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Foreword 
CCEA has developed new applied specifications which comply with criteria for  
GCE qualifications.  The specimen assessment materials accompanying new 
specifications are provided to give centres guidance on the structure and character of the 
planned assessments in advance of the first assessment.  It is intended that the specimen 
assessment materials contained in this booklet will help teachers and students to 
understand, as fully as possible, the markers’ expectations of candidates’ responses to the 
types of tasks and questions set at GCE level.  These specimen assessment materials 
should be used in conjunction with CCEA’s GCE Journalism in the Media and 
Communications Industry specification. 
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 Section A  
 Answer all questions  
  

 
1 The following two articles, Article 1 and Article 2, relate to the same news 

story but are taken from different sources. 
 
Spend 40 minutes completing the following task.  Space for your answer is 
provided on the pages after the articles. 
 
Compare and contrast the following elements for each article: 
 
• News Angle and Content  
• Language and Style  
• Target audience  
• Ownership [20] 

  
The quality of written communication is assessed in this question.  



Version 3: August 2016 
6 

 Article 1 is taken from a national daily tabloid newspaper (378 words). 
  

 

 
 
Source: Adapted from – (i) www.politicsshome 27/11/12 “Grayling hits back in Tesco row” (ii) 
www.guardian.co.uk 21/02/12 “Work experience scheme in disarray as Tesco and other 
retailers change tack” (iii) The Telegraph 19/02/12 “Critics of Government work experience 
programme are ‘jobs snobs, says minister”.  
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 Article 2 is taken from a national daily broadsheet newspaper  
(402 words).  

 

  
 
Source: Adapted from (i) Mail Online 23/02/12 ‘Back to work’ firm in new row as it forces 
jobseekers to work for FREE in its own offices. (ii) The Guardian 18/02/12 “Tesco asks 
government to change flagship jobless scheme.”  
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 Question 1 Answer: 
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2 You are a reporter for The Ballynamuch Gazette which is a Northern 
Ireland local weekly newspaper published every Tuesday.  It serves the 
large town of Ballynamuch (population 30,000) and the surrounding rural 
area. 
 
Complete the two writing tasks (a) and (b).  

   
 

 (a) Spend 25 minutes writing a news story of 250 words to be published 
in the next issue of The Ballynamuch Gazette.  Your news story should 
be based on the following information.  A headline will not be required. [25] 

    
 

  It’s Monday morning and you are starting your shift at 9.00am.  Shortly 
afterwards you receive a phone call from a local woman, Angela 
Downey, who says she has heard about a crash involving two fire 
engines on Eastern Avenue, Ballynamuch, last night. She says she 
thinks a little boy and a dog were hit.  
 
You call the local police.  The police press officer tells you that a  
nine-year-old pedestrian suffered multiple injuries in an accident 
involving a fire engine on Eastern Avenue, near its junction with 
Riverside Crescent, at around 8pm last night.  
The child was taken to St Mary’s Hospital but was found to be dead on 
arrival. 
Her family have been informed. 
The police press officer confirms the young child as Louisa Holmes, of 
the Riverside Crescent area in Ballynamuch. 
He says that four other people – all male fire officers – were taken to 
hospital for treatment for minor injuries. 
He says Eastern Avenue was closed for a few hours but it reopened at 
midnight and police are investigating the cause of the incident, which 
they believe was a tragic accident. 
 
You call Ballynamuch Fire Station and speak to the senior officer on 
duty, Watch Commander, Danny Smyth. He confirms that a fire engine 
from Ballynamuch Fire Station was involved in the incident. 
Watch Commander Smyth adds: “The fire engine involved in this tragic 
accident was one of two that were on their way to deal with a fire in a 
derelict building on Eastern Avenue adjacent to Riverside Woods.”  
“I am not able to comment on the cause of the accident, but everyone 
here was saddened to hear what happened.”  
“Our deepest sympathy goes out to the family of the young girl.” 
 
You call St Mary’s Hospital to check on the condition of the four fire 
officers. A spokeswoman says: “The 37-year-old fire engine driver and 
the other three members of the crew were taken to hospital by 
ambulance suffering from shock and minor cuts and bruises.  All four 
have since been released.” 
You call a newsagent’s shop near the scene of the accident on Eastern 
Avenue, McKennas’ Store, and speak to the owner, Mrs Anne-Marie 
McKenna.   
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She says: “I was closing up when I saw the fire engine coming with its 
sirens on.  There was a boy and a girl standing on the other side of the 
road and the girl had a wee dog with her.” 
“As the fire engine got closer, the dog ran out onto the road, pulling the 
girl off balance.  The dog escaped, but the wee girl seemed to fall into 
the path of the fire engine.” 
She says she thinks the little girl was a primary six pupil at Ballynamuch 
Central Primary School. 
Mrs McKenna also tells you that she’s heard that the fire engine driver 
is called Trevor Black and is from the nearby town of Ballyscallon.  
 
You call Ballynamuch Central Primary School and speak to the 
principal, Martin O’Loan, who states that Louisa was a primary five 
pupil there.  
Mr O’Loan says: “I’m devastated by the news of Louisa’s tragic death.” 
“Many of the pupils and teachers were in tears, so I’ve closed the 
school for the day.” 
He says he has called a special assembly, which will be held tomorrow.  
He says that pupils and parents have already started to leave floral 
tributes to Louisa outside the school gates. 

   
The quality of written communication is assessed in this question.  

    
  _________________________________________________________
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  _________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________
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 (b) You have now received the short press release below from the 
politician, Alex Holmes.  
 
Spend 20 minutes writing a headline and the first three paragraphs 
of a news story based on this press release.  The first three 
paragraphs must come to 80 words.  The specified word count must 
include the headline.  
This story will also be for the next issue of The Ballynamuch Gazette.  [15] 

    
 

  Alex Holmes, the Independent Party MLA for West Antrim, has 
expressed his concern over plans to close Ballynamuch Library.  
Mr Holmes, who is also West Antrim Independent Party Association 
Chairman, was speaking at a public meeting at Ballynamuch 
community centre last night as part of his campaign to save the library.  
Mr Holmes said: “The Library Board’s plan to close Ballynamuch 
Library, a thriving and popular public amenity, is deeply flawed.” 
“The Board has stated it needs to save £4 million over the next two 
years, but shutting one of the best-used libraries in the county is not the 
way to achieve this.” 
“Closing Ballynamuch Library would rip the heart out of the town.”   
“I am particularly concerned about how these plans would impact on 
the most vulnerable in our community, including young children and the 
elderly, who are the main users of the library.”  
“Two hundred people have turned out tonight to demonstrate their 
opposition to the proposed closure.  That should send a message to the 
Board that local people are ready to fight for their public services.”  
“We have seen several independent businesses close in Ballynamuch 
in the past year.  We cannot afford to let our library close too.”  

   
The quality of written communication is assessed in this question.  

   

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
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3 The article below is a 550 word feature that has been written for a monthly 
lifestyle magazine aimed at women aged 35–55.  At the end of the article 
there are four photographs related to the article. 
 
Spend 10 minutes completing this task. 
 
You are a sub-editor at the magazine and you have been asked to complete 
the following: 
 
• Reduce the word count to the required length of 350 words.  You must 

make any changes on the feature copy itself by putting a line through 
words you wish to delete and marking any changes clearly; 

• Compose an appropriate headline in the space provided below the 
photographs; 

• Select a photograph to accompany the article by indicating your choice 
in the space provided below the photographs; and 

• Write a caption for the photograph of no more than 10 words in the 
space provided below the photographs. [10] 

    
 

 Given the state of the economy, this may not be the best time to overhaul 

your home, but don't let that stifle your creativity.  With a few clever – and 

inexpensive – decorating ideas, you can make a big difference without 

breaking the bank.  

“There are lots of small changes you can make to reinvigorate your living 

space,”  Belfast-based interior designer Lynne Martin says. 

“Sometimes it only takes one thing – like a dramatic floor lamp or a bright 

piece of furniture – to make a big impact and effect how you feel about your 

home.” 

Lighting is a good place to start, as it can change the ‘mood’ of a room. 

Harsh overhead lighting can be flat and uninviting, so simply fitting a dimmer 

switch will allow you to create a softer look.  

You could also swap a plain light shade for an inexpensive chandelier to add 

a little glamour to your dining room, or give your bedroom a stylish touch with 

matching lamps on each side of the bed.  

You may not be able to afford to replace an expensive item like a sofa, but 

you could give it a pick-me-up with colourful or boldly patterned cushions.   
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A snuggly throw will complete the look – and up your comfort levels at the 

same time. 

Even if you only have minimal DIY skills, there are some quick and easy 

ways to improve wooden furniture that’s seen better days.  Update a chest of 

drawers by replacing the handles – you can pick up some lovely decorative 

knobs for a few pounds in high street shops and on websites such as 

quirkyliving.com.  If you’ve a bit more time, why not repaint any tired old 

furniture you have lying around?  Inexpensive flat-pack furniture can also be 

transformed in this way for an individual look.  

In the bedroom, a big, bright rug can create a focal point, and feels cosy 

underfoot too.  It’s also a perfect solution if you have an old carpet you’d 

rather hide.  

If you don’t mind doing a bit of work, a lick of paint is a quick, easy and cheap 

way to transform your living space.  Lift the whole room with a neutral colour, 

or make a contemporary statement by painting a feature wall in a vibrant 

shade.  

Sometimes all it takes is a good clear-out to make you feel completely 

different about your living space.  So take a good look. What do you have to 

keep and what could be tided away – or got rid of all together?  Clutter 

gathers dust and can really pull down the look of a whole room, so be 

ruthless.  If the unwanted items are in good condition, sell them on eBay or 

donate them to charity.  

And don’t underestimate what you can achieve with a bit of elbow grease.  

Housekeeping expert Helen Colman, the author of ‘Keep it Clean’, says: 

“Most people rarely ‘deep clean’ their homes and then wonder why it always 

looks tatty.   
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 Once you’ve cleaned the house from top to bottom it won’t take more than a 

few minutes a day to keep it looking good.”  

“As a priority, dust thoroughly, wash walls and skirting boards and clean 

stains on carpets to give a fresh look.”  

“And make sure you get rid of the cobwebs.  You’ll be amazed at the  
 
difference it makes.”  

     
  

       
  Photo 1 

© Thinkstock  

Photo 2 
©Hemera / Thinkstock  

    
  

       
  Photo 3 

© Hemera / Thinkstock  
Photo 4 

© Hemera Technologies / 
AbleStock.com / Thinkstock  

    
  Headline ________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 
 

  Photo ___________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 
 

  Caption _________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ [10] 
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  Section B 
 

  Answer one question from this section  

   
 

  Spend 25 minutes writing your response. 
 
You will be expected to draw upon examples from your study and 
practice throughout the course to illustrate your arguments.  

   
 

  4 Discuss the main journalistic defences to defamation. [30] 

   
or 

  
  5 Discuss the main legal and ethical issues a journalist must 

 consider in the use of sources. [30] 
   

or 
  

  6 Discuss how the development of technology has impacted on 
 print journalism in the UK. [30] 

   
The quality of written communication is assessed in this question. 

 

   

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________ 
 

THIS IS THE END OF THE QUESTION PAPER 
___________________________________________ 
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 Section A 
 

Answer all questions 
 

   

1 You are a cross-platform reporter who covers the city of Granton (population 
200,000/Location: North Yorkshire) for Granton Media. The company owns a 
daily newspaper, The Granton Times, a website, The Granton Times Online 
(www.gtonline.com) and a radio station, Granton FM. 

 

     

 (a) Spend 35 minutes completing the tasks (i) and (ii) which follow the 
situation outlined below.  

     
  It is 10am and you take a call from a resident of the Downley area of 

the city, Andrea McClean, who says she heard a large explosion about 
15 minutes ago.  She says she has already called the emergency 
services.  
 
Ms McClean adds: “It gave me the shock of my life when I heard the 
explosion.  It sounded just like a bomb!  The whole house shook, 
although thankfully nothing’s been damaged.  There’s a strong smell of 
smoke in the air.” 
 
You contact the Granton Police and speak to the duty press officer, 
Geraldine Hatton.  She says: “Police, fire and ambulance services are 
at the scene of a suspected gas explosion in Acacia Road in Downley.  
The incident occurred at 9.30am.  At least one person – an elderly 
woman – has been injured.  There are no more details at present.” 
 
You know that a local councillor for the Green Party, Wendy Richards, 
lives on Acacia Road.  You call her to see whether she knows anything 
more. 
 
She says: “I’m working from home today and heard the explosion going 
off.  My first reaction was that it was a bomb, but I’ve just been talking 
to police officers on the street who say they think it was a gas 
explosion.  One house across the street is badly damaged – it’s a real 
mess. I know the elderly lady, Mrs Evans, who lives there to say hello 
to.  I saw her being carried out by firefighters.  The two homes on either 
side are also damaged, and a lot of houses on that side of the street 
have had their windows blown in.  There’s a lot of debris lying around.  
My thoughts are with the lady who was injured and I hope she makes a 
full recovery.” 
  

http://www.gtonline.com/
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  (i) Write a website story, based on the material on the previous 
page, of 150 words for immediate publication and write a 
headline for the story of no more than 8 words; [15] 

    
and 
  

  (ii) Write an immediate newsflash for radio broadcast of no more 
than 50 words. [10] 

    
 

 (b) Later today you receive the additional information below. 
 
Spend 30 minutes completing this task.  

    
 

  Write a 240 word script for a radio news package report.  This report 
will be broadcast at 5:30pm.  You may use any of the information you 
have received on the story so far today.  All quotations count as 
available audio. [25] 

     
  Additional information 

You call the company responsible for gas supplies in the area, Northern 
Gas.  They provide a spokesman, Roger Hanna, and you conduct a 
short interview. 

He says: “Our engineers have cut off the gas supply to Acacia Road.  
We’re working alongside the emergency services to make the area 
safe.  It’s too early to say what caused the explosion, however, we are 
cooperating fully with an investigation into the incident.” 

The Health and Safety Council, the government body responsible for 
gas safety, releases a statement, which reads: “The Health and Safety 
Council has begun an investigation into the cause of an explosion at 33 
Acacia Road, Granton this morning at approximately 9.30am.  It is 
believed a gas leak in the property is the probable cause.” 

You call the local hospital, St Luke’s, to check on the condition of the 
injured woman.  A spokeswoman, Marie Kelly, says: “The elderly 
woman is in a critical condition in hospital suffering from burn injuries.  
Another woman and two men, who were believed to be in the two 
adjoining houses, were treated for minor cuts, bruises and burn injuries.   
They have since been released from hospital.” 

You leave the newsroom and drive to Acacia Road.  The street has 
been cordoned off at both ends by the Fire Service.  A crowd of 
residents have gathered at one end of the street. You speak to one, 
Rachel Brown. 
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Mrs Brown says: “I had just dropped my kids off at school and I was 
driving along the High Street when I heard a loud bang.” 

“I was so shocked I pulled over and got out of the car at the top of 
Acacia Road.  
The air was thick with smoke and I could see one of the houses down 
the street was on fire.”  

“It’s a scene of devastation – I’m amazed the elderly lady got out alive.   
We live 10 doors down, and most of our windows are shattered.” 

You interview a man, James Mulgrew, who lives in a nearby street, 
Acacia Drive.  He tells you: “I was out at work when the explosion 
happened – I heard about it about an hour afterwards on the news. I 
can’t believe it, it’s surreal.”   

You then speak to North Yorkshire’s Deputy Chief Fire Officer Stan 
Robinson who is in charge of the fire fighters at the scene.  He says: 
“When we got the initial call, we sent 40 fire officers to 33 Acacia Road.  
When they arrived they found the house had been partially destroyed in 
an explosion.” 

“Neighbours said there was someone still in the property, so officers 
went in wearing breathing apparatus and brought the householder out.  
There was a small fire still burning, which the officers extinguished.  We 
have now put up a cordon blocking access to the street.  We expect it 
to be tomorrow morning before it will be safe for residents to return 
home.” 

You return to the newsroom to find the police have released a second 
statement, which reads: “We can confirm that the woman injured in a 
suspected gas explosion at 33 Acacia Road, Granton this morning is 
Mrs Elizabeth Evans, aged 71.  She lives alone.” 

“Three other people were treated in hospital for minor injuries.  We 
have evacuated the entire street, and around 200 residents are 
currently out of their homes.  Police are assisting in a full investigation 
with the Health and Safety Council, Northern Gas and the Fire and 
Rescue Service.” 

    
 

 (c) Spend 15 minutes completing this task. 
 
Write an evaluation of the content and style of the three pieces you 
have written about the explosion.  You should also reflect on audience 
and format. [15] 
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2 You are the producer of the Granton FM’s regional radio news bulletin. 
 
The list of eight stories below are available for today’s bulletin.  The bulletin 
will air at 5.30pm. 
 
Spend 10 minutes completing this task.  

     
 Prioritise the following eight stories.  Select the top three.  Write the opening  

15 seconds of the news bulletin script headlining the top three stories that 
you have selected. (3 words per second) [10] 

     
 Story 1: 

Residents opposed to plans to rename a village pub in Wales have been 
urged to “make their opinions known”.  Marley’s Inns has announced plans to 
change the name of The Queen Anne Inn, Llay, Wrexham to The Little Duck.  
A spokesman for the Llay Historical Society says residents should fight to 
keep the pub’s “historic” name. 
 

Story 2: 
A 57-year-old man has died in a car crash in Chalmford just outside south 
Granton.  The single-car accident happened late last night on the village high 
street. 
 

Story 3: 
Residents in Granton are being warned to boil their drinking water after a 
sample was found to be contaminated with potentially deadly bacteria.  The  
E-Coli bacteria were found during routine tests.  The Water Board said it is 
carrying out further tests to find the source of the contamination. 
 

Story 4: 
The Granton born actress Rebecca Hughes is to star in a new Hollywood film 
by the acclaimed director Antonio Rossi.  Filming on the movie, titled 
Connections, will start next spring. 
 

Story 5: 
The UN’s humanitarian chief has arrived in Syria to urge the authorities there 
to allow aid agencies into the war-torn cities.  Valerie Amos met the Syrian 
President in Damascus and is now on her way to the violence-hit city of 
Homs. 
 

Story 6: 
A local councillor has called on police to do more to tackle street drinking in 
the Downley area of Granton.  John Wilson of the Independent Party says 
young people are congregating outside the Diamond Nightclub at weekends 
and causing a nuisance to residents and businesses. 
 

Story 7: 
The Chief Executive of Byrne Cements, Stephen Jeffrey, says he is 
considering moving some operations to China.  Around 200 jobs in Granton 
could be at risk. 
 

Story 8: 
A farmer from the village of Downshire has been fined £200 for river pollution 
at Granton Magistrates Court.  Billy Smith, of Pudding Lane, dumped a 
quantity of fertiliser into the Cobb River last May.  
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 Section B 
 

Answer one question from this section  
    

 
 Spend 30 minutes writing your response. 

 
You will be expected to draw upon examples from your study and practice 
throughout the course to illustrate your arguments.  

    
 

3 Discuss the possible legal and ethical justifications for using secretly 
recorded audio or video in a story. [25] 

  
or 
  

4 Discuss how digital interactivity has contributed to the rise of ‘citizen 
journalism’ and analyse the positive and negative impact this has had on 
professional journalism. [25] 

  
or 
  

5 Compare and contrast how ownership can affect the nature and quality of 
journalism in public service and commercial television news. 

 
[25] 
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___________________________________________ 
 

THIS IS THE END OF THE QUESTION PAPER 

___________________________________________ 
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General Marking Instructions 
 
Introduction 
Mark schemes are intended to ensure that the GCE examinations are marked consistently 
and fairly.  The mark schemes provide markers with an indication of the nature and range 
of candidates’ responses likely to be worthy of credit.  They also set out the criteria which 
they should apply in allocating marks to candidates’ responses.   
 
Assessment objectives 
Below are the assessment objectives for GCE Journalism in the Media and 
Communications Industry. 
 
Candidates must: 
• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of journalistic concepts, contexts and 

debates (AO1); 
• apply knowledge, understanding and skills when researching, planning and creating 

journalistic products (AO2); and 
• analyse and evaluate existing journalistic products including their own practical work 

(AO3). 
 
Quality of candidates’ responses 
In marking the examination papers, examiners should be looking for a quality of response 
reflecting the level of maturity which may reasonably be expected of a 17-year old or  
18-year-old which is the age at which the majority of candidates sit their GCE 
examinations. 
 
Flexibility in marking 
Mark schemes are not intended to be totally prescriptive.  No mark scheme can cover all 
the responses which candidates may produce.  In the event of unanticipated answers, 
examiners are expected to use their professional judgement to assess the validity of 
answers.  If an answer is particularly problematic, then examiners should seek the 
guidance of the Supervising Examiner. 
 
Positive marking 
Examiners are encouraged to be positive in their marking, giving appropriate credit for 
what candidates know, understand and can do rather than penalising candidates for errors 
or omissions.  Examiners should make use of the whole of the available mark range for 
any particular question and be prepared to award full marks for a response which is as 
good as might reasonably be expected of a 17-year-old or 18-year-old GCE candidate.   
 
Awarding zero marks 
Marks should only be awarded for valid responses and no marks should be awarded for 
an answer which is completely incorrect or inappropriate. 
 
Types of mark schemes 
Mark schemes for tasks or questions which require candidates to respond in extended 
written form are marked on the basis of levels of response which take account of the 
quality of written communication.  
 
Other questions which require only short answers are marked on a point for point basis 
with marks awarded for each valid piece of information provided. 
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Levels of response 
Tasks and questions requiring candidates to respond in extended writing are marked in 
terms of levels of response.  In deciding which level of response to award, examiners 
should look for the ‘best fit’ bearing in mind that weakness in one area may be 
compensated for by strength in another.  In deciding which mark within a particular level to 
award to any response, examiners are expected to use their professional judgement.   
 
Quality of written communication 
Quality of written communication is taken into account in assessing candidates’ responses 
to all tasks and questions that require them to respond in extended written form.  These 
tasks and questions are marked on the basis of levels of response.  The description for 
each level of response includes reference to the quality of written communication.   
 
For conciseness, quality of written communication is distinguished within levels of 
response as follows: 
 
Level 1: Quality of written communication is basic. 
Level 2: Quality of written communication is satisfactory. 
Level 3: Quality of written communication is good. 
Level 4: Quality of written communication is excellent. 
 
In interpreting these level descriptions, examiners should refer to the more detailed 
guidance provided below: 
 
Level 1 (Basic): The candidate makes only a limited selection and use of an appropriate 
form and style of writing.  The organisation of material may lack clarity and coherence.  
There is little use of specialist vocabulary.  Presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar may be such that intended meaning is not clear. 
 
Level 2 (Satisfactory): The candidate makes a reasonable selection and use of an 
appropriate form and style of writing.  Relevant material is organised with some clarity and 
coherence.  There is some use of appropriate specialist vocabulary.  Presentation, 
spelling, punctuation and grammar are sufficiently competent to make meaning clear. 
 
Level 3 (Good): The candidate successfully selects and uses an appropriate form and 
style of writing.  Relevant material is organised with a good degree of clarity and 
coherence.  There is a good spread and accurate use of appropriate specialist vocabulary.  
Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are of a sufficiently high standard to 
make meaning clear. 
 
Level 4 (Excellent): The candidate successfully selects and uses the most appropriate 
form and style of writing.  Relevant material is extremely well organized with the highest 
degree of clarity and coherence.  There is extensive and accurate use of specialist 
vocabulary.  Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are of the highest standard 
and ensure that the meaning is exceptionally clear.
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Section A 
 

1 The following two articles, Article 1 and Article 2, relate to the same news 
story but are taken from different sources. 
 
Spend 40 minutes completing the following tasks.  Space for your answer is 
provided on the pages after the articles. 
 
Compare and contrast the following elements for each article: 
 
• News Angle and Content  
• Language and Style  
• Target Audience 
• Ownership  

   
 Levels of response and indicative content for this question are located on the 

following pages.  
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Mark 
Band Levels of Response Marks 

4 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a perceptive and insightful knowledge and understanding of both 

articles’ use of news angle and content, language and style  
• sustained and confident awareness of different target audiences and 

purpose with thorough consideration of article sources  
• a highly developed ability to comparatively analyse and evaluate both 

articles in relation to content, style and ownership  
• clear critical judgement and independent thinking in their reasoning 

and arguments  
• a consistently high quality of written communication including 

spelling, punctuation and grammar, as well as organisation of 
information, applying journalistic terminology fluently and effectively 
to justify arguments and responses 

 

16–20 

3 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a good knowledge and understanding of both articles’ use of news 

angle and content  
• sound awareness of different target audiences and purpose with 

consideration of article sources  
• a good ability to comparatively analyse and evaluate both articles in 

relation to content, style and ownership  
• sound critical judgement in their reasoning and arguments  
• a good quality of written communication including spelling, 

punctuation and grammar, as well as organisation of information, 
applying journalistic terminology appropriately to justify arguments 
and responses 

 

11–15 

2 The candidate demonstrates: 
• an satisfactory knowledge and understanding of both articles’ use of 

news angle and content, language and style  
• a straightforward awareness of audience and purpose with some 

consideration of article sources  
• an uneven but satisfactory ability to comparatively analyse and 

evaluate both articles in relation to content, style and ownership  
• some critical judgement in their reasoning and arguments  
• a satisfactory level of written communication including spelling, 

punctuation and grammar, as well as organisation of information, with 
uneven application of journalistic terminology to justify arguments and 
responses 

 

6–10 

1 The candidate demonstrates:  
• a basic knowledge and understanding of both articles’ use of news 

angle and content, language and style  
• a limited awareness of audience or purpose with little attempt to 

consider article sources  
• little ability to comparatively analyse and evaluate both articles in 

relation to content, style or ownership  
• limited critical judgement in their reasoning and arguments  
• a level of written communication including spelling, punctuation and 

grammar as well as organisation of information, that is characterised 
by repeated errors and misapplication of journalistic terminology 

 

1–5 

 [0] is awarded for a response not worthy of credit. 
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 Indicative content for both articles 
 
News Angle and Content: 
 
• Article 1’s opening paragraph clearly presents David Cameron’s point of 

view which is critical of opponents of the government scheme.  
It generally emphasises a viewpoint which supports the scheme (i.e. the 
view of David Cameron and the Coalition government’s employment 
minister) and uses positive comments from a successful participant on 
the scheme.  The opposing point of view is given marginal representation 
with a brief quotation by a Youth Fight for Jobs spokesperson. 
Protest against the scheme is framed as being unreasonable – protesters 
‘target’ a Tesco store and must be removed by police. 
The angle used in this article would imply a political affiliation which 
would favour the government. 
The headline also clearly emphasises a derogatory impression of 
opponents to the scheme (e.g. ‘job snobs’) and presents Cameron’s 
viewpoint again, as dominant. 
 

• Article 2’s opening paragraph alternatively portrays David Cameron as 
the defender of an unpopular initiative.  Though, like Article 1, it also 
includes quotations from both Cameron and the government’s 
employment minister, its use of the words ‘forced’ and also ‘shore up’ 
imply that the scheme is failing.  The first quotation used in this article is 
also a direct opponent of the scheme, a Right to Work spokesman. 
The angle used in this article would imply a political affiliation which 
would be in opposition to the government. 
The headline also clearly emphasises a critical view of the scheme (i.e. 
use of ‘defends’ ‘exploitative’ and ‘controversy mounts’). 
 

• Although both articles clearly adopt different perspectives on the issue in 
terms of the angles they present, they nonetheless both present both 
sides of the argument – a basic journalistic requirement in this type of 
article.  

    
 

 Language, Style and Target Audience: 
 
• Article 1 uses language that is more informal than Article 2 with shorter, 

simpler and more direct sentences.  This would be more typical of a 
tabloid style of writing (e.g. terms such as ‘dole money’, ‘shore up’ 
‘jobless youngsters’ ‘get them off the sofa’ ‘shut up shop’).  The language 
also frames a viewpoint on opposition to the scheme that is more 
sensationalised in its presentation than Article 2 e.g. ‘after furious 
protesters targeted Tesco’ (italics for emphasis). 
Paragraphs are shorter than in Article 2 (Article 1 paragraphs are rarely 
more than one sentence.)  Target audience of Article 1 is clearly 
considered.   
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 • Article 2 uses language that is more formal than Article 1 (e.g. 
‘detractors’ ‘amid’) with longer sentences and paragraphs and more 
complex sentence structure. (e.g. use of sub-clause; ‘However, those 
who... question whether the scheme is really voluntary.’)  This would be 
more typical of a quality broadsheet style of writing. The language also 
frames a more measured viewpoint regarding opposition to the scheme 
than in Article 1 e.g. ‘furious protesters’ (Article 1) compared with 
‘campaigners’ anger’ (Article 2), ‘targeting’ (Article 1) compared with 
‘arriving with placards’ (Article 2) and use of the term ‘quit’ (Article 1) 
compared with ‘either suspend or withdraw the programme’ (Article 2).  
Target audience of Article 2 is clearly considered.    

  
 

 Ownership 
 
• The candidate will be expected to address the issue of ownership.  

Implications for Articles 1 and 2 should be raised.   
  

 Credit any other valid material 
(AO1, AO3) [20] 

  [20]  
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2 You are a reporter for The Ballynamuch Gazette which is a Northern 
Ireland local weekly newspaper published every Tuesday.  It serves the 
large town of Ballynamuch (population 30,000) and the surrounding rural 
area. 
 
Complete the two writing tasks (a) and (b).  

    
 

 (a) Spend 25 minutes writing a news story of 250 words to be published 
in the next issue of The Ballynamuch Gazette.  A headline will not be 
required.  

    
 Levels of response and indicative content for this question are located on the 

following pages.  
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Mark 
Band Levels of Response Marks 

4 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a perceptive and insightful knowledge and understanding of the 

writing brief in terms of style and format and their role as a reporter  
• sustained and confident awareness of target audience and 

purpose with thorough consideration of the type of publication  
• a highly developed and discerning ability to select and prioritise 

source material in terms of both news value and reliability with 
confident and effective structuring and ordering of story content  

• an engaging, effective and persuasive style of language in the 
presentation of their story  

• a consistently high quality of written communication including 
spelling, punctuation and grammar, organisation of information 
and an ability to work to the word limit (240–260 words)  

 

20–25 

3 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a good knowledge and understanding of the writing brief in terms 

of style and format and their role as a reporter  
• a sound awareness of target audience and purpose with 

consideration of the type of publication  
• a good ability to select and prioritise source material in terms of 

both news value and reliability with sound structuring and ordering 
of story content  

• a good and appropriate style of language in the presentation of 
their story  

• a good quality of written communication including spelling, 
punctuation and grammar, organisation of information and an 
ability to work to the word limit (230–270 words)  

 

14–19 

2 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a satisfactory knowledge and understanding of the writing brief in 

terms of style and format and their role as a reporter  
• a straightforward awareness of target audience and purpose with 

some consideration of the type of publication  
• an uneven but adequate ability to select and prioritise source 

material in terms of news value and reliability with adequate 
structuring and ordering of story content  

• a straightforward but mainly appropriate style of language in the 
presentation of their story  

• a mostly accurate level of written communication including 
spelling, punctuation and grammar, organisation of information 
and an ability to work towards the word limit (220–280 words)  

 

7–13 
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1 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a basic knowledge and understanding of the writing brief in terms 

of style and format and their role as a reporter  
• a limited awareness of target audience and purpose with little 

consideration of the type of publication  
• little ability to select and prioritise source material in terms of either 

news value or reliability with basic structuring and ordering of story 
content  

• a basic and mainly inappropriate style of language in the 
presentation of their story  

• a level of written communication including spelling, punctuation 
and grammar, as well as organisation of information that is 
characterised by repeated errors and minimal ability to work to a 
word limit (below 220 words and above 280 words)  
 

1–6 

 

[0] is awarded for a response not worthy of credit. 
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 Indicative Content 
 
Story Content and Structure 
 
• The candidate will be expected to adhere to the pyramid structure in this 

hard news writing task (i.e. Who? What? Where? When? How? Why?). 
• The candidate will be expected to ensure that all the most important 

information is included in the opening two paragraphs – as per a hard 
news format. 

• The candidate will be expected to write facts and to cite and quote 
sources accurately. 

• The candidate will be expected to select and prioritise information 
appropriately with the following considerations in mind: 

 
− Was the victim a girl or a boy? (A girl; one source claims she thought it 

was a boy but all official sources confirm that it was a girl.) 
− Was the dog also hit? (No; the first source says that she has heard 

that a dog was hit but the eye witness says she saw the dog escape 
and this would be the more reliable source.) 

− Can the cited identity and home town of the fireman be included? (No; 
one source says that she thinks he is called Trevor Black and is from 
Ballyscallon but this is not confirmed by any official or second source.) 

− What was the victim’s primary year group? (Primary 5; one source 
claims it was primary 6 but the official source (the Principal) confirms it 
was primary 5.) 

− How many fire engines were involved? (One; one source claims two 
were involved but official sources confirm that only one was involved.) 

− Who can I quote (directly) or cite (in reported speech)? (All sources 
can be potentially quoted or cited in the material provided other than 
Angela Downey who was not present at the scene and is also not an 
official source.)    

  
 

 Language and Style: 
 
• The candidate will be expected to write in a style appropriate to the hard 

news brief (i.e. factual with no speculation).  
• The candidate’s writing will be expected to reflect the sensitivities of the 

target audience (i.e. avoiding sensationalist language). 
 
Credit any other valid material. 
(AO1), (AO2) [25] 
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 (b) You have now received the short press release below from the 
politician, Alex Holmes.  
 
Spend 20 minutes writing a headline and the first three paragraphs 
of a news story based on this press release.  The first three 
paragraphs must come to 80 words.  The specified word count must 
include the headline.  
This story will also be for the next issue of The Ballynamuch Gazette.   

    
  Levels of response and indicative content for this question are located 

on the following pages.  
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Mark 
Band Levels of Response Marks 

4 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a perceptive and insightful knowledge and understanding of the 

writing brief in terms of style and format and their role as a reporter  
• sustained and confident awareness of target audience and 

purpose with thorough consideration of the type of publication  
• a highly developed and discerning ability to select and prioritise 

source material in terms of news value with confident and effective 
structuring and ordering of the content used in their story 
introduction  

• an engaging, effective and persuasive style of language in the 
presentation of their story introduction and headline  

• a consistently high quality of written communication including 
spelling, punctuation and grammar, organisation of information 
and an ability to work to the word limit (75–85 words)  
 

12–15 

3 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a good knowledge and understanding of the writing brief in terms 

of style and format and their role as a reporter  
• a sound awareness of target audience and purpose with 

consideration of the type of publication  
• a good ability to select and prioritise source material in terms of 

news value with sound structuring and ordering of the content in 
their story introduction  

• a good and appropriate style of language in the presentation of 
their story introduction and headline  

• a good quality of written communication including spelling, 
punctuation and grammar, organisation of information and an 
ability to work to the word limit (70–90 words)  
 

8–11 

2 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a satisfactory knowledge and understanding of the writing brief in 

terms of style and format and their role as a reporter  
• a straightforward awareness of target audience and purpose with 

some consideration of the type of publication  
• an uneven but adequate ability to select and prioritise source 

material in terms of news value with adequate structuring and 
ordering of the content in their story introduction  

• a straightforward but mainly appropriate style of language in the 
presentation of their story introduction and headline  

• a mostly accurate level of written communication including 
spelling, punctuation and grammar, organisation of information 
and an ability to work towards the word limit (65–95 words)  
 

4–7 
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1 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a basic knowledge and understanding of the writing brief in terms 

of style and format and their role as a reporter  
• a limited awareness of target audience and purpose with little 

consideration of the type of publication  
• little ability to select and prioritise source material in terms of news 

value with basic structuring and ordering of the content in their 
story introduction  

• a basic and mainly inappropriate style of language in the 
presentation of their story introduction and headline  

• a level of written communication including spelling, punctuation 
and grammar, as well as organisation of information that is 
characterised by repeated errors and minimal ability to work to a 
word limit (below 65 words and above 95 words)  
 

1–3 

 

[0] is awarded for a response not worthy of credit. 
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 Indicative Content 
 
Story Content and Structure: 
 
• The candidate will be expected to adhere to the pyramid structure in this 

news writing task (i.e. Who? What? Where? When? How? Why?). 
• The candidate will be expected to ensure that all the most important 

information is included in this short word count. 
• The candidate will be expected to write facts and to cite and quote 

sources accurately (e.g. paraphrasing the politician’s comments to meet 
word count whilst retaining original meaning).  

• The candidate will be expected to reflect the main story in the headline – 
this may take different angles (e.g. focusing on the detrimental effect of 
library closure on the local population or emphasising opposition to the 
official body’s actions).  

  
 

 Language and Style: 
 
• The candidate will be expected to write in a style appropriate to this short 

brief (i.e. factual in the main text with issue-centric headline). 
 
Credit any other valid material. 
(AO1), (AO2) [15] 

  [40] 
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3 The article below is a 550 word feature that has been written for a monthly 
lifestyle magazine aimed at women aged 35–55.  At the end of the article 
there are four photographs related to the article. 
 
Spend 10 minutes completing this task. 
 
You are a sub-editor at the magazine and you have been asked to complete 
the following: 
 
• Reduce the word count to the required length of 350 words.  You must 

make any changes on the feature copy itself by putting a line through 
words you wish to delete and marking any changes clearly; 

• Compose an appropriate headline in the space provided below the 
photographs; 

• Select a photograph to accompany the article by indicating your choice 
in the space provided below the photographs; and 

• Write a caption for the photograph of no more than 10 words in the 
space provided below the photographs.  

    
 Levels of response and indicative content for this question are located on the 

following pages.  
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Mark 
Band 

 
Levels of Response Marks 

4 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a perceptive and insightful knowledge and understanding of the 

brief in terms of style and format and their role as a sub-editor  
• sustained and confident awareness of target audience and 

purpose with thorough consideration of the type of publication  
• a highly developed and discerning ability to make selections in 

order to abbreviate the original text to the word limit (345–355 
words) and choose an appropriate and effective accompanying 
photograph with confident and effective amending of the original 
text as appropriate to retain meaning and coherence  

• an engaging, effective and persuasive style of language in the 
presentation of the headline, caption and any rewritten material  
 

9–10 

3 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a good knowledge and understanding of the brief in terms of style 

and format and their role as a sub-editor  
• a sound awareness of target audience and purpose with 

consideration of the type of publication  
• a good ability to make selections in order to abbreviate the original 

text towards the word limit (340–360 words) and choose an 
appropriate accompanying photograph with methodical amending 
of the original text as appropriate to retain meaning and coherence  

• a good style of language in the presentation of the headline, 
caption and any rewritten material  
 

6–8 

2 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a satisfactory knowledge and understanding of the brief in terms of 

style and format and their role as a sub-editor  
• a straightforward awareness of target audience and purpose with 

consideration of the type of publication  
• an uneven but adequate ability to make selections in order to 

abbreviate the original text towards the word limit (335–365 words) 
and choose an appropriate accompanying photograph with some 
deliberate effort to amend the original text as appropriate to retain 
meaning and coherence  

• a straightforward but mainly appropriate style of language in the 
presentation of the headline, caption and any rewritten material  
 

3–5 

1 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a basic knowledge and understanding of the brief in terms of style 

and format and their role as a sub-editor  
• a limited awareness of target audience and purpose with 

consideration of the type of publication  
• minimal ability to make selections to abbreviate the original text 

with an ineffective choice of photograph and superficial and limited 
effort to amend the original text to the word limit (below 335 and 
above 365 words) appropriately  

• a basic and mainly inappropriate style of language in the 
presentation of the headline, caption and any rewritten material  
 

1–2 

 

 [0] is awarded for a response not worthy of credit.



Version 3: August 2016 
52 

 Indicative Content 
 
Sub-Editing Task: (abbreviating text and adding headline): 
 
• The candidate will be expected to ensure that all of the most appealing 

and informative aspects of the feature are included within the reduced 
word count and that the original tone and meaning is also retained (as this 
is a magazine format, quotations should be prioritised for inclusion rather 
than omission). 

 
The headline must reflect the main focus of the feature (inexpensive interior 
decorating ideas) and be written in a style which will appeal to its female  
35–55 year-old target readership.  

     
 Photo Selection: (from highest to lowest suitability) 

 
• Photo 4 – Woman resting from painting – appropriate target age and 

gender and emphasis on domestic DIY (painting) (highest suitability). 
• Photo 1 – A woman pointing to a design feature – target age group 

acceptable with context marginally less formal and more convincingly 
domestic than photo 2. 

• Photo 2 – A woman pointing to a design feature in a book – target age 
acceptable but context and surroundings are rather formal and business 
like than domestic. 

• Photo 3 – Family dinner in kitchen – includes appropriate target but she is 
not prioritised and the décor is not prominent. 

 
Credit any other valid material. 
(AO2) [10] 

    [10] 
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Section B  

Candidates answer one question from this section 
 

Spend 25 minutes writing your response. 

 

You will be expected to draw upon examples from your study and practice throughout the 
course to illustrate your arguments. 
    

 
4 Discuss the main journalistic defences to defamation. 
  

or 
 

5 Discuss the main legal and ethical issues a journalist must consider in the use of 
sources. 

  
or 
 

6 Discuss how the development of technology has impacted on print journalism in the 
UK. 

  

 Levels of response and indicative content for these questions are located on the 
following pages. 
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Mark 
Band Levels of Response Marks 

4 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a perceptive and insightful knowledge and understanding of the 

chosen issue with confident awareness of different perspectives  
• effective and purposeful use of examples taken from their own 

study to illustrate arguments 
• a highly developed ability to analyse the main discussion points 

with clear critical judgement  
• a consistently high quality of written communication including 

spelling, punctuation and grammar, as well as organisation of 
information, applying journalistic terminology fluently and 
effectively to justify arguments and responses 

 

25–30 

3 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a good knowledge and understanding of the chosen issue with 

sound awareness of different perspectives  
• purposeful use of examples taken from their own study to illustrate 

arguments 
• a good ability to analyse the main discussion points with evidence 

of sound critical judgement  
• a good quality of written communication including spelling, 

punctuation and grammar, as well as organisation of information, 
applying journalistic terminology appropriately to justify arguments 
and responses 

 

17–24 

2 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a satisfactory knowledge and understanding of the chosen issue 

with straightforward awareness of different perspectives  
• satisfactory use of examples taken from their own study to 

illustrate arguments 
• an uneven but satisfactory ability to analyse and evaluate the main 

discussion points with evidence of some critical judgement  
• a satisfactory quality of written communication including spelling, 

punctuation and grammar, as well as organisation of information, 
with uneven application of journalistic terminology appropriately to 
justify arguments and responses 

 

9–16 
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1 The candidate demonstrates:  
• a basic knowledge and understanding of the chosen issue with 

straightforward awareness of different perspectives  
• a limited use of examples taken from their own study to illustrate 

arguments 
• little ability to analyse and evaluate the main discussion points with 

limited evidence of critical judgement  
• a level of written communication including spelling, punctuation 

and grammar, that is characterised by repeated errors and 
misapplication of journalistic terminology and a lack of 
organisation 

 

1–8 

 

[0] is awarded for a response not worthy of credit. 
 
Indicative Content for Questions 4, 5 and 6 is provided on the following pages. 
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4 Discuss the main journalistic defences to defamation. 
  

 Indicative Content 
 

 • Definition of defamation: A defamatory statement is a published or spoken 
statement which tends to expose a person to hatred, ridicule or contempt; cause 
him/her to be shunned or avoided; lower him/her in the estimation of right-
thinking members of society generally; or disparage him/her in his/her business, 
trade office or profession.  

• A person, company or organisation can sue for defamation.  
• Generally speaking, if the statement is written or in other permanent form (e.g. 

in the form of a radio or television broadcast) it is a libel. A spoken defamatory 
statement is slander, although libel will be of most relevance to journalists.  

• A claimant must prove: that the publication is defamatory; that it may be 
reasonably understood to refer to him or her; and that is has been published to 
a third party. The easy way to remember this is Defamation, Identification, and 
Publication.  
 

 NB – the claimant does not have to prove the statement is false. The burden of 
proving that the statement is true lies with the party that made the allegations.   
At the time of writing (February 7 2013) a new Defamation Bill was being considered 
in Parliament.  
 
The government says: 
 
“The aim of the Bill is to reform the law of defamation to ensure that a fair balance is 
struck between the right to freedom of expression and the protection of 
reputation. The Bill makes a number of substantive changes to the law of 
defamation, but is not designed to codify the law into a single statute.” 
 

 Key areas 
 
• includes a requirement for claimants to show that they have suffered serious 

harm before suing for defamation 
• removes the current presumption in favour of a jury trial 
• introduces a defence of “responsible publication on matters of public interest” 
• provides increased protection to operators of websites that host user-generated 

content, providing they comply with the procedure to enable the complainant to 
resolve disputes directly with the author of the material concerned 

• introduces new statutory defences of “truth and honest opinion to replace the 
common law defences of justification and fair comment.” 

More details can be found at www.parliament.uk 
 

 At present the main defences are: 
 
• Justification (truth) – being able to prove that the defamatory allegation 

substantially is true in court. The standard of proof needed is that used in civil 
cases – it must be proved true ‘on the balance of probabilities’.  
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 The defence applies only to statements of fact, not opinion.  
• Fair comment (honest opinion) – the article expressing comment was an 

honestly held opinion on a matter of public interest. The comment must be 
based on true facts. The defence will fail if the claimant can prove that the 
statement did not represent the defendant’s honest opinion (wasn’t ‘malicious’).    

• Absolute privilege – this complete defence to defamation applies to court 
reports.  The report must be fair, accurate and contemporaneous.  

• Qualified privilege – this is available on many occasions under statute 
(Defamation Act 1996), e.g. public meetings.  This defence is lost if the motive 
in publishing is ‘malicious’.  

 
 Other defences include: 

 
• Accord and satisfaction – the matter has been otherwise disposed of, for 

example by the publication of a correction and apology which has been 
accepted by the claimant.  

• Offer of amends – only applies if a journalist has defamed a person 
unintentionally. In this case, the defendant must offer to publish a correction and 
apology and pay suitable damages to the claimant. 

  

 Credit any other valid material 
(AO1, AO2, AO3) [30] 
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5 Discuss the main legal and ethical issues a journalist must consider in the use of 
sources. 

  

 Indicative Content 
 

 • General understanding of the importance of using reliable sources – ‘second 
sourcing’ information (minimum of two primary sources to back up a story is 
generally accepted); proper attribution of sources, and the avoidance of 
plagiarism (‘lifting’ quotations from elsewhere, especially without attribution and 
permission). 

• Laws that protect the confidentiality of journalistic sources – under the Police 
and Criminal Evidence Northern Ireland Order 1989, a journalist is entitled not to 
voluntarily hand over journalistic material that the police request and can require 
the police to seek a Court Order from a judge.  
The Human Rights Act and the European Convention on Human Rights also 
have some provision for the protection of sources. 
Good examples that illustrate the issues around confidentiality of sources 
include the Boston College IRA tapes case and the case of Belfast journalist 
Suzanne Breen, who won the right to withhold material relating to the Real IRA 
from the PSNI in 2009.  

• The principle behind this is that journalists should not become the ‘eyes and 
ears’ of the state by routinely handing over, for example, video footage or 
information on their confidential sources as they would lose credibility as 
impartial observers.  

• Confidentiality of sources under threat e.g. After the phone hacking scandal, 
News Corp was criticised by the NUJ for giving information about Sun 
journalists’ sources to the police, leading to a number of arrests. 

• Leveson Inquiry recommendations on sources and the government’s response 
to them. In his report, Leveson said: “I suggest that the [regulatory] body should 
consider encouraging the press to be as transparent as possible in relation to 
sources and source material for its stories. This is not in any way to undermine 
the importance of protecting journalists’ sources, but where information is in the 
public domain there is no reason why the press should not actively help their 
readers to find it if they want to; neither is there any reason not to be as clear as 
is consistent with the protection of sources about where a story comes from.” 
(The Leveson Report, clause 63, Page 15).  

 • Show awareness of whatever regulatory body and corresponding code replaces 
the Press Complaints Commission and Editors’ Code of Practice and what they 
have to say about sources. 

• Show awareness of ethical codes such as the NUJ Code of Conduct, which 
stipulates that journalists should obtain ‘material by honest, straightforward and 
open means, with the exception of investigations that are both overwhelmingly 
in the public interest and which involve evidence that cannot be obtained by 
straightforward means’.  
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 • Other legal issues which impact on sources include the developing law on 
privacy, data protection and the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

  

 Credit any other valid material 
(AO1, AO2, AO3) [30] 



Version 3: August 2016 
60 

6 Discuss how the development of technology has impacted on print journalism in the 
UK. 

  

 Indicative Content 
 

 • Printing had existed before the invention of a printing press with movable type 
by German inventor Johannes Gutenberg around 1450, notably in China where 
woodblock printing had been used before 220 A.D.  However, Gutenberg’s 
machine made printing easier and cheaper, paving the way for the development 
of the mass media.  

• England’s first printing press was set up by William Caxton in Westminster in 
1476.   

• Newsletters and pamphlets later appeared but the first regular daily newspaper 
in English, the Daily Courant, was published in 1702. 

• The development of typesetting from manual methods to the digital age made 
producing newspapers cheaper, easier and more efficient.   

• The first desktop publishing software, PageMaker for Mac, was invented by 
Aldus in 1985.  QuarkXPress and Adobe’s InDesign are now industry standards.  

• The Irish Times became one of the first newspapers anywhere to launch an 
online version in 1994.  Most newspapers in the UK swiftly followed. 

• Newspapers continue to develop their online presence, for example, embedding 
video into ‘print’ stories.  

• The internet has revolutionised how journalists gather information – sources 
including blogs, social networking sites and YouTube are now rich sources of 
information.  

• The internet and mobile phones with camera and video capability have 
facilitated the rise of ‘citizen journalism’.  This has been a valuable source of 
information to journalists, especially where they are banned or it is dangerous to 
work e.g. Syria, the countries involved in the Arab Spring.  However, such 
material is often difficult to authenticate or is subjective.  

• The easy availability of ‘news’ online and on 24 hour television news networks 
has contributed to falling sales and advertising revenue and ultimately the 
decline of print journalism. 

  

 Credit any other valid material. 
(AO1, AO2, AO3) [30] 

   Total [100] 
 



Version 3: August 2016 
61 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
ADVANCED  

General Certificate of Education 
2015 

 

Journalism in the Media and 
Communications Industry 

 
A2 Unit 1 

 
Cross-Platform Journalism and 

Digital Interactivity 
 

[CODE] 
 

SPECIMEN 

 

MARK 
SCHEME 

 



Version 3: August 2016 
62 

 Section A  
  

 
1 You are a cross-platform reporter who covers the city of Granton (population 

200,000/Location: North Yorkshire) for Granton Media.  The company owns a 
daily newspaper, The Granton Times, a website, The Granton Times Online 
(www.gtonline.com) and a radio station, Granton FM.  

    
 

 (a) Spend 35 minutes completing the tasks (i) and (ii) which follow the 
situation outlined below.  

    
 

  (i) Write a website story based on the material on the previous 
page, of 150 words for immediate publication and write a 
headline for the story of no more than 8 words.  

     
  Levels of response for this question are located on the following pages. 

 
 

http://www.gtonline.com/
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Mark 
Band Levels of Response Marks 

4 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a perceptive and insightful knowledge and understanding of the 

writing brief in terms of style and format  
• sustained and confident awareness of target audience and purpose 

with thorough consideration of the web format 
• a highly developed and discerning ability to select and prioritise 

source material in terms of both news value and reliability with 
confident and effective structuring and ordering of written content 
for web format  

• an engaging, effective and persuasive style of language in the 
presentation of their story for web format  

• a consistently high quality of written communication including 
spelling, punctuation and grammar, organisation of information and 
an ability to work to the word limit (155–165 words story) 

 

12–15 

3 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a good knowledge and understanding of the writing brief in terms of 

style and format  
• a sound awareness of target audience and purpose with 

consideration of the web format  
• a good ability to select and prioritise source material in terms of 

both news value and reliability with sound structuring and ordering 
of written content for web format 

• a good and appropriate style of language in the presentation of 
their story for web format  

• a good quality of written communication including spelling, 
punctuation and grammar, organisation of information and an 
ability to work to the word limit (150–170 words story)  

 

8–11 

2 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a satisfactory knowledge and understanding of the writing brief in 

terms of style and format  
• a straightforward awareness of target audience and purpose with 

some consideration of the web format  
• an uneven but satisfactory ability to select and prioritise source 

material in terms of news value and reliability with adequate 
structuring and ordering of written content for web format  

• a straightforward but mainly appropriate style of language in the 
presentation of their story and newsflash for web format  

• a mostly accurate level of written communication including spelling, 
punctuation and grammar, organisation of information and an 
ability to work towards the word limit (145–175 words story)  

 

4–7 
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1 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a basic knowledge and understanding of the writing brief in terms 

of style and format  
• a limited awareness of target audience and purpose with little 

consideration of the web format  
• little ability to select and prioritise source material in terms of either 

news value or reliability with basic structuring and ordering of 
written content for web format  

• a basic and mainly inappropriate style of language in the 
presentation of their story for web format  

• a level of written communication including spelling, punctuation and 
grammar, as well as organisation of information that is 
characterised by repeated errors and minimal ability to work to a 
word limit (below 145 words and above 175 words story)  

 

1–3 

 

[0] is awarded for a response not worthy of credit. 
 

 

Credit any other valid material. 
(AO1, AO2) [15] 
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 (a) (ii) Write an immediate newsflash for radio broadcast of no more 
than 50 words.   

  
 

  
Levels of response and indicative content for this question are located on the 
following pages.  
  

 
  

Mark 
Band Levels Of Response Marks 

4 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a perceptive and insightful knowledge and understanding of the 

writing brief in terms of style and format  
• sustained and confident awareness of target audience and purpose 

with thorough consideration of the radio format  
• a highly developed and discerning ability to select and prioritise 

source material in terms of news value and reliability with confident 
and effective structuring and ordering of written content for radio 
format  

• an engaging, effective and persuasive style of language in the 
presentation of their newsflash  

• a consistently high quality of written communication including 
spelling, punctuation and grammar, as well as organisation of 
information and an ability to work to the word limit (45–55 words 
newsflash)  

 

9–10 

3 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a good knowledge and understanding of the writing brief in terms of 

style and format  
• a sound awareness of target audience and purpose with thorough 

consideration of the radio format  
• a good ability to select and prioritise source material in terms of 

news value and reliability with sound structuring and ordering of 
written content for radio format  

• a good and appropriate style of language in the presentation of 
their newsflash  

• a good quality of written communication including spelling, 
punctuation and grammar, as well as organisation of information 
and an ability to work to the word limit (40–60 words newsflash) 

 

6–8 
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2 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a satisfactory knowledge and understanding of the writing brief in 

terms of style and format  
• a straightforward awareness of target audience and purpose with 

some consideration of the radio format  
• an uneven but satisfactory ability  to select and prioritise source 

material in terms of news value and reliability with adequate 
structuring and ordering of written content for radio format  

• a straightforward and mainly appropriate style of language in the 
presentation of their newsflash  

• a mostly accurate level of written communication including spelling, 
punctuation and grammar, as well as organisation of information 
with an ability to work towards the word limit  
(35–65 words newsflash)  

 

3–5 

1 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a basic knowledge and understanding of the writing brief in terms 

of style and format  
• a limited awareness of target audience and purpose with little 

consideration of the radio format 
• little ability to select and prioritise source material in terms of either 

news value or reliability with basic structuring and ordering of 
written content for radio format 

• a basic and mainly inappropriate style of language in the 
presentation of their newsflash  

• a level of written communication including spelling, punctuation and 
grammar, as well as organisation of information that is 
characterised by repeated errors and minimal ability to work to a 
word limit (below 35 words and above 65 words newsflash)  
 

1–2 

 

[0] is awarded for a response not worthy of credit. 
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 Indicative Content 
 
Website Story and Newsflash Content and Structure: 
 
• The candidate will be expected to adhere to the pyramid structure in 

these hard news writing tasks (i.e. Who? What? Where? When? How? 
Why?). 

• The candidate will be expected to ensure that all the most important 
information is included in the opening of both pieces – as per a hard news 
format. 

• The candidate will be expected to write facts and to cite and quote 
sources accurately. 

• The candidate will be expected to select and prioritise information 
appropriately with the following considerations in mind: 

 
− Which sources should I prioritise? (Candidate will be expected to 

prioritise the Green Party councillor, Wendy Richards, as she is an 
eye-witness, and the police, as an official source.  Andrea McClean 
can only provide information about what she has heard and is not an 
official source.  She did smell smoke and hear the explosion and thus 
does have some validity as a source, however.) 

− Can the name of the victim be included at this point?  (No; the source 
cannot give a full name, she is not an official source and there is no 
second source available to confirm the full name at this point.) 

− What was the probable cause of the explosion?  (Candidates will be 
expected to discount the suggestion by Andrea McClean that this 
might have been a bomb.  The official source confirms a suspected 
gas explosion, as does the later witness, Wendy Richards, and this 
should be the only potential cause given.) 

− What time did the event occur?  (There is a slight ambiguity as Andrea 
McClean believes it was 15 minutes before 10am which would suggest 
9.45.  The police source states 9.30 and this should be prioritised by 
the candidate.)  

    
 

 Language and Style: 
 
• The candidate will be expected to write in a style appropriate to a hard 

news web story with a relevant and effective headline (i.e. concise, factual 
with no speculation or excessive sensationalism and simple sentence 
structure) and to a radio news flash (i.e. an immediate tone, use of 
present perfect tense, use of plain English, short sentences, no long 
complicated words, must be clearly written for use by a presenter). 
  

 Credit any other valid material.  
(AO1, AO2) [10] 
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 (b) Later today you receive the additional information below. 
 
Spend 30 minutes completing this task.  

    
  Write a 240 word script for a radio news package report.  This report 

will be broadcast at 5.30pm.  You may use any of the information you 
have received on the story so far today.  All quotations count as 
available audio.  

     
  Levels of response and indicative content for this question are located 

on the following pages.  
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Mark 
Band Levels of Response Marks 

4 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a perceptive and insightful knowledge and understanding of the 

writing brief in terms of style and format and their role as a 
broadcast reporter  

• sustained and confident awareness of target audience and purpose 
with thorough consideration of their chosen format  
(TV or radio)  

• a highly developed and discerning ability to select and prioritise 
source material in terms of both news value and reliability with 
confident and effective structuring and ordering of written content 
for their chosen broadcast format  

• an engaging, effective and persuasive style of language in the 
presentation of their script for the chosen broadcast format  

• a consistently high quality of written communication including 
spelling, punctuation and grammar, as well as organisation of 
information and an ability to work to the word limit (235–245 words) 

 

19–25 

3 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a good knowledge and understanding of the writing brief in terms of 

style and format and their role as a broadcast reporter  
• a sound awareness of target audience and purpose with 

consideration of their chosen format (TV or radio)  
• a good ability to select and prioritise source material in terms of 

both news value and reliability with sound structuring and ordering 
of written content for their chosen broadcast format  

• a good and appropriate style of language in the presentation of 
their script for the chosen broadcast format  

• a good quality of written communication including spelling, 
punctuation and grammar, as well as organisation of information 
and an ability to work to the word limit (230–250 words) 

 

13–18 

2 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a satisfactory knowledge and understanding of the writing brief in 

terms of style and format and their role as a broadcast reporter 
• a straightforward awareness of target audience and purpose with 

some consideration of their chosen broadcast format (TV or radio)  
• an uneven but satisfactory ability to select and prioritise source 

material in terms of news value and reliability with adequate 
structuring and ordering of written content for their chosen 
broadcast format  

• a straightforward but mainly appropriate style of language in the 
presentation of their script for the chosen broadcast format  

• a mostly accurate level of written communication including spelling, 
punctuation and grammar, as well as organisation of information 
and an ability to work towards the word limit (225–255 words) 

 

7–12 

1 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a basic knowledge and understanding of the writing brief in terms 

of style and format and their role as a broadcast reporter  
• a limited awareness of target audience and purpose with little 

1–6 
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consideration of their chosen format (TV or radio)  
• little ability to select and prioritise source material in terms of either 

news value or reliability with basic structuring and ordering of 
written content for their chosen broadcast format  

• a basic and mainly inappropriate style of language in the 
presentation of their script for the chosen format  

• a level of written communication including spelling punctuation and 
grammar, as well as organisation of information  that is 
characterised by repeated errors and minimal ability to work to a 
word limit (below 225 words and above 255 words)  

 
 

[0] is awarded for a response not worthy of credit. [25] 
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  Indicative Content 
 
Radio News Package Script Content and Structure: 
 
• The candidate will be expected to adhere to the pyramid structure in 

this package script writing task (i.e. Who? What? Where? When? 
How? Why?). 

• The candidate will be expected to ensure that all the most important 
information is included in the package first – as per a hard news 
format – but with appropriate elaboration on detail – as befits a 
longer, story-specific, package. 

• The candidate will be expected to write facts and to cite and quote 
sources accurately. 

• The candidate will be expected to select and prioritise information 
appropriately with the following considerations in mind: 

 
− Which information should I prioritise? (Candidate will be 

expected to prioritise the following information: suspected gas 
explosion, woman injured critically, where the explosion occurred 
and at what time.) 

− Can the name of the victim be included at this point? (Yes; she is 
identified by an official source.) 

− What further follow-up information is most important? (Candidate 
will be expected to include the following additional facts: 200 
residents have been evacuated from their homes/the gas has 
now been turned off/the road has been closed/3 other people 
were also injured/it will be the next day before it will be safe for 
residents to return/there is an investigation underway into the 
cause of the explosion.) 

− Which sources should I prioritise? (Candidate will be expected to 
prioritise information gained from official and eye-witness 
sources (i.e. police and Fire Service.)  

− What sources should I quote? (Candidate will be expected to 
prioritise other sources over James Mulgrew as he doesn’t live in 
the street and was not an eye-witness.)  

    
 

  Language and Style: 
 
• The candidate will be expected to write in a style appropriate to a 

radio news package (i.e. factual with no speculation or excessive 
sensationalism and simple and short sentence structure, use of 
present perfect tense (as this is a hard news story), use of plain 
English, no long complicated words, must be clearly written for use 
by a presenter.) 
  

  Credit any other valid material. 
(AO1, AO2) [25] 



Version 3: August 2016 
72 

 (c) Spend 15 minutes completing this task. 
 
Write an evaluation of the content and style of the three pieces you 
have written about the explosion.  You should also reflect on audience 
and format.  

   
 

Mark 
Band Levels of Response Marks 

4 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a highly developed ability to analyse and evaluate their pieces in 

relation to content, audience and format with clear critical 
judgement in the explanation of their reasoning  

• a highly developed and discerning ability to select and use the 
most appropriate form and style of writing.  Relevant material is 
extremely well organised with the highest degree of clarity and 
coherence.  There is extensive and accurate use of specialist 
vocabulary.  Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are 
of the highest standard and ensure that the meaning is 
exceptionally clear. 

 

12–15 

3 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a good ability to analyse and evaluate their pieces in relation to 

content, audience and format with sound critical judgement in the 
explanation of their reasoning  

• a good ability to select and use the most appropriate form and style 
of writing.  Relevant material is organised with a good degree of 
clarity and coherence.  There is a good spread and accurate use of 
appropriate specialist vocabulary.  Presentation, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are of a sufficiently high standard to 
make meaning clear. 

 

8–11 

2 The candidate demonstrates: 
• an uneven but satisfactory ability to analyse and evaluate their 

pieces in relation to content, audience and format with some critical 
judgement in the explanation of their reasoning  

• an uneven but satisfactory ability to select and use an appropriate 
form and style of writing.  Relevant material is organised with some 
clarity and coherence.  There is some use of appropriate specialist 
vocabulary.  Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are 
sufficiently competent to make meaning clear. 

 

4–7 
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1 The candidate demonstrates: 
• little ability to analyse and evaluate their pieces in relation to 

content, audience or format with limited critical judgement in their 
attempts to explain their reasoning  

• limited ability to select and use an appropriate form and style of 
writing.  The organisation of material may lack clarity and 
coherence.  There is little use of specialist vocabulary.  
Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar may be such that 
intended meaning is not clear. 

 

1–3 

 

[0] is awarded for a response not worthy of credit.  

   

Credit any other valid material.  
(AO3) [15] 
 [65] 
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2 You are the producer of the Granton FM’s regional radio news bulletin. 
 
The list of eight stories below are available for today’s bulletin.  The bulletin 
will air at 5.30pm. 
 
Spend 10 minutes completing this task:  

     
 Prioritise the following eight stories.  Select the top three.  Write the opening  

15 seconds of the news bulletin script headlining the top three stories that 
you have selected.  (3 words per second)  

   
 Levels of response and indicative content for this question are located on the 

following pages.  
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Mark 
Band 

 
Levels of Response Marks 

4 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a discerning ability to select stories in terms of both news value and 

audience  
• confident and effective prioritisation of stories  
• confident structuring and ordering of written content for their  

15 second script with an engaging and effective style of language 
and an ability to work to the time limit (42–48 words)  

• a consistently high quality of written communication including 
spelling, punctuation and grammar 

 

9–10 
 

3 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a sound ability to select stories in terms of both news value and 

audience  
• a competent prioritisation of stories  
• competent structuring and ordering of written content for their 15 

second script with a competent and appropriate style of language 
and an ability to work to the time limit (39–51 words) 

• a competent quality of written communication including spelling, 
punctuation and grammar 

 

6–8 
 

2 The candidate demonstrates: 
• an adequate ability to select stories in terms of both news value 

and audience  
• straight forward prioritisation of stories  
• adequate structuring and ordering of written content for their 15 

second script with a straightforward but mainly appropriate style of 
language and an ability to work towards the time limit (36–54 
words)  

• a mostly accurate level of written communication including spelling, 
punctuation and grammar 

 

3–5 

1 The candidate demonstrates: 
• little ability to select stories in terms of either news value or 

audience  
• random prioritisation of stories  
• basic structuring and ordering of written content for their 15 second 

script with a mainly inappropriate style of language and a minimal 
ability to work to the time limit (below 36 words and 54 words) 

• a level of written communication that is characterised by repeated 
errors including spelling, punctuation and grammar 

 

1–2 

 

[0] is awarded for a response not worthy of credit. 
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 Indicative Content 
 
Story Prioritisation Rationales: 
 
Story 2 – This would be a top three story but unlikely to be the top story as 
the accident took place yesterday (also Story 3 has a greater significance for 
a greater number of citizens of Granton – see below). 
 
Story 3 – This would be a priority first story due to the serious public health 
risk and the number of people potentially affected in Granton. 
 
Story 4 – This is a light and positive story and would be most likely to feature 
at the end or near the end of the bulletin. 
 
Story 6 – This story could be included in the bulletin.  It is also an on-going 
issue but with no immediate hard news impact. 
 
Story 7 – This story would be included in the top three (along with Story 3’s 
serious health risk (which remains the definite top story) and Story 2’s fatal 
accident). 
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 Story Selection Considerations: 
 
Stories candidates will be expected to discount: 
 
Story 1 – this is of very specific interest to an area that is not within Granton 
FM’s remit and there is little wider significance to the story. 
 
Story 5 – this is an international story with no direct regional impact. 
 
Story 8 – This story focuses on a pre-existing environment issue which is 
clearly minor (only a £200 fine).  It will be of interest as a follow up story (after 
its earlier reporting as an incident) but would be nearer to the end of the 
bulletin.  

  
 

 Fifteen Second News Bulletin Script: 
The candidate will be expected to ensure that the most important information 
for each of the top three stories is included in their bulletin script. 
  

 Credit any other valid material.  
(AO2) [10] 

  [10] 
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 Section B 
 

Answer one question from this section  
  

 
Spend 30 minutes writing your response. 
 
You will be expected to draw upon examples from your study and practice 
throughout the course to illustrate your arguments.  
    

 
3 Discuss the possible legal and ethical justifications for using secretly 

recorded audio or video in a story.  
  

or 
  

4 Discuss how digital interactivity has contributed to the rise of ‘citizen 
journalism’ and analyse the positive and negative impact this has had on 
professional journalism.  

  
or 
  

5 Compare and contrast how ownership can affect the nature and quality of 
journalism in public service and commercial television news.   

     
 Levels of response and indicative content for these questions are located on 

the following pages.  
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Mark 
Band Levels of Response Marks 

4 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a perceptive and insightful knowledge and understanding of the 

chosen issue with confident awareness of different perspectives  
• effective and purposeful use of examples taken from their own 

study to illustrate arguments  
• a highly developed ability to discuss the main discussion points 

with clear critical judgement  
• a consistently high quality of written communication including 

spelling, punctuation and grammar, as well as organisation of 
information, applying journalistic terminology fluently and effectively 
to justify arguments and responses 

 

20–25 

3 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a good knowledge and understanding of the chosen issue with 

sound awareness of different perspectives  
• purposeful use of examples taken from their own study to illustrate 

arguments  
• a good ability to discuss the main discussion points with evidence 

of sound critical judgement  
• a good quality of written communication including spelling, 

punctuation and grammar, as well as organisation of information, 
applying journalistic terminology appropriately to justify arguments 
and responses 
 

14–19 

2 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a satisfactory knowledge and understanding of the chosen issue 

with straightforward awareness of different perspectives  
• satisfactory use of examples taken from their own study to illustrate 

arguments  
• an uneven but adequate ability to discuss the main discussion 

points with evidence of some critical judgement  
• a satisfactory level of written communication including spelling, 

punctuation and grammar, as well as organisation of information, 
with uneven application of journalistic terminology to justify 
arguments and responses 

 

8–13 
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1 The candidate demonstrates: 
• a basic knowledge and understanding of the chosen issue with 

straightforward awareness of different perspectives  
• a limited use of examples taken from their own study  
• little ability to discuss the main discussion points with limited 

evidence of critical judgement  
• a level of written communication including spelling, punctuation and 

grammar, that is characterised by repeated errors and 
misapplication of journalistic terminology and a lack of organisation 

 

1–7 

 

[0] is awarded for a response not worthy of credit. 
 

 

Indicative Content for Questions 3, 4 and 5 is provided on the following pages. 
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3 Discuss the possible legal and ethical justifications for using secretly recorded audio 
or video in a story.  

  

 Indicative Content 
 
• It is a generally accepted ethical principle in journalism that surreptitious 

methods, such as secret filming and recording should normally only be used if 
there is no other way to obtain a story which is in the public interest.  

• The NUJ Code states a journalist ‘obtains material by honest, straightforward 
and open means, with the exception of investigations that are both 
overwhelmingly in the public interest and which involve evidence that cannot be 
obtained by straightforward means.’ 

• The Ofcom Broadcasting Code says that secret filming or recording can violate 
privacy and that it will normally only be warranted if: there is prima facie evidence 
of a story in the public interest; there are reasonable grounds to suspect that 
further material evidence could be obtained; and it is necessary to the credibility 
and authenticity of the programme. 

• BBC’s Editorial Guidelines also set out guidance about circumstances in which 
secret filming can be editorially justified.  

• The European Convention on Human Rights attempts to balance freedom of the 
press (article 10) with the right to privacy (article 8).  

• Case law also governs this area of law. Relevant cases BKM Ltd vs BBC (2009) 
see http://www.5rb.com/case/BKM-Ltd-v-BBC. 

• Covert methods have been used to expose great wrongdoing and can clearly be 
justified in some contexts e.g. a BBC Panorama undercover investigation into 
abuse at the Winterbourne View care home near Bristol in 2011 led to the 
prosecution of 11 care workers. 

  

 Credit any other valid material. 
(AO1, AO3) [25] 
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4 Discuss how digital interactivity has contributed to the rise of ‘citizen journalism’ and 
analyse the positive and negative impact this has had on professional journalism. 

  

 Indicative Content 
 
• Most newspapers launched online versions in the mid to late 1990s. Now they 

continue to develop their online presence, for example, embedding video into 
‘print’ stories and running blogs on developing stories.  

• They encourage interactivity with readers using features like comment boards 
and readers’ polls, and linking up with social networking sites so readers can 
share and comment on content. 

• Despite these efforts, newspapers’ digital arms tend to be unprofitable. Reasons 
for this include the unwillingness of readers to pay for online content they 
perceive they can get for free elsewhere on the web and the limited impact of 
online advertising.  

• The internet has revolutionised how journalists gather information and interact 
with their audience – sources including blogs, social networking sites and 
YouTube are now rich sources of information for journalists, and audiences use 
these platforms to communicate with journalists.  

• The internet and mobile phones with camera and video capability have facilitated 
the rise of ‘citizen journalism’. This has been a valuable source of information to 
journalists, especially where they are banned or it is dangerous to work e.g. 
Syria, countries involved in the Arab Spring. Stories that otherwise wouldn’t be 
covered, or wouldn’t be covered as fully, are because of the contribution of 
citizen journalists. 

• However, citizen journalists are not bound by professional ethics or regulation 
and such material is often difficult to authenticate.  Because of a lack of training 
and accountability, the material may in some cases be skewed, selective and 
subjective, and fail to place events in context.  

• There exists the potential for journalists to use biased or selectively edited 
pictures or video footage, or faked footage or testimony which come from ‘citizen 
journalists’ or other non-professional sources, e.g. faked pictures of British troops 
apparently torturing Iraqi prisoners were published in the Daily Mirror in 2004. 

  

 Credit any other valid material. 
(AO1, AO3) [25] 
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5 Compare and contrast how ownership can affect the nature and quality of journalism 
in public service and commercial television news. 

  

 Indicative Content 
 
• Public service broadcasting is intended to benefit the public in some way, rather 

than simply serve commercial concerns.   
• In the UK, the BBC is the main public service broadcaster, although channels 

including Channel Four also have a public service remit.  Their independence is 
protected, although they are partly, or in the BBC’s case, wholly state funded.  

• Ofcom is the statutory body responsible for regulating commercial television 
broadcasters in the UK.  It deals with the ownership of commercial media 
organisations, how programmes are transmitted and the content of programmes, 
including journalism. 

• The BBC is subject to regulation by Ofcom in some respects, but is also 
regulated by its own ethical code, the BBC Editorial Guidelines, set by the BBC 
Trust.  

• There are legal restrictions on media ownership in the UK (both on a local and 
national level). 

• Major takeovers are subject to scrutiny by regulators, if politicians give the  
go-ahead. 

• In the UK, television broadcast ownership is dominated by a few companies.  
The most well-known (and arguably the most politically influential) of these is 
News Corp, owned by Rupert Murdoch.  News Corp owns a 39% share of British 
Sky Broadcasting (BSKyB).  The company also owns three British newspapers - 
the Times, Sunday Times and the Sun.  As the UK press is unregulated, these 
papers have been able to openly support the Conservative Party in recent years. 
Sky News has not, as it is required to adhere to standards of impartiality set out 
by Ofcom.  

• BSkyB takeover controversy – News Corp were poised to increase their stake in 
BSkyB and thereby take effective control of the broadcaster.  There were fears 
that Sky News could become a US Fox News-style, overtly biased news channel 
if this happened.  However, the bid was withdrawn by News Corp after it 
emerged that one of its newspapers, the News of the World, had hacked the 
mobile phone of the murdered teenager Milly Dowler.  

• Commercial broadcasters can open themselves up to allegations that they are 
beholden to their sponsors or advertisers, or other outside interests.  For 
example, the Labour politician Ed Balls alleged that Sky News was “deeply 
partisan” against Labour in 2010. 
(http://www.newstatesman.com/blogs/mehdi-hasan/2010/05/sky-news-murdoch-labour) 

• Public service broadcasters on the other hand can be open to accusations of 
being the ‘mouthpiece’ of the state, since they rely on state funding. 

  

 Credit any other valid material. 
(AO1, AO3) [25] 

  [25] 
  Total [100] 

http://www.newstatesman.com/blogs/mehdi-hasan/2010/05/sky-news-murdoch-labour


Version 3: August 2016 
84 

BLANK PAGE 
 



Version 3: August 2016 
85 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT 
DIVIDER FRONT 

 
  



Version 3: August 2016 
86 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT 
 DIVIDER BACK 

  



Version 3: August 2016 
87 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY (AS) 

General Certificate of Education 
2014 

 

Journalism in the Media and 
Communications Industry 

 
Unit AS 2 

 
Print Portfolio 

 
[CODE] 

 
SPECIMEN 

Internal Assessment Task 



Version 3: August 2016 
88 

Unit AS 2: Print Portfolio 
 

Unit AS 2 provides candidates with the opportunity to research, write and format a portfolio 
of different types of stories for a local or regional newspaper or magazine.  The portfolio 
brief involves different styles of writing, formatting and presentation.  The local or regional 
focus of the portfolio provides opportunities for candidates to conduct hands-on primary 
research.  All stories that the candidates produce must contain evidence of this.  The 
portfolio enables candidates to demonstrate and apply their knowledge and understanding 
of print journalism in their own research and practical work. 

 
TASKS: 

(a) Candidates must research and produce all of the following for a local or regional 
newspaper or magazine: 

• one 350 word topical news story (with photo); 
• one 150 word editorial (photo optional); 
• one 250 word review (with photo); 
• one 800 word feature (with photo); and 
• a photo montage of four original photos (taken by the candidate) with 

captions. 
 

 Candidates must subedit their own work and format each piece for publication using 
appropriate desktop publishing software.  They must appropriately position and 
format each piece to appear in the relevant page(s) of the publication.  Candidates 
must include additional features (such as advertisements or other text as 
appropriate) around each piece to provide a visual context and demonstrate their 
knowledge of presentational format. 
 

 Candidates do not need to produce or submit any pages in the publication other 
than those where the required work is presented.  
 

(b) Planning and Research 
  

 Candidates must engage in an ongoing process of primary and secondary research 
and planning while producing this portfolio.  Candidates must keep a record of their 
planning and research in an ongoing log.  The teacher must consider this as 
evidence of AO2 when marking the portfolio.  

 
 The candidate must submit a statement of intentions and a representative sample 

of the research and planning material taken from their log as evidence of this 
process. 
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 The statement of intentions must be a maximum of 400 words.  It must represent 
choices and decisions made by the candidate regarding:  

• original intentions for each written piece in relation to news value, audience and 
purpose; 

• primary and secondary research including selection of sources; 
• presentational and technical formatting; and 
• legal and ethical considerations. 

 
 The sample of research and planning material must be a maximum of 10 pages 

and must show evidence of the above considerations in practice.  
 

(c) Evaluation 
 

 When the candidate has completed the portfolio, they must submit an evaluation of 
a maximum of 500 words, reflecting on the effectiveness of their research, writing, 
interviews, and technical production skills. 

 
 The candidate’s evaluation must address both the process and final products, 

commenting on the success of: 

• research methods undertaken; 
• story structure and selection and prioritisation of facts; 
• use of language as appropriate to story type and audience; 
• use of appropriate technical and presentational features; and 
• legal and ethical considerations. 

 
 The candidate’s evaluation should refer back to the original statement of intentions.  

 
Acknowledgement of Sources 
 
Teachers must ensure that candidates: 
 

• understand that information from published sources must be referenced; 
• receive guidance on setting out references; 
• are aware that they must not plagiarise other material; and 
• are aware of the third party copyright clause and issues of intellectual property. 
 
Further guidance for teachers is provided in the JCQ document GCE, ELC and Project 
Qualifications Instructions for Conducting Coursework. 
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AS 2 Print Portfolio – ASSESSMENT CRITERIA AND MARK BANDS 
 

Assessment 
Objective 

Level 1 
 

Basic 

Level 2 
 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 
 

Good 

Level 4 
 

Excellent 
Total 

AO1 
Knowledge 

Marks ([1]–[6]) 
 

Marks ([7]–[11]) Marks ([12]–[17]) Marks ([18]–[23]) 

23 marks 
available 

Candidate demonstrates 
basic knowledge and 
understanding with 
inconsistent and 
superficial consideration of 
key print journalism 
concepts and contexts. 
 

Candidate demonstrates 
satisfactory knowledge 
and understanding with 
straightforward and mainly 
consistent consideration of 
most of the key print 
journalism concepts and 
contexts. 
. 

Candidate demonstrates 
good knowledge and 
understanding with a clear 
and methodical 
consideration of the key 
print journalism concepts 
and contexts. 
 

Candidate demonstrates 
excellent knowledge with a 
comprehensive, balanced 
and assured consideration 
of the key print journalism 
concepts and contexts. 
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Assessment 
Objective 

Level 1 
 

Basic 

Level 2 
 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 
 

Good 

Level 4 
 

Excellent 
Total 

AO2a 
Planning 

and 
Research 

Marks ([1]–[6]) 
 

Marks ([7]–[11]) 
 

Marks ([12–[17]) 
 

Marks ([18]–[23]) 
 

23 marks 
available 

Planning is basic and may 
be incomplete, 
demonstrating a limited 
understanding of print 
journalism practice. 
 

Planning is satisfactory 
and demonstrates a 
straightforward 
understanding of print 
journalism practice.  

Planning is organised and 
demonstrates a good 
understanding of print 
journalism practice. 
  

Planning is well organised 
and demonstrates 
excellent understanding of 
print journalism practice. 
 

Research demonstrates a 
limited range of strategies. 
 

Research demonstrates 
some deliberate effort to 
use both primary and 
secondary strategies. 
 

Research is thorough and 
methodical with a sound 
use of primary and 
secondary strategies. 
  

Research is extensive and 
rigorous with confident use 
of a wide range of 
discerning and effective 
primary and secondary 
strategies. 
 

A basic level of written 
communication including 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar with a high 
proportion of inaccuracies. 

A satisfactory level of 
written communication 
including spelling, 
punctuation and grammar 
with uneven application of 
terminology and some 
inaccuracies. 
 

A good and mostly 
accurate level of written 
communication including 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar applying 
terminology appropriately. 
 

An excellent and accurate 
level of written 
communication including 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar, applying 
terminology fluently and 
effectively. 
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Assessment 
Objective 

Level 1 
 

Basic 

Level 2 
 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 
 

Good 

Level 4 
 

Excellent 
Total 

AO2b 
(cont.) 

Audience 
and Style 

Marks ([1]–[9]) 
 

Marks ([10]–[17]) 
 

Marks ([18]–[25]) 
 

Marks ([26]–[34]) 
 

34 marks 
available 

Portfolio pieces may be 
incomplete with limited 
awareness of audience, 
format and presentational 
formatting. 
 

All portfolio pieces are 
reasonably crafted for 
audience and format with 
some consideration of 
technical and 
presentational formatting, 
though this may be 
inconsistent. 
 

All portfolio pieces are well 
crafted for audience and 
format with consistent 
technical and 
presentational formatting. 
 

All portfolio pieces are 
purposefully and 
confidently crafted for 
audience and format with 
excellent technical and 
presentational formatting. 
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Assessment 
Objective 

Level 1 
 

Basic 

Level 2 
 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 
 

Good 

Level 4 
 

Excellent 
Total 

 
AO3 

Evaluation 

Marks ([1]–[5]) 
 

Marks ([6]–[10]) Marks ([11]–[15]) Marks ([16]–[20]) 

20 marks 
available 

Evaluation is basic, 
demonstrating a 
superficial awareness of 
the strengths and 
weaknesses of process 
and product. 
 

Evaluation demonstrates 
satisfactory analysis, 
showing some awareness 
of the strengths and 
weaknesses of both 
process and product. 
 

Evaluation demonstrates 
good analytical skill with 
sound awareness of the 
strengths and weaknesses 
of both process and 
product. 
 

Evaluation demonstrates 
excellent analytical skill 
with perceptive awareness 
of the strengths and 
weaknesses of both 
process and product. 
 

A basic level of written 
communication including 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar with a high 
proportion of inaccuracies. 

A satisfactory level of 
written communication 
including spelling, 
punctuation and grammar 
with uneven application of 
terminology and some 
inaccuracies. 

A good and mostly 
accurate level of written 
communication including 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar applying 
terminology appropriately. 
 

An excellent and accurate 
level of written 
communication including 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar, applying 
terminology fluently and 
effectively. 
 

Relevant material is poorly 
organised and presented 
with a lack of clarity and 
coherence. 

Relevant material is 
sufficiently organised and 
presented with some 
clarity and coherence. 

Relevant material is well 
organised and presented 
with a competent degree 
of clarity and coherence. 

Relevant material is 
succinct, well organised 
and presented with a high 
degree of clarity and 
coherence. 
 

    Total Marks Available [100] 
 
Award [0] for work not worthy of credit 
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Unit A2 2: Online Print and Broadcast Feature Portfolio 
 

Unit A2 2 provides candidates with the opportunity to produce a cross-platform feature 
portfolio containing both written and audio or video work.  This enables candidates 
to demonstrate and apply their knowledge and understanding of the interactive digital 
landscape of print and broadcast journalism in their own research and practical work. 

 
For this unit, candidates must conduct an analytical case study which should inform 
their production of their own cross-platform feature portfolio. 

 
TASKS: 

 
(a) Cross-Platform Research Case Study 

 
 Please note that the Case Study news story does not have to be linked to the 

feature portfolio. 
 
Candidates must produce a 700 word case study investigating a high profile, 
contemporary national or international news story reported in the mainstream 
media.  The study must be based on one of the following themes: 

• culture and arts; 
• crime;  
• education; 
• environment; 
• human interest;  
• politics;  
• social issues;  
• sport; or 
• war and conflict.  

 
 The story must be current and evolving as it is being studied.  To begin with, 

candidates may track more than one story or theme, but they must then select 
the one which they would like to concentrate on. 

 
 This case study will focus on analysing the different ways in which the story is 

communicated across the following range of formats and platforms: 

• one public service broadcaster vs one commercial broadcaster; and 
• one tabloid online newspaper vs one broadsheet online newspaper. 

 
 Candidates must compare and contrast coverage of their chosen story across 

these formats and platforms analysing differences in: 

• language forms and conventions; 
• audience; 
• representation; and 
• ownership. 
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(b) Online Feature Portfolio 
 

 Candidates must produce a cross-platform portfolio containing two features that 
are based on the selected case study theme. 

 
 (i) The first must be an 800 word online feature article presented as it will 

appear on the news web page, accompanied by a one-minute montage of 
related vox pops which can be presented as either a podcast (audio) or 
vodcast (video).  The purpose of the vox pop podcast/vodcast will be to 
represent local audience responses and views on the story or topic 
addressed in the feature.  The feature must be of interest to a wider 
regional/national audience but candidates must use some primary local 
sources to give the story some regional and/or local flavour (particularly in 
the vox pop montage).  The web page must be submitted as a PDF file and 
the vox pops must be submitted as a separate, clearly labelled, .mov or 
mp3 file. 
 

  The candidate must accompany the article and vox pops with a statement 
of a maximum of 100 words.  This statement should outline how 
candidates aim to further use online technology to maximise exposure of 
their stories.  It should also give consideration to interaction with the 
audience online. 

 
 (ii) The second feature must be a three minute package for either radio or TV 

broadcast.  
The package should have a local or regional focus because of the lack of 
access to primary sources and interview subjects beyond the candidates’ 
immediate geographical area.  However, candidates must include some 
facts and information of a wider interest through their use of links and 
voiceover, where they can comment or quote on the material.  The 
candidates can include some re-editing of found audio or video clips, but 
these must be individual clips (for example quotations or location footage 
without commentary).  They must not be sections of reported footage that 
have already been edited by another journalist.  The re-edited, secondary 
found footage must not make up more than 10% of the final package. 

 
(c) Planning and Research 

 
 Candidates must engage in an ongoing process of primary and secondary 

research and planning while producing this portfolio.  Candidates must keep a 
record of their planning and research in an ongoing log.  The teacher must 
consider this as evidence of AO2 when marking the portfolio.  

 
 The candidate must submit a statement of intentions and a representative 

sample of the research and planning material taken from their log as evidence of 
this process. 
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 The statement of intentions must be a maximum of 400 words.  It must represent 
choices and decisions made by the candidate regarding:  

• original intentions for both pieces in relation to news value, audience and 
purpose; 

• primary and secondary research including selection of sources; 
• presentational and technical formats; and 
• legal and ethical considerations. 

 
 The sample of research and planning material must be a maximum of ten pages 

and must show evidence of the above considerations in practice.  
 

(d) Evaluation 
 

 When the candidate has completed the portfolio, they must submit an evaluation of 
a maximum of 500 words, reflecting on the effectiveness of their research, writing, 
interviews, and technical production skills. 

 
 The candidate’s evaluation must address both the process and final products, 

commenting on the success of: 

• research methods undertaken; 
• story structure and selection and prioritisation of facts; 
• use of language as appropriate to story type and audience; 
• use of appropriate technical and presentational features; and 
• legal and ethical considerations. 

 
 The candidate’s evaluation should refer back to the original statement of intentions 

and must relate to observations made in the case study. 
 

Acknowledgement of Sources 
 
Teachers must ensure that candidates: 

• understand that information from published sources must be referenced; 
• receive guidance on setting out references; 
• are aware that they must not plagiarise other material; and 
• are aware of the third party copyright clause and issues of intellectual property. 
 
Further guidance for teachers is provided in the JCQ document GCE, ELC and Project 
Qualifications Instructions for Conducting Coursework. 
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A2 2 Online Print and Broadcast Feature Portfolio – ASSESSMENT CRITERIA AND MARK BANDS 
 

Assessment 
Objective 

Level 1 
 

Basic 

Level 2 
 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 
 

Good 

Level 4 
 

Excellent 
Total 

AO1 
Knowledge 

Marks ([1]–[4]) 
 

Marks ([5]–[8]) Marks ([9]–[12]) Marks ([13]–[17]) 

17 marks 
available 

Candidate demonstrates 
basic knowledge and 
understanding with 
inconsistent and 
superficial consideration of 
key cross-platform 
concepts, contexts and 
debates. 
 

Candidate demonstrates 
satisfactory knowledge 
and understanding with 
straightforward and mainly 
consistent consideration of 
most of the key  
cross-platform concepts, 
contexts and debates. 

Candidate demonstrates 
good knowledge and 
understanding with a clear 
and methodical 
consideration of the key 
cross-platform concepts, 
contexts and debates. 
 

Candidate demonstrates 
excellent knowledge with a 
comprehensive, balanced 
and assured consideration 
of the key cross-platform 
concepts, contexts and 
debates. 

 

  



Version 3: August 2016 
100 

 

Assessment 
Objective 

Level 1 
 

Basic 

Level 2 
 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 
 

Good 

Level 4 
 

Excellent 
Total 

AO2 
Planning 

and 
Research 

 

Marks ([1]–[5]) 
 

Marks ([6]–[10]) 
 

Marks ([11]–[15]) 
 

Marks ([16]–[20]) 
 

20 marks 
available 

Planning is basic and may 
be incomplete, 
demonstrating a limited 
understanding of online 
print and broadcast 
practice. 
 

Planning is satisfactory 
and demonstrates a 
straightforward 
understanding of online 
print and broadcast 
practice. 
 

Planning is organised and 
demonstrates a good 
understanding of online 
print and broadcast 
practice. 
 

Planning is well organised 
and demonstrates 
excellent understanding of 
online print and broadcast 
practice. 
 

Research demonstrates a 
limited range of strategies 
which are inconsistently 
applied across the two 
platforms. 
 

Research demonstrates 
some deliberate effort to 
use appropriate primary 
and secondary strategies 
in both platforms. 
 

Research is thorough and 
methodical with a sound 
use of primary and 
secondary strategies for 
both platforms. 
 

Research is extensive and 
rigorous with confident use 
of a wide range of 
discerning and effective 
primary and secondary 
strategies across both 
platforms. 
 

A basic level of written 
communication including 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar with a high 
proportion of inaccuracies. 
 

A satisfactory level of 
written communication 
including spelling, 
punctuation and grammar 
with uneven application of 
terminology and some 
inaccuracies. 
 

A good and mostly 
accurate level of written 
communication including 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar applying 
terminology appropriately. 
 

An excellent and accurate 
level of written 
communication including 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar applying 
terminology fluently and 
effectively. 
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Assessment 
Objective 

Level 1 
 

Basic 

Level 2 
 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 
 

Good 

Level 4 
 

Excellent 
Total 

AO2 (cont.) 
Audience 
and Style 

Marks ([1]–[8]) 
 

Marks ([9]–[16]) Marks ([17]–[24]) Marks ([25]–[33]) 

33 marks 
available 

Portfolio pieces may be 
incomplete with limited 
awareness of audience, 
format and presentational 
formatting. There is little 
awareness of  
cross-platform conventions. 
 

All portfolio pieces are 
reasonably crafted for 
audience and format with 
some consideration of 
technical and 
presentational formatting, 
though this may be 
inconsistent. There is some 
awareness of  
cross-platform conventions. 
 

All portfolio pieces are well 
crafted for audience and 
format with consistent 
technical and 
presentational formatting 
and a sound awareness of 
cross-platform conventions. 
 

All portfolio pieces are 
purposefully and confidently 
crafted for audience and 
format with excellent 
technical and 
presentational formatting 
showing a perceptive 
awareness of  
cross-platform conventions. 
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Assessment 
Objective 

Level 1 
 

Basic 

Level 2 
 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 
 

Good 

Level 4 
 

Excellent 
Total 

AO3 
Evaluation 

Marks ([1]–[8]) Marks ([9]–[15]) Marks ([16]–[22]) Marks ([23]–[30]) 
 

30 marks 
available 

Case study offers a basic 
analysis of the chosen 
story with inconsistent and 
superficial consideration of 
key cross-platform 
concepts, contexts and 
debates. 
 

Case study offers a 
satisfactory analysis of the 
chosen story with a 
straightforward and mainly 
consistent consideration of 
most of the key  
cross-platform concepts, 
contexts and debates. 
 

Case study offers a good 
analysis of the chosen 
story with a clear and 
methodical consideration 
of the key cross-platform 
concepts, contexts and 
debates. 

Case study offers an 
excellent analysis of the 
chosen story with a 
comprehensive, balanced 
and assured evaluation of 
the key cross-platform 
concepts, contexts and 
debates. 
 

Evaluation is basic, 
demonstrating a 
superficial awareness of 
the strengths and 
weaknesses of process 
and product. 
 

Evaluation demonstrates 
satisfactory analysis, 
showing some awareness 
of the strengths and 
weaknesses of both 
process and product. 
 

Evaluation demonstrates 
good analytical skill with 
sound awareness of the 
strengths and weaknesses 
of both process and 
product. 
 

Evaluation demonstrates 
excellent analytical skill 
with perceptive awareness 
of the strengths and 
weaknesses of both 
process and product. 
 

A basic level of written 
communication including 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar with a high 
proportion of inaccuracies. 
 

A satisfactory level of 
written communication 
including spelling, 
punctuation and grammar 
with uneven application of 
terminology and some 
inaccuracies. 
 

A good and mostly 
accurate level of written 
communication including 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar applying 
terminology appropriately. 
 

An excellent and accurate 
level of written 
communication including 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar applying 
terminology fluently and 
effectively. 
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Assessment 
Objective 

Level 1 
 

Basic 

Level 2 
 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 
 

Good 

Level 4 
 

Excellent 
Total 

AO3 
(cont.) 

Evaluation 
 

Relevant material is poorly 
organised and presented 
with a lack of clarity and 
coherence. 
 

Relevant material is 
sufficiently organised and 
presented with some 
clarity and coherence. 

Relevant material is well 
organised and presented 
with a competent degree 
of clarity and coherence. 

Relevant material is 
succinct, well organised, 
presented with a high 
degree of clarity and 
coherence. 
  

    Total Marks Available [100] 
 
Award [0] for work not worthy of credit.
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Summary of Changes since First Issue 
  
(all document changes are marked in red) 
 
Revision 
History 
Number 

Date of Change Page 
Number 

Change Made 

Version 1 N/A N/A First Issue 

Version 2 28/01/2015 25, 27 
and 28 

Amendments and deletions of 
text 

Version 2 28/01/2015 67, 68, 
69, 72, 
73, 75, 76 
and 77 

Amendments and deletions of 
text 

Version 3 16/08/2016 92 Correction to mark range and 
AO. 
 

  93 Correction to AO. 
 

  96 Addition of text to (a) for 
clarification purposes. 
 

  97 Addition of text to (b)(i) for 
clarification purposes and last 
line amended in (b)(ii) for 
clarity. 
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