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Foreword 
 
Summer 2022 GCSE Government and Politics 
 
CCEA has produced specimen assessment materials to reflect the controlled assessment task for 
Summer 2022.  The specimen assessment materials are provided to give centres guidance on the 
structure and character of the planned controlled assessment in advance of Summer 2022.  It is 
intended that the specimen assessment materials contained in this booklet will help teachers and 
students to understand, as fully as possible, the markers’ expectations of candidates’ responses to 
the types of tasks and questions set at GCSE level for the controlled assessment task.  These 
specimen assessment materials should be used in conjunction with CCEA’s GCSE Government and 
Politics specification and specification addendum for Summer 2022. 
 
These arrangements apply to candidates who began their GCSE qualification in Government and 
Politics in September 2020 and wish to achieve a qualification-level grade in Summer 2022.  This 
also includes candidates wishing to resit. 
 
In GCSE Government and Politics candidates will be permitted the option of completing the 
examination for one assessment unit and a controlled assessment task for the second unit, as an 
alternative to the second examination. 
 
Candidates will not have the option of completing both examination units and the assessment task. 
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General Certificate of Secondary Education 
2022 

 
 

TIME  

 

For Teacher 
use only 

Question 
Number 

Marks 

(a)  
(b)  
(c)   

 

Total 
Marks  

 

1 hour. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES  

Write your Centre Number and Candidate Number in the spaces provided at the 
top of this page. 
Answer all the questions in the spaces provided in this booklet. 

 

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES  

The total mark for this paper is 20. 
Quality of written communication will be assessed in questions (b) and (c). 
Figures in brackets printed down the right-hand side of pages indicate the marks 
awarded to each question or part question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Government and Politics 
 

Unit 1 – Controlled Assessment Task 
 
 

[CODE] 
 

SPECIMEN TASK 
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(a) In the grid below match the correct term to its definition: 
 

Select 
Committee 

Voting in 
Parliament 

Backbench 
Rebellion 

Constituency 
Office 

Party 
Whip 

Amendment Written 
questions 

 
An example has been done for you in the table below: 
 
Definition Term 

 
The person who tells party members how 
to vote. 

Party Whip 

A way MPs and Lords can get answers from 
the government on specific issues. 

 

A group of MPs or Lords who investigate a 
particular area or issue. 

 

A place where members of the public can 
raise issues with their MP. 

 

The method by which new laws are passed 
by Parliament. 

 

Occurs when a number of the government’s 
own party votes against a policy in 
Parliament. 

 

A change to a law before it passes through 
Parliament. 

. 

[6] 
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(b) Read Source A and answer the question that follows: 

Source A 
 
Keir Starmer, the new head of the Labour Party, is becoming an effective leader of the 
Opposition by holding the government to account in Parliament.  He has strongly 
challenged Boris Johnson at Prime Minister’s Questions over his handling of the COVID 
crisis.  The Labour Leader has put forward alternative ideas on how the crisis should be 
dealt with. In debates in the Commons other members of the Opposition have criticised and 
challenged the government’s performance over Brexit. 

 
Using Source A and your own knowledge, explain the role of the Official Opposition in UK 
politics. 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
[6] 

 
Use the lines below if required to answer Question (b). 
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(c) “Proportional systems are the fairest and therefore best electoral systems.”  
 

Make a case in support of this statement.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
[8] 
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Use the lines below if required to answer Question (c). 
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THIS IS THE END OF THE QUESTION PAPER 
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GENERAL MARKING INSTRUCTIONS
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General Marking Instructions 
 

Introduction 
 

Mark Schemes are intended to ensure that the GCSE examinations are marked consistently and fairly. The 
mark schemes provide teachers with an indication of the nature and range of candidates’ 
responses likely to be worthy of credit. They also set out the criteria which they should apply in allocating marks to 
candidates’ responses. The mark schemes should be read in conjunction with these general marking instructions. 

 
Assessment Objectives 
Below are the assessment objectives for GCSE Government and Politics. 

 
AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of political concepts, institutions, processes, terms and 

issues. 
AO2 Apply knowledge and understanding of political information to contexts and actions. 
AO3 Analyse and evaluate a range of evidence, including differing viewpoints, relating to political issues, 

debates and actions to construct reasoned arguments and make substantiated judgements. 
 

Quality of candidate’s responses 
In marking the Controlled Assessment Task (CAT), teachers should be looking for a quality of response 
reflecting the level of maturity which may reasonably be expected of a 16 year old which is the age at which the 
majority of candidates sit their GCSE examinations. 

 
Flexibility in marking 
Mark schemes are not intended to be totally prescriptive. No mark scheme can cover all the responses which 
candidates may produce. In the event of unanticipated answers, teachers are expected to use their professional 
judgement to assess the validity of answers. If an answer is particularly problematic, then teachers should seek 
the guidance of the Education Manager at CCEA. 

 
Positive marking 
Teachers are encouraged to be positive in their marking, giving appropriate credit for what candidates know, 
understand and can do rather than penalising candidates for errors or omissions. Teachers should make use of the 
whole of the available mark range for any particular question and be prepared to award full marks for a response 
which is as good as might reasonably be expected of a 16-year-old GCSE candidate. 

 
Awarding zero marks 
Marks should only be awarded for valid responses and no marks should be awarded for an answer which is 
completely incorrect or inappropriate. 

 
Types of mark schemes 
Mark schemes for questions which require candidates to respond in extended written form are marked on the 
basis of levels of response which take account of the quality of written communication. 

 
Other questions which require only short answers are marked on a point for point basis with marks awarded 
for each valid piece of information provided. 
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Levels of response 
Questions requiring candidates to respond in extended writing are marked in terms of levels of response. In 
deciding which level of response to award, teachers should look for the ‘best fit’ bearing in mind that weakness in 
one area may be compensated for by strength in another. In deciding which mark within a particular level to award 
to any response, teachers are expected to used their professional judgement. The following guidance is provided to 
assist teachers: 

 
• Threshold performance: Response which just merits inclusion in the level and should be awarded 

a mark at or near the bottom of the range. 
• Intermediate performance: Response which clearly merits inclusion in the level and should be 

awarded a mark at or near the middle of the range. 
• High performance: Response which fully satisfies the level description and should be 

awarded a mark at or near the top of the range. 
 

Quality of written communication 
Quality of written communication is taken into account in assessing candidates’ responses to all questions that 
require them to respond in extended written form. These questions are marked on the basis of levels of response. 
The description for each level of response includes reference to the quality of written communication. 

 
Instructions for teachers: 

 
For questions which are assessed using three levels of response the following QWC descriptors are to be used: 

 
Level 1 
Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology and demonstrates basic skills of 
selection of material, but the response lacks clarity, structure and organisation of ideas. Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with limited accuracy. 

 
Level 2 
Writing communicates ideas using political terms mostly accurately and demonstrates some skills of selection and 
organisation of material in a structured way. Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some 
accuracy. 

 
Level 3 
Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely selected political terms and organises 
information clearly and coherently. Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy. 
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MARK SCHEME 
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(a) In the grid below match the correct term to its definition: 
 

Select 
Committee 

Voting in 
Parliament 

Backbench 
Rebellion 

Constituency 
Office 

Party 
Whip 

Amendment Written 
questions 

 
An example has been done for you in the table below: 
 
Definition Term 

 
The person who tells party members how 
to vote. 

Party Whip 

A way MPs and Lords can get answers from 
the government on specific issues. 

Written questions 

A group of MPs or Lords who investigate a 
particular area or issue. 

Select Committee 

A place where members of the public can 
raise issues with their MP. 

Constituency Office 

The method by which new laws are passed 
by Parliament. 

Voting in Parliament 

Occurs when a number of the government’s 
own party votes against a policy in 
Parliament. 

Backbench Rebellion 

A change to a law before it passes through 
Parliament. 

Amendment 

 
 
(b) Using Source A and your own knowledge, explain the role of the Official Opposition in UK 

politics. 

 
Award [0] for an answer not worthy of credit.  
 
Level 1 ([1]-[2]) 
A basic response which tends to focus on the source and/or provides basic knowledge of the role of 
the Official Opposition in UK politics. 
 
Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology and demonstrates basic 
skills of selection of material, but the response lacks clarity, structure and organisation of ideas. 
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with limited accuracy.  
 
Level 2 ([3]-[4]) 
An answer which develops the material provided in the source and provides additional material on 
the role of the Official Opposition in UK politics. 
 
Writing communicates ideas using political terms mostly accurately and demonstrates some skills 
of selection and organisation of material. Candidates spell, punctuate and use of rules of grammar 
with some accuracy. 
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Level 3 ([5]-[6]) 
A very good explanation of the role of the Official Opposition in UK politics. Relevant support is 
provided in the form of examples.  
 
Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely selected political terms and 
organises information clearly and coherently. Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of 
grammar with consistent accuracy. 
 
Answers may include some of the following: 
 
From the source: 

• To hold the government to account at weekly PMQs 
• To challenge government policy during debates 
• To present an alternative set of policies 

 
From own knowledge: 

• To show the public that they are a viable alternative government 
• To force the government to change direction on policies 
• To scrutinise legislation at committee stage 
• To raise issues they believe the government has overlooked 
• To criticise government policies 

 
Any other valid point [6] 
 
 
(c) “Proportional systems are the fairest and therefore best electoral systems.”  

 
Make a case in support of this statement.  
 

Award [0] for an answer not worthy of credit.  
 
Level 1 ([1]–[2])  
A basic response with limited development of the positive features of proportional systems of 
election. Examples, if presented, are basic.  
 
Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology and demonstrates basic 
skills of selection of material, but the response lacks clarity and organisation. Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with limited accuracy.  
 
Level 2 ([3]–[5])  
A more developed response which attempts to explain the positive features of proportional systems 
of election and which supports the points made with valid examples.  
 
Writing communicates ideas using political terms accurately and demonstrates some skills of 
selection and organisation of material. Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar 
with some accuracy.  
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Level 3 ([6]–[8])  
A very good response which explains the positive features of proportional systems of election and 
which uses developed examples to provide a well-formed and sustained argument. 
 
Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely selected political terms and 
organises information clearly and coherently. Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of 
grammar with consistent accuracy.  
 
Answers may include:  

• Proportional systems are fairer because representation reflects the share of the popular vote 
achieved by a party 

• The resulting elected body is a more accurate representation of society 
• Smaller parties have a greater chance of securing election 
• Voters often enjoy a greater choice of candidate 
• More inclusive coalition governments are frequently produced 

 
Any other valid point. [8] 
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