVF refers to the fertilising of an egg by a sperm outside of the human body in a test-tube
or Petri dish which is used in cases of infertility, something experienced by many couples
(over 10% of couples are infertile). The process involves a woman taking hormones that
cause her to super-ovulate, producing up to ten eggs a month. These are then removed,
fertilised, screened for health before being implanted back into the womb.
While IVF has allowed many infertile couples to have children it is not without its ethical
dilemmas. A major ethical concern for many is that many eggs are fertilised and those
which are deemed to be of lesser quality are rejected. This is also the case if too many
are fertilised and remain healthy. For those who believe that life begins at conception,
the embryos which are destroyed had the potential to be human life and had the right to
develop to full term. Furthermore, to increase the chance of a successful pregnancy, up to
two embryos will be implanted (though for women over forty it can be three) and if all are
successful this often leads to selective abortion.
Natural moral law is a further consideration as it points to the purpose of sex as both
unitive, bringing the couple together, and procreative, allowing for the potential of the
creation of life. Therefore, it is outside of the natural moral law to create life without
sex. One must further examine the morality of using medical technology to bring about
pregnancy when there are many children waiting for adoption. However, a teleological
approach to morality will examine the end to justify the means and this would suggest
that IVF can bring about the greatest happiness to the couple and wider family and
therefore is morally justifiable.
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Activities
1. Using the following links try to explain what IVF is and what some of the
moral and ethical dilemmas associated with it are.
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/IVF/Pages/Introduction.aspx
http://www.epm.org/resources/2010/Dec/7/what-are-moral-issues-related-vitrofertilization/
http://www.britannica.com/topic/in-vitro-fertilization
http://www.christianheadlines.com/columnists/al-mohler/christianity-and-test-tubebabies-the-ivf-issue-part-1-1283885.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/women/2013/august/overlooked-ethics-ofreproduction.html
2. What do Christians believe about IVF?
https://www.ministrymagazine.org/archive/2012/07/a-christian-understanding-of-invitro-fertilization
http://www.crosswalk.com/family/parenting/kids/is-ivf-an-ethical-choice-for-pro-lifeparents.html
http://www.christianliferesources.com/article/a-christian-s-questions-and-answersabout-ivf-337
3. Create a comparison table to explain how different ethical approaches may view IVF.
Ethical Approach

Views / Beliefs

Deontological approach of Christianity

Situation Ethics

Utilitarianism
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Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate developments such as pre-implantation genetic diagnosis
(PGD).
This refers to reproductive technology that modifies or manipulates the genes carried by a
pre-embryo in order to eradicate disease. This modified pre-embryo is then implanted into
the womb. This engineering is properly called Germ-line Therapy. The ‘improvements’ are
then passed on to future generations and thus may be capable of eliminating genetically
transmitted diseases.
While PGD does not interfere with the genetic makeup of the pre-embryo it does involve
screening embryos and only implanting those which are thought to be free from
abnormalities.
The key issues associated with PGD are:
• Gender selection – parents will be able to design their families perhaps to have a
balance of gender. A UK survey by the HFEA found the majority of people to be opposed
to such actions. Indeed, in some countries this might negatively skew the gender
balance where boys are deemed more preferable.
• Saviour siblings – it would be possible to create siblings which could donate tissue to
a brother or sister and at the same time reduce the chance of rejection of donor tissue.
However, Kantian ethics regards saviour siblings as merely a means to an end i.e.
human life is a commodity to save another.
• Elimination of fatal disease – screening can take place for illness e.g. Down’s syndrome
to enable the end of such diseases. On the one hand it could be argued that this
is a moral action as it would improve the quality of life for many, however such a
statement negatively suggests that those who suffer from such diseases have a lesser
quality of life than those who do not. Secondly, the slippery slope argument asks where
the line of ‘acceptable’ illness can be drawn. Should the embryo with more ‘minor’
ailments be rejected? If so, who will decide where the line of ‘acceptable’ ailments is to
be drawn.
• Designer babies – it could be possible to design babies to order. Eugenics is the
practice of engineering humans based on the perfect person. This would create a two
tier society where the rich could design their babies to their requirements.
Christians reject PGD based on the belief that life is sacred and ‘made in the image
of God’; PGD allows the destruction of embryos which are considered to be ‘lesser’
embryos. Pope John Paul said technologies such as PGD, ‘accepts life only under certain
circumstances and rejects it when it is affected by any limitations, handicaps or illness.’
A more secular approach places quality of life over sanctity of life and therefore accepts
PGD. Utilitarians, for example, claim that the greatest happiness can be achieved by
eradicating fatal diseases while saviour siblings could save another’s life which again
brings the greatest happiness.
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Activities
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8vxgfcq7IU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqRkElvQkYc
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/preimplantation-genetic-diagnosis.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zdd7sbk/revision/8
1. What arguments can you think of in favour of PGD?
2. What arguments can you think of against PGD?
3. What arguments might a Utilitarian give in favour of PGD?
4. What arguments might a Christian give against PGD?
Complete the following table on the issues associated with PGD. How might the following
issues be used to support or reject PGD?
Support PGD

Reject PGD

Gender selection

Saviour siblings

Elimination of fatal diseases

Designer babies
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5. Other aspects of human experience

Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the relevance of biblical ethics for any age
When it comes to a number of moral issues different groups in the
Christian Church interpret different issues in different ways. Each group claims that
their understanding of scripture is correct. This brings up the difficult issue of the role of
biblical ethics for religious believers in any age.
There are a number of particularly contentious issues that Christian groups disagree on.
Look at the following issues and explain how different religious groups interpret religious
texts in different ways to come to different ethical conclusions.
Homosexuality:
http://gaychurch.org/homosexuality-and-the-bible/calling-the-rainbow-nation-home/
The following article will help you to think about the relevance of Biblical ethics today.
Read the article and summarise it in 10–12 bullet points.
http://www.religionnews.com/2015/04/08/must-christianity-change-sexual-ethics-historymay-hold-key-commentary/
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the relevance of moral absolutes in an age of relativism
Many Christians believe that even in the Western world their faith is
increasingly under attack, particularly from a new wave of Atheism that has been
promoted by science and by some prominent writers such as Richard Dawkins. As a result
there is a renewed interest in the West in defending and defining the Christian faith.
The following give some examples of the methods used for defending Christianity and
show some of the debate between leading Christians and atheists.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VBbBenCTTwE
http://www.johnlennox.org/resources/
http://www.bethinking.org/
http://www.bethinking.org/apologetics/the-relevance-of-cs-lewis
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2013/november/cs-lewis-better-apologetics.html
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http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/ashers-bakery-to-appeal-gaycake-ruling-31260131.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/health-minister-poots-spends100000-on-gay-blood-ban-and-samesex-adoption-row-29584100.html
Think about the following questions:
• What are some of the big challenges to Christian morality in a relativistic age?
• Why might the Church say that defending and defining their moral values is essential
today?
• How is Christian culture clashing with secular culture? Give examples from the gay
blood ban row and Ashers bakery.
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate a consideration of the extent to which utilitarianism has
become the ‘ethics of the planet’
The idea of utilitarianism as the ‘ethics of the planet’ comes from the
writings of Iris Murdoch. Increasingly utilitarianism is seen as the ethical theory most
acceptable to a modern world as it seeks to provide the greatest good for the greatest
number of people. Of course there are at least two major problems: to what extent should
the greatest good for the greatest number be used to justify oppression of a minority and
how do we define what is good?
You should understand the application of utilitarianism to a number of key ethical
decisions. Use the following links to explain how utilitarianism has been applied in each
case:
http://www.utilitarian.net/singer/by/1995----08.htm
http://www.rsrevision.com/Alevel/ethics/abortion/ethics.htm
https://omgitsjez.wordpress.com/2012/01/02/euthanasia-a-utilitarian-perspective/
http://surrogacyandethics.weebly.com/utilitarianism.html
http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_71d43ed70100oeyc.html
http://www.utilitarian.org/criticisms.html
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate a consideration of the validity of narrative ethics
Narrative ethics points to the importance of a person’s story in making
ethics decisions. This encourages those who are making decisions to view a person’s past
and character in order to come to conclusions about the decision to be made. This means
that different ethical decisions will be reached for each individual; this is a teleological
rather than deontological approach to ethical issues.
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Using the following links explain the importance of narrative ethics in making ethical
decision in real life situations.
http://www.annalsoflongtermcare.com/content/the-power-stories-narrative-ethics-longterm-care
http://ethicalstudies.co.uk/?p=103
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the issues concerning abortion in relation to legal and
state responsibilities
The issue of abortion is one that is emotive for many reasons. The pro-life camp will point
to the importance of human life which should not be so easily discarded while pro-choice
will point to the importance of the rights of the mother which should take precedence over
those of the foetus.
Of particular concern are the legal issues around this and the debate over the UN
declaration of rights. To what extent does the UN Declaration of Human Rights protect the
unborn? Read the following and explain what it has to say on the issue.
http://www.nationalreview.com/bench-memos/247662/international-human-rights-lawand-unborn-child-john-keown
The state does have a responsibility to protect a mother and the right to offer abortion
in certain circumstances. There are a number of cases where the government has been
accused of not protecting those who need, or provide, abortion. Use the following links to
examine where those in favour, or need of, abortion have been failed by the state.
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/ireland/10119109/Irish-abortion-lawkey-factor-in-death-of-Savita-Halappanavar-official-report-finds.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-20321741
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-30116191
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-33570771
The issue of abortion in Northern Ireland has been debated in Stormont with a particular
focus on the issue of fatal foetal abnormalities. Using the links explain why political
representatives are for or against abortion.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-35546399
http://www.u.tv/News/2016/02/10/MLAs-reject-abortion-law-change-after-debate-53812
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Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the sovereignty of the individual in ethics

Personal sovereignty and autonomy is for many the bedrock of ethical decision making.
The idea that what happens to me and my body is for many a personal choice and right.
Therefore, this becomes the overriding principle in decision making. The issue of abortion
is one where this can be seen as it brings a potential clash of rights – the rights of the
mother against the rights of the unborn child.
Using the following links, explain the debate over the rights of the woman and the unborn
and why this brings a sharp debate by those on each side of the divide.
https://www.minnpost.com/community-voices/2015/08/we-must-proactively-defendwomens-right-choose-abortion
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/oct/14/abortion-right-to-privacywomen-right-to-equality
http://www.life.org.nz/abortion/abortionlegalkeyissues/rightsunbornchild/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/unborn-child-has-inalienable-right-to-life-at-allstages-of-development-ala
http://whistlinginthewind.org/2013/05/20/do-the-unborn-have-a-right-to-life/
While some debate the right to autonomy and the sovereignty of the individual it is
important to note that the decisions one makes can have an impact on others. Do
the consequences of personal autonomy really only affect the person who makes the
decision?
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/ulterior-motives/200910/your-actions-affectwhat-others-do-even-when-those-others-are-infants
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the relevance of faith and ethics in the public square

To what extent faith and ethics should influence or have an opinion in the public square
has caused much debate. The values of the state and the values of religion can be a
difficult clash of views. Read the following articles and note the difficulties that exist when
religion and the state come together.
http://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2012/05/monarchs-role-as-head-of-church-ofengland-unsustainable
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-16702806
There have been a number of high profile cases where Christians have sought to defend
their faith and ethics in the public square and this has led to some high profile court cases
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and fierce debate. Some people question if it is right for Christians to impose their beliefs
on others who do not hold those same beliefs.
Outline the background and ongoing debate in the following examples which demonstrate
the problem of faith and ethics in the public square:
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/ashers-gay-cake-court-casecouple-say-they-have-done-nothing-wrong-34412588.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/4530209.stm
Some organisations exist to encourage Christians to stand up for their beliefs and defend
the rights of Christians to do so. Outline the work of the Christian institute in encouraging
Christian freedom to express religious belief in the public square.
http://www.christian.org.uk/
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate how new reproductive technologies could potentially
undermine the equal dignity of individuals.
As reproductive technologies improve and increase in their availability and use there are
a number of issues over equality that are coming to the fore. A number of significant
questions need to be asked:
• Could reproductive technologies be used for families to select a certain gender, thus
undermining the importance of both genders?
• Does the discarding of ‘flawed’ embryos in the IVF process act as discrimination
against the disabled?
• Could reproductive technologies be used to determine the abilities and intellectual
status of a potential baby and could this determine if that embryo continues to full
term?
• Does the cost of reproductive technology make it accessible only to the rich?
Using the following links to other aspects of human experience, try to examine the
questions above and make notes on each case.
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2010/apr/03/sex-selection-babies
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-137312/Choose-sex-baby-15-000.html
http://www.lifenews.com/2013/11/25/disability-discrimination-killing-disabled-babies-inlate-term-abortions/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/parenting/unnatural-selection-is-evolvingreproductive-technology-ushering-in-a-new-age-of-eugenics/article1357885/?page=all
https://embryo.asu.edu/pages/ethics-designer-babies
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Glossary
Abortion – the intentional destruction of the foetus/unborn
Autonomy – in control of oneself, self-governing
Decalogue – referring to the Ten Commandments
Deontological – decision making based on external rules/predefined ideas, not based on
consequences; a duty based approach to morality
Double effect – where one action has a secondary consequence
Embryo – referring to the unborn child
Euthanasia – the killing of someone whose life is thought to be not worth living,
sometimes referred to as assisted suicide
Feminism – focusing on the rights of women
IVF – In vitro fertilization, the fertilising of an egg by sperm outside of the body
Jesus – in Christianity He is the Son of God, the foundation of the Christian faith
Moral – that which is right/viewed to be correct
Paul – Apostle and church leader
Personhood – referring to being a person
Proportionalism – thinking about right and wrong in terms of what leads to the human
good
Quality of life – referring to a person’s health and happiness
Sanctity of Life – the belief that life is sacred
Secular – not connected with religious beliefs/matters
Sermon on the Mount – a section of Jesus’s teaching recorded in Matthew 5–7
Slippery slope argument – the beginning of a downward movement in relation to ethics
Situation Ethics – a decision making process based on the situation in which the decision
occurs and the application of the agape principle
Surrogacy – the process of carrying and giving birth to a child that belongs to another
Teleological – when referring to moral decision making it focuses on outcomes/
consequences
Therapeutic – the process of healing
Utilitarianism – a moral action that serves to maximise the greatest happiness for the
greatest number
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