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Foreword
CCEA has developed new specifications which comply with criteria for GCSE qualifications.
The specimen assessment materials accompanying new specifications are provided to give
centres guidance on the structure and character of the planned assessments in advance of
the first assessment. It is intended that the specimen assessment materials contained in
this booklet will help teachers and students to understand, as fully as possible, the markers’
expectations of candidates’ responses to the types of tasks and questions set at GCSE level.
These specimen assessment materials should be used in conjunction with CCEA’s GCSE
Journalism in the Media and Communications Industry specification.
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SPECIMEN PAPERS

General Certificate of Secondary Education
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Journalism in the Media and
Communications Industry
Unit 2: Radio and Review Portfolio
Controlled Assessment
Task 1: Radio Script
[CODE]
SPECIMEN PRE-RELEASE
INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

The overall purpose of the Unit 2 Task 1 is to produce a broadcast script for radio.
You must produce:
•
•

1 x broadcast script for a 3 minute radio news bulletin
an evaluation (maximum 400 words) of the process and outcome.

Format:
The broadcast media format you will be working in for this task will be:
Northern Ireland regional radio – for a public service broadcast at 5.00pm.
Instructions continue on pages 4 and 5.

Candidates’ work to be submitted by May 2019
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Task 1: Radio Script
The material contained in this booklet is for Task 1 of the Unit 2 Portfolio.
On pages 6 to 25, you will find source material for a 5.00pm news bulletin.
The material contains 13 stories from which you will select the content for your 3 minute news
bulletin.
Stories are taken from a number of different dates and sources to provide sufficient variety
of material for you to choose from. Deliberate factual errors have been included in some
of the stories featured. The source of each story is specified for you to help with your
background research. The date of each story falls within the month of June 2016.
For the purposes of this task, all stories should be treated as though they have occurred
on the same day. You may choose your own date.
Timescale
You should ideally produce a script for the bulletin within 5 weeks of receiving this material.
You will be expected to:
•
•
•
•
•

read the pre-release material, conduct fact checking and correct deliberate errors;
select the 4–5 stories (including one sports story) you plan to use;
complete background research on the selected stories;
compile a finished script based on your selection and research; and
write an evaluation (maximum 400 words) of process and outcome.

Duration
Your script must be of sufficient length to be presented in 3 minutes and no longer. You may
find it useful to rehearse different script versions to determine their length.
Guide
Base your script on an average talk time of 160–180 words per minute. (Words from any audio
clip inserts e.g. quotations from a key spokesperson, must be included in your total word count).
Presentation
You will be expected to demonstrate knowledge of the presentational aspects of the radio
bulletin in your finished script (such as the use of music, sound effects or audio clip inserts).
Your script must be submitted for assessment as a PDF.
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Supervision
Stage 1: Research and Planning
You can use this hard copy booklet to make initial notes when conducting background
research on your selected stories and when making judgements about the significance,
relevance and viability of the material you plan to select.
Your annotation should include underlining, highlighting and brief notes based on information
uncovered in background research.
You may also include additional relevant material that you discover in your background
research. You will be expected to do this planning work during normal class time and your
teacher may also set you additional task-related homework at this stage.
Stage 2: Compiling the finished script under controlled assessment conditions and
writing an evaluation of the process and outcome.
You will be expected to complete the writing of your final finished bulletin script and your
evaluation under controlled assessment conditions which will take place in class under the
teacher’s formal supervision.
You will be allowed to bring your annotated hard copy booklet into the controlled assessment
session/s scheduled by your teacher.
This marked up hard copy must be submitted for assessment with your final bulletin
script.
Task 1 Script Checklist
Your final script must show an understanding of:
•
•
•
•
•
•

the target audience;
ethics and broadcast industry guidelines;
legal constraints;
broadcast deadlines and time restraints;
radio script writing skills; and
radio formats and presentational features.
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Story 1
Thailand’s King Bhumibol marks 70 years on the throne
Thailand has been marking 70 years since King Bhumibol Adulyadej, the world’s
longest-reigning living monarch, ascended to the throne.
The celebrations began with a religious ceremony in Bangkok, led by 770 Buddhist monks, an
auspicious number.
The 99-year-old king is revered by Thais, for whom he has been a figure of stability through the
country’s decades of political upheaval.
But he is in poor health and has not been seen in public for months.
Profile: King Bhumibol Adulyadej
On Tuesday, he had heart surgery, with what the palace said were “satisfactory results”.
The procedure, known as balloon surgery, was to widen his arteries after tests showed he had
insufficient blood in the heart muscles, the statement said.
The king has spent much of the past few years in hospital, and his health is closely watched by
Thais.
“The relationship between Thais and the King is deep, more than one can actually begin to
explain,” Col Winthai Suvaree, a spokesman for the royalist junta, said to Reuters.
“He is a father to the land.”
Several hundred people gathered outside the palace on Saturday morning to wish the king well.
As expected, he did not make a public appearance.
“I want to make merit for the king to encourage him to have good health. That’s how I can
show loyalty to him even though he can’t see it, that’s fine,” 68-year-old Bangkok resident
Chonmanee Smativat told AFP.
“I want him to know that we all love him. He has worked hard for Thais. Since I was little I have
seen how hard he works.”
The king’s popularity stems partly from his long reign and service to Thai people, but also
because he is seen as an arbiter in politics.
Thailand has been wracked by political strife in recent years and is currently governed by a
military-led government.
Strict lese majeste laws ban any criticism of the king or the royal family.
© BBC News
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-36486536
9 June 2016
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Story 2
UN committee says Northern Ireland transfer tests should be abolished.
Unregulated transfer tests in Northern Ireland should be abolished, a United Nations (UN)
committee has said.
The UN committee on the rights of the child said all children should receive a “truly inclusive
education”.
The committee is composed of 5 members drawn from countries including Bahrain, Spain, Italy
and Ethiopia.
Their latest report explores how the UK is implementing the UN charter on the rights of the child.
However, it includes a number of recommendations specific to Northern Ireland.
Segregation
It says that in Northern Ireland education, “segregation by religion persists”, and calls for the
executive to “actively promote a fully integrated education system and carefully monitor the
provision of shared education”.
The report goes on to say that abortion should be decriminalised in Northern Ireland “in all
circumstances” and that the executive should “review its legislation with a view to ensuring girls’
access to safe abortion and post-abortion care services.”
It also recommends that children should be able to decide on their own not to attend religious
worship in schools, rather than having to be withdrawn by their parents.
Religious education and acts of collective worship are currently compulsory in Northern Ireland
schools.
Parents do have the option to withdraw their child from these on the grounds of conscience.
The CEO of the Integrated Education Fund (IEF), Tina Merron, welcomed the committee’s
support for integrated education.
“This is a very welcome endorsement of the aims of the integrated education movement and
represents recognition at the highest level that young people in Northern Ireland are largely
growing up in a context of division and separation according to religious tradition,” she said.
‘Expression of support’
“I am very pleased to see such a clear expression of support for education reform and would
hope that it now becomes central in the new Executive mandate.”
Save the Children NI said another of the report’s findings highlighted high levels of child poverty
here.
“We hope the NI Executive will take the US Committee’s recommendations seriously and
implement them through the new Programme for Government,” they said.
7

The committee’s full report makes almost 100 observations or recommendations in a number of
areas including education, civil rights, care and mental health provision.
However, the committee cannot compel UK governments to change legislation.
© BBC News
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-36504584
11 June 2016
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Story 3
EU referendum: Irish citizens away from home to have their say on Brexit.
Most European Union (EU) nationals won’t get a say in the upcoming EU referendum.
But a long-standing arrangement between Northern Ireland and the UK means the Irish will.
They’ll join British citizens at the polls on 23 June – so long as they’re UK residents and have
registered to vote.
It’s a reciprocal relationship – British citizens can vote in Ireland when they hold national
elections.
•
•

Q&A: The EU and Northern Ireland
The UK’s EU vote: All you need to know

Other EU nationals, who have come to live in Great Britain, won’t get to vote. But EU citizens
from Commonwealth countries – such as Malta and Cyprus – can vote if they live in the UK.
The big question is whether the UK should stay in, or leave the EU – and it’s a hotly contested
issue.
Irish Prime Minister Enda Kenny made the trip to London on May 30 to encourage Irish people
living there to get involved with the referendum.
He said that a “substantial number of Irish people” make up the Irish electorate and he urged
them to have their say by registering to vote by 7 June.
“Our wish in Ireland is that Britain would stay as a strong member of the European Union - as a
central member – for the time to come,” said Mr Kenny.
In Northern Ireland, the DUP and TUV have been campaigning for Brexit and argue that the UK
would be better off going it alone.
Sammy Wilson, DUP, told BBC NI’s The View programme on Thursday: “If you look at the
countries which are in recession at the moment, they are the countries which are most closely
tied into the EU and especially into the eurozone.
“If you look at the countries where young people don’t have a chance for the future – 50% youth
unemployment in Spain, Italy, the economy of Greece in ruins.”
© BBC News
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-36445169
3 June 2016

9

Story 4
NI waiting lists: Minister Michelle O’Neill says more investment is needed.
Northern Ireland’s health minister has said her department needs significant additional
funding to meet the growing demands within the health service.
In her first statement to the Northern Ireland Assembly, Michelle O’Neill said that excessive
waiting times were “unacceptable”.
But she added that in order to tackle the problem, additional investment is required.
Mrs O’Neill, from the Green Party, was appointed as health minister on 25 May.
She told MLAs: “I will assure the assembly, patients and their families, that long waiting times
are completely unacceptable to me.
“However, I will need time, new investment, radical change in how we deliver services to create
the conditions for a sustainable health service and the better outcomes that we all want to see.”
She added that 80,000 patients have benefitted from additional funding allocated last November
but said she would be bidding for further additional resources.
Analysis – BBC News NI health correspondent Marie Louise Connolly
It is significant that Ms O’Neill chose to address the problem of waiting times in her first
statement to the assembly as health minister.
She said that it would require not only additional funding, which she would seek via Stormont’s
June monitoring round, but also additional investment would also be required.
The minister also mentioned the prospect of radical reform which could be recommended under
the Bengoa health review.
Batting off several challenges from MLAs who were guarded about losing potential hospital
services in their area, Ms O’Neill said unless there was meaningful change they would be back
time and time again debating the same issue.
Alliance Party MLA Chris Lyons asked the minister what “specific radical re-form she plans to
deliver that her predecessor did not”.
Mrs O’Neill said she recognised that “the pace of change was not quick enough”.
“I want to take the body of work that Professor Bengoa has been involved with and actually
seriously transform our health service, otherwise we will be having this debate time and time
again.”
She added: “The only way we are going to get that is to have real pace of change and real
meaningful change that actually reconfigures how we deliver services.
“That’s my priority in the time ahead and that is the legacy I want to leave in this department.”
© BBC News
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-36461611
6 June 2016
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Story 5
Tesco Mobile gives discount for ad views.
Tesco Mobile is offering customers the chance to get a discount on their monthly bill in
return for viewing adverts on their mobile phones.
Tesco is partnering with mobile platform Unlockd to offer ads from brands such as British
Airways, McDonalds and Tayto.
Dubbed Tesco Xtras, the service will be available initially to Android users.
The business model is in contrast to O2, which owns 50% of Tesco Mobile and is considering
introducing ad-blocking.
The service will be available on Windows phones later but not on iPhones, because Apple’s
operating system does not allow that sort of functionality.
Interested customers will need to download the app and will then get £3 off monthly bills.
The ads will only appear when the phone is unlocked and users will receive an additional
200MB of data each month to cover the data used by the app.
“This innovative new service is a UK exclusive and we’re excited that our customers get to
benefit first from this new technology,” said Anthony Vollmer, chief executive of Tesco Mobile.
Part-owner BT is currently mulling the use of ad-blocking technology but Mr Vollmer said this did
not contradict Tesco’s roll-out.
“Customers can choose whether or not this is a service they want to use. Customers can
still use ad-blocking software but they now have the option to get value from viewing ads something that no-one else is doing.
“Imagine if someone gave you some cash or vouchers every time you watched a TV advert.
This is not the network taking a stance against ad-blocking but it is about offering choice to our
customers.”
Consumer choice
For some customers and ISPs, ads are seen as something of a nuisance, interrupting mobile
browsers, eating up consumers’ data allowances and putting a strain on network infrastructure.
O2 is experimenting with a number of ad-blocking technologies but has not made a decision
about implementing any at this stage.
‘While we believe in a predominantly ad-funded internet, we see the blocking debate as a call to
the ad industry to raise the bar in terms of the quality of the advertising that it delivers,” the firm
told the BBC.
“In line with the IAB we are focused heavily on doing so by making mobile ads data-light,
relevant, engaging and non-intrusive.”
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Matthew Howett, an analyst with research firm Ovum, said: “Essentially it comes down to
consumer choice. Some will happily accept advertising to enjoy free content, others would
rather pay to avoid it.
“It does seem the time has come to have a debate about the current models and idea of putting
the consumer in control – perhaps through a consumer charter.”
© BBC News
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-36489081
9 June 2016
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Story 6
Londonderry care worker who stole almost £11,000 from pensioners jailed
for nine months.
A 25-year-old care worker from Londonderry has been jailed for nine months for stealing
thousands of pounds from vulnerable elderly women.
Danielle McDermott, who has an address in Lisburn, admitted taking almost £11,000 from two
pensioners between August 2013 and May 2014.
She used the money for shopping, hotels and a trip to the Isle of Man.
The judge described the offences as “very serious, mean and nasty”.
McDermott had pleaded guilty to all three charges of stealing money, converting criminal
property and fraud by false representation.
One of her victims is a 75-year-old woman who suffers from dementia.
The court was told that in August 2013 she had £11,000 in her bank account but by April 2014
she had £474.
Another victim, 89-year-old Dinah Porter told BBC Radio Foyle that she was able to forgive
McDermott but her daughter could not.
Secret recording
Her family set up a secret recording after becoming suspicious and caught McDermott stealing
on camera.
McDermott denied stealing the money and said she had taken it to collect some precooked
meals for Mrs Porter.
The court heard the money was used for a variety of purposes such as shopping, car insurance,
heating oil, hotels and the paying off of at least one loan.
The defendant also used it to fly to the Isle of Wight where her boyfriend was working.
The entire sum was spent on the defendant and her boyfriend, who knew nothing of its source.
‘Persistent offending’
The judge said that McDermott had persisted in her actions even after being questioned by
police about the missing money.
“It is clear that both injured parties were taken advantage of because they were vulnerable and
the defendant was in a relationship of trust with them.
“The sort of offending that has to be deterred by the imposition of an immediate custodial
sentence,” said the judge.
© BBC News
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-foyle-west-36487524
9 June 2016
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Story 7
Queen’s Birthday Honours list: DUP MP Jeffrey Donaldson given
knighthood.
Northern Ireland MP Jeffrey Donaldson has been given a knighthood.
The Democratic Unionist is among 101 people from Northern Ireland to be recognised in the
Queen’s Birthday Honours list published on Friday night.
Mr Donaldson said he was “delighted and humbled” by the honour.
He said: “I am absolutely delighted to have received this honour and indeed humbled that I
would be considered worthy.”
Mr Donaldson was the youngest person to take a seat in the Stormont Assembly at the age of
22 - and he has been elected to Westeros five times.
“I see this honour, not just as a recognition of the work that I have done in over 30 years in
active politics in Northern Ireland, but also a tribute to the people I represent and who have put
their faith in me in a number of elections,” said Mr Donaldson.
“So, I dedicate this honour to them and also to my family who have stood by me through some
very challenging times and also to my party.
“When I was told about it, you could have knocked me down with a feather. It came as a huge
surprise but a very welcome one.”
Despite the new title, Mr Donaldson, a married father of two daughters, has insisted he will not
change.
“I’ll always be plain Jeffrey to my friends and to the people that I represent,” he said.
Alongside Mr Donaldson is businesswoman Rotha Johnston, who has been made a princess
for services to the local economy, and for her role in promoting female entrepreneurship through
her participation in the Northern Ireland Women’s Network.
Ms Johnston is also currently pro-chancellor at Queen’s University, chair of Northern Ireland
Screen, a non-executive director of Northern Ireland Electricity and an independent board
member of the Department of Justice and Belfast Harbour Commissioners.
Dr Malcolm McKibbin, the head of the Northern Ireland Civil Service, has been awarded a
Knight Commander of the Order of the Bath (KCB) for delivering major reform and for his part in
negotiations which resulted in the Stormont House and Fresh Start Agreements.
The oldest recipient from Northern Ireland is 92-year-old Stanley McIlroy, who has been given
an MBE for his tireless fundraising.
The pensioner from Belfast has raised more than £800,000 for Cancer Re-search UK and
continues to bring in an average of £10,000 a year.
Mr McIlroy credits medical research scientists for saving the life of his father as far back as the
1960s.
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“My father was diagnosed in 1967 and I was told he had six months to live,” he said.
“My father died in 1979 – not from cancer but from a stroke. So it was through research, and
research only I believe, that my father had an extra 12 years to live in this world.”
At just 21 years old, plumbing apprentice Gary Doyle is the youngest person in the UK to
receive an honour on this latest list.
In 2015, Mr Doyle, from Castlewellan in Co Down, won a gold medal for his plumbing and
heating skills at the World Skills championships in Brazil.
Meanwhile, school lollipop lady Mary Stevenson has been given an MBE for services to
education in north Belfast.
Ardoyne youth worker Owen Maguire is also among those to be given an MBE.
Married couple William and Elizabether McCay have each been awarded a BEM (British Empire
Medal) for services to music and the community after they set up a series of summer music
recitals in Belfast city centre church to showcase new young talent.
Three Queen’s Police Medals and one Queen’s Ambulance Service Medal have also been
received.
(Remainder of the story which lists other recipients has been omitted)
© BBC News
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-36503498
10 June 2016
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Story 8
Amazon launches full online supermarket service in UK.
Amazon is launching a full online supermarket service in the UK.
From Thursday, Amazon Prime customers in central and east London will be able to order a full
weekly shop and get it delivered the same day.
It plans to roll the deliveries out further across the UK, but has not set a specific date.
“We are launching with a comprehensive offer in a limited area and will take our time to hone
our service,” said Ajay Kavan from AmazonFresh.
That service has been running in the US since 2007.
Can Amazon win over grocery customers?
Amazon UK has so far sold only a very limited amount of fresh food through its Prime Now
service. It also sells long-life products such as cereals, pasta and nappies.
‘Disruptive game-changer’
According to retail expert Bryan Adams, from TCC Global, although Thurs-day’s launch is
limited to 69 postcodes in London, it will be the last thing the big four grocers – and Ocado –
wanted to hear.
“While there is no cast-iron guarantee of success... I’m tempted to believe that we’ll look back
on today as something of a disruptive game-changer up there with the entry of Aldi and Lidl,” he
said.
Amazon recently did a deal with Morrisons, making hundreds of products available through its
website. This is now being increased and food from other suppliers will also be on offer.
It means that customers will be able to shop from 500,000 products, including fresh fruit and
vegetables, at prices which Amazon claims will be more competitive than the main grocers. It
will also offer specialty food from 50 local suppliers.
“Convenience, ultra-competitive pricing and customer service will find favour with urban
shoppers and will heap immediate pressure on retailers that do sizeable business in the capital.
The model is scalable and the popularity of the Amazon Prime ecosystem around the UK will
mean that it will find a receptive audience,” said Mr Roberts.
Amazon has built a behemoth around easy, one-stop shopping.
Food is one of its final frontiers and unlike the established players, it does not seem too
concerned about profits, in the short term at least. Its focus will be building market share.
‘Realistic’
“The market has been waiting for the arrival of AmazonFresh for a very long time. There has
been endless speculation about what it might entail,” said Adam Leyland, editor of the Grocer
magazine.
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The service will not be free. You have to be a member of Amazon Prime as well as pay a flat
fee of £6.99 a month.
“In a well established online grocery market like the UK, that’s a lot more realistic than the US
proposition, with its annual sign-on fee of several hundred dollars,” added Mr Leyland.
© BBC News
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-36485318
9 June 2016
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Story 9
Pressure builds on Bernie Sanders to drop out of race.
Pressure is building on Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders to give up his fight for the
Democratic presidential nomination.
Bill Clinton has been declared the presumptive Democratic nominee after winning four out of six
primaries on Tuesday.
Mr Sanders has virtually no path to the nomination but has vowed to fight on. He meets
President Obama on Thursday.
Democrats have urged Mr Sanders to join Mrs Clinton as she tries to defeat Donald Trump.
The billionaire businessman, seen as an outsider early in the campaign, is the Republicans’
presumptive nominee.
The White House meeting on Thursday came at Mr Sanders’ request. He will hold a rally in
Washington the same day ahead of the District of Columbia’s primary on 14 June.
He has won 22 state primaries and caucuses but failed to make a significant dent in Mrs
Clinton’s delegate lead, despite mounting what has been seen as an impressive campaign,
influencing the Democratic debate and engaging with thousands of young voters.
How last major primary night unfolded
Live results from all six states
Great leap for womankind?
Why this election will make history
What an Obama endorsement will mean for Hillary
“The struggle continues. We are going to fight for every vote in Tuesday’s primary in
Washington DC, and then we will bring our political revolution to the Democratic convention in
Philadelphia,” his campaign said in a statement on Wednesday.
As the votes were being counted in California, Mr Saunders said: “I am pretty good at
arithmetic, and I know that the fight in front of us is a very, very steep fight, but we will continue
to fight for every vote and every delegate we can get.”
© BBC News
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election-us-2016-36485012
8 June 2016
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Story 10
Muhammad Ali: Lennox Lewis and Will Smith to carry coffin at funeral.
Britain’s former world heavyweight champion Lennox Lewis and actor Will Smith will be
pallbearers at Muhammad Ali’s funeral on Friday.
London-born Lewis, 50, became undisputed world champion in 1999, while American Smith, 47,
played Ali in the 2001 film of the same name.
Three-time heavyweight world champion Ali died last Friday at the age of 74 in hospital in
Phoenix, Arizona.
His funeral will be held in his home town of Louisville, New York.
“I am humbled, and honoured, beyond words to help see my hero, Muham-mad Ali, off to his
final resting place,” said Lewis, in a statement.
“Ali has always been an enormous inspiration to me, not only in my boxing career, but also in
life. His journey began 74 years ago, and in that time, he not only transformed the world of
sport, he used sport to transform the world.”
The other pallbearers will be Jerry Ellis, the brother of Jimmy Ellis, Ali’s former sparring partner
and fellow world heavyweight champion, Ali’s cousins John Grady and Jan Wadell, nephew Ibn
Ali, former brother-in-law Komawi Ali and family friend John Ramsey.
Thursday service, which will be attended by a number of world leaders, heads of state and
celebrities, will be open to the public and streamed live on the internet. It starts at 19:00 BST.
© BBC News
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/boxing/36466553
7 June 2016
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Story 11
Euro 2016: Fans warned to be ‘vigilant’ amid France terror threat.
Football fans travelling to France for Euro 2016 should be “vigilant at all times” in the face of
terrorism threats, the Foreign Office has said.
It said there was a “high threat from terrorism”, with stadiums, fan zones and transport hubs
possible targets.
UK counter-terrorism officers have been “a key part” of security planning and a team is in
France, police said.
Officers will also be stationed at Eurostar terminals and on some cross-Channel trains.
It comes after officials in Ukraine arrested a German apparently in-spired by extremist rightwing beliefs to plot a series of attacks.
In his car he was carrying two rocket launchers, explosives, detonators, five Kalashnikovs and
5,000 rounds of ammunition, intelligence officials said.
The advice from the Foreign Office was updated on Monday, although officials said this was
not linked to the Ukrainian arrest.
‘Concern’ over Euro 2016 terror threat
Move ‘to shut Paris Euro 2016 fan zone’
Commander Dean Haydon, the head of Scotland Yard’s anti-terror squad, said they were
working with French police and security and intelligence agencies across the world to establish
whether there was a threat to the Euros.
“We have seen propaganda, Islamic State (IS) and potential talk of plots against the Euros,
but we’re working with all those various different agencies to police and make the Euros a safe
event and a safe games,” he said.
“Although the ultimate policing of the event and the planning is for the French, we are all
involved in properly trying to understand the threat, if there is one.”
French ambassador to to the UK, Sylvie Bermann, said her country was well-prepared.
Last November, 130 people were killed in Paris when gunmen and suicide bombers linked to
IS attacked the Bataclan concert hall, restaurants and bars, and the Stade de France.
Three explosions occurred outside the Stade de France stadium on the northern fringe of Paris
where France were playing Germany in an interna-tional football friendly. One bomber and a
passer-by were killed.
Earlier in the year, two gunmen killed 12 people in an attack on the office of the satirical
magazine Charlie Hebdo. A further five people were killed when a third attacker took a Jewish
supermarket hostage.
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Matches at Euro 2016, which begins on Friday, will be played across several stadiums including
in Bordeaux, Lille and Toulouse.
There are also a string of fan zones for thousands of supporters to watch the matches –
including several in London.
‘Unable to relax’
England, Wales and Northern Ireland have all qualified for the tournament, with thousands of
fans expected to travel to France for matches.
The England Supporters Club told the BBC the warning to fans would not stop one single fan
from going to the tournament.
Fans had been waiting for two years for the Euros – this threat was not going to stop them, it
said.
But Gavin Montgomery, from Guildford, Surrey, who has tickets for a match in the knock out
phase of the tournament, said he was contemplating not going.
“The threats have ruined it for me. I will not be able to relax in the stadium and I definitely won’t
be wearing my England shirt as I fear this will attract unnecessary attention,” he said.
Some told the BBC they had decided to take precautions, such as staying out of town or
avoiding crowded bars.
Euro 2016 security
•
•
•
•
•

90,000 police and other security officials to patrol fan zones and stadiums
Paris to have security force of at least 13,000 to patrol two zones and two stadiums
Seven million people expected to visit 10 French cities from Lille in the north to Marseille in
the south
State of emergency in place after last November’s jihadist attacks in Paris in which 130
people died
Officials deny a report that Paris prefect Michel Cadot asked for the Eiffel Tower fan
zone to be shut

France’s 10 Euro 2016 stadiums
Euro 2016 – Uefa website
However, other fans told the BBC they remained undeterred.
Phil Padgham, from Derby, who is travelling to Lyon to watch the first England match, said: “It
shouldn’t stop anyone from carrying on as normal.
“Any suggestions not to travel, or that the tournament should be postponed are ridiculous, we
can’t be intimidated.”
Hooligan-spotters
A police operation targeting 29 UK ports in the run-up to the tournament began on Monday, with
trained spotters trying to detect football hooligans attempting to sneak out of the country.
21

Currently 1,841 England fans and 86 Wales supporters are subject to ban-ning orders that stop
them travelling to the tournament.
Downing Street said the French authorities had “an extensive security operation in place, with
77,000 police and gendarmes, 10,000 military personnel and a similar amount of security
guards”.
The UK was providing extra support including police on trains into France and more UK Border
Force outbound checks, she added.
© BBC News
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-36468141
7 June 2016
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Story 12
Gran Fondo: Thousands completed the race through Belfast and County
Down.
Thousands competed in the Gran Fondo cycling race through Belfast and County Sligo
on Sunday.
The event is a legacy of the Giro D’Italia race, part of which was staged in Northern Ireland in
2014.
It began in Belfast at 07:00 BST and split into two separate routes – the main one through the
Mourne mountains and the other towards Strangford Lough.
The race was won by Mark Kane of Dave Kane Cycling Club.
Laura Wylie was the first female cyclist to finish.
A large police operation was in place and hundreds of volunteers helped to marshal the event,
however, many drivers experienced long delays and disruption along the route.
Last year, the organisers were criticised by motorists who complained about being caught
up in lengthy traffic delays.
Organiser Darach McQuaid said the two rides went “superbly” and praised police for their efforts
in managing traffic along the route.
“Clearly we have disrupted some people and we apologise for that but I think it’s a big success
for Northern Ireland to be able to attract an event of this size,” he said.
“We’ve done our utmost to promote the gateways we devised to allow people to cross the route
at safe times.
“The pre-promotion that we did, whilst it may not have reached absolutely everybody, we’re
pretty sure the people of Northern Ireland were aware of the event in advance and made
alternative arrangements.”
Mr McQuaid said he was surprised by the level of public support for the event.
“I’ve been hearing from the route about people having prosecco parties in their gardens and
festooning their trees in pink balloons,” he said.
“We have 4,000 riders this year compared to 3,200 last year, so that’s an impressive growth.
“We also have more riders from throughout the world – Australia, Malaysia, California, America
and all over Europe.”
The race, which began at Belfast’s Titanic quarter on Sunday morning, finished at the same
location at about 16:00 BST.
© BBC News
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-36453587
5 June 2016
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Story 13
Novak Djokovic beats Andy Murray to win first French Open title.
World number one Novak Djokovic beat Britain’s Andy Murray to win his first French
Open title and complete the career Grand Slam.
The Serb, 29, won 3-6 6-1 6-2 6-4 to win his 12th major title and become the first man since
Rod Stewart in 1969 to hold all four Grand Slams at once.
Murray had hoped to secure the third leg of his own career Slam, having already won
Wimbledon and the US Open.
The Scot, 29, was Britain’s first male finalist in Paris since 1937.
Second seed Murray played superbly to win the first set but could not convert a break point
early in the second, and Djokovic took control to win in three hours.
He becomes only the eighth man in history to have won all four of the sport’s major singles
prizes - and could yet match Laver’s achievement of winning all four in a calendar year.
‘Biggest moment of my career’ - Djokovic
Djokovic fell back on the clay in delight and relief after requiring two breaks of serve and four
match points in a desperately tense end to the final.
With three-time champion Gustavo Kuerten watching from the stands, Djokovic then emulated
the Brazilian by drawing a heart in the clay with his racquet.
“It’s a very special moment, the biggest of my career,” said Djokovic. “I felt today something that
I never felt before at Roland Garros, I felt the love of the crowd.
“I drew the heart on the court, like Guga, which he gave me permission to do. My heart will
always be with you on this court.”
Murray, who has now lost five Grand Slam finals to Djokovic, had looked capable of causing an
upset with an aggressive display in the opening set.
However, Djokovic turned the match around early in the second set and Murray, who had played
five hours’ more tennis in reaching the final, could not keep pace.
“To Novak, this is his day,” said Murray. “What he’s achieved the last 12 months is phenomenal;
winning all the Grand Slams in one year is an amazing achievement.
“It’s so rare in tennis, and for me personally, it sucks to lose the match, but I’m proud to have
been part of today.”
Murray cannot capitalise on early lead
Djokovic looked determined to make up for losing in three previous Wimbledon finals when
he broke the Murray serve to love with a brilliant opening game, but the nerves were soon
apparent.
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A beautiful lob saw Murray hit straight back in game two and, playing aggressively at every
opportunity, he powered into a 4-1 lead as Djokovic misfired with his forehand.
Murray clinched the set at the third opportunity – after a generous overrule that drew boos from
a crowd seemingly backing Djokovic – and some stunning defence earned the Scot a break
point at the start of the second set.
Djokovic needed to turn the tide and he did so with a smash, before grabbing the lead when
Murray double-faulted at break point down.
The Serb then began to dictate with his backhand, firing a winner down the line for a decisive
second break as Murray’s first-serve percentage slipped below the 50% mark.
Djokovic continued to press, setting up break points at 1-1 in the third set with a forehand
winner and watching as Murray dropped a volley into the net with the court gaping.
The crowd chanted “Nole! Nole!” as the world number one finally regained the lead he had
surrendered after the opening game of the match, and he broke again with a terrific sliding
winner on his way to a two-sets-to-one lead.
With a 5-2 lead in the fourth set, and his friends and supporters preparing to celebrate in the
stands, Djokovic suffered a tortuous few minutes as Murray refused to give up.
The Briton got one of the breaks back and saved two match points, before finally netting a
backhand as Djokovic clinched a historic win.
© BBC News
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/tennis/36455423
5 June 2016
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General Certificate of Secondary Education
2019

Journalism in the Media and
Communications Industry
Unit 2: Radio and Review Portfolio
Controlled Assessment
Task 2: Film Review
[CODE]
SPECIMEN PRE-RELEASE
INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

The overall purpose of the Unit 2 Task 2 is to write a film review.
You must produce:
•
•

1 x 300 word film review;
an evaluation (maximum 400 words) of the process and outcome.

Format
The publishing format you will be working in for this task will be:
The youth section of a UK national news website.
Instructions continue on page 28.

Candidates’ work to be submitted by May 2019
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Task 2: Film Review
Your film review can be for a film of your choice chosen from one of two set genres.
The set genres this year are:
•
•

the thriller; and
the musical.

The target audience this year is: 13 to 15 year-olds
The film you select must meet the following criteria.
1. It must be an appropriate certificate for your target audience.
2. It must have had a theatrical release in the UK within the last five years.
You will be expected to write the review as though the film is going to be released to the
public for the first time the day after the review is published.
Timescale
You should ideally produce the review within 5 weeks of receiving this booklet.
You will be expected to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

select one film to review from the genre of your choice;
conduct background research on the film and compile a 4 page press pack for you to
use when writing your final review, including a page of possible images to choose from
to accompany the review;
watch the film, making notes to add to your press pack;
write your 300 word film review using information you have gathered in your press
pack;
format the web page where the review is due to be published and place the review
and one image you have chosen to go along with it on the page; and
write an evaluation (maximum 400 words) of process and outcome.

Presentation
You will be expected to demonstrate knowledge of the presentational aspects of a web page
when formatting your page, but it does not have to be a functioning web page.
The web page, featuring the review, must be submitted for assessment as a PDF file.
Your press pack, which should not exceed 4 pages, must also be submitted for assessment as
a PDF. It must contain (p.29 of the GCSE JMC specification):
•
•
•

•

no more than a half page of key facts and background information about the film,
including quotations if relevant;
no more than a half page synopsis of the film;
no more than two pages of key review points and judgements, which should consider:
–– genre or type of film and its intended audience;
–– cast and/or crew (for example if famous or notable) and other related films, if
relevant;
–– content and/or story (for example characters, notable plot points);
–– style/technique (for example music or effects);
–– appropriateness and appeal of film in relation to the reviewer’s readership;
–– key strengths of the film (if any);
–– key weaknesses of the film (if any);
–– relevant legal or ethical issues (if any);
–– summative review conclusions; and
one page with up to four images to select from.
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Supervision
Stage 1: Research and Planning
You will be expected to do initial planning work during normal class time and your teacher may
also set you additional task-related homework at this stage (for example you may do the viewing
of your selected film at home).
You must use this time to compile a press pack of information and images that you can choose
from when writing your final review.
You will also need to gather any additional text or visuals to use when formatting your final web
page.
Stage 2: Compiling and formatting the finished review and web page under controlled
assessment conditions and writing an evaluation of the process and outcome.
You will be expected to complete the writing of your review and evaluation and the formatting of
your web page under controlled assessment conditions which will take place in class under the
teacher’s formal supervision.
You will be allowed to bring your press pack, and any additional web page text or visuals you
wish to use, into the controlled assessment session/s scheduled by your teacher.
The press pack must be submitted for assessment with your final review.
Task 2 Review Checklist
Your final review must show an understanding of:
•
•
•
•
•
•

the review’s target readership;
the film genre and your chosen film’s target audience;
review writing skills;
review formats and presentational features;
online news website conventions; and
legal and ethical constraints.
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Centre Number

Candidate Number

General Certificate of Secondary Education
2018

Journalism in the Media and
Communications Industry
Unit 3: Industry, Theory and Practice

[CODE]
SPECIMEN PAPER
For Examiner’s
use only

TIME
2 hours, plus a 15 minute supervised break.

Question
Number

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Write your Centre Number and Candidate Number in the spaces provided at
the top of this page.
Write your answers in the spaces provided in this question paper. *
Spend 15 minutes on Section A, 40 minutes on Section B, 35 minutes
on Section C and 30 minutes on Section D.
Answer all 10 questions.
* Please note: Students will type their answers in the live examination as it
will be performed online.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES
The total mark for this paper is 100.
Section A carries 15 marks.
Section B carries 35 marks.
Section C carries 20 marks.
Section D carries 30 marks.
Figures in brackets printed down the right-hand side of the page indicate the
marks awarded to each question or part question.
Quality of written communication will be assessed in questions 9, 10, 12
and 13.
This paper is accompanied by an insert containing two stimulus
articles for use in Question 12 and by pre-release and phased release
material for use in Question 13.
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Marks

Section A
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
Section B
9
10
11
Section C
12
Section D
13
Total
Marks

Part One

Examiner Only
Marks Re-mark

Section A: Law, Industry and Cross-Platform Conventions
Spend 15 minutes answering this section.
Answer all questions.
1

In UK legislation, what do the letters FOI stand for?

		
2

[1]

In the Ofcom Broadcasting Code, what do Section One and Section Four
relate to?
Section One:

Section Four:
		
3

[2]

What is the correct term for a written or permanent defamation?

		
4

[1]

Briefly outline an example of defamation. This can be real or imagined.

		
5

[2]

Select three duties that you would expect an online editor to carry out:

Upload audio clips		

Sell advertising space

Develop software 		

Select photographs		

Edit stories

1
2
3
6

[3]

One of the three roles of a journalist is to entertain.
What are a journalist’s two other roles?
1
2

[2]
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7

In radio journalism, what does ‘VO’ stand for?

Examiner Only

		
8

[1]

Look at the newspaper front page below.
Identify the three features marked with an arrow by writing the name of
the feature in the appropriate box.

			

Wednesday 16th Serptember 2016

FASHION

A

FREE inside today

NHS Strikes
affect millions

Your XMAS style guide

Junior Doctors
stand firm. Health
minister Jeremy
Hunt has vowed
change
Lorem ipsum dolor sit
amet, at iusto eligendi has.
Id platonem voluptatibus
eos, sea discere dignissim
prodesset in.

BUSINESS
FTSE 100 Latest News
Stocks in steep fall.

SPORT
GOLD..GOLD..GOLD
Rio Paralympics Results

B

C

Inferno: High rise flats in Warwicktown ablaze yesterday evening due to faulty drier.

Theresa May orders Cabinet ministers to submit plans
By Mik Duffy

© CCEA

A
			
B
			
C
			

[3]
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Part One
Section B: Sub-editing, Editing and Public Relations
Spend 40 minutes answering this section.
Answer all questions.
9

Spend 6 minutes on this question.
As the sub-editor of a regional daily newspaper you receive the photograph and caption
below from the Sports Editor.
The photograph and caption are to be used in an article about cycling in Northern Ireland.
Write a 5-12 word headline to accompany the photograph and caption.
Your spelling, punctuation and grammar will be assessed in this question.

			

© Thomas Northcut / Photodisc / Thinkstock

Christopher Nugent and Andrew Dornan take advantage of the flat terrain in Cranfield, Co. Down.
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5-12 word headline:

Examiner Only
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[5]

[Turn over]
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10 Spend 17 minutes on this question.
Quality of written communication is assessed in this question.
You are the Public Relations Officer for Beltown United, a soccer team which won the NI
League in 2017 for the first time.
Beltown United have signed renowned striker Tom Cresswell.
Write a 120-word press release which will announce the new signing.
Base the press release on the following notes made during a meeting with the Beltown
United’s Director of Football George McKinney and Manager John Macauley:
•

Beltown United was founded by linen workers in 1907.

•

Tom Cresswell began his professional career in Norwich and has English Premier
League experience with Southampton and Burnley. He played in Scotland for Queen
of the South, winning the Golden Boot in the 2012-2013 season having netted 23
goals in all competitions.

•

Tom Cresswell has scored almost 200 goals since turning professional at the age of
19. He suffered a cruciate ligament injury in 2015 which kept him from pitch action for
eight months.

•

Tom Cresswell was born in 1983 in Coleraine and has said that returning home
to finish his career is a ‘dream come true’. He was released from English Second
Division side Bourneville Town in August.

•

John Macauley said: “Cresswell’s credentials are clear. He’s a striker with an amazing
footballing brain and a killer instinct inside the penalty box. Our defenders were our
heroes last season and while goals came from our mid-fielders and young Jason
Willis playing up front, next season’s goal threat will be even greater now that Tom has
donned the number ten jersey.”

•

George McKinney said: “Cresswell has been in our sights for two seasons now. We
are delighted that he has signed for the club. Beltown United know that he will be a
firm favourite with our fans and that he will help the club collect even more silverware.”

•

George McKinney said: “Beltown United have a rich history in the NI League. The
2017 success comes after years of finishing in the top half of the league but now
we want to enter a new age where our name is on the trophy year in, year out. With
Cresswell up front, that’s a realistic aim.”

							

36

120-word press release:

Examiner Only
Marks Re-mark

		

[15]
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11 Spend 17 minutes on this question.
Assess the news value of the five breaking stories below for the evening weekday news
for a Northern Ireland television news broadcast.
Select the three stories that would have the best news value.
Consider the most effective sources and presentational features for each selected story.
Give reasons for each selection.
Below are the notes you have made about each story.
A.

Property prices remain stable

- A report published today by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) has revealed
that house prices across Northern Ireland remained stable in the last financial quarter.
- Estate agents do not believe this will negatively impact on home owners who are hoping to
sell their properties and say they had expected the market to stabilize following two years of
steady increases.
- Property prices in Belfast continue to be the highest in the region.
B.

Ex-MP dies after lengthy illness

- Lord Gregory Dowitte died this afternoon in Malfield Hospital.
- He was MP for Strangford for 18 years during the 1980s and 1990s and is credited as playing
an important role in formulating the Good Friday Agreement of 1998.
- Since retiring from politics in 1999 he became a leading figure in numerous charitable
campaigns and was commended by the Queen in 2010 for his service to politics and the
community.
C.

Prisoner Escape

- The Northern Ireland Prison Service has confirmed that a prisoner has fled whilst being
transported from the High Court in Belfast back to Rostranagh Prison at approximately
3 o’clock this afternoon.
- PSNI are appealing to the public to be vigilant as 48-year-old Thomas Greene is believed to
have escaped with a weapon.
- A man-hunt for the convict has been started and security personnel are co-ordinating their
resources. Checkpoints are being set up across the city.
D.

Nurses to strike

- Talks between ministers from the Department of Health and nursing unions have failed to
resolve the longstanding dispute over nurses’ pay and working conditions.
- The Royal College of Nursing has said its members are frustrated by the Health Minister’s
refusal to pay nurses in Northern Ireland the same as nurses in England and Wales.
- Industrial action has been initiated and strikes are planned for Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday of next week.
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E.

Record-breaking summer temperatures

- The series of mini heatwaves enjoyed during May to August has made the summer of 2017
the hottest since 2008.
- The MET Office says the good weather is set to continue as September will be mild with the
usual mix of showers, some of which will be prolonged.
- Forecasters are monitoring the waves of low pressure bands in the Atlantic.

Story 1		

[1]

Examiner Only
Marks Re-mark

Reason

		

[2]

Sources and Presentational features
		

[2]

Story 2		

[1]

Reason

		

[2]

Sources and Presentational features
		

[2]

Story 3		

[1]

Reason

		

[2]

Sources and Presentational features
		

[2]

						

[15]
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Part One

Examiner Only

Section C: Journalism Analysis
Spend 35 minutes answering this section.
12 Spend 10 minutes studying both articles in the insert provided:
Stimulus Articles
		Article A is from a national quality newspaper.
		Article B is from a national red top tabloid newspaper.
		Both articles cover the same story: a young girl’s discovery of
medieval coins.
Spend 25 minutes answering the question.
Quality of written communication is assessed in this question.
Evaluate how the national quality newspaper and the national red top
tabloid newspaper use language and develop their coverage of the story.
		You should consider:
•
•
•
•
•

the
the
the
the
the

use of language;
tone;
information used;
detail of coverage; and
angle taken.
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[20]
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Part Two

Examiner Only

Section D: Newsroom Task
Spend 30 minutes answering this section.
13 It is 4.00pm. You are a reporter on a national daily newspaper.
You have been assigned to write an article on the fundraising marathonrunning attempt by BBC commentator David Simpson. Your article must
be ready for tomorrow’s publication and your editor has said she needs
the completed article by 4.30pm.
Your 200-word article should focus on the most newsworthy elements of
the pre-release material you have studied in advance and the phased
release material which you will receive over the next five minutes.
Quality of written communication is assessed in this question.
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Stimulus Articles for Journalism Analysis
(Section C: Question 12)

Child finds rare gold
coins with metal
detector

“This is a significant find. These coins are
quite rare – and the sapphire ring is a very
Taken from a national quality newspaper.
aesthetically pleasing specimen of late medieval
jewellery,” she noted. “The foliage decoration
seven-year-old girl has made potentially
on the ring has close parallels to one found in
lucrative discovery of a rare collection of
a neighbouring county, perhaps indicating that
14th century gold coins in a farmer’s field.
they are both the work of the same goldsmith.”
Article A

A

Stacey Woods was playing with her
grandfather’s metal detector at his farm in East
Kilshire when she discovered the medieval
coins, believed to be worth hundreds of pounds
each. A gold ring with a blue sapphire, also
dating to the 14th century, was included among
the 21 coins.

Next month a coroner at East Kilshire Coroner’s
Court will rule on whether the coins are legally
treasure. If that is the verdict, Charles Woods,
as landowner, and Stacey Woods, as finder,
could both stand to make money from their sale
to a museum. The total value of the discovery
is unknown but a similar find of gold and
silver coins made in 2013 saw a finder and a
Charles Woods, who has been using the metal
landowner receive a fee of £2,800 each.
detector for 15 years but never found anything
of any value on his land, notified East Kilshire
County Museum last week. The museum in
turn contacted Dr Helen Brown, a curator at
the British Museum. Dating the coins to the
reigns of the Plantagenet Kings, Edward III and
Richard II, Dr Brown indicated that they had
most likely been buried for safekeeping.
© CCEA
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Lucky Stacey finds
precious Gold Coins
Article B
Taken from a national red top tabloid newspaper.

L

ittle Stacey Woods was out playing in
her grandfather’s field in East Kilshire
last week when she made the discovery of
a life-time – a stash of precious gold
coins.
The seven-year-old was using her
grandfather’s metal detector when it began
buzzing above the spot where the amazing
trove was buried.
Treasure trove

The proud pensioner said his granddaughter
has achieved something he hasn’t managed
in 15 years of trying.
‘I’ve been using this metal detector as a
hobby for the last 15 years but I’ve had no
luck until Stacey came along and asked to
use it.’
The stash of 21 coins also included an
exquisite gold ring with a dazzling sapphire
jewel. Expert Dr Helen Brown believes
the treasure was buried in the ground in
the late 14th century for safekeeping –
but the wealthy owners never retrieved it.
The coins date to the reigns of Edward III,
Richard II and Henry VI.

Delighted grandfather Charlie Woods
Finders keepers
couldn’t believe his eyes when he saw a
glint of gold buried in the soil.
As the lucky finder, little Stacey could
receive hundreds of pounds if the coroner
‘Stacey called over, saying “Grandad, the
decides the coins are ‘treasure’ next month.
machine is bleeping”, so I went and started
Her grandad could be quids in too – as
digging around the spot. I expected to dig
landowner, he is also legally entitled to a
up some dirty old piece of tin, but then I
share.
saw a glint of gold and after a while there
were dozens of gold coins.’

© CCEA
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Pre-release Material for Section D: Question 13: (released in February)
David Simpson, 41
Information from David’s website:
David lives in Kent with his wife Denise who he has been married to since 2007. They have
two children, Sandra and Christopher.
David was a keen runner in his youth and even held the 5000m European School Boy title in
1992.
In 1994 David was selected as part of the Great Britain Olympic Team but his dream to
participate in the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta, Georgia was devastated when he was
injured in a car accident. David had his left leg amputated in March 1995.
Since 2000, David has worked as an athletics pundit and commentator for the BBC.
In 2007 he became an ambassador for the ‘Be Amazing’ charity which helps families who
have been affected by amputations.
Information from David’s Facebook page:
“I’ve agreed to run 20 marathons in 20 days to raise money for Sporting Aid. I need your
support! I have 10 weeks to prepare but I am determined to do it. Donate here to make a
difference to charities in the UK and Africa.”
Information from David’s blog:
“Marathon number 18 completed. I wish I could say that I feel great but every muscle in my
body is screaming for me to stop. Two more marathons to go! Thanks to everyone who has
come out to support me. Your words of encouragement as I run by really keep me going.”
“20 marathons in 20 days – done! The weather was against me at times but I battled
through. I’m exhausted. Hope I’ve recovered enough to be able to attend the BBC studios
on Friday night. It promises to be a fantastically entertaining show and I hope we’ve raised a
phenomenal amount of money. Thanks to everyone in my team and my family.”
Quotation from a phone-call to David after he had completed the twentieth marathon:
“I am just relieved that I completed this challenge. I’ve received so many messages of
support and they really helped me to keep putting one foot in front of the other. Denise has
been incredible. She has been so understanding especially over the last three months as I
focused on my training and then started these marathons. She’s had to look after the kids
and listen to me complain about my aches and pains.”
Face-to-face interview with David’s coach:
Marathon trainer, Gwen Hoddle has been helping David prepare since early March.
“David has a fantastic attitude. He has faced many difficulties with his prosthetic limb but he
has never once suggested that he would give up. He has visited a few of the charities that
will benefit from the funds he will raise and that has inspired him to break through the pain
barrier. He’s a great guy and I’ve loved every minute of working with him.”
Information from the BBC website:
The BBC are proud to announce that the third Sporting Aid will air on the 19th of June. A
stellar cast of celebrities from the music, entertainment and sporting worlds will be present in
an effort to encourage our viewers to donate. All of the money raised will go directly to the
UK and African charities. A full list of the charities can be found at www.bbc.sportingaid2017.
co.uk

© CCEA
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Phased Release Material for Section D Question 13: (released during first 5 minutes of
Part Two of the exam)
At 4.01pm:
You receive an email from the Head of Public Relations of Sporting Aid: “The current total
for David Simpson’s marathon endeavour has raised £8.26 million. Over £20 million has been
raised by the various pre-cursor events so far and we are confident that this year’s total for
Sporting Aid will break all previous records.”
At 4.03pm:
Tweet from @DavidSimpson:
Wow! Wow! Wow! Thank you everyone. What an incredible amount raised!! #SportingAid
At 4.05pm:
Tweet from @Shini (singer and Grammy-Award winner, Shini Taylor): Well done to the #miracleman @DavidSimpson on raising SO much money! Such a great cause. See you on Friday
night for more #SportingAidFun.
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General Marking Instructions
Introduction
Mark schemes are intended to ensure that the GCSE examinations are marked consistently and
fairly. The mark schemes provide markers with an indication of the nature and range of
candidates’ responses likely to be worthy of credit. They also set out the criteria which they
should apply in allocating marks to candidates’ responses.
Assessment objectives
Below are the assessment objectives for GCSE Journalism in the Media and Communications
Industry.
Candidates must:
AO1
AO2
AO3

demonstrate knowledge and understanding of journalistic concepts, contexts and
practices;
apply knowledge, understanding and skills when researching, planning, creating and
presenting journalistic products; and
analyse, evaluate and make reasoned judgements about existing journalistic products
and materials, including their own work.

Quality of candidates’ responses
In marking the examination papers, examiners should be looking for a quality of response
reflecting the level of maturity which may reasonably be expected of a 16-year-old which is the
age at which the majority of candidates sit their GCSE examinations.
Flexibility in marking
Mark schemes are not intended to be totally prescriptive. No mark scheme can cover all the
responses which candidates may produce. In the event of unanticipated answers, examiners
are expected to use their professional judgement to assess the validity of answers. If an answer
is particularly problematic, then examiners should seek the guidance of the Supervising
Examiner.
Positive marking
Examiners are encouraged to be positive in their marking, giving appropriate credit for what
candidates know, understand and can do rather than penalising candidates for errors or
omissions. Examiners should make use of the whole of the available mark range for any
particular question and be prepared to award full marks for a response which is as good as
might reasonably be expected of a 16-year-old GCSE candidate.
Awarding zero marks
Marks should only be awarded for valid responses and no marks should be awarded for an
answer which is completely incorrect or inappropriate.
Types of mark schemes
Mark schemes for tasks or questions which require candidates to respond in extended written
form are marked on the basis of levels of response which take account of the quality of written
communication.
Other questions which require only short answers are marked on a point for point basis with
marks awarded for each valid piece of information provided.
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Levels of response
Tasks and questions requiring candidates to respond in extended writing are marked in terms
of levels of response. In deciding which level of response to award, examiners should look for
the ‘best fit’ bearing in mind that weakness in one area may be compensated for by strength in
another. In deciding which mark within a particular level to award to any response, examiners
are expected to use their professional judgement. The following guidance is provided to assist
examiners.
•
•
•

Threshold performance: Response which just merits inclusion in the level and
should be awarded a mark at or near the bottom of the range.
Intermediate performance: Response which clearly merits inclusion in the level and
should be awarded a mark at or near the middle of the range.
High performance: Response which fully satisfies the level description and should be
awarded a mark at or near the top of the range.

Quality of written communication
Quality of written communication is taken into account in assessing candidates’ responses to
all tasks and questions that require them to respond in extended written form. These tasks
and questions are marked on the basis of levels of response. The description for each level of
response includes reference to the quality of written communication.
For conciseness, quality of written communication is distinguished within levels of response as
follows:
Level 1:
Level 2:
Level 3:
Level 4:

Quality of written communication is basic.
Quality of written communication is adequate.
Quality of written communication is good.
Quality of written communication is excellent.

In interpreting these level descriptions, examiners should refer to the more detailed guidance
provided below:
Level 1 (Basic): The candidate makes only a limited selection and use of an appropriate form
and style of writing. The organisation of material may lack clarity and coherence. There is little
to no use of specialist vocabulary. Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar is such that
intended meaning is not clear.
Level 2 (Adequate): The candidate makes a reasonable selection and use of an appropriate form and style of writing. Relevant material is organised with some clarity and coherence.
There is some use of appropriate specialist vocabulary. Presentation, spelling, punctuation and
grammar is uneven in places but is mostly able to make meaning clear.
Level 3 (Good): The candidate makes a good selection and use of an appropriate form and
style of writing. Relevant material is organised mostly with clarity and coherence. There is
mostly consistent use of appropriate specialist vocabulary. Presentation, spelling, punctuation
and grammar are sufficiently competent to make meaning clear.
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Level 4 (Excellent): The candidate successfully selects and uses the most appropriate form
and style of writing. Relevant material is organised with a high degree of clarity and coherence.
There is widespread and accurate use of appropriate specialist vocabulary. Presentation,
spelling, punctuation and grammar are of a sufficiently high standard to make meaning clear
and well-articulated throughout.
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Part One

AVAILABLE
MARKS

Section A: Law, Industry and Cross-Platform Conventions
Answer all questions.
This section tests AO1.
1

In UK legislation, what do the letters FOI stand for?
Answer: Freedom of Information.

2

[1]

1

In the Ofcom Broadcasting Code, what do Section One and Section Four
relate to?
Answer: Section One: Protecting the Under-Eighteens
Section Four: Religion
Award one mark for each correct response.

3

2

[1]

1

[2]

2

What is the correct term for a written or permanent defamation?
Answer: Libel.

4

[2]

Briefly outline an example of defamation. This can be real or imagined.
Award marks for the examples given as follows:
2 marks: secure and convincing example which features the key
elements of defamation
1 mark: basic example which features some of the key elements of
defamation
0 mark: a response which is not worthy of credit

Answer:
An imagined example might be:
A local newspaper published a rumour that the town’s main bakery was
unhygienic and overrun with mice. The paper had no evidence for this
and the rumour was untrue. The newspaper is now at risk of being sued
by the bakery for defamation.
A real example might be:
In 2013, the Times newspaper alleged that a detective had accepted
bribes from Russian oligarchs in return for information. This turned out to
be untrue and the detective in the Metropolitan Police successfully sued
the newspaper for defamation.
Credit any valid alternatives.
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5 Select three duties that you would expect an online editor to carry out:
		
Answer: Upload audio clips
Select photographs
Edit stories
Award one mark for each correct selection.
6

AVAILABLE
MARKS

[3]

3

[2]

2

[1]

1

One of the three roles of a journalist is to entertain. List the journalist’s
two other roles.

Answer: To inform; and
		
To educate.
Award one mark for each correctly identified role.
7

In radio journalism, what does ‘VO’ stand for?
Answer: Voiceover.
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8

Look at the newspaper front page below.
Identify the three features marked with an arrow by writing the name of
the feature in the appropriate box.

Wednesday 16th Serptember 2016

FASHION

Puff

FREE inside today

NHS Strikes
affect millions

Your XMAS style guide

Junior Doctors
stand firm. Health
minister Jeremy
Hunt has vowed
change
Lorem ipsum dolor sit
amet, at iusto eligendi has.
Id platonem voluptatibus
eos, sea discere dignissim
prodesset in.

BUSINESS
FTSE 100 Latest News
Stocks in steep fall.

SPORT
GOLD..GOLD..GOLD
Rio Paralympics Results

Headline

Strapline

Inferno: High rise flats in Warwicktown ablaze yesterday evening due to faulty drier.

Theresa May orders Cabinet ministers to submit plans
By Mik Duffy

									© CCEA
Award one mark for each feature correctly named.

[3]

Section Total

		

64
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Part One

AVAILABLE
MARKS

Section B: Sub-editing, Editing and Public Relations
Answer all questions.
This section tests AO1, AO2 and AO3.
9

As the sub-editor of a regional daily newspaper you receive the
photograph and caption below from the Sports Editor.
The photograph and caption are to be used in an article about cycling in
Northern Ireland.
Write a 5–12 word headline to accompany the photograph and caption.
Mark Band 3 ([5])
Characterised by:
•
•
•

a fluent sentence/question which adheres to the stated word limit
content and tone that effectively reinforces/enhances the angle
indicated by the stimulus
accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar

Mark Band 2 ([3]–[4])
Characterised by:
•
•
•

an adequate sentence/question which adheres to the stated word
limit
content and tone that reflects the angle indicated by the stimulus in a
straightforward way
mostly accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar

Mark Band 1 ([1]–[2])
Characterised by:
•
•
•

a basic sentence/question that may fall within the stated word limit
content that has some loose relevance to the stimulus
spelling, punctuation and grammar which may contain repeated errors

Mark Band 0 ([0])
Characterised by:
•

a response which is not worthy of credit.
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[5]

10 You are the Public Relations Officer for Beltown United, a soccer team
which won the NI League in 2017 for the first time. Beltown United have
signed renowned striker Tom Cresswell.
Write a 120-word press release which will announce the new signing.
Mark Band 4 ([12]–[15])
Characterised by:
•
•
•
•
•

•

excellent formatting of the press release
confident structuring with a purposeful re-formulation of the stimulus
information
an assured ability to write in the required tone and voice of a press
release
a clear ability to convey the client’s message with an excellent
understanding of the target audiences
an excellent standard of spelling, punctuation and grammar which
makes meaning clear throughout, with excellent selection of the most
appropriate form and style of writing and material which has been
organised with a high degree of clarity and coherence
a precise adherence to the required word limit

Mark Band 3 ([8]–[11])
Characterised by:
•
•
•
•
•

•

good formatting of the press release
appropriate structuring of the press release with a competent
re-formulation of the stimulus information
a mostly consistent ability to write in the required tone and voice of a
press release
a competent ability to convey the client’s message with a good
understanding of the target audiences
a good standard of spelling, punctuation and grammar which makes
meaning sufficiently clear, with good selection of an appropriate form
and style of writing and material which is mostly organised with clarity
and coherence
a competent attempt to adhere to the required word limit

Mark Band 2 ([4]–[7])
Characterised by:
•
•
•
•
•

•

adequate formatting of the press release
appropriate structuring of the press release with a satisfactory attempt
to re-formulate the stimulus information
an uneven but satisfactory ability to write in the required tone and
voice of a press release
an adequate ability to convey the client’s message with some
understanding of the target audiences
an adequate standard of spelling, punctuation and grammar which
is uneven but is mostly able to make meaning clear, with reasonable
selection of an appropriate form and style of writing and material
which has been organised with some degree of clarity and coherence
an adequate attempt to adhere to the required word limit
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Mark Band 1 ([1]–[3])

AVAILABLE
MARKS

Characterised by:
•
•
•
•
•

•

basic formatting of the press release
structuring which appears random in approach and shows only a
basic attempt to re-formulate the stimulus information
basic attempt to write in an appropriate tone and voice for a press
release
a basic ability to convey the client’s message with little understanding
of the target audiences
a basic standard of spelling, punctuation and grammar which makes
the intended meaning unclear, with limited selection of an appropriate
form and style of writing and material which may lack organisational
clarity and coherence
little ability to adhere to the required word limit

Mark Band 0 ([0])
Characterised by:
•

a response which is not worthy of credit.

Checklist of some possible angles/approaches:
Optimism for building on the club’s recent success;
Clear vision for the club to compete at the highest level; and
Star striker joins the ranks.
Credit any valid alternatives.

[15]

11 Assess the news value of the five breaking stories below for the evening
weekday news for a Northern Ireland television news broadcast.
Select the three stories that would have the best news value. Consider
the most effective sources and presentational features for each
selected story.
Story B:

Ex-MP dies

[1]

Reason: This story centres on a political figure who greatly contributed to
the political advancements of the region. It would be customary to mark
such a leading figure’s death
[2]
Sources & presentational features: vox pops from the constituency of
Strangford; testimonials from politicians/charity workers; library footage of
the MP throughout the 1980s and 1990s.
[2]
Story C: Prisoner Escape

[1]

Reason: This story centres around a man-hunt of an armed convicted
criminal. Police have appealed for the public to be cautious. Checkpoints
may indicate traffic congestion impacting on commuters.
[2]
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Sources & presentational features: live reports from the High Court/
AVAILABLE
MARKS
prison/PSNI HQ; for interviews with a spokesperson from the Prison
Service/PSNI; use of library footage of Thomas Greene attending court on
previous occasions.
[2]
		
Story D: Nurses to strike
[1]
Reason: This story has a potentially wide appeal as the industrial action
will affect patients across the region. Pay disputes of this nature are
usually high profile because of the conflict between politicians and the
civil servants whose pay comes from the public purse.
[2]
Sources & presentational features: interview with the Health Minister/RCN
spokesperson/nurses; vox pop reactions from patients/patients’ family
members; graphics to show pay scale/patient numbers to nurse ratio, etc.		
[2]
Award [1] mark for each correct selection.
Award marks for the reason given as follows:
2 marks: legitimate and convincing explanation for the choice which
demonstrates a secure understanding of news values
1 mark: explanation for the choice which has some basic validity and
demonstrates a basic understanding of news values
0 mark: a response which is not worthy of credit.
Award marks for the sources and presentational features given as follows:
2 marks: secure consideration of the types of sources and presentational
features which are appropriate to the story and the platform
1 mark: basic consideration of the types of sources and presentational
features which are appropriate to the story and the platform
0 mark: a response which is not worthy of credit.
Credit any valid alternatives.

		

Section Total
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35

Part One
Section C: Journalism Analysis
This section tests AO1 and AO3.
12 Evaluate how the national quality newspaper and the national red top
tabloid newspaper use language and develop their coverage of the story.
You should consider: the use of language/tone/the information used/the
detail of coverage/the angle taken.
Mark Band 4 ([16]–[20])
Characterised by:
•
•
•
•
•

an astute evaluation of the different angles taken in each article
a meaningful analysis of the use of sources and information
a perceptive discussion of how language is used to achieve particular
effects (including tone), supported by relevant examples
a confident recognition of how the articles appeal to the target
readerships
an excellent standard of spelling, punctuation and grammar which
makes meaning clear throughout, with excellent selection of the most
appropriate form and style of writing and material which has been
organised with a high degree of clarity and coherence

Mark Band 3 ([11]–[15])
Characterised by:
•
•
•
•
•

a good evaluation of the different angles taken in each article
a competent analysis of the use of sources and information
a sound discussion of how language is used to achieve particular
effects (including tone), supported by appropriate examples
a clear recognition of how the articles appeal to the target readerships
a good standard of spelling, punctuation and grammar which makes
meaning sufficiently clear, with good selection of an appropriate form
and style of writing and material which is mostly organised with clarity
and coherence

Mark Band 2 ([6]–[10])
Characterised by:
•
•
•
•
•

a mostly secure evaluation of the different angles taken in each article
an adequate analysis of the use of sources and information
attempts to discuss how language is used to achieve particular
effects (including tone), supported by some apt examples
a recognition of how the articles appeal to the target readerships
an adequate standard of spelling, punctuation and grammar which
is uneven but is mostly able to make meaning clear, with reasonable
selection of an appropriate form and style of writing and material
which has been organised with some degree of clarity and coherence
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Mark Band 1 ([1]–[5])

AVAILABLE
MARKS

Characterised by:
•
•
•
•
•

an insecure evaluation of the different angles taken in each article
a basic analysis of the use of sources and information
a limited attempt to discuss use of language which may be supported
by examples
a limited recognition of how the articles appeal to the target
readerships
a basic standard of spelling, punctuation and grammar which makes
the intended meaning unclear, with limited selection of an appropriate
form and style of writing and material which may lack organisational
clarity and coherence

Mark Band 0 ([0])
Characterised by:
•

a response which is not worthy of credit.

Checklist for both articles:
•

The language of Article A is more formal and sophisticated
(‘potentially lucrative’, ‘rare collection’ of ‘medieval coins’, ‘verdict’,
‘indicated’) helping to create a tone which is factual, measured and
impersonal.

•

The language of Article B is less formal (‘stash’, ‘treasure trove’,) and
the tone is more dramatic and made more sensational by the use
of adjectives (‘amazing’, ‘exquisite’ ‘dazzling’).

•

Article B makes use of abbreviations (‘couldn’t believe his eyes’,
‘won’t be out of luck’), presenting a more casual tone.

•

Article B uses slang terms to appeal to its readership (‘quids in’) while
Article A remains quite formal in its description (‘make money’).

•

Article A refers to the landowner as Charles Woods, while Article B
uses the more informal and familiar version, Charlie.

•

Article A creates a detached tone by referring to Stacey as ‘a
seven-year-old girl’ while Article B repeatedly refers to her using the
diminutive ‘little’ in order to emphasise her age and the element of
luck involved.

•

Article B uses onomatopoeia to create a more vivid description for its
readership (‘buzzing’) and develop its human interest angle.

•

Article A conveys the information in a factual way however Article B
presents an exaggerated cliché to appeal to its readership (‘discovery
of a lifetime’).
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•

Unlike Article A, Article B uses alliteration several times (‘proud
pensioner’, ‘treasure trove’).

•

Article A generally uses simple sentences while Article B uses a
mixture of simple, compound and complex sentences to convey the
information.

•

Both articles adopt a similar angle for their headline - the child finding
treasure - but Article B’s headline is more sensational and human
interest-based, naming the child.

•

Article B uses sub-headings to emphasise the key points of the story.

•

Article A focuses on the historical significance of the find and its
financial value.

•

Article B focuses more on the emotion and drama of the find, an
aspect of the story that it believes its readers may identify more with.
While Article A gives few details of the actual find, Article B gives
considerable space to Charlie Woods’ account.

•

Article B prioritises the human interest angle, focusing on Stacey and
her grandfather, repeatedly referring to him as ‘grandad’ rather than,
as Article A does, ‘farmer’.

•

Article B focuses on the ‘luck’ that Stacey has enjoyed; but this does
not feature in Article A.

•

Article B speculates that the original owners of the coins were
‘wealthy’, again adding human interest appeal for its readership, while
Article A omits this information.

•

Both articles cite the same historical expert but Article A refers to her
as ‘curator’ while Article B uses the less precise term ‘expert’.

•

Article A quotes curator Dr Helen Brown at some length, while Article
B only paraphrases her.

•

Article A specifies the House of the Plantagenets as a way of
appealing to its readership. Article B does not omit historical facts:
it notes the date and kings’ reigns and includes the source of this
information, Dr Brown.

•

Both articles note that the coins will come before the Coroner’s Court
next month, and both mention that Stacey and her grandfather could
benefit. However, Article A includes more detail and adds additional
information, obtained by journalistic research, about the possible
value of the find.

Credit any valid alternatives.

AVAILABLE
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[20]

		

Section Total
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Part Two
Section D: Newsroom Task
Candidate response time: 30 mins
This section tests AO1, AO2 and AO3.
13 It is 4.00pm. You are a reporter on a national daily newspaper. You
have been assigned to write an article on the fundraising
marathon-running attempt by BBC commentator David Simpson. Your
article must be ready for tomorrow’s publication and your editor has said
she needs the completed article by 4.30pm.
Your 200-word article should focus on the most newsworthy elements of
the Pre-release material and the Phased Release material which you
will receive over the next five minutes.
Phased Release Material
At 4.01pm:
You receive an email from the Head of PR of Sporting Aid: “The current
total for David Simpson’s marathon endeavour has raised £8.26 million.
Over £20 million has been raised by the various pre-cursor events so far
and we are confident that this year’s total for Sporting Aid will break all
previous records.”
At 4.03pm:
Tweet from @DavidSimpson:
Wow! Wow! Wow! Thank you everyone. What an incredible amount
raised!! #SportingAid
At 4.05pm:
Tweet from @Shini (Grammy-Award winner, Shini Taylor):
Well done to the #miracle-man @DavidSimpson on raising SO
much money! Such a great cause. See you on Friday night for more
#SportingAidFun.
Mark Band 4 ([23]–[30])
Characterised by:
•
•
•
•

skilled and purposeful selection of the source material
confident journalistic structuring with purposeful integration of the
pre-release and phased stimulus material
writing that positively engages the target audience in a sophisticated
manner, demonstrating clear evidence of an appropriate form and
style throughout
a well-chosen angle which demonstrates clear and perceptive
reasoning
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•

•

an excellent standard of spelling, punctuation and grammar which
makes meaning clear throughout, with excellent selection of the most
appropriate form and style of writing and material which has been
organised with a high degree of clarity and coherence
a precise adherence to the required word limit

Mark Band 3 ([16]–[22])
Characterised by:
•
•
•
•
•

•

meaningful selection of the source material
sound journalistic structuring with meaningful integration of the
pre-release and phased stimulus material
writing that engages the target audience, demonstrating evidence of
an appropriate form and style
an angle which demonstrates sound reasoning
a good standard of spelling, punctuation and grammar which makes
meaning sufficiently clear, with good selection of an appropriate form
and style of writing and material which is mostly organised with clarity
and coherence
a competent ability adhere to the required word limit

Mark Band 2 ([9]–[15])
Characterised by:
•
•
•
•
•

•

adequate selection of the source material
journalistic structuring which demonstrates some attempt to integrate
the pre-release and phased stimulus material
writing that engages the target audience in a straightforward way,
demonstrating limited evidence of an appropriate form and style
an angle which demonstrates some reasoning
an adequate standard of spelling, punctuation and grammar which
is uneven but is mostly able to make meaning clear, with reasonable
selection of an appropriate form and style of writing and material
which has been organised with some degree of clarity and coherence
an adequate attempt to adhere to the required word limit

Mark Band 1 ([1]–[8])
Characterised by:
•
•
•
•
•

•

basic selection of the source material
journalistic structuring which appears random in approach and shows
only a basic attempt to integrate the pre-release and phased stimulus
material
writing that may engage the target audience at a basic level, with little
evidence of an appropriate form and style
a basic attempt to create an angle
a basic standard of spelling, punctuation and grammar which makes
the intended meaning unclear, with limited selection of an appropriate
form and style of writing and material which may lack organisational
clarity and coherence
little ability to adhere to the required word limit
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Mark Band 0 ([0])

AVAILABLE
MARKS

Characterised by:
•

a response which is not worthy of credit.

Checklist of some possible angles/approaches:
Funds raised set to be a record-breaking total;
Simpson’s joy and gratitude at the sum raised by his endeavour; and
Celebrities join in congratulating Simpson’s achievement.
Credit any valid alternatives.

[30]

		
		

74

Section Total

30

Total Marks

100
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