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RELIGIOUS STUDIES

1. The Context of Acts
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the background to the Acts of the Apostles, including
internal and external evidence for the authorship of Acts.
The author of any book is important as it is they who shape the book and therefore shape
our thinking. Knowing who penned a book can tell us if the author is biased in anyway
and has a hidden agenda or is accurate and can be relied upon for the information they
record. It is important to know where the author got their information from – are they an
eyewitness or are simply recording second-hand what has been passed on to them? The
authorship of any book of the Bible is therefore very important if we are to decide if the
work is reliable, trustworthy and accurate.
The authorship of Acts, and by extension Luke, is extremely important given that they
make up over one quarter of the New Testament. While the Gospel of Luke deals with the
life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus, the book of Acts deals with the ongoing
ministry of the Church. The two books claim to be part of one unit; a two volume work.
This is important as we can find clues to the authorship (and date) of Acts from Acts,
Luke’s Gospel and the early church Fathers.
External Evidence
• Muratorian Fragment
• Irenaeus
• Clement of Alexandria
• Tertullian
• Anti-Marcionite Prologue
Internal Evidence
There are three pieces of internal evidence:
• the unity of authorship of Luke and Acts
• evidence that the author was a travelling companion of Paul
• indirect evidence.
Unity of Authorship of Luke and Acts
• Theophilus
• he mentions his former work
• makes known his intention of continuing the history
• identity of style between Acts and the third Gospel
• Greek texts of the third Gospel and of the Acts reveals that there is in them a
remarkable similarity of thinking and writing
• same regard for the Gentiles
• same respect for the Roman Empire
• same treatment of the Jewish rites
• same broad conception that the Gospel is for all
• Phrases which the third Gospel and Acts both use reveal an identity of authorship
• parallels in structure and content
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Evidence that the Author was a Companion of Paul
Hewitt (1972 p20f) tells us that there are four passages in Acts (16 v 10 – 17, 20 v 5 – 15,
21 v1 – 18 and 27 v 1 to 28 v 16) where the writer begins to write ‘we’ went there, ‘we’ did
that, ‘we’ sailed etc. From these we gather that the author joined Paul at Troas (Could he
have been the man in Paul’s vision from Macedonia?). If, then the writer of these passages
(referred to as the ‘we passages’) which are eyewitness accounts can be proved to be the
author of the whole book then our problem is simplified. In attempting to show them to be
the same we look at the literary style and the language, and doing that we can detect no
difference. We are now faced with a problem: who wrote the travel diary or ‘we passages’?
Who were Paul’s travelling companions? In his letters Paul speaks of nine companions.
Of these nine the author of the ‘we passages’ mentions Timothy, Aristarchus, Trophimus
by name therefore they can’t be the author. Mark was no longer a travelling companion
and Demas had deserted Paul. This leaves four possibilities – Crescens, Justus, Titus and
Luke. Hewitt (1972 p22) states that Crescens and Justus had very little contact with Paul
so that rules them out. Titus is not mentioned in Acts, but because he is not mentioned
in any Church traditions either, this makes him an unlikely candidate. So we are left with
Luke, and we do know that Luke was with Paul during his imprisonment in Rome, this also
happens to be one of the periods covered by the ‘we passages’.
Indirect evidence in Support of Lukan Authorship
There are four main pieces of indirect evidence which support Lukan authorship.
• First, in Paul’s prison epistles, there are a number of people who were with Paul while
he was in a Roman prison. There is a definite probability that the author of Luke and
Acts was one of them. Excluding those already mentioned by name in the “we” sections
in Acts, the following names are mentioned: Mark, Jesus Justus, Epaphras, Demas,
Luke, and Epaphroditus.
• Second, Luke is not mentioned in any of the epistles written on the second and third
journeys (Thessalonians, Galatians, Corinthians, Romans), but since none of them was
written during a period covered by a we-section this corroborates the tradition.
• Third, according to Colossians 4 v 10 and Philemon 24, Luke and Mark were in close
contact with one another. Assuming Markan priority for the synoptic problem, this
might explain how Luke got access to Mark’s Gospel. But there is more: Acts also
betrays a ‘Markan flavour’ in the first few chapters.
• Fourth, Colossians 4:14 calls Luke the beloved physician. Where Matthew and Mark use
common, everyday terms, Luke often used medical terms in describing Jesus’ healings.
An interesting point to note is that Mark 5:26 mentions that the woman had spent her
life’s savings on doctors and only grew worse under their care, Luke 8:43 omits this jab.
Carter and Earle (1959) tell us that the author of Acts was a doctor. They quote Harnack
(1907) to say that the evidence is of overwhelming force so that it seems that no doubt
can exist that the third Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles were written by a doctor.
Paul tells us in Colossians 4 v 14 that Luke was a doctor. There are lots of references in
Luke and Acts to medical terms e.g. Luke 4:38, 8:43 – 44, 22:44, Acts 3:7, 12 :23, 13:11,
14:8, 28:8)

pg 3

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Activities
https://thingspaulandluke.wordpress.com/2011/08/25/who-is-the-author-ofacts-luke/
http://www.christianlibrary.org/authors/Grady_Scott/Acts0.htm
http://www.mycrandall.ca/courses/ntintro/acts.htm
http://biblehub.com/library/pullan/the_books_of_the_new_testament/
chapter_vii_the_acts_of.htm

© Garsya/iStock/Thinkstock.com

http://www.tektonics.org/ntdocdef/actspaul.php

Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the background to the Acts of the Apostles including the
arguments for an early, intermediate and late date.
• Early – About 63A.D.
The Acts finishes with the record of Paul reaching Rome and being imprisoned there
for two years. No mention is made of his death in Nero’s persecution (64A.D.). The book
must have been written before Paul’s death, how else could one explain Luke’s failure
to mention it.
• The intermediate date (c75 A.D.)
In determining the date of Acts we must consider it alongside the Gospel of Luke. It is
now almost unanimously agreed by scholars that Luke’s Gospel is based on Mark. Mark
is dated before 64A.D. Before Luke began to write his Gospel we have to allow time for
Mark to be circulated. Carter and Earle note Zahn to believe that Luke wrote Acts in
75A.D and Harnack to state that it was written before 70A.D.
• Late – The end of the first century (c98A.D.)
Scholars who hold to this date believe that Luke used as his source the writings of the
Jewish historian called Josephus whose work was entitled ‘Antiquities of the Jews’ and
was published in 96A.D. Carter and Earle (1959) write that John Knox thought that
Luke – Acts as a finished work belonged to the middle of the second century. That is
because he felt that it did not appear until after Marcion produced his version of Luke.
pg 4
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Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the background to the Acts of the Apostles including the
purpose of Acts.
There are a variety of purposes to the writing of Acts that have been identified by scholars
• Evangelistic - Luke was writing about how the Church grew. Acts describes the growth
of the Church and the spread of the Gospel from Jerusalem, to important cities of the
Roman Empire, and then Rome itself
• History - Luke was writing a history of the early Church. Carter and Earle (1959) write
that the probable purpose of writing can be found in the preface of Luke’s Gospel
(Luke 1 v 1 – 4). Luke desired to give Theophilus an authoritative history of Christian
beginnings
• Theological - Luke was writing to explain the message of the early church
• A Defence of Paul - to vindicate the innocence of Paul and other Christians in relation
to Roman law. Or Acts could have been written as a defence brief for Paul as he awaited
trial and the most excellent Theophilus was a court official. It also seems that Luke
may have been attempting to vindicate Paul from charges by Judaizing Christians that
he was against the Law and the Jewish people
• Apologetic - Perhaps Luke was writing a defence of Christianity for this official during
a time of persecution to show him there was nothing subversive or sinister about the
followers of Jesus. Acts may have served the Church as an Apologetic document that
set the record straight about the major accusations it faced
• Irenic – pouring oil on the troubled waters of the relationship between Peter and Paul
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the background to the Acts of the Apostles including the
characteristics of Acts.
The characteristics of the book of Acts are its main and most prominent features
• The place of Acts in the New Testament. Acts connects the gospel of Luke to the
early Church and the letters of the New Testament giving the reader an insight into
the development of Christianity. It also provides a greater understanding of the
relationship between the teaching of Jesus and apostolic doctrine.
• Universalism. This is one of the major themes in Acts – the fact that Christianity is for
everyone not just the Jews. This was problematic in the early Church and Acts provides
us with a reflection of this tension and the solution at the Council of Jerusalem. The
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decision to allow Gentiles full entry into the church without circumcision removed a
huge barrier to the spread of the faith
Role of Divine Guidance and Worship. The fulfilment of the will of God is central to
the life of the fledgling church. Through the Holy Spirit the work of Christ continues
and it is the Holy Spirit who directs and empowers the church. Furthermore God’s will
is sometimes transmitted by angels, prophets and on one occasion by Christ himself.
(18:9)
Primitive Life and Worship. Acts gives us a general impression of the life of the early
church – spiritual and moral individuals who live a communal lifestyle. With the story
of Ananias and Sapphira we see that moral lapses were not tolerated
Theology. Some scholars such as Marshall see Acts as having theological significance
albeit a theology that is less developed than Paul in his letters. Fernando further
suggests that Luke’s selection of material was on the basis of that which was most
important to him. There is also the suggestion that a less well developed theology
exists in the titles that were used about Jesus, namely, Messiah/Christ; The Servant of
God; Lord; Prince of Life; Saviour; The Righteous One; Son of Man; Disciples; The Way.
Kerygma. According to Dodd, in Acts it is possible to identify a pattern to the earliest
preaching or Kerygma of the Christian church. Marshall suggests that in the speeches
in Acts we have the essential truths about Jesus.
Focus on Peter and Paul. The main focus of Acts is Peter in Ch1-12 and Paul in Ch13
to the end of the book. Both ministries have parallels – both heal cripples, both heal
by strange means e.g. handkerchiefs and shadows, both encounter sorcerers and both
escape miraculously from jail.
It describes the growth of the Church and the spread of the Gospel from Jerusalem, to
important cities of the Roman Empire, and then Rome itself.
It shows the spread of the Gospel message to the Gentiles
It explains what the Gospel message was in practical terms, and how it was received
Acts indicates the social identity of the believers
It shows the course of events leading to the split with Judaism
It is an Apologetic document that set the record straight about the major accusations
it faced (to vindicate Paul from charges by Judaizing Christians that he was against the
Law and the Jewish people and / or a defence brief for Paul to the Romans)
Acts attempts to conciliate the Petrine and Pauline factions in the Early Church
It attempts to explain why Jesus did not return immediately
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the background to the Acts of the Apostles including the
“we” passages.

The ‘We’ Passages
Hanson (1967 p21) states that the ‘we’ passages occur from the 16th chapter of Acts
onwards. The writer, without explanation, changes from writing in the third person plural
(they) to the first person plural (we).
Acts 16: 9-17
Acts 20: 5-16
Acts 21:1–18
Acts 27:1 – 28:16
• passages do not differ in style or in vocabulary from the other sections of the book.
• In chapters 16 – 28 there occur all sorts of small, apparently unimportant, details or
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persons, places, and events which are too uninspiring to be legend and too detailed to
be fiction that are recorded in the ‘they’ passages and the ‘we’ passages.
Hanson (1967) believes that if you were to confine yourself to the ‘we’ passages we
could conclude that the author of them was a companion of Paul who went with him
on some of his missionary journeys.
However, other scholars feel that this might not be true. For example, the shipwreck
came from another source, perhaps an itinerary or diary belonging to someone else
which the author of Acts worked skilfully into his book.
There are examples of this happening at this time e.g. a companion and disciple of
Apollonius of Tyana, in the first century, is said to have kept a diary or scrapbook
embodying his notes made while travelling with Apollonius.
It is most likely however, that the author of Acts, who is responsible for the style and
vocabulary of the work, was a companion of Paul during the periods covered by the ‘we’
passages.
This would explain the consistency in style.
Cadbury makes the point that the wording in the last portions of three of the ‘we’
passages is intended to indicate that at that point in each case Paul and ‘we’ separated
(Acts 16:17, 21:18 and 28:16).
This suggests that the author meant to indicate by lapsing into the first person that
he was present at the events narrated in the first person. Also, Luke 1:3 says that the
author wanted to report all things which he had followed closely.
To have followed means to have followed as a witness.
Some scholars have said that this cannot be true because nobody who knew Paul well
and knew his convictions and his teachings would paint a picture of him like the one in
Acts.
The author of Acts takes no account of Paul’s belief that he was an Apostle. Acts 1:21
and 10:39 do not include Paul as an Apostle.
The writer also fails to record the tension between the Jewish and Gentile factions in
the Early Church.
In fact the writer seems to depict the Judaisers on the whole siding with Paul. He
represents the problem of circumcision and table fellowship being solved at the
Council in Jerusalem (Acts 15).
Again he seems to have no real knowledge of Paul’s thoughts on the Jewish Law.
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the background to the Acts of the Apostles including
challenges to the traditional authorship and historical accuracy of Acts.
There are principally three arguments against Lukan authorship.

Historical Discrepancies
Many have pointed out apparent discrepancies between Paul’s biographical details in Acts
compared with Paul’s own record as evidenced in his letters. Three alleged discrepancies
are particularly striking
• the number of visits Paul made to Jerusalem given in Acts and that given in Galatians
• the make-up of the converts in Thessalonica
• Paul’s attitude toward the OT Law.
Different Interpretations of the “We” Sections
• use of the first person plural was a literary convention or even an uncorrected source
which the author had used.
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Theological Difficulties
There are two main difficulties here:
1. Paul’s solution to the problem of the Old Testament law
• A superficial reading of Acts suggests that the Paul of Acts is different from the Paul we
read about in his own letters with regard to the Old Testament law.
• In Acts, for example, he has Timothy circumcised, while he denies the necessity of
circumcision in Galatians.
• The purpose of Acts is different than the purpose of the letters. Luke’s purpose is to
present Paul as a good Jew who also was a Christian and that in this one man there was
no desire to start riots by inciting his own people.
2. The Speeches of Paul in Acts
• Paul’s speeches in Acts do not sound like his letters. Some have argued that Luke
followed the model of writing history at that time, for example, Thucydides invented
speeches to add to his narrative.
• Paul’s teaching in Acts lacks trademark Pauline themes or content, such as a use of
eschatological focus, the mention of a union with Christ and the salvation from sin
that results. We see that the vast majority of Paul’s preaching in Acts is evangelistic,
which is in great contrast to his writing to the Churches, therefore the content would be
expected to be different.
Historical accuracy of Acts
Arguments for Acts as a reliable historical source
• Original purpose of Luke’s work
• The only account we have of the spread of Christianity in the 1st Century
• Use of the “we” passages
• Relationship between Acts and Paul’s letters
• Archaeological evidence
• Its accuracy with Palestinian geography- place descriptions and names vivid and
detailed
• Knowledge of the political set up of the time
• Knowledge of the Roman world – philosophers and sorcerers, religious customs and
practices, trade
• Characters are detailed/realistic due to first hand experience
• Scholars:
Ramsay – “Luke shows a remarkable history”;
Sherwin White – “Acts portrays the first century Roman scene accurately”
Hengel – “Without Acts we would be deprived of the knowledge of how the Church
developed”
Arguments against Acts as an historical source
• Little information on tensions between Pauline and Petrine Christianity
• Offers no dates
• It is symbolic rather than literal eg conversion stories cannot be taken at face value.
Rather one needs to look to the meaning behind them
• Acts picture of Paul is very different from the image of Paul we have in his own letters
Scholars:
Haenchen – “Luke wrote an account based on the scantiest oral tradition showing little
historical accuracy.”
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Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the characteristics of the early Christian community,
including church life and organisation focusing on the church as a
fellowship of believers (Acts 2:42-27, 4:23-37).
There were 5 main aspects to Christian life and worship in the early Church as expressed
in 2:42-47
1. Apostles’ teaching – that which they had received from Jesus
2. Fellowship or Koinonia – sharing company and also spiritual intimacy
3. Breaking of Bread – common meal which expressed their fellowship (differences in
Christian interpretation of this)
4. Prayer – probably following Jewish hours of prayer both communal and private –
enriched by the Christ-event
5. The Common Fund – selling of possessions and sharing as need arose
All of these brought more converts to Christianity. These were the tangible effects of the
Holy Spirit’s impact on the believers. The Christian community was attractive because it
practised what it preached.
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the characteristics of the early Christian community,
including the need for discipline in the church (Acts 5:1–11)
Acts 4 ends with a description of generous giving in the church as Barnabas shares the
money he received from the sale of a field with the rest of the church. By contrast Acts 5
opens with the story of a couple who sell a piece of property and claim to have given the
money to the church but in fact have only given part of the money to the church. It should
be noted that the issue does not seem to be that Ananias and Sapphira did not give all
the money to the church, rather the issue is that they lied in claiming to have given it all.
Perhaps they had seen the esteem in which Barnabas was held and they wanted the same
admiration and in order to gain this they lied about what they had given to the church.
The issue in this passage, therefore, is not money, but motivation and truthfulness.
The story begins with the claim that Ananias and Sapphira had ‘kept back’ some of the
money which literally means to pilfer or embezzle. This language links back to the Old
Testament idea of those who kept back some of the spoils of battle victory which they
should have devoted to God. Luke therefore seems to be showing the seriousness of the
lies that occur.
On coming to Peter, he is able to discern the couple’s guilt and pronounces the sentence
of death which is to come. We must assume that Peter’s discerning of sin here is a
supernatural event coming in a prophetic revelation from God.
Peter explains the seriousness of the actions by stating that Satan had filled Ananias’s
heart. However, this does not mean that Ananias is not guilty of the actions he has done.
While Satan has tempted Ananias to sin, it is Ananias and Sapphira who are accountable
for giving into the temptation. Peter also makes clear that the issue at hand is lying to
the Holy Spirit, this was not about the money as Ananias and Sapphira were under no
obligation to give this to the church. Clearly the couple desired recognition and it was this
that led them to lie to the Spirit.
pg 9
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We can only imagine the surprise and shock that must have been felt by those who
witnessed Ananias and Sapphira falling down dead. The message was clear that sin must
be dealt with swiftly and decisively in the church. The church clearly understood this
event as God’s judgment for the couple’s deceitfulness.
The most notable comment comes in verse 11 which states that the church was seized
with fear. It is reasonable to conclude that this fear was of displeasing God that comes
from knowing the consequences of sin.
Activities
1. Using the following links make further notes on the passage above:
http://biblehub.com/acts/5-1.htm
http://www.christianity.com/bible/commentary.php?com=mhc&b=44&c=1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/
acts/acts-5.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/Ananias-and-Sapphira.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRRsPUeuhZY
2. Why do you think that this story is included in Acts?
3. Do you think the church needs discipline? Explain your answer.
4. Prepare for a class debate, “The story of Ananias does not fit with the 		
picture of a loving and holy God.”
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2. The beginnings of the Church

Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate early events in Jerusalem, including Jesus’s initiation of
the Church’s mission and the significance of the Ascension (1:1–11)
Acts is a book of history which covers the first 30 years of the church – c.AD 30-62. Certain
points need to be remembered when reading ancient writings: what did the original
readers understand of it? Why include certain stories? What purpose is served in the
author’s perspective? How does it apply today?
The passage contains a number of striking elements:
1. Theophilus:
• Who is Theophilus?
1. A Christian who wanted to know more?
2. Greek – ‘lover of God’ – an interested seeker?
3. A Roman official – a defence for Paul’s trial in Rome
• Origen in the third century suggested that Theophilus was a symbolic name given to
an anonymous person(s) but this is unlikely. The use of the title ‘most excellent’ is
unusual in the New Testament and would seem to indicate that Luke is writing to a real
person. It would seem plausible that this title suggests that Theophilus was perhaps
a Roman official or higher class person and Luke was seeking to present a reasonable
case for Christianity to the intellectual society that was unrepresented in the church at
that time.
2. Former book is Luke – Acts is the second volume:
• Luke links the book of Acts to his Gospel by reminding his reader of what Jesus had
done through his ministry, life and resurrection. Now the book of Acts will pick up the
story where Luke’s Gospel left off by focusing on the ongoing work of the Church in
spreading the Christian message out from Jerusalem. In many ways the words of Acts
1 verse 8 summarise what the book will focus on i.e. the disciples were to be Jesus’s
witness in Jerusalem and to the ends of the earth.
3. The command to stay in Jerusalem to receive the Holy Spirit:
• The giving of the Holy Spirit is promised with the word baptizo meaning to dip or
immerse. It is the word from which we get baptism. It may refer to the work of
the Spirit in making someone clean or may have the image of someone having a
significant religious experience as someone would who is dipped in water would have.
• Other Lukan phrases include being ‘clothed’ with the Spirit (Luke 24) and ‘filled’ with
the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4).
pg 11
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• The giving of the Holy Spirit is linked to the call to be witnesses. The word witness
appears 39 times in Acts along with the word power. Power comes from the word
dunamis which gives us the basis for the word dynamite! And witness comes from
martur to witness on to death. The Holy Spirit would be the power that enables the
Apostles to continue teaching the message of Jesus through to their deaths (usually by
martyrdom).
4. The point missed:
• The heart of Jesus must have been saddened when he heard the response of the
disciples who speak of Israel. Clearly the disciples still had visions of a political
restoration through the work of Jesus. The response of Jesus is surprising – only the
Father knows the date of Christ’s return.
• This belief is not however unexpected as Jews believed that the Messiah would
establish and build a power base on earth. They longed for their own restoration like
that of Old Testament Israel.

© Sedmak/iStock/Thinkstock.com

JESUS ASCENSION FRESCO

5. The ascension:
• The cloud symbolises the shekinah glory of God – his presence and approval.
• Christ is now in heaven. His mission is finished and the church will now continue until
his return – the Parousia! There is a promise that Jesus will return just as he went up
to heaven leading to the Christian belief in the bodily and visible return of Jesus at his
Second Coming.
• This resurrection appearance further underscores the reality of the risen Jesus – further
decisive proof that Jesus was alive.
• The reference to the disciples eating with Jesus may be a way of further pointing to the
reality of the resurrection body. Luke is the only one who describes a visible return for
Jesus to heaven.
pg 12
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6. Historical problem:
• The ascension highlights the end of Jesus’s ministry and the beginning of the church.
The ascension comes 40 days after the resurrection and 10 days before Pentecost.
• In Luke the resurrection and ascension seem to occur on the same day but Luke now
deals with this making the 40 day separation clear. The symbolism of 40 may link back
to the experience of Israel – 40 years in the wilderness or to Jesus’s forty days for his
temptations.
7. Important themes introduced:
• Jesus’s life and ministry as a foundation for the work
• The fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy
• The importance and power of the Holy Spirit
• The extension of the Great Commission – key verse Acts 1:8
http://biblehub.com/acts/1-1.htm
http://www.christnotes.org/commentary.php?com=mhc&b=44&c=1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/acts/passage/?q=acts+1:1-11
Activities
Using the links above:
• Re-read the passage and the commentaries for it and outline the main
themes and ideas of these verses
• Why do you think Luke is so keen to stress the importance of the bodily
resurrection of Jesus? See what you can find out about the false teaching
called ‘Docetism’. This might help to explain the focus on the reality of
Jesus’s body.
• Why do you think Luke makes the connection of the Holy Spirit and
the witness/martyrdom of the Apostles? Compare this to the death of
Stephen in Acts 7 and 8.
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the events on the day of Pentecost and the role of the Holy
Spirit in the emerging church (2:1-13)

pg 13
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PENTECOST FRESCO

Pentecost
Pentecost was a Jewish festival celebrating the wheat harvest. Pentecost means ‘fiftieth’
in reference to fifty days after Passover (for Christians, after Easter). It is sometimes
referred to as the Feast of Weeks.
Passover was celebrated in April so Pentecost would have fallen in June when conditions
were at their best. As a result there was a large international crowd in Jerusalem. The law
of Leviticus 23:21 said that no-one should work at this time, so more than normal people
may have been out and about. Furthermore, it was one of three main pilgrim festivals in
Judaism that brought people to Jerusalem to celebrate.
The details of the day include the disciples together in one room. We are told they
experience what appeared to be something like ‘wind’ which was held to symbolise the
Spirit of God. In Ezekiel 37 it is the Spirit of God which will revive dry bones. Wind/Spirit
symbolises regeneration/new life/rebirth.
John the Baptist had spoken of one greater than he who would carry out baptism with
wind and fire (Luke 3:16ff). In the Old Testament fire represented the presence of God e.g.
the burning bush or the pillar of fire in the Exodus event.
The separation of the tongues of fire to rest on each person may have a corporate and
then individual symbolism in mind. It was an outward symbol of what would become an
inward reality for the Apostles i.e. the Spirit at work within them.
The event is important as it sees a fulfilment of the promise of the Spirit given in chapter
1 by Jesus – promise and fulfilment.
There is also a connection between the tongues of fire and ‘tongues’ which are given to the
disciples.
Finally wind and fire also represent judgment. In the words of John the Baptist in
Matthew’s gospel, the wind will separate the grain from the chaff – the good from the bad.
The chaff will then be swept up and burned in the fire.
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Glossolalia
The Greek term ‘glossa’ or ‘tongue’ is used in the NT to refer to ‘speaking in tongues’ which
refers to a language miracle through which the person had no understanding or even
control. It is an interesting reversal of the events at the Tower of Babel recorded in the Old
Testament where people were given different languages to prevent them from conspiring
to reach God through their human built Temple. Now all people can reach God through
Jesus and the common language allowed this to be communicated.
There is considerable debate over the nature of tongues in the New Testament. In its
immediate context the tongues here seem to be the language of the people who hear.
Through tongues Peter is able to communicate with all people who are present when he
speaks to them. However, in 1 Corinthians 13 Paul speaks of the tongues of angels which
some take to refer to as a heavenly language. 1 Corinthians 12:10 & 28-30 also speaks of
the need for interpretation of tongues as though not understood by people.
How do we understand Acts 2?
• A literal interpretation – the disciples were able to speak in foreign languages just
as the text suggests and these languages allowed them to communicate with all the
languages of the people who had come to celebrate Pentecost in Jerusalem.
• The use of common languages – as this was a Jewish festival most of those present
would have been Jewish and would have mainly used Greek (the common language
of the Roman Empire) and Aramaic. Therefore, tongues simply refers to a limited
number of common languages which the disciples may have already had some basic
knowledge.
• A spiritual experience – this included the use of some foreign words that the disciples
had heard in their past experiences in life. Those present at Pentecost heard this and,
not knowing what it meant, assumed that other understood and it became an inflated
spiritual event.
The significance of the event for church growth should not be ignored. There were those
present from right across the Empire and as they returned home, they spoke of what they
had witnessed. Major church growth areas were around the places that these people came
from.
The immediate response in verse 7 is amazement. But soon there are two different ideas
– those who want to hear more and those who accuse the disciples of being drunk. The
rejection of the miracle might initially surprise us but this would be in keeping with the
constant point of scripture that people, particularly the Jewish people, reject God and his
work.
The role of the Holy Spirit in the emerging church
• The gift of the Spirit marks the beginning of the Christian life (Acts 2:38f, 8:14-17,
10:44 f, 11:15-17, 18:25, 19:2, 6)
• Spirit was thought of in terms of divine power clearly manifest by its effect on the life
of the recipient
• The impact of the Spirit did not leave the individual or onlooker in much doubt that a
significant change had taken place in him or her by a divine agency.
• In Acts the most regularly mentioned manifestations of the Spirit are inspired speech
or speaking in tongues, prophecy and praise, and bold utterance of the Word of God.
• The Spirit, as such, might be invisible, but His presence was readily detectable.
• It can be argued that the dominating theme of Acts is the activity of the Spirit.
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• The supernatural manifestations that accompany the spread of the Gospel signify not
only the Spirit’s activity but also the inauguration of the new age in which Jesus reigns
as Lord and Messiah.
• In Acts Luke gives us a practical demonstration of the Holy Spirit at work. Everything
that happens is controlled, inspired and furthered by the Spirit. God’s people advance
in the power of the Spirit.
• The book of Acts might well be called “The Acts of the Risen Christ, by the Holy Spirit,
through the Apostles”.
• The Holy Spirit’s role can be described in different ways -a divine person, the agent of
Christ, the creator of the Church, the uniting force of the expanding Church, the power
behind the Church’s witness and the life of the Church.
The Holy Spirit:
• enables Jesus to give instructions to the Apostles (l:2,7-8)
• fills believers and enables them to speak in tongues (2:4, 10:46,19). Gives power,
courage and boldness to preach and witness (2:14, 4:8, 6:10, 7:1, 8:4- 5)
• gives ability to interpret Old Testament Scriptures (2:17, 7:49-50, 8:32- 35, 13:32- 37)
• comes on all people, who repent and believe, not just on some individuals for certain
purposes, as happened in the Old Testament (2:17). The Jews probably thought this
simply meant all Jewish people but they eventually realized it meant all people,
regardless of religious background, race, age, sex or social standing
• will enable these people to prophesy (11:27) and see visions (10)
• brings conviction and leads people to repentance of sin and faith in Jesus Christ. He is
God’s gift to them (2:37-38)
• is given as a gift to those who repent and believe in Jesus Christ. This sometimes
happened after the laying on of hands (8:17). However, 10:44 is an exception to this.
The Holy Spirit was also sometimes received after baptism in water (19:5- 6).
• it is important to note that laying on of hands and baptisms in water are not always,
essential when receiving the Holy Spirit. In fact, in Acts, baptism in water more often
takes place after receiving the Holy Spirit
• is active in the life of believers causing them to:
– have fellowship with one another
– share in the breaking of bread
– devote themselves to the Apostles’ teaching
– pray
– share belongings
– praise God
– perform wonders (2:42- 47)
– perform miraculous signs (5:12)
• encourages and strengthens believers (9:31 )
• comforts - while this term may not be used directly in Acts it is surely implied -the
Holy Spirit comforted Stephen (7:55).
• Even though the Holy Spirit is a comforter, sometimes His work is ‘uncomfortable’. It is
also important to note that the ‘angel of the Lord’ and the Holy Spirit are terms that are
interchangeable
• directs new developments in the Church regarding the spread of the Gospel (2, 8 :26,
9,10, 13:1 -3)
• gives wisdom about problems within the Church (6:1 -6, 15)
• is involved in discipline within the Church (5:1 -11) The Holy Spirit gave Peter insight as
to what Ananias and Sapphira had done and gave him authority to deal with offenders
• guides, directs, prohibits, compels and warns, often by visions (16:6, 10, 20:22- 23)
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Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the missionary activity of Peter and John, including
Peter’s speech on the Day of Pentecost and reaction (2:14–41)
The pattern of preaching in the Acts is sometimes referred to as KERYGMA which is Greek
for preaching! This pattern can be outlined as follows:
Old Testament fulfilled
Life and Ministry of Jesus
Death and Resurrection
Challenge!
Old Testament fulfilled / Explaining the phenomena
While there is debate over what exactly the ‘tongues’ experience consisted of it is clear
that these ecstatic utterances achieved one of their purposes – they drew a crowd which
Peter takes advantage of in beginning his first speech.
Peter begins by making common ground with his audience – ‘Fellow Jews’ and ‘we are not
drunk’. By starting with the phrase ‘fellow Jews’ he draws alongside his audience claiming
that he is one of them and they are just like him. He then uses what the people are curious
about – the accusation that he and the other disciples are drunk but he points out that
this is not the case most notably because it is only nine in the morning! Jewish Law did
not allow a Jew to eat or drink before the first hour of prayer (9am). As a result Peter
claims there can only be one reason for the phenomena – the work of the Holy Spirit.
The quotation of Joel is significant as every Jew looked forward to the Spirit being poured
out on all people and now, Peter claims, this is what they have observed. From what
we know of Peter’s reluctance to include the Gentiles in Acts 10, he may not have fully
understood what he was saying in reference to ‘all people’ i.e. Jews and Gentiles.
Peter refers to the ‘last days’ which are not going to be easy days; the last days will be
filled with signs, terror and even judgement – the sun will turn dark and the moon to
blood. Perhaps this reference to the sun going dark is reference to Good Friday? The
promise is given that those who turn to God will be saved. The people to whom Peter
speaks now live in the time of the Spirit which is the era between the two comings of
Christ.
Life, Ministry and Death of Jesus
Peter speaks of Jesus being accredited by God through miracles – the power for which
comes from God. Miracles are primarily theocentric rather than Christological events.
These events reveal the power of God which in turn authenticates Jesus as the Son of God.
We must assume this speech was longer than what Luke records and that Luke gives
a short snippet of what Peter says. From what we can see Peter outlines the life and
ministry of Jesus and presumably he spent some time explaining the work and ministry
of Jesus. Peter then presents the death of Jesus as having been caused by the audience
to whom he speaks. It is possible that Peter did not need to linger on this as Pentecost
comes just fifty days after the death of Jesus and many listening may have witnessed the
death just a few weeks previous. The execution of Jesus linked to lawless men is probably
a reference to the Romans but the Jews do not escape condemnation. Peter does however,
make the point that this death, although carried out by humans was ordained by God.
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The Resurrection
The resurrection takes 9 verses of the sermon. It is worth noting that the credit for the
resurrection is given to God. Jesus never is said to have raised himself. Jesus is therefore
not only viewed as a miracle worker but also as the object of miracles.
The reason for the resurrection is that death could not hold Jesus. Peter uses Psalm 16
making the argument that because David was not raised then this passage must refer to
one after David – David’s son, the Messiah.
Peter also points to Gods exaltation of Jesus which is even more significant that the
ascension. In the NT we read of resurrection and exaltation together. Exalted to the
right hand is the place of honour. This exultation indicates that now Christ rules over his
enemies more fully than ever!
This section concludes with references to the words ‘Lord’ and ‘Messiah’.
Challenge
The sermon concludes with a call to respond ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’ Two things are
required of the people in verse 38: repent and be baptised, receive forgiveness and the
Spirit.
Repentance means the complete turning around of one’s life and baptism is the outward
sign that forgiveness and the Spirit have been received. It seems unlikely that Peter
makes baptism a requirement for salvation and that without it forgiveness is not fully
given. He instead seems to be linking one as the logical progression from the other.
The response is clear 3000 people believed.
http://biblehub.com/acts/2-1.htm
http://www.christnotes.org/commentary.php?com=mhc&b=44&c=2
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/
acts/acts-2.html
Activities
Using the links above:
• Re-read the passage and the commentaries for it and outline the main
themes and ideas of these verses.
• How do you think we should understand the gift of the Holy Spirit and 		
speaking in tongue? Do you think such miraculous events really occur?
• Why do you think the events on the day of Pentecost, including Peter’s
speech, were such important events for the church?
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the significance of these events for the early church.
• Once the promise of 1:8 had been fulfilled, the Holy Spirit was now the
driving force of the church. The Spirit’s transformative power turned the fear
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•

•

•
•

and terror of the apostles into the catalyst that would begin the completion of the will
of God and the universal reach of the Good News.
Peter’s speech was the first proclamation of the new age, the age of the Kingdom
of God. The international nature of the audience and the converts at Pentecost was
a taste of what was to come. The fulfilment of the Old Testament would now see all
nations being brought to right relationship with God and the narrowness of Judaism
replaced by the universal church. The message was for all peoples – Jesus is risen! No
racial, cultural or national barriers now existed.
For the apostles their own personal transformation is gradual and not until the Peter
and Cornelius incident do we see its completion. From the Pentecost event we witness
a new ardour in Peter and John in particular, willing to undergo persecution, censorship
and prison for the sake of the gospel.
Peter emerges as the true leader Jesus had intended – the rock.
Miracles are signs of the Kingdom of God and are hand-in-glove with the preaching of
the good news, not as proofs but signs. God is still active in the church and in the world.
God is alive and present.
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3. Growth and expansion of the Church

Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate Stephen and Philip, including the evangelising activity of
Philip (8:4–40)

The gospel is now moving to the whole world and here we see Philip going to those in
Samaria. Samaritans were not regarded as true Jews but rather as Jews who had come
from the northern kingdom of Israel and had intermarried with foreigners. The story
starts with Philip doing miracles among these people which led to their acceptance of the
Christian message.
We are introduced to Simon the sorcerer whose sorcery had gained him a great following.
He was astonished at Philip’s miracles and followed him as he went. Luke states that
Simon believed and was baptised. However, it soon becomes clear that his belief was
superficial having been attracted only by the miracles rather than the truth of the gospel.

© BibleArtLibrary/iStock/Thinkstock.com

Peter and John come to see the work of Philip in this new area and act as verification.
The apostles prayed for the people and they received the Holy Spirit. How did the Holy
Spirit show that it had come to the Samaritans? Perhaps some external manifestation e.g.
tongues. Why did the Holy Spirit come in this way? Perhaps because it showed that the
formerly hated Samaritans were now part of the church or perhaps because this was a new
stage and a first for the Church in seeing Gentile coverts.

PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN

Simon is however, only attracted by the Holy Spirit and wants the ability to lay hands on
people and pass on the miraculous nature of the Spirit’s work. Peter tells him he has no
place in the ministry of the church or the Kingdom of God. Peter is showing that Simon
has not experienced the gospel and calls Simon to repent.
The scene shifts from Simon to the Ethiopian and Luke tells us more of Philip’s pioneering
work as an evangelist. Where this encounter occurred is not clear but we are told that an
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angel took Philip to the right place to meet with the Ethiopian eunuch. As a eunuch he
was prohibited from full participation in Temple worship. That said he seems to have been
a high ranking official such as a finance minister in Ethiopia. We see in this story a further
fulfilment of chapter 1 verse 8 when the disciples were commissioned to take the gospel
to the end of the earth.
Luke tells us nothing of the religious background of the Ethiopian except that he had gone
to worship at the Temple and was reading a copy of Isaiah. This may suggest that he was
a God-fearer or Jewish convert. He was also presumably wealthy having his own chariot.
The eunuch was reading from Isaiah, the portion which speaks of the suffering of God’s
servant which allows Philip to move into telling him about Jesus. Strangely Acts tells us
that it is the Ethiopian who then suggests baptism. Why would the Ethiopian suggest or
know of such a thing? It may be that Philip had explained baptism to him or the Ethiopian
may have known that water was used in Judaism for initiating converts into the faith
and he now connects it with Christianity. However he came to know of it, it is clear that
the eunuch’s faith was genuine, especially in light of the previous baptism of Simon in
chapter 8.
The incident concludes with Philip being taken away by the Spirit of the Lord.
Activities
Using the following links, complete the questions below:
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8
http://biblehub.com/acts/8-4.htm
http://www.christnotes.org/commentary.php?com=mhc&b=44&c=8
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/
acts/acts-8.html
•

Summarise the two parts of the story in bullet point form to help you to
learn the factual details of the story.

•

Who were the Samaritans and why does this make the preaching of
Christianity to them, and their acceptance of it, so important?

•

What is the significance of the Apostles in Jerusalem sending Peter and
John to Samaria to see what had happened?

•

Why do you think the laying on of hands to give the Holy Spirit was so
important and significant?

•

Why do you think Simon was attracted to Christianity?

•

What does the example of Philip have to teach the Church today?

•

Why would the inclusion of this Ethiopian eunuch be significant in the
development and growth of the Early Church?
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Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate the role of Peter including the significance of Peter’s
miraculous escape from prison (12:1–19)

PETER FREED FROM PRISON

Persecution now comes in the form of Herod Agrippa I who was more popular with the
Jews than the rulers before him. Luke records that having recognised that the Jews were
pleased with him killing James, he now decides to have Peter arrested. As Christianity was
becoming increasingly distinct and separate from Judaism it is clear that relations were
souring to the point that the arrest and execution of the Christian leaders was something
pleasing to the Jews.
The setting of the passage acts as an ironic backdrop in that at the Passover, which
celebrates deliverance through God’s intervention, the Jews were celebrating the
punishment of James and now Peter who were representatives of the Saviour the Jews
longed for.
We are presented with two juxtaposed pictures – Peter is in prison, a dark and gloomy
image, while the church prays for his release, a picture of faith and hope. This idea of
earnestness in prayer gives the idea of praying with arms stretched out. This was a
vigilant prayer service for Peter.
The second irony is that Peter and the church do not seem to realise that Peter has really
been released. Peter thinks that his release is a vision while the church thought that the
report of Peter at the door comes from one who is out of their mind. Instead she thought
it was an angel which fits with the Jewish belief that angels sometimes took the form of
those they protected.
There is an almost farcical image of Peter knocking at the door of the house of his friends
who are praying for him, and he is unable to get it. Peter may have escaped prison
through unlocked door but he has no such success in entering the church who longed for
his release.
The final scene is as distressing as the rest of the chapter. In order to protect his image,
Herod has the guards of the prison executed. Herod’s inability to deal with the humiliation
of seeing Peter escape leads to him inflicting death on those who were not responsible for
creating the situation.
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Activities
Using the following links, complete the tasks below:
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+12%3A119&version=NIV
http://biblehub.com/acts/12-1.htm
http://www.christnotes.org/commentary.php?com=mhc&b=44&c=12
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/
acts/acts-12.html
1. Create a timeline/flowchart of the events that took place on the night
of Peter’s release from prison. Note the key events, themes and words
spoken.
2. Why do you think the miraculous release from prison made Peter think
it was a vision and the praying church not accept that Peter was really
there?
3. Some might suggest that such events prove the Bible to be false as these
kinds of miracles do not really happen. What might you say in response
to this point of view?
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4. Paul the Apostle

Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate Paul’s missionary journeys, including Paul’s conversion
and its significance (9:1–19)
Saul’s conversion to Christianity was one of the most significant events
that occurred in the Early Church. He would undertake three major ministry journeys,
establishing Christian communities and churches right across the Roman Empire before
eventually being taken to Rome to make his appeal to the Emperor before, according
to extra-biblical tradition, being executed by the sword in c.AD64. Paul will also be
remembered for his extensive contribution to the New Testament where the majority of
the letters are penned by Paul.
His conversion is therefore an important part of Luke’s narrative and you should know the
details of the event along with the significance of the stages in the story.
Activities
Use the following links and make notes on the development of the story
under the headings below. Remember to outline the detail of the actual text
i.e. places, people, words spoken etc. as well as the significance (ask yourself
why something happened; how does it link to what has gone before or comes
after)
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%209%3A1-19
http://biblehub.com/acts/9-1.htm
http://www.christnotes.org/commentary.php?com=mhc&b=44&c=9
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/
acts/acts-9.html
Stage 1: Saul’s anger (v.1-2)
• Who was Saul? (see Acts 8)
• Where did he want to go and why?
Stage 2: Christ’s appearance
• What did Saul see and hear as he approached his destination?
• Outline the conversation between Saul and Jesus.
• What did those travelling with Saul experience?
• What was the immediate outcome of this experience for Saul (v.9)?
Stage 3: With Ananias
• Where and to whom did Saul go?
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• Why was Ananias reluctant to meet with Saul?
• What is Ananias told about the future that Saul faces? How is that prediction about
Saul’s future confirmed through the rest of the story of Acts?
• How does the story conclude for Saul in Ananias’s house?
Learning Objective – demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and
critically evaluate Paul’s speeches, including an examination of the content,
theology and cultural significance of Paul’s speeches at Pisidian Antioch
and Athens.
Paul engaged in three missionary journeys. These were an important fulfilment of the
command in Acts 1:8 to take the message of Jesus to Jerusalem, Samaria and the whole
world. You should know the places that Paul visited in each journey, the events that
happened in each place and the message that Paul taught.
You should take particular note of the speeches on Pisidian Antioch and Athens. Details of
the speech in Pisidian Antioch are outlined below.
Pisidian Antioch was important to the Romans as a centre of military and civil activity
and was about 1200 metres above sea level. In Galatians, Paul says that he first preached
the gospel there because of an illness which some have put down to malaria and the
higher altitude was a perfect location away from lower lying areas where malaria was
more present.
As was Paul and Barnabas’s custom they went to the synagogue and were invited to
speak. It is notable that Paul refers to his audience as God-fearers and Jews and this may
explain the message which is fitting for an audience which was familiar with the Old
Testament scriptures.
• Paul begins with finding common ground with his audience as he recaps something of
the history of Israel including the time in Egypt, the Exodus, the wilderness experience,
conquest of Canaan through to the time of David.
• Paul then moves quickly from David to Jesus and in doing so shows that Jesus is a
descendent of David and by implication a fulfilment of the prophecies.
• With this assertion in mind Paul begins to move to the story of John as validating the
claim that Jesus was the Christ.
• From this Paul moves on to the life and ministry of Jesus with a particular focus on the
death of Jesus as something unjust.
• Paul puts the blame of Jesus’s death at the feet of both the Jews who did not recognise
Jesus as the Messiah, and at the feet of the Romans who, under the leadership of
Pilate, were too weak to stand up for law and justice and allowed an innocent man to
be executed.
• However, despite the unjust nature of the decision to execute Jesus, Paul makes clear
that Jesus’s death was a fulfilment of God’s plan and of the scriptures. Paul then claims
that the resurrection was witnessed by credible people who had a good knowledge of
Jesus, having travelled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem.
• Paul then uses the Old Testament to justify his belief in the resurrection which is in
keeping with his argument on the day of Pentecost which spoke of a promise that the
Holy One would not see decay. This promise was not fulfilled in King David who did die
and his body decay, but in the life of a descendent of David. The message concludes
by stating that justification does not come from the law and he quotes from the Old
Testament prophet Habakkuk which warns of judgment for those who reject God’s call
to salvation.
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The message itself is appropriate to an audience of Jews and God-fearers as it draws
largely on Israelite belief in the Messiah and Israelite experience through their history as
a justification for believing in Jesus as Messiah. It draws on the image of displacement
and choice. It begins with the displacement of the nations and the choice of Israel; the
displacement of Saul and the choice of David; the displacement of John by Jesus and the
displacement of Judaism with Christianity through Christ. Paul is using Jewish history to
show that God has systematically kept on unfolding his plan of salvation which reached
its climax with Christ but that required displacement and replacement and this should be
no surprise that Judaism is to be replaced with faith in Christ. It is therefore a message
appropriate to those grounded in the Old Testament scriptures.
It was clearly a message that resonated with the audience for they invited them back
to speak the following week and encouraged them to continue in their ministry. The
following week Luke records that the whole city gathered to hear their message.
Athens
Paul displays his flexibility in this speech – he attempts to graft Christian theology onto
Greek philosophical ideas.
Activities
Read Paul’s speech in Athens using the following link to
www.biblegateway.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A1634&version=NIV – and make notes on the content of the speech using the
following online commentaries:
http://www.christianity.com/bible/commentary.php?b=44&c=17&com=mhc
http://biblehub.com/commentaries/egt/acts/17.htm
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/
acts/acts-17.html
http://loveintruth.com/amf-docs/gpia-paul.htm
1. How does Paul’s approach differ in Pisidian Antioch, a God-fearing
audience, to his approach in Athens which had no knowledge of the
Scriptures?
2. How does Paul find common ground with his audience and use their
experience to teach the same message but in a different form?
3. What can the church today learn from Paul’s approach to connecting to
his audience?
Using www.biblegateway.com search the references for Paul’s missionary
journeys – Acts 13:1–14:28; Acts 15:36–18:22; Acts 18:23–21:17 – and
complete the following table. The links below will help you to explain and
examine what is happening in each part of the narrative (once you have
clicked the link you will need to use the search bars in the websites to move
through all the text of the three journeys).
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http://biblehub.com/acts/13-1.htm
http://www.christnotes.org/commentary.php?com=mhc&b=44&c=13
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/
acts/acts-13.html

Journey 1 – Acts
13:1–14:28

Journey 2 – Acts
15:36–18:22

Journey 3 – Acts
18:23–21:17

Cyprus

Philippi

Ephesus

Pisidian Antioch

Thessalonica

Macedonia,
Greece, Troas

Iconium

Berea

Mitylene

Lystra/Derbe

Athens

Jerusalem

Places visited in
the journey

Key events that
occurred

Corinth
What Paul said/
taught

Cyprus

Philippi

Ephesus

Pisidian Antioch

Thessalonica

Mitylene

Lystra/Derbe

Athens
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5. Other Aspects of Human Experience

Learning objective – critically evaluate the role of the sacred text for
religious believers in any age.

There are a number of different angles which you could look at when examining this
issue from the perspective of Other Aspects of Human Experience. We will look at two
angles which you could examine. Firstly, the different emphases that different church
denominations put on religious texts. The Catholic Church teaches that scripture and
tradition are important for coming to a conclusion on a specific subject or idea while the
Protestant Churches teach that scripture alone is required.
http://www.catholic.com/tracts/scripture-and-tradition
• Why do you think the Catholic and Protestant Churches come to different conclusions
on the importance of tradition?
• Why is tradition useful? What are the drawbacks to tradition?
Secondly, when it comes to a number of moral issues different groups in the Christian
Church interpret different issues in different ways. Each group claims that their
understanding of scripture is correct. This brings up the difficult issue of the role of
religious texts for religious believes.
There are a number of particularly contentious issues that Christian groups disagree on.
Look at the following issues and explain how different religious groups interpret religious
texts in different ways.
Homosexuality:
http://gaychurch.org/homosexuality-and-the-bible/calling-the-rainbow-nation-home/
Women in Church leadership:
http://catholicism.about.com/od/beliefsteachings/f/Women_Priests.htm
http://www.catholic-womens-ordination.org.uk/resources.htm
https://www.christiantoday.com/article/pope.francis.says.its.a.closed.book.but.some.
catholic.women.are.getting.ordained.anyway/65057.htm
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Learning objective – critically evaluate perennial issues surrounding
religious belief, life and practice.

Religious belief, life and practice are essential for every person who maintains a religious
lifestyle. Each religion will have different challenges and benefits as part of its make-up.
One of the most important parts of religious practice and belief is meeting together as a
religious community and observing rites of passage and religious rituals.
Examine the links below and create a PowerPoint on the importance of religious ritual and
practice for maintaining and developing faith within religion:
http://christianity.about.com/od/faqhelpdesk/f/whatisbaptism.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/jewishethics/circumcision_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/ritesrituals/birth.shtml
People who follow a religious faith often see the importance of meeting together to
enhance their religious life. Why do you think this is so important for them? Examine the
following links to have a class debate on, ‘The practice of meeting with those of the same
faith on a regular basis is essential to maintain a religious life.’
http://christianteens.about.com/od/christianliving/a/Why-Is-Christian-Fellowship-SoImportant.htm
http://www.christianpost.com/news/justin-bieber-im-not-gonna-go-to-church-christiansleave-such-a-bad-taste-in-peoples-mouths-146479/
Some religious practices are harder than others but the practice of keeping kosher for
Jews is an essential part of life. Keeping kosher is following strict food laws but this can
be more difficult in our modern world where people are unfamiliar with the source of their
food before it gets to our supermarkets. Outline the difficulties and importance for Jews of
being kosher as a part of their religious practice.
http://www.buzzfeed.com/emilyorley/most-annoying-things-about-keeping-kosher#.
vjnYmmbWV
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/60319/jewish/Why-Do-We-Keep-Kosher.htm

pg 29

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Learning objective – critically evaluate characteristics and relevance of the
charismatic and Pentecostal movements.

The Pentecostal movements that exist today often have a focus and emphasis on the work
of the Holy Spirit. This may be a focus on the workings of the Holy Spirit as demonstrated
in the life of a believer, often in a supernatural or ecstatic way; or it may be a focus on the
importance of receiving the Holy Spirit and this has often led to a debate about when and
how the Holy Spirit is received – either at conversion or by a second spiritual experience,
sometimes referred to as Baptism of the Spirit.

CHARISMATIC CHURCH WORSHIP

Toronto Blessing:
http://www.gotquestions.org/Toronto-blessing.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2014/march-web-only/enduring-revival.html
http://orthodoxinfo.com/inquirers/toronto.aspx
• What are the origins of the Toronto Blessing?
• What are its key features?
• Why might this help or hinder religious belief?
Baptism in the Holy Spirit:
http://ag.org/top/beliefs/topics/gendoct_02_baptismhs.cfm
http://www.charismanews.com/opinion/in-the-line-of-fire/39944-john-macarthur-strangefire-and-blasphemy-of-the-spirit
• What is the reasoning behind Baptism in the Holy Spirit in the Assemblies of God
Church?
• Why did John Macarthur reject baptism in the Holy Spirit and why did that cause such
debate?
• Why does the issue of baptism in the Holy Spirit cause such disagreement?
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Learning objective – critically evaluate the debate about the relevance of
miracles in strengthening religious faith.

Miracles are often seen as an important part of religious faith and belief. As supernatural
events, miracles are often only explained by belief in a god. Therefore if someone claims
to have experienced a miracle and those around them accept this, it necessitates a belief
in God by the very idea that miracles are supernatural events.
The following articles explain the importance of miracles as an event and concept in
religion. Summarise the importance of miracles for religious believers.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/god/chrevelationrev3.shtml
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2012/september/a-new-age-of-miracles.html
The importance of miracles for religious believers can be seen in the link between miracles
and church growth. You should understand the connection as well as be able to give
examples of miracles and church growth in the real world.
https://www.ministrymagazine.org/archive/2010/04/miracles-in-nigeria
However not everyone accepts miracles despite them being common to all religious
traditions. David Hume is a name associated with the issue of miracles and he examines
the reality or otherwise of miracles in his writings.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SViCYjyoPtQ
https://www.probe.org/humes-critique-of-miracles/
https://www.bethinking.org/are-miracles-possible/the-question-of-miracles-thecontemporary-influence-of-hume
• What are the main arguments Hume makes in rejecting miracles?
• How might a person who accepts miracles respond to Hume?

Learning objective – critically evaluate defending religious belief and
practice in a hostile world.

Many Christians believe that even in the Western world their faith is increasingly under
attack, particularly from a new wave of Atheism that has been promoted by science
and by some prominent writers such as Richard Dawkins. As a result there is a renewed
interest in the West in defending and defining the Christian faith.
The following gives some examples of the methods used for defending Christianity and
show some of the debate between leading Christians and atheists.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VBbBenCTTwE
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http://www.johnlennox.org/resources/
http://www.bethinking.org/
http://www.bethinking.org/apologetics/the-relevance-of-cs-lewis
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2013/november/cs-lewis-better-apologetics.html
Think about the following questions:
• What are some of the big challenges to the Christian message?
• Why might the Church say that defending the Christian message is so vital today?
• What are some of the main points made by modern apologists like C. S. Lewis and John
Lennox?
Learning objective – critically evaluate evangelism in a multi-cultural,
multi-religious, pluralistic and secular age

Evangelism is a term used to refer to the sharing/spreading of the Christian faith through
preaching or personal relationships. Increasingly the Church is finding that this is a more
difficult challenge and so it must be more creative in its approach to evangelism.
There are a number of difficulties with evangelism which can be boiled down to one
key issue: evangelism, at its heart, wishes to see another person reject their beliefs and
practices in favour of the Christian faith. As an exclusivist religion Christianity is saying
that other religions/moral codes which people live by are wrong and must be rejected
for Christianity. Of course Christianity is not the only faith that holds to this belief. All
the major religious in the world claim exclusivity of truth and require a rejection of other
beliefs and moral systems.
Use the following links and write a paragraph on each to show how Christianity has found
it difficult to evangelise in a multi-cultural and religious age.
http://chalcedon.edu/Research/Articles/Swedish-Pastor-Faces-Jail-For-Preaching-AgainstHomosexuality/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/video-belfast-pastor-jamesmcconnell-denounces-islam-as-the-devils-doctrine-at-whitewell-metropolitantabernacle-church-sermon-30291041.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/10735867/Preacher-arrested-for-saying-gaylove-is-a-sin-gets-13000.html
In order to engage in a changing society Christians have tried new ways to evangelise. A
number of initiatives have been used. The first is the Alpha Course which is designed to
engage those who are not Christians with the Christian message in a safe environment.
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The second is a way of presenting the Christian message through seeker services. Finally
there are street ministries which include prayer and compassion ministries.
Use the following links to explain how these different models of evangelism work and
assess what you think is successful/unsuccessful in each:
http://www.alpha.org/try
http://www.equip.org/article/pro-and-con-the-seeker-sensitive-church-movement/
http://www.healingonthestreets.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBXDCoQhwSg
Learning objective – critically evaluate the importance and relevance of
mission for the spread of religious belief

The mission commanded by Jesus in the Great Commission in Matthew and reaffirmed
at the start of Acts when Jesus commands his disciples to be his witnesses is something
which Christians still believe to be important today. However, not every religion believes in
the need to engage in mission or the spreading of their faith.
Read the following link to understand why Christians believe that mission is so important
to their faith:
http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/importance-of-missions-7-reasons-tosupport-them/
To better understand the importance of Christian mission for spreading the Christian faith
examine the work of the following mission societies:
http://www.uk.om.org
http://www.asialink.org
http://www.missionafrica.org.uk
•
•
•
•

Why do these mission agencies/societies exist?
Outline the work of one of their projects/a focus of what they do.
Why do they believe it is important to share their faith?
Do you think it is acceptable to encourage others to change their faith/beliefs?

Not all religious faiths believe that mission is necessary for their religion to continue/grow.
http://altreligion.about.com/od/faq/a/Religions-Proselytize.htm
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/ask-the-expert-proselytism/
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• Why do some faiths not share their faith with others (proselytise)?
• What reasons do Jews give for not sharing their faith with others?

Learning objective – critically evaluate the challenge of religious witness in
any age

Throughout history religious faiths have sought to share their faith but have faced a
variety of challenges which have made that difficult. There are two particular struggles
that Christians have faced. Historically and in the present day Christians have suffered
persecution for their faith which has made it difficult to share their faith. The first official
state-sanctioned persecution of Christians came in AD64 with the persecution of the
Roman Emperor Nero and this has continued on-and-off across the world by a variety of
religious and political leaders. The second issue that has become an increasing reality
for the church which makes it a challenge to share faith is the changing nature of society
which has become increasingly secular and, at times, hostile to religious witness.
Examine the following links which deal with the issue of persecution of Christians as a
means of preventing religious witness:
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/worldwatch/north_korea.php
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/north-korea/
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/asia-pacific/canadian-arrested-in-china-oncharges-of-stealing-state-secrets-1.2094752
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/apr/15/middle-east-christians-islamicpersecution-iraq-war
• Using the links create a PowerPoint presentation on the challenge of religious witness
with both political and religious persecution
• How does this compare with the struggle of religious witness in Acts where the church
faces religious persecution from the Jews and political persecution from the Romans?
Examine the following links which deal with the challenge of secularism for religious
witness in the present age:
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/comment/telegraph-view/9803272/A-new-intolerance-isnudging-faith-aside.html
http://www.christian.org.uk/news/christians-warned-over-dangerous-new-secularism-2/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3099487/Christian-preacher-arrested-held-cell11-HOURS-lesbian-falsely-accuses-homophobia.html
• How and why is secularism challenging religious witness?
• Outline some examples of how this intolerance is making religious witness so difficult.
• Do you think there is room for religion in a secular society? Explain your answer.
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Glossary
Apology – to defend or justify one’s beliefs
Apostle – a messenger, referring to the twelve key leaders in the Church.
Areopagus – referring to the group Paul spoke with in Athens
Ascension – referring to Jesus’s return to heaven
Baptism – the use of water to symbolise being washed clean from sin
Conversion – in Acts this refers to becoming a Christian
Deacon – from the Greek diakonos meaning servant, referring to those who oversee
practical matters in the church
Elder – an overseer in the church, a person in a position of spiritual leadership
Evangelism – to share the Christian faith
Gentile – referring to someone who is not a Jew
Glossolalia – a technical term referring to speaking in tongues
Holy Spirit – the third person in the Trinity/Godhead i.e. Father, Son, Holy Spirit
Idol – a false god
Jew – a member of the Jewish faith
Kerygma – the pattern of early Christian preaching
Luke – the author of Luke/Acts
Messiah – the Hebrew word for Saviour
Miracle – a supernatural event
Parousia – referring the Jesus’s Second Coming
Paul – apostle, great missionary leader in the Early Church
Pentecost – Jewish festival when the disciples received the Holy Spirit
Peter – apostle and disciple who took a leading role in the church
Proconsul – referring to a governor in a Roman province
Prologue – an introduction to a piece of literature e.g. Acts
Prophecy – a message from God
Proselyte – a religious convert e.g. a Gentile who has converted to Judaism
Repentance – turning from sin
Sanhedrin – the Jewish Council
Simon – a sorcerer referred to in Acts 8
Synagogue – the place of Jewish worship
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