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RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Introduction

In using the following materials it should be noted that:
• The web-sites are intended only to prompt discussion
• Each comes with its particular perspective and other perspectives must be considered
(see the definition of “Hermeneutics” in the glossary)
• The substantive notes for each theme of this course contain a much more in-depth
discussion in light of scholarly opinion and debate
• The book by Birch, Brueggemann, Fretheim, and Petersen, A Theological Introduction
to the Old Testament, should also be consulted
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1. Covenant and Election

© Saklakova/iStock/Thinkstock.com

Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the term covenant, including: the theological concept,
context, and purpose of covenants including God’s election and call of
the ‘chosen people’ as shown in the Noahic (Genesis 9:1–17), Abrahamic
(Genesis 12:1–9, Genesis 17:1–27) and Mosaic (Exodus 19:1–15, Exodus
20:1–17) covenants.

A covenant is a solemn and binding treaty or agreement. Covenants can be conditional/
bilateral or unconditional/unilateral. There are four main covenants in the Old Testament:
the Noahic, Abrahamic and Davidic, which are unconditional/unilateral; and the Mosaic,
which is conditional/bilateral. The Mosaic Covenant is key.
This covenant, made by God with Israel at Sinai (Exodus 19–24), forms the central and
defining theological affirmation of the Old Testament. In its broadest sweep, it affirms
that the God of all creation has made an abiding commitment of fidelity to a chosen
people, Israel: this commitment is grounded in divine resolve to be in the relationship;
through that enduring commitment of fidelity, Israel is marked for all time as the
elect people of God, and God is marked for all time as the God of Israel. This bilateral
commitment (of God to people, and people to God, with requirements to be adhered to)
asserts that the Bible is fundamentally about a God in relationship: not a God in isolated
splendour. This relatedness is both interesting and troublesome in the context of faith:
if God is specially related to one group of chosen people, what is God’s relationship to
other people, and indeed the universe? In addition to this bilateral covenant, God also
makes unilateral covenant commitments to Abraham, Noah and David: the bilateral and
the unilateral complement one another, and while the bilateral covenant is primary,
both types are essential to Israel’s concept of covenantal fidelity. The most authoritative
traditions in the Old Testament are focused on remembering the meeting at Sinai which
resulted in the covenant.
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Covenant details in general:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ferLIsvlmI
Noahic Covenant:
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+9%3A1-17&version=NIV
http://www.christianity.com/theology/covenants/what-is-the-noahic-covenant.html
Abrahamic Covenant:
http://www.christianity.com/theology/covenants/what-is-the-abrahamic-covenant.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+12%3A1-9&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+17%3A1-27&version=NIV
Mosaic Covenant:
http://www.christianity.com/theology/covenants/what-is-the-mosaic-covenant.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+19%3A1-15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+20%3A1–17&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BGO9Mmd_cU
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Activities
Read the narratives of the covenants with Noah, Abraham and Moses and
critically evaluate the videos for each. Divide the class into groups. Each
group is to research one of the covenants and make a presentation on it to
the rest of the class. In each case consider:
•
•
•
•
•

The background to the covenant
The terms of the covenant
The implications of the covenant
What you think of the God of this covenant
How the covenant might relate to and have relevance for the modern world
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the term covenant, including the failure of the people to
observe covenant obligations.

While the act of making and renewing covenant has a number of characteristic features,
three in particular can be identified
1. God announces directly to Israel the defining commands and conditions of the
covenant: these are the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1–17). The commands
are absolute and seek to bring every part of Israel’s life under God’s rule and into
conformity with God’s will and purpose. These commandments clarify the ground for
Israel’s relationship to God and pertain particularly to the community of faith.
2. Israel swears an oath of fidelity and is for all times bound in obedience to these terms
of the relationship (see Exodus 24:3, 7).
3. Sanctions make clear that obedience to these commands is the necessary condition
of life and well-being (see Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28). Where the commands
are violated, a curse will make life miserable and unbearable for the community. The
harshness of the curses indicates that obedience is a life or death matter as the Sinai
covenant is shaped in rigorously conditional terms. But Israel often failed to meet
the covenant obligations. One example of this is the incident of the golden calf. The
following link gives a dramatization of the event along with the text of the story in the
second link.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j9SKl6259bc
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2032
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0GhR-2kPKI

Activities
Using the links above explain how the people of Israel broke the covenant in
this particular incident. Look at the first two commandments which can be
found in Exodus 20 and explore which of the commandments were broken.
As you work through the various sections of the specification look for, and note down,
some of the other ways the Ten Commandments were broken. Below are two links to
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the text of the story of David and Bathsheba and the words of the prophet Amos, which
indicate some of the ways the covenant was being broken. Summarize each piece of text
and highlight the ways you think the covenant was broken.
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Samuel%2011&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+2%3A4-16&version=NIV
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2. The Career of King David and the
Purpose of the Davidic Narratives
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate David and kingship, including the presentation of the
rise and reign of David (1 Samuel 17:1–18:16, 1 Samuel 24:1–22, 1 Samuel
28:1–25, 1 Samuel 31:1–13, 2 Samuel 2:1–3:1, 2 Samuel 5:17–8:1, 2 Samuel
11:1–13:38, Psalm 78:67–72).

© jahmaica/iStock/Thinkstock.com

KING DAVID

The story of David is found in First and Second Samuel, which represent one of the
greatest works of literature to survive from the ancient world. Taken as a whole, these
books bring together a clear-eyed view of socio-political realities, characters drawn with
psychological insight, and a theologically subtle claim for God’s providential role in
history: they are a classic example of the rich complexity of biblical narrative as a form of
writing.
First and Second Samuel provide an account of Israel’s transition from a tribal society
afflicted by anarchy and barbarism (Judges 17–21) to a monarchical society marked by
a bureaucratic self-aggrandizement (1st Kings 1–11). The key character in the transition
is David, who after being a shepherd boy becomes a tribal chief and ends up as a king.
The portrayal of David as a complex personality who changes in dramatic but coherent
ways over his life time is unparalleled in ancient literature. He is surrounded by a cast of
other narrative characters, all of whom are presented with vivid psychological depth. This
series of characters includes Samuel, Saul, Jonathan, Bathsheba, Nathan and so on. It
should also be noted that in addition to these characters and the events they depict, God
is involved but never excessively intrudes to usurp human agency.
The narratives of the books of Samuel may have their origins in the process of folk
culture and its celebration of the spectacular personality and well-remembered
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historical achievements of David, a figure who looms large in the social imagination of
ancient Israel. Note, however, that even if the narrative arises from folk tradition it is a
sophisticated artistic achievement that explores the interface of human choice, human
aberration, and divine intention.
Activities
Divide the class into two: each group represents the staff of a news-paper,
one of which is tabloid while the other is broad-sheet. After naming their
paper, each group is to produce an edition in keeping with the style of their
paper, covering the reign of David. The following texts and videos may be of
help in introducing perspectives on different events in David’s life.
1. David and Goliath:
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+samuel+17&version=NIV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ziGD7vQOwl8
2. David and Jerusalem:
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Samuel%205&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Samuel%206&version=NIV
https://prezi.com/qzlqh3vjgysm/king-david-establishes-jerusalem-as-the-capitol-of-isreal/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ah6OySY_OOM
3. David and Bathsheba
http://ancienthistory.about.com/od/bathsheba/a/021511-CW-Bathsheba.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+11&version=NIV
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of,
and critically evaluate David and kingship, including the debate between
minimalists and maximalists.
Earlier critical scholarship believed that by the time of David we had arrived at historically
reliable narratives. The issue is now much more disputed among scholars. The more
sceptical view of these narratives (and other texts) is that they contain little or no reliable,
externally corroborated data; this position is held by a group known as the “minimalists”.
At the other end of the spectrum some scholars are happy to accept the historical
veracity of the biblical account on its own terms; these may be termed “maximalists”.
Most biblical scholars deploy a degree of wariness in relation to questions of historicity,
though perhaps not to the extent displayed by those termed “minimalists”. It may be
suggested that in part at least “maximalists” tend to believe the accuracy of the Bible
as read through the influence of prior faith commitments as much as by scholarship. A
more balanced judgment of the books of Samuel is that we have a historically grounded
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memory of a tribal chieftain of modest proportions, which has been enhanced and
exaggerated through artistic imagination.
One aspect of the dispute over historicity is centred on a stela, found by archaeologists at
the excavation at Tel Dan: it has an inscription which might read “House of David”, thereby
proving David existed. This stela is dated by some archaeologists to the ninth century BCE,
though this is disputed by others. Such a date would seem to be an authentication of the
biblical text in its presentation of Davidic rise and rule; but note that even a dated piece
of evidence like this is no verification for any detail of the textual tradition. Whatever
the “facts of the case”, they are irretrievable. We need to therefore focus on the way the
traditioning process itself intends us to remember and assess the transition from tribal
society to monarchy in ancient Israel.
Activities
Hold a class debate, organized in the most suitable way for your students,
on the topic “We cannot be certain whether David existed or not.” This will
be a way to explore and assess the issues associated with the historicity of
David, the strengths and weaknesses of both minimalists and maximalists, and possible
purposes of the Davidic narratives.
In preparation for the debate the following programmes may be watched; the first two
offer a good introduction to the impact of archaeology to biblical interpretation, including
the reign of David; the third questions whether David was a historical figure:
The Bible’s Buried Secrets_ Part 1_Archaeology to David
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQ7h9CPkuV8
The Bible’s Buried Secrets_ Part 2_David and Solomon to the formation of Judaism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJt_CURTFnI
Francesca Stavrakopoulou on King David:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UhiABi6vw3A&list=PLvXVV4zTArgK5jWBvfS2gsUVZJFi5aHX
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3. The Relationship Between Kingship
and Prophecy
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the monarchy, including the role of the king (Psalm 72).
Psalm 72 depicts the various roles of a king in an exaggerated style: he
is to bring justice, rain, fertility, prosperity, long life, concern for the poor, the defeat of
enemies and the subjugation of other kings. It is thought the psalm was composed for the
inauguration of a Davidic king in Jerusalem. In tenor and style, it is appropriate for such
an occasion and could be used each time there was an enthronement ceremony. Thus,
it is not about a specific king; rather, it is about the office and vocation of kingship. The
belief that rulers were the agency through whom the gods dealt with their people was a
common feature of the monarchical cultures surrounding Israel. The administration of
justice, the conduct of warfare, and the provision of well-being belonged to the office of a
king: he was believed capable of these responsibilities because power flowed to the people
from a deity through the king.
Psalm 72 is a particularly clear example of Israel’s appropriation of this view. Repeatedly
the poem connects what God in an intercessory way is requested to do for the king
with the acts the king is expected to do for the people. In Israel’s adoption of royal
theology, a priority emerges that is characteristic of its understanding of God: justice
and righteousness. These qualities became the first and organizing responsibility of a
king upon which all else depended. They were not one item on a list but the foundation
on which everything else rested: justice for the helpless was the definitive mark of the
reign of God and the key priority for the king. The king himself was to be the source of
righteousness, well-being, fertility, and victory, the one who saved the helpless when they
called, the one served by nations, and the one whose name endured forever. This is an
exalted view of kingship, with an undercurrent of propaganda.
In the books of Kings, this type of royal theology is probed and questioned, especially
through charismatic prophetic figures like Elijah and Elisha: issues raised include
where divine power is manifest, by whom, whether kings exercise a monopoly on power,
what happens when they do not adequately fulfil their role, and whether God can be
domesticated.
Read the passage below:
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+72

Activities
In groups, draw up a list of characteristics students would want in the ideal
ruler in the modern world; note the characteristics and roles of the ideal king
presented in Psalm 72; explore and discuss how the kings presented in the
stories connected with this theme and compare with the ideal of Psalm 72.
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Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of,
and critically evaluate Elijah’s confrontation with royal power reflecting
contrasting concepts of government, society and religion (1 Kings 18:1–46,
21:1–29).
Several points can be made about Elijah in relation to the stories told about him.
Elijah is presented as the quintessential Mosaic prophet. He is clearly linked to
and patterned after Moses, and this is why he is so appealing to a Deuteronomistic
perspective. It can be said that in Elijah, the Mosaic tradition came alive with new power.
Elijah is invested with remarkable powers to enact transformative miracles: he is
presented as a man of power for life, through whom the life sustaining presence of God
is made manifest (see 1st Kings 17). This chapter represents an abrupt and decisive
interruption of the royal narrative; a pause to begin to consider the prophetic counterforce
in Israel’s life. In Elijah we encounter the raw, unfiltered power of God that lies completely
beyond the command of royal houses as he cares for an alien widow (1st Kings 17:8–16)
and demonstrates his power for life against death (1st Kings 17:17–24): authentic divine
authority and real energy for concern and amazing transformation lie outside the claims
of monarchy.
Elijah is presented as the great champion of God and of religious Yahwism in its life-ordeath struggle with Baalism (see 1st Kings 18). The contest at Mount Carmel is a defining
moment in the religious history of Israel when Baalism, supported by the dynasty of Omri,
was regarded as the sharp antithesis of Yahwism and as a primal threat to God’s rule.
Elijah, in prophetic fierceness, is portrayed as God’s fearless champion who establishes
the singular claim of God against entrenched religious, political power. It is significant
that following the contest, Elijah is capable of producing rain: that which the king should
have guaranteed according to Psalm 72 comes instead from a marginalized prophet; God’s
power is not “managed” by the royal system and thus the subversive claim of the story
against Ahab asserts that a king who cannot cause rain does not have the power that
properly belongs to the office.
The fierce and deeply religious contrast between God and Baal is matched in the
narratives by an equally intense conflict between competing economic theories of land
and property, which are linked to religious claims. In 1st Kings 21, Elijah, on behalf of
Naboth, is spokesperson for an old tribal theory of inheritance that precludes the royal
notion of land as a tradable commodity. In this understanding, the land was not Naboth’s
private property to dispose of as he pleased: it belonged to the whole family or clan
through whom it had been passed down from generation as a sacred inheritance. By
connecting the religious contest of 1st Kings 18 to the economic conflict of chapter 21,
the text makes clear that religious loyalty and economic-political practices are closely
intertwined with each other. The outcome of the Naboth confrontation is that Elijah
pronounces a massive prophetic threat against the dynasty of Ahab (1st Kings 21:20–24)
that awaited fulfilment until 2nd Kings 9:30–37. The connection between oracle and
narrative fulfilment underlines that the prophetic word of Elijah is indeed powerful and
effective in the historical process.
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Activities
Read the two passages below and think about the following questions:
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+18%3A1–
19&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+kings+21%3A1–
29&version=NIV
http://www.bibleteachingnotes.com/templates/System/details.
asp?id=29183&fetch=8295
https://www.youtube. om/watch?v=ZFHuNLH8exQ
•
•
•
•
•

How are each of the three characters, Elijah, Ahab and Obadiah presented
in the text?
How do Obadiah and Ahab compare in term of their attitude to Elijah?
In what ways do Obadiah and Ahab show a different relationship to God
in their actions?
Why do you think Ahab called Elijah the ‘troubler of Israel’?
Create a flow chart outlining the main events that happened in each
story.
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4. Prophecy and the Prophet Amos

Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the Micaiah incident (1 Kings 22:1–40).

Ahab, son of Omri, king in Samaria, is reckoned to be a great king, but also a great threat
to revolutionary Yahwism. In this chapter, Ahab’s reign is brought to an ignoble end. The
chapter consists of a prophetic intervention (1 Kings 22:1–28), followed by a military
report (1 Kings 22:29–40). The presenting problem in the narrative is Israel’s seemingly
endless war with Syria (Aram) over disputed territory. The narrative begins with a royal
consultation between Ahab and his Southern counterpart, Jehoshaphat. The exchange
between the two kings is brief. Ahab asserts that the disputed territory belongs to Israel.
Jehoshaphat does not dissent and pledges his complete military co-operation. But the
narrative is not in fact a story about war. The real issue is the deep struggle for Yahwism in
the face of compromised alternatives championed by Ahab and Jezebel.
Activities
Read the content of the confrontation of Micaiah ben Imlah with Ahab from the following
link:
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+king+22&version=NIV
Makes notes on the passage you have read using the following questions:
• Which Kings meet in the passage and what do they discuss?
• How many prophets does the king have? How does the passage suggest they cannot be
trusted?
• Why do you think Micaiah tells the king to go to battle and then later say that he
should not?
• What does Micaiah say is responsible for giving the message to the false prophets?
• What message of judgment does Micaiah give to Ahab?
• How do the words of Micaiah come true and the words of the false prophets prove false?
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the oracles to the surrounding nations and the link to
Amos 9:7–8.

To appreciate the full impact of Amos’ oracles against the nations in chapters 1 and 2,
it helps to have a map of the biblical world. Notice that the speeches are ordered in a
very intentional, geographic way, so that the prophet’s fierce indictments begin away
from Israel but gradually zero in, moving directionally from the northeast (1:3–5) to the
southwest (1:6–8) to the northwest (1:9–10) to the southeast (1:11–12) to two close–by
locations directly to the east of Judah (1:13–2:3). The prophet then rhetorically moves
to the west, delivering an indictment to the southern kingdom of Judah (2:4–5), before
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finally culminating in the original focus of his concern, the northern kingdom of Israel
(2:6–16). Once landing on the map of Israel, notice that the speech lengthens and
becomes more detailed, as Amos gets into his stride. Notice that while the foreign nations
are indicted for essentially obvious war crimes, Israel is indicted for violation of Torah/Law
ethics (compare vv. 6–8 with the laws against economic exploitation in Exodus 21–22 and
Deuteronomy 24). The point is clear: in Israel, economic exploitation and social injustice
are on equal footing with the worst of violent crimes because Israel (unlike the other
nations) has Torah/Law instruction to guide them.

HOLY BIBLE TO AMOS

Activities
Using the map in the link below, trace the development of the oracles against
the nations, noting in each case why particular nations are condemned,
exploring how and why Israel and Judah are also indicted, and examining the
link to Amos 9:7–8.
Amos’ oracles against the nations, with map
https://coffeewiththeking.org/2015/11/10/amos1b/
Amos’ oracles against the nations
http://biblicalstudies.org.uk/pdf/jbl/1992-4_683.pdf
Amos and the link to Amos 9:7
http://experimentaltheology.blogspot.co.uk/2008/01/amos-97-exodus-inplural.html
The oracles against the nations can now be placed in the wider context of the
book of Amos. The following links begin to introduce this:
Amos and Justice
https://peacetheology.net/pacifism/4-healing-justice-the-prophet-amosand-a-new-theology-of-justice/
Amos in the Public Square
http://www.tyndalehouse.com/tynbul/library/TynBull_2007_58_2_01_
Klingbeil_AmosPublicSquare.pdf
Amos and the Amaziah confrontation
https://disorientedtheology.wordpress.com/smartypants-stuff/prophetpriest-and-plumbline/
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5. Other Aspects of Human Experience

Learning Objective – Critically evaluate the problems of the divine will as it
manifests itself in diverse and opposing religious groups.
As we have learnt, the Bible does not speak with one voice. Therefore, the
Bible has to be interpreted by Judaism, Christianity and Islam, the world religions that
are to a greater or lesser extent based on it. It should be noted that there are not only
divisions between the religions, but also within them (and sometimes these intra-religious
disputes are every bit as bitter as the inter-religious ones, as evidenced in the SunniShia split in Islam). It should also be noted that in the modern world ecumenism takes
place not only within different traditions of the one faith (i.e., the different branches
of Christianity finding ways to work together) but also between the different religious
traditions themselves as they try to find what they hold in common (e.g., this sort of
dialogue is now quite common place in some parts of the world among Jews, Christians
and Muslims).
For this section we will focus on the issue of how different and sometimes opposing
religious groups relate to each other, noting that progressive Jews, Muslims and Christians
might join together to oppose fundamentalist interpretation wherever it arises.
Firstly, read the following articles and explain why each religion believes its faith to be the
true faith.
http://christianity.net.au/questions/why_is_christianity_the_true_religion
http://www.islamic.org.uk/whyislam.htm
http://www.aish.com/jw/s/48892792.html
Now read about how different groups and religions are seeking to relate to one another
constructively.
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-programmes/ecumenicalmovement-in-the-21st-century/member-churches/special-commission-on-participationof-orthodox-churches/sub-committee-ii-style-ethos-of-our-life-together/ecumenicaldialogue
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/chrstuni/card-kasper-docs/rc_pc_
chrstuni_doc_20030227_ecumenical-dialogue_en.html
http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2015/01/13/pope-francis-speech-to-inter-religiousmeeting-in-sri-lanka/
http://www.corrymeela.org/resources/peace-conflict
pg 15
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Assess this critique of fundamentalism.
http://www.bidstrup.com/religion.htm
Explore how religious groups can come to see themselves as the true faith. Discuss the
basis for ecumenical dialogue, exploring its advantages and disadvantages.
Learning Objective – Critically evaluate the perennial issue of religious
exclusivity/inclusivity.

As a starting point for the exploration of the perennial issue of religious inclusivity and
exclusivity it should be noted that there are texts in the Bible that move in one direction—
exclusion—while there are also texts that move in the opposite direction—inclusion. This
observation on the nature of the biblical text may be used as the basis for examination of
exclusion in the modern church, how this is justified and whether this takes account of
everything the Bible says. Taking this approach, the following topics may be researched
for their relationship to Bible and theology: apartheid; sectarianism; ethnic cleansing,
sexism, homophobia. This list may be added to appropriately.
The following may help prompt discussion:
http://request.org.uk/issues/social-issues/case-study-apartheid/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-10725711
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/peter-curran/sectarianism-religion-and_b_1000544.html
http://www.academia.edu/3047115/Ethnic_Cleansing_as_Religious_Practice_Religion_
Ethnicity_and_Political_Conflict_in_Bosnia_During_the_War
https://www.es.amnesty.org/uploads/media/Iraq_ethnic_cleansing_final_formatted.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/prejudice/christianityrev3.shtml
http://www.rsrevision.com/GCSE/shortcourse/equality/sexism.htm
https://carm.org/why-are-christians-homophobic
http://www.createdgay.com/fear.html
The class should be broken into groups. Each group will research a topic related to
the theme of exclusion/inclusion — either one of the ones listed or one identified in
discussion with the teacher. Each group will report back to the rest of the class on its
findings, concentrating on the religious dimensions of what the group has discovered.
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Learning Objective – Critically evaluate religious, moral and legal
responsibilities of political and religious leadership in any age.

In Britain, where secularism is more and more the order of the day, there is increasing
debate whether religious leaders should have any influence any longer over laws as
a matter of right. Bishops sitting in the unelected House of Lords as ‘Lords Spiritual’
certainly appears to give Christianity, in its established church form, a privileged position.
It may be argued that unelected religious leaders should not automatically exert such
influence and that religious leaders should have no say in the setting of laws. Similarly,
in Ireland, it might be argued that the Catholic Church exerted too much influence for too
long over state law. In addition, it might be argued that the British monarch occupying
the role of both head of state and head of the established church is anachronistic and
inappropriate in the modern world. The following articles explore some of these issues
from their particular perspective.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-16702806
http://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2012/05/monarchs-role-as-head-ofchurch-of-england-unsustainable
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/ways-with-words/10168512/AC-GraylingChurch-has-too-much-influence.html
http://www.irishcentral.com/opinion/others/is-ireland-trying-to-shake-off-the-shackles-ofthe-catholic-church-212464231-238186561.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/feb/17/faith-hope-and-secularity-ireland-onbrink-of-change-as-church-power-wanes
http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/commentandblogs/2015/05/25/the-irish-churchs-failureshave-caused-its-people-to-choose-secularism-over-faith/
Organize a class debate on the subject, “This class believes the church has had too much
influence in society and that this must end.”

Learning Objective – Critically evaluate the issue of the interpretation of
religious texts.

The interpretation of texts must involve hermeneutics. Hermeneutics is the theory of
interpretation: thinking about how and why we interpret the way we do. Whether we
know it or not, everyone brings assumptions and presuppositions to how we interpret
texts. These are part of the hermeneutic process. It is possible to identify different
types of hermeneutics, including fundamentalist hermeneutics, feminist hermeneutics,
liberationist hermeneutics. The following attempt to introduce the complexity of
hermeneutics.
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A Humorous Introduction to Hermeneutics:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xe9k6LrOOzw
Jens Zimmerman on Hermeneutics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6wPTV5hyB0Y
Anthony Thiselton on Hermeneutics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1UY7_KA8L0
Different denominations and church groups interpret religious texts in different ways. This
has been the case since biblical times. The following gives a survey of topics that have
involved the church in change and conflict.
http://www.religioustolerance.org/conflict.htm
In the modern world, the church is conflicted over a number of issues. Among these, the
following introduces two.
Homosexuality:
http://gaychurch.org/homosexuality-and-the-bible/calling-the-rainbow-nation-home/
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/stephen-donnan/northern-ireland-marriageequality_b_8505432.html
Women in Church leadership:
http://catholicism.about.com/od/beliefsteachings/f/Women_Priests.htm
http://www.catholic-womens-ordination.org.uk/resources.htm
https://www.christiantoday.com/article/pope.francis.says.its.a.closed.book.but.some.
catholic.women.are.getting.ordained.anyway/65057.htm
As a class draw up a list of principals that are important for you in interpreting biblical
texts. For example, if the Bible endorses violence, what principal should govern
the interpretation of this text? Should it simply be obeyed or should, for example,
a Christocentric hermeneutic be applied? This would involve discerning what the
teaching of Christ encourages and directs. Should an exclusive or inclusive hermeneutic
predominate?

Learning Objective – Critically evaluate the relationship between
monarchy, religion and politics.

Religion and monarchy have always had a tense but interwoven history. The values of
the state and the values of religion can clash. Read the following article and note the
difficulties that exist when religion and the state come together. It is from a British
context but more general issues and principals may be identified.
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http://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2012/05/monarchs-role-as-head-of-church-ofengland-unsustainable
In Britain, the story of Henry VIII represents an important stage of how politics, religion
and the monarchy came together and laid the foundation for a settlement that still exists.
Watch the following and critically discuss how the relationship between the monarch and
religion developed.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zkp7TPZHjyA

Learning Objective – Critically evaluate the challenge of opposing values to
the religious believer in a relativistic age.

Britain and Ireland are now pluralist societies, particularly Britain. That is, different
religions now exist side by side in the same society and Christianity in some ways has lost
its privileged position. Increasingly, Britain and Ireland are also secularist. This means
that for many religion is irrelevant. Many Christians perceive this change of context as a
threat, one of the dimensions of which is said to be relativism. For some, the threat has
been accentuated by the type of atheism promoted by writers such as Richard Dawkins.
The following explore the relationship between religion and secularism.
http://www.secularism.org.uk/what-is-secularism.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/atheism/types/secularism.shtml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/8609858/How-religion-hasclashed-with-secular-society.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/belief/2011/jul/07/secularismneutrality-religion-atheism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VBbBenCTTwE
http://www.bethinking.org/apologetics/the-relevance-of-cs-lewis
The following introduce and explore the concept of pluralism
http://www.religioustolerance.org/rel_plur1.htm
http://www.bethinking.org/truth/religious-pluralism
http://commonsenseatheism.com/?p=3245
http://pluralism.org/what-is-pluralism/
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In small groups, think about the following questions and share reflections:
• Aggressive faith and aggressive atheism are equally dangerous. Discuss.
• Since all faiths worship God, should Christianity work with other religions, especially
other monotheistic religions, in opposing secularism?
• What are some of the main points made by modern defenders of Christianity like C. S.
Lewis and John Lennox?

Learning Objective – Critically evaluate discerning the true prophetic voice
in any age.

One of the central themes of the Old Testament is the confrontation between entrenched
royal power and the voices of prophets rooted in the egalitarian standards of the Mosaic
Covenant. This type of confrontation, in which prophetic voices speak out against
injustice, finds many counterparts in history. Below, you will find a list of women and men
who authentically fit into this prophetic pattern. The list is not exhaustive and may be
added to.
Emmeline Pankhurst
http://spartacus-educational.com/WpankhurstE.htm
http://www.biography.com/people/emmeline-pankhurst-9432764
Susan B. Anthony
http://www.biography.com/people/susan-b-anthony-194905#death-and-legacy
http://www.history.com/topics/womens-history/susan-b-anthony
Harriet Tubman
http://www.blackhistorystudies.com/resources/resources/facts-about-harriet-tubman/
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/harriet-tubman
Aung Sang Suu Kyi
http://www.biography.com/people/aung-san-suu-kyi-9192617#arrest-and-election
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-11685977
Oscar Romero
http://cafod.org.uk/News/International-news/Oscar-Romero-life-timeline
http://www.caritas.org.au/docs/primary-school-resources/oscar-romero-biography.docx
Trevor Huddleston
http://www.nytimes.com/1998/04/21/world/archbishop-trevor-huddleston-84-dies-foughtapartheid-from-its-earliest-days.html
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http://www.sahistory.org.za/people/father-trevor-huddleston
Desmond Tutu
http://www.thefamouspeople.com/profiles/desmond-tutu-75.php
Martin Luther King, Jr.
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/martin-luther-king-jr
http://www.biography.com/people/martin-luther-king-jr-9365086#i-have-a-dreamhttp://
www.biography.com/people/martin-luther-king-jr-9365086#i-have-a-dream
The class should be divided into groups of two or three. Each group, in consultation with
the teacher, should research a person who has prophetically raised their voice, identifying
the situation of injustice and explaining why the group thinks this is an example of an
authentic prophetic voice.
Learning Objective – Critically evaluate perennial issues surrounding social
justice, human rights and moral responsibility.

People who speak out against injustice are important and can be inspirational. But it
also important to understand the history and background to situations that give rise to
injustice. From the second half of the twentieth century, Liberation Theology, starting in
Latin America but spreading around the world from there, has attempted to take seriously
issues of global poverty and oppression. Grounding its analysis in texts like the story of
the Exodus story and Jesus’ announcement in Luke’s Gospel that his mission was to bring
“good news to the poor” Liberation Theology has assisted grass-root communities address
their own problems. It is therefore an empowering theology and has introduced concepts
such as “structural sin” into theological debate, thereby underlining that sin is more
than personal actions and is embedded in unjust social structures. Some have accused
Liberation Theology of relying too heavily on Marxist analysis but others have argued
that it stresses the importance of aspects of biblical teaching that have been ignored. The
following links introduce dimensions of Liberation Theology.
Liberation Theology
http://liberationtheology.org/library/a-concise-history-of-liberation-theology.pdf
http://www.landreform.org/boff1.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/beliefs/liberationtheology.shtml
A large number of aid and development agencies are currently working to
end poverty and create a better world for all. The following links introduce the
work of some of them and indicate their priorities.
https://www.trocaire.org/about/history
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/aboutus/who/history/index.aspx
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/aboutus/who/aims/our_aims.aspx
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http://www.christianaid.org.uk/aboutus/who/what_we_stand_for/Life_before_death.aspx
http://www.tearfund.org/en/about_us/
As a class draw up a list of issues that are of concern. This might include but is not limited
to: hunger, poverty, war, child labour, modern slavery, migration, gender injustice, climate
change. When the list is completed and agreed, break the class into groups, with each
group researching a different issue. In each case, try to get to the root causes of the issue,
how it may be related to other justice issues, what is being done to address it, and what
more could be done. Each group will report back to the rest of the class on its research.
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Glossary
Abraham – the first of the Patriarchs in the Hebrew Bible, regarded as foundational to the
establishment of Judaism; he is also important in Christianity and Islam
Alliances – agreements, often political, between nations to support and defend one
another; as Israel developed as a monarchy, it established a network of alliances
Amaziah – prophet found in Amos 7 at King Jeroboam’s shrine at Bethel; regarded as a
false prophet from the perspective of the Mosaic Covenant
Amos – prophet from Tekoa in the Southern Kingdom of Judah, who delivered a deeply
critical message to the Northern Kingdom of Israel; the first of the writing prophets
Baal – best known and most prominent Canaanite deity; presented as a storm god,
fertility god, warrior god, who was the primary rival to Yahweh for the loyalty of Israel
Call – an encounter with God that marked the starting point for the role of a prophet; call
narratives often indicate what will be important for particular prophets
Chosen people – a group selected to be God’s special people in the world; Israel’s sense of
being chosen is the pervasive, governing premise of faith in the Old Testament
Circumcision – a sign of the covenant made with Abraham; it indicates that all Israelites
were included in Yahweh’s promises and requirements
Covenant – a solemn, binding and enduring agreement between God and Israel, rooted
in God’s resolve to be in relationship; the Sinai covenant is the central one in the Old
Testament
David – the second King of Israel, remembered as the best Israel ever had; the end of the
Davidic line of kings gave rise to the hope of a Messiah
Decalogue – the Ten Commandments, which represent the heart of the Law/Torah and
constitute a summary of Old Testament thinking about ethics
Divine Council – the heavenly court over which Yahweh presides; the concept emerges
from polytheism and can be seen in 1st Kings 22 and Isaiah 6
Ecstasy – a frenzied state associated with prophetic activity across the ancient near east;
in ancient Israel, ecstasy was sometimes associated with prophecy, but not always
Election – another way of talking about being chosen; it carries with it the deep
requirement to live in obedience to Yahweh by adhering to God’s standards
Ethics – in general terms, that which is right or wrong; in Old Testament terms, ethics are
rooted in the covenantal standards of love of God and love of neighbour
Exile – the removal of the people from the land; the Northern Kingdom of Israel fell to
Assyria in 721 BCE; the Southern Kingdom of Judah fell to Babylon in 587 BCE
Henotheism – the acceptance of several gods, out of which one is supreme and worthy of
worship and loyalty; henotheism represents a stage between polytheism and monotheism
Hermeneutics – the theory of interpretation; explicitly or implicitly everyone has a
framework for reading; hermeneutics works out what it is
Israel – it sometimes refers to all of the people and all of the territory, especially in the
era of the united kingdom; it can also refer to the Northern state after the division of the
kingdom
Judah – refers to the Southern Kingdom after the division of the united monarchy;
Jerusalem became its capital and the source of Davidic theology
Kingship – the position or office of the King; originally Israel understood that God was its
King, but later this was mediated through the human institution of kingship
Jerusalem – the capital city of Israel from the time of David and subsequently of Judah; it
became the seat of the Davidic dynasty and the location of Solomon’s temple
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Judgment – God’s condemnation of injustice, unethical behaviour and aberrant worship
as determined by the standards of the Mosaic Covenant
Micaiah – the prophet of Yahweh who opposed the 400 court prophets in 1st Kings 22 and
delivered an oracle of death against King Ahab; he saw the workings of the Divine Council
Monotheism – belief in one God; this came late in the development of religious thought
in ancient Israel and was clearly established by the time of 2nd Isaiah
Moses – leader of the Exodus event; he was the human agent sent by Yahweh to achieve
liberation for the Hebrew slaves in the historical arena and giver of the law at Sinai
Noah – the one chosen to survive the flood; God made a covenant with all creation
through him and marked it with the symbol of the rainbow as a sign of God’s good intent
Oracle – a generally short, poetic speech understood as a message from God through a
prophet; prophetic oracles may be as close as we can get to the actual words of a prophet
Polytheism – belief in many gods, a number of which a person could worship; the
religious background to the ancient near east is polytheistic or henotheistic
Post-exilic – the period after the Israelites returned from exile, generally regarded as
beginning in 537 BCE; associated with the second temple period
Pre-exilic – the period before the exile, which ended in 721 BCE for the Northern Kingdom
of Israel and 587 BCE for the Southern Kingdom of Judah
Prophet – a person who delivered a message for God; biblical prophecy was part of a
phenomenon which was wide spread across the ancient near east from early times
Redaction – the editing of sources and traditions inherited by later interpreters; redaction
criticism is one of the main historical-critical ways of analysing the bible
Samuel – the prophet who anointed Saul as the first king of Israel; an important figure
when Israel was a theocracy, who warned of the abuses of kingship
Social justice – a key concept in the Hebrew Bible often expressed in the phrase “justice
and righteousness”; it is rooted in the egalitarian vision of the Mosaic Covenant
Temple – built by Solomon in Jerusalem as the central place of worship, it came to
represent God’s presence in Israel; a theological crisis ensued when it was destroyed
Torah – often translated as “Law” it means instruction or authoritative teaching; centred
in the Decalogue, it came to mean the whole of the Pentateuch, the first five books of the
Bible
Unconditional – without conditions or requirements to be met; in terms of unconditional
covenants, God will stay true to divine promises irrespective of human actions
Yahweh – the name of God in the Old Testament, it is derived from the tetragrammaton,
the four letters YHWH or JHVH, which are pronounced Yahweh or Jehovah
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