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Foreword
CCEA has developed new specifications which comply with criteria for GCSE qualifications.  
The specimen assessment materials accompanying new specifications are provided to give 
centres guidance on the structure and character of the planned assessments in advance of 
the first assessment.  It is intended that the specimen assessment materials contained in 
this booklet will help teachers and students to understand, as fully as possible, the markers’ 
expectations of candidates’ responses to the types of tasks and questions set at GCSE level.  
These specimen assessment materials should be used in conjunction with CCEA’s GCSE 
Government and Politics specification.
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Centre Number

Candidate Number

General Certificate of Secondary Education
2018

For Examiner’s 
use only

Question 
Number

Marks

Section A

1-14

Section B

15

16

17

18

Section C

19

20

Total
Marks

TIME
1 hour 30 minutes.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Write your Centre Number and Candidate Number in the spaces 
provided at the top of this page and on any additional sheets.
Write your answers in the spaces provided in this question paper.
Answer all questions in Sections A, B and C.
If needed, you can ask for more sheets to finish your answers.  
Please attach these sheets to your booklet using the tag supplied.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES
The total marks for this paper is 75.
Quality of Written Communication will be assessed in Sections B and 
C (all questions).
Figures in brackets printed down the right hand side of pages indicate 
the marks awarded to each question.
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Section A

Answer all questions.

1 State one issue which has been decided by a referendum.

  [1]

2 Give one positive feature of referenda.

  [1]

3 What is meant by the term ‘Private Members’ Bill’?

  [2]

4 What voting system is used in elections to the Northern Ireland 
Assembly?

  [1]

5 What is meant by the term ‘compulsory voting’?

 

  [2]

6 State one feature of a dictatorship.

  [1]
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7 State one way in which individual rights are protected.

  [1]

8 Match the correct term in the list below to the description in the grid 
provided. [4]

Member of the 
Legislative 
Assembly 

(MLA)

Councillor First past the 
post

Proportional 
Representation

(PR)

An electoral system which 
translates the number of votes into 
roughly the number of seats won by 
a party.

The elected representatives of the 
Northern Ireland Assembly.

An electoral system used to elect 
members to the UK Parliament and 
local government.

A person elected to represent the 
people of his/her local community 
and make decisions on how money 
raised from local taxes is spent. 

9 Give one reason why society needs laws.

  [1]

10 State one area of disagreement between unionist and nationalist parties 
in Northern Ireland. 

  [1]
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11 Which term is used to describe the type of pressure group which is able 
to give advice to the government when creating government policy.

  [1]

12 Read the statements below. Tick [] the correct box to show if the 
statements are left wing or right wing opinions. [5]

Left 
wing

Right 
wing

Taxes should be raised in order to redistribute 
opportunity and wealth.

People who have the money should be able to pay for 
a higher quality of education.

Services and industries should be run by the 
government on behalf of the tax payer. 

There should be freedom of movement as immigration 
helps a country’s economy.

The Human Rights Act should be scrapped so that 
foreign criminals are more easily deported.

13 Name one type of media a politician may use to spread their message.

  [1]

14 What is meant by the term ‘freedom of the press’?

  [2]
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Section B

Answer all questions.

 Read Source A and answer the questions that follow.

15 Using Source A and your own knowledge, describe the actions that could 
be taken by the residents of Mid and East Antrim in opposition to the oil 
drilling project. 

  [5]
  

Source A:

Residents of Mid and East Antrim have raised concerns about NI 
Water’s decision to let land to the company InfraStrata which will allow 
them to go ahead with experimental oil drilling close to a reservoir that 
supplies drinking water to thousands of homes in Carrickfergus, Larne, 
Newtownabbey and areas of Belfast.  

Residents, some of whom have formed a group called ‘Stop the Drill’, 
are concerned about the danger of water contamination and have called 
for the project to be stopped.  The group have called for a judicial review 
of the local council’s decision to allow this work to proceed. 

© CCEA
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16 Explain why the tactics used by different pressure groups to achieve their 
aims may vary.

  [6]
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 Read Source B and answer the question that follows.

17 Using Source B and your own knowledge, explain why a number of young 
people choose not to vote.

  [6]

Source B:

Rah, rah, rah…, you know, the noise they make in the House of 
Commons?  All I see are rich, old, white men.  I am none of these 
things.  The word ‘politics’ makes me think of stuffy white men in an 
outdated institution – and people who don’t relate to me in any way so 
why should I vote for them.  They’re all the same and nothing like me.  

© Adapted from ‘The Guardian: - ‘Apathy or antipathy? Why so few young people vote’ by Helen Lewis, The 
Guardian, 19 April 2015.
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 Read Source C and answer the question that follows.

18 Using Source C and knowledge from your studies, explain the arguments 
in favour of lowering the voting age to 16. 

  [8]

Source C:

The next generation of voters are the first to have received citizenship 
education yet are being denied their full rights as citizens.  Giving 16 
and 17 year olds the right to vote would allow a natural progression 
from learning about voting, elections and democracy to putting such 
knowledge into practice. 

© Electoral Reform Society
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Section C

Answer all questions.  

19 ‘Political parties are necessary in a democracy.’

 Make a case in support of this statement.  

  [10]
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20 Evaluate the following statement:  ‘The media is too powerful in today’s 
society.’ 

 In your answer you should include: 

 – arguments in support of the statement; and
 – arguments against the statement.

12
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  [16]

13
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Section A

Answer all questions.

1 State one issue that might require international cooperation. 

  [1]

2 State a cause of violent conflict within countries. 

  [1]

3 State two ways in which the United Nations Security Council can attempt 
to resolve conflict. 

 1 

 2 

  [2]

4 State two features of the Good Friday Agreement, 1998.

 1 

 2 

  [2]

5 State one way in which human rights are protected in Northern Ireland.

  [1]

6 State one of the aims of the United Nations.

  [1]
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7 What is meant by the term ‘asylum seeker’?

  [2]

8 State one economic benefit to the UK of increased migration.

  [1]

9 What is the European single market? 

  [2]
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10 Match the correct term in the list below to the description in the grid 
provided. [5]

Collective 
defence

Peacekeeping 
mission

Decommissioning Consociationalism Sovereignty

The power of a state to govern itself. 
 
The process of eliminating a country 
or a paramilitary group’s stock of 
weaponry.   
A principle that binds the members of 
NATO in a commitment to consider 
an attack on one as an attack against 
all.  
A democratic system used in divided 
societies that is based on power 
sharing.  
One of the United Nations’ most 
effective activities in helping to 
maintain international peace and 
security.  

11 Give one reason for the formation of NATO in 1949.

  [1]

12 What is the North Atlantic Council?

  [2]
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13 Give two arguments against continued UK membership of the European 
Union. 

 1 

 2 

  [2]

14 State one way in which the legal rights of migrants are protected in the 
United Kingdom.

  [1]
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Section B

Answer all questions.

Read the source and answer the questions that follow.

 

Migrant crisis: UK government response branded ‘inadequate’

David Cameron’s response to the refugee crisis is “clearly 
inadequate,” leading aid and refugee agencies claim.

In a letter to the PM, the group of 27 charities - including Oxfam and 
Amnesty International - say the UK should take a “proportionate” 
share of refugees.

The charities praise the commitment to resettle 20,000 Syrian 
refugees over five years but say more needs to be done.

The letter asks Mr Cameron to do more to deal with the crisis.  The 
group wrote:  “Last year’s announcement that the UK will resettle 
20,000 Syrian refugees over five years was a welcome first step, but 
given the numbers of people searching for safety across the globe, 
this response is clearly inadequate:  it is too slow, too low and too 
narrow.

© BBC News 2016

15 Using the source and your own knowledge, describe how the UK 
government has responded to increased migration.

  [5]
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16 Explain how one group, charity or NGO you have studied has worked to 
support and protect the rights of migrants in the UK.

  [6] 



Examiner Only

Marks Re-mark

22

Read the source and answer the questions that follow.

 

RAF jets fly on Baltic policing mission 

29 April 2016 

The UK has taken up a leading role policing the skies over the Baltic 
states to prevent aggression from Russia.

The Defence Secretary has announced today that four Royal Air 
Force (RAF) Typhoons will join the NATO Baltic Air Policing (BAP) 
mission until the end of August.

The jets will be on 24/7 stand-by to launch a Quick Reaction Alert 
(QRA) in response to any aggression from Russia, or others.  Two 
of the four Typhoons will be ready to take off at a moment’s notice to 
provide security to the airspace over Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

© Crown Copyright. Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.        
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/

17 Use the source and your own knowledge to describe some of the ways in 
which the UK contributes to the work of NATO.

   [6]
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18 Explain the actions taken by NATO to manage conflict in a country that 
you have studied.

  [8] 
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Section C

Answer all questions.

19 There remain significant challenges to peace in Northern Ireland.  

 Make a case in support of this statement.

  [10]

24
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20 Evaluate the effectiveness of the UN Security Council in dealing with 
international conflict.

 In your answer you should include:

 – an example of a successful UN action; and
 – an example of a UN action which failed.
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  [16]
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General Marking Instructions

Introduction 
Mark Schemes are intended to ensure that the GCSE examinations are marked consistently 
and fairly.  The mark schemes provide examiners with an indication of the nature and range 
of candidates’ responses likely to be worthy of credit.  They also set out the criteria which they 
should apply in allocating marks to candidates’ responses.  The mark schemes should be read 
in conjunction with these general marking instructions.  

Assessment Objectives
Below are the assessment objectives for GCSE Government and Politics.

AO1  Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of political concepts, institutions, 
processes, terms and issues.

AO2 Apply knowledge and understanding of political information to contexts and actions.
AO3 Analyse and evaluate a range of evidence, including differing viewpoints, relating 

to political issues, debates and actions to construct reasoned arguments and make 
substantiated judgements. 

Quality of Candidates’ responses
In marking the examination papers, examiners should be looking for a quality of response 
reflecting the level of maturity which may reasonably be expected of a 16 year old which is the 
age at which the majority of candidates sit their GCSE examinations.

Flexibility in marking  
Mark schemes are not intended to be totally prescriptive.  No mark scheme can cover all the 
responses which candidates may produce.  In the event of unanticipated answers, examiners 
are expected to use their professional judgement to assess the validity of answers.  If an 
answer is particularly problematic, then examiners should seek the guidance of the Supervising 
Examiner.  

Positive Marking
Examiners are encouraged to be positive in their marking, giving appropriate credit for what 
candidates know, understand and can do rather than penalising candidates for errors or 
omissions.  Examiners should make use of the whole of the available mark range for any 
particular question and be prepared to award full marks for a response which is as good as 
might reasonably be expected of a 16-year-old GCSE candidate.  

Awarding zero marks
Marks should only be awarded for valid responses and no marks should be awarded for an 
answer which is completely incorrect or inappropriate.  

Types of mark schemes
Mark schemes for questions which require candidates to respond in extended written form 
are marked on the basis of levels of response which take account of the quality of written 
communication.
Other questions which require only short answers are marked on a point for point basis with 
marks awarded for each valid piece of information provided.  
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Levels of response
Questions requiring candidates to respond in extended writing are marked in terms of levels of 
response.  In deciding which level of response to award, examiners should look for the ‘best fit’ 
bearing in mind that weakness in one area may be compensated for by strength in another.  In 
deciding which mark within a particular level to award to any response, examiners are expected 
to used their professional judgement.  The following guidance is provided to assist examiners:

• Threshold performance: Response which just merits inclusion in the level and should be 
awarded a mark at or near the bottom of the range. 

• Intermediate performance: Response which clearly merits inclusion in the level and should 
be awarded a mark at or near the middle of the range.  

• High performance: Response which fully satisfies the level description and should be 
awarded a mark at or near the top of the range.  

Quality of Written communication
Quality of written communication is taken into account in assessing candidates’ responses 
to all questions that require them to respond in extended written form.  These questions are 
marked on the basis of levels of response.  The description for each level of response includes 
reference to the quality of written communication.  

Instructions for examiners: 

For questions which are assessed using three levels of response the following QWC 
descriptors are to be used: 

Level 1  
Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology and demonstrates 
basic skills of selection of material, but the response lacks clarity, structure and organisation of 
ideas.  Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with limited accuracy.  

Level 2 
Writing communicates ideas using political terms mostly accurately and demonstrates some 
skills of selection and organisation of material in a structured way.  Candidates spell, punctuate 
and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy.  

Level 3 
Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely selected political terms and 
organises information clearly and coherently.  Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of 
grammar with consistent accuracy.
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For questions which are assessed using four levels of response the following QWC 
descriptors are to be used:

Level 1  
Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology and demonstrates 
basic skills of selection of material, but the response lacks clarity, structure and organisation of 
ideas.  Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with limited accuracy.  

Level 2 
Writing communicates ideas using political terms mostly accurately and demonstrates some 
skills of selection and organisation of material in a structured way.  Candidates spell, punctuate 
and use the rules of grammar with some accuracy.  

Level 3 
Writing communicates ideas using political terms accurately and demonstrates skills of selection 
and organisation of material.  Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar mostly 
accurately.  

Level 4
Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely selected political terms and 
organises information clearly and coherently.  Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of 
grammar with consistent accuracy.  
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Section A 

Target AO1:  Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of political concepts, 
institutions, processes, terms and issues. 

1 State one issue which has been decided by a referendum.

 Answers may include one of the following: 

• Scottish independence, 2015
• Alternative Vote, 2011
• European Union membership, 2016
• Good Friday Agreement, 1998

 Credit should also be given to more historic examples or examples 
outside of the UK which could include
• Membership of the European Community, 1975
• ROI, same-sex marriage referendum, 2015 [1]

2 Give one positive feature of referenda.

 Answers may include one of the following: 

• Gives a clear answer on an important issue
• Gives citizens a direct voice on an important issue
• More democratic, brings decision making closer to the people

 Any other valid point.  [1]

3 What is meant by the term ‘Private Members’ Bill’?

• A Private Members’ Bill is a public bill introduced by MPs who are not 
government ministers. [1]

• These are used to change the law for the general population.  [1]
 Candidates may choose to define the term in the context of the United 

Kingdom or the Northern Ireland Assembly’s legislative process.  Credit 
should be given for either/or. 

4 What voting system is used in elections to the Northern Ireland 
Assembly?

• Single Transferable Vote [1]

5 What is meant by the term ‘compulsory voting’?

• Compulsory voting is a system in which people must attend a polling 
place/station on voting day. [1]

• Those who do not may be punished, for example with a fine. [1]

1

1

2

1

2
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6 State one feature of a dictatorship.

 Answers may include one of the following: 

• Lack of free and fair elections
• Rule by one person/one party
• Absence of rights
• Use of coercion to secure compliance.

 Any other valid point.  [1]

7 State one way in which individual rights are protected.

 Answers may include one of the following:

• Human Rights Act 
• European Convention on Human Rights
• Judiciary

 Any other valid point. [1]

8
An electoral system which 
translates the number of votes into 
roughly the number of seats won 
by a party.

Proportional Representation (PR)

                                                     [1]

The elected representatives of the 
Northern Ireland Assembly.

Member of the Legislative 
Assembly (MLA)
                                                     [1]

An electoral system used to elect 
members to the UK Parliament and 
local government.  

First past the post

                                                     [1]
A person elected to represent the 
people of his/her local community 
and make decisions on how money 
raised from local taxes is spent.  

Councillor

                                                     [1]

  [4]

1

1

4
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9 Give one reason why society needs laws.

 Answers may include one of the following:

• To guarantee rights and freedoms such as the right to a free trial
• To protect us from discrimination based on our race, gender, age etc
• To settle disputes; decisions made by judges are based on the law 
• Without laws people could do whatever they wanted without 

punishment and consequence  

 Any other valid point. [1]

10 State one area of disagreement between unionist and nationalist parties 
in Northern Ireland. 

 Answers may include one of the following:

• Unionists want to remain a part of the union whilst nationalists seek a 
united Ireland

• The role of emblems; this could include flags
• Parades
• Same sex marriage
• Education
• Welfare 

 Any other valid point. [1]

11 Which term is used to describe the type of pressure group which is able 
to give advice to the government when creating government policy?

• Insider group [1]

1

1

1
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12 Left 
wing

Right 
wing

Taxes should be raised in order to redistribute 
opportunity and wealth.

  [1]

People who have the money should be able to pay for 
a higher quality of education.

  [1]

Services and industries should be run by the 
government on behalf of the tax payer. 

  [1]

There should be freedom of movement as immigration 
helps a country’s economy.

  
 [1]

The Human Rights Act should be scrapped so that 
foreign criminals are more easily deported.

  [1]

13 Name one type of media a politician may use to spread their message.  

 Answers may include one of the following:  

• Radio 
• TV 
• Social media
• e-media 
• Newspapers 

 Any other valid point. [1]

14 What is meant by the term ‘freedom of the press’?

• Freedom of the press is the right of the media to freely circulate 
opinions in print or electronic media.  [1] 

• There is no interference or censorship from the government.  [1]

 Any other valid point. 

Section A

5

1

2

24
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Section B

Target AO2:  Apply knowledge and understanding of political information to 
contexts and actions.

15 Using Source A and your own knowledge, describe the actions that could 
be taken by the residents of Mid and East Antrim in opposition to the oil 
drilling project. 

 Award [0] for an answer not worthy of credit.

 Level 1 ([1])
 A basic answer with limited description of source content or a weak 

attempt to describe an action which suggests protest.

 Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology 
and demonstrates basic skills of selection of material, but the response 
lacks clarity, structure and organisation of ideas.  Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with limited accuracy.

 Level 2 ([2]–[3])
 A satisfactory answer which attempts a more developed description of the 

actions which could be taken by the residents of Mid and East Antrim in 
opposition to the oil drilling project.  Attempts to develop the information 
drawn from the source or own knowledge.

 Writing communicates ideas using political terms mostly accurately 
and demonstrates some skills of selection and organisation of material.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some 
accuracy.

 Level 3 ([4]–[5])
 A very good answer with a developed description of source content and 

own knowledge of the actions which could be taken by the residents of 
Mid and East Antrim in opposition to the drilling project. 

 Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely 
selected political terms and organises information clearly and coherently.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy.

 Answers may include some of the following:

 From source:

• Residents have formed a group called ‘Stop the Drill’
• Calls for the project to be stopped
• Calls for a judicial review of the local council’s decision to allow the 

work to proceed
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 From own knowledge:

• Contact decision makers – local council, MP, MLA
• Contact local press, radio, TV
• Set up campaign website, make use of social media e.g Facebook/

Twitter
• Demonstrations outside local council office 
• Call for a judicial review
• Take direct action by blockading the site/council office; or any other 

form of direct action which is described

 Any other valid point. [5]

16 Explain why the tactics used by different pressure groups to achieve their 
aims may vary. 

 Award [0] for an answer not worthy of credit.

 Level 1 ([1]–[2])  
 A basic response with limited knowledge and understanding of  why the 

tactics used by pressure groups may vary.  Answer may list some tactics 
rather than explaining why they may differ.  

 Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology 
and demonstrates basic skills of selection of material, but the response 
lacks clarity, structure and organisation of ideas.  Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with limited accuracy.  

 Level 2 ([3]–[4])  
 A more developed answer with some explanation of why the tactics used 

by pressure groups vary.  Answers may include examples.   

 Writing communicates ideas using political terms mostly accurately 
and demonstrates some skills of selection and organisation of material.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some 
accuracy.

 Level 3 ([5]–[6])  
 A very good explanation of why the tactics used by pressure groups vary.  

Relevant support is provided in the form of examples.  

 Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely 
selected political terms and organises information clearly and coherently.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy.  

 Answers may include some of the following: 

• How the government responds to the pressure group will influence 
their tactics; whether they are sympathetic to their aims/take them 
seriously.  

• The cause the pressure group represents will influence their tactics; 
environmental groups and anti-capitalist pressure groups are more 

5
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likely to take direct action because they are politically marginalised 
and so will have to try and grab the attention of the media to change 
public opinion.   

• The membership of the pressure group will influence their tactics; 
pressure groups with a middle class membership are more likely to 
use tactics such as petitioning, letter writing, public meetings. 

• Outsider groups are more likely to use direct action whereas insider 
groups are more likely to be consulted by the government.

 Any other valid point. [6]

17 Using Source B and your own knowledge, explain why a number of young 
people choose not to vote. 

 Award [0] for an answer not worthy of credit.

 Level 1 ([1]–[2])  
 A basic response which tends to focus on the source and/or provides 

basic knowledge of why young people choose not to vote.

 Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology 
and demonstrates some skills of selection of material, but the response 
lacks clarity, structure and organisation of ideas.  Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with limited accuracy.  

 Level 2 ([3]–[4])  
 An answer which develops the material provided in the source and begins 

to consider other reasons why young people choose not to vote.  

 Writing communicates ideas using political terms accurately and 
demonstrates some skills of selection and organisation of material.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some 
accuracy.

 Level 3 ([5]–[6])  
 A very good explanation of why young people choose not to vote using 

both the source and own knowledge.  Relevant support is provided in the 
form of examples.  

 Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely 
selected political terms and organises information clearly and coherently.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy.  

 Answers may include some of the following: 

 From the source:  

• Consideration of the following viewpoints from the author of the 
source:  They don’t relate to me in any way so why should I vote for 
them/They’re all the same and nothing like me.  

• This will be developed with reference to the age, social class and 
occupation of elected representatives.  

6
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 From own knowledge:

• Lack of information about political issues
• Perception that all parties are the same
• Policies that affect young people are not the priority of politicians so 

young people feel their vote will not make any difference
• Switched off by negativity and cynicism of election campaigns

 Any other valid point [6]

18 Using Source C and knowledge from your studies, explain the arguments 
in favour of lowering the voting age to 16.   

 Award [0] for an answer not worthy of credit.

 Level 1 ([1]–[3])
 A basic response which tends to focus on the source and/or demonstrates 

limited knowledge and understanding of why the voting age should be 
lowered to 16.

 Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology 
and demonstrates basic skills of selection of material, but the response 
lacks clarity, structure and organisation of ideas.  Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with limited accuracy.  

 Level 2 ([4]–[6]) 
 An answer which develops the material provided in the source and begins 

to consider other reasons why the voting age should be lowered to 16.

 Writing communicates ideas using political terms accurately and 
demonstrates some skills of selection and organisation of material.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some 
accuracy.

 Level 3 ([7]–[8])
 A very good explanation of why the voting age should be lowered to 16 

using both the source and own knowledge.  Relevant support is provided 
in the form of examples.  

 Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely 
selected political terms and organises information clearly and coherently.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy.  

 Answers may include some of the following: 

 From source: 

• Will provide a seamless transition from learning about voting to 
putting this knowledge into practice

6
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 From own knowledge:

 Experience of young voters in Scottish referendum; turnout of 75%
 Arguments such as: 

• 16 year olds are wise and politically aware
• Able to pay taxes and fight for country
• Being able to vote would give them more of an investment in what 

happens in society
• Would make politicians listen more to young people as it would 

contribute a definite increase to the youth voting demographic
• Trickle up effect on civic participation.  Conversations about politics 

and local issues more likely to happen in the home
• 85% of secondary schools have school councils
• There are 600 elected Members of the Youth Parliament; they have 

held debates in Parliament since 2008 and therefore demonstrate 
that young people do engage with politics

 Any other valid point. [8]

Section B
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Section C

Target AO3:  Analyse and evaluate a range of evidence relating to political 
issues, debates and actions including differing viewpoints to construct 
reasoned arguments and make substantiated judgements

19 ‘Political parties are necessary in a democracy.’   

 Make a case in support of this statement.  

 Award [0] for an answer not worthy of credit.

 Level 1 ([1]–[3])  
 A basic response with limited development of the view that political parties 

are necessary in a democracy.  Examples, if presented are basic.    

 Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology 
and demonstrates basic skills of selection of material, but the response 
lacks clarity and organisation.  Candidates spell, punctuate and use the 
rules of grammar with limited accuracy.  

 Level 2 ([4]–[7])  
 A more developed response which attempts to support the points made 

with valid examples.  Support for the view that political parties are 
necessary in a democracy is more sustained.   

 Writing communicates ideas using political terms accurately and 
demonstrates some skills of selection and organisation of material.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some 
accuracy.  

 Level 3 ([8]–[10])  
 A very good response which makes use of developed examples to 

provide a well formed and sustained argument in support of the view that 
political parties are necessary in a democracy.   

 Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely 
selected political terms and organises information clearly and coherently.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy.  

 Answers may include some of the following: 

• Main vehicle for recruiting and selecting people for government and 
legislative office

• Organise the many and diverse interests in society into clear political 
programmes

• Simplify electoral choices for citizens
• Provide different choices in the political marketplace in terms of ideas 

and candidates
• Help to provide a broad political education
• Political parties provide policies on a wide range of issues such as 
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education, health and foreign policy whilst pressure groups may 
focus on a single issue Keep politics non-violent by giving a voice to 
different groups in society

• Provide oversight function; debates between political parties allow 
different voices to be heard

 Any other valid point. [10]

20 Evaluate the following statement:  ‘The media is too powerful in today’s 
society.’ 

 In your answer you should include:

• arguments in support of the statement; and
• arguments against the statement.

 Answers which fail to address both sides of the argument will be unable 
to access the mark range beyond Level 2.

 Award [0] for an answer not worthy of credit.

 Level 1 ([1]–[4])  
 A limited attempt to evaluate the view that the media is too powerful in 

today’s society.  Points made lack the support of appropriate evidence.  
There are significant gaps in knowledge.  

 Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology 
and demonstrates basic skills of selection of material, but the response 
lacks clarity, structure and organisation of ideas.  Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with limited accuracy. 

 Level 2 ([5]–[8])  
 A more developed response which attempts to develop an argument 

related to the view that the media is too powerful in today’s society.  The 
answer which may be one sided or imbalanced makes use of some 
evidence to support the points made.

 Writing communicates ideas using political terms mostly accurately 
and demonstrates some skills of selection and organisation of material 
in a structured way.  Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of 
grammar with some accuracy.

 Level 3 ([9]–[12])  
 A good response which shows a clear understanding of the view that the 

media is too powerful in today’s society.  There is an attempt to judge 
the validity of the statement by making use of evidence to evaluate other 
viewpoints.  

 Writing communicates ideas using political terms accurately and 
demonstrates skills of selection and organisation of material.  Candidates 
spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar mostly accurately. 

10
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 Level 4 ([13]–[16]) 
 An excellent response which provides a clear and coherent evaluation 

of the viewpoint that the media is too powerful in today’s society.  Use 
is made of a wide range of evidence that shows awareness of differing 
viewpoints and a clear and substantiated judgement is made on the 
validity of the statement. 

 Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely 
selected political terms and organises information clearly and coherently.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy.  

 Answers may include some of the following: 

 Arguments in support of the statement: 

• Reference to the Leveson inquiry and report as an acknowledgement 
of the excessive power of the media

• Negative reporting; influence of media in reinforcing prejudicial 
stereotypes of immigrants and welfare recipients

• Irresponsible reporting including invasive tactics such as phone 
hacking

• Ownership of media and its influence on election campaigns and 
portrayal of issues.  Examples could include the backing of certain 
candidates

 Arguments against the statement: 

• Freedom of the press is a cornerstone of British democracy and is 
maintained in a variety of ways: 

 – Printed press is regulated through a variety of independent 
bodies such as IPSO - Independent Press Standards 
Organisation.  Since its creation in September 2014 it has 
investigated over 1,000 complaints

 – Ofcom is the body responsible for dealing with any complaints 
about the output of media outlets such as the BBC and 
independent broadcasters.  Requirement to give equal airtime to 
political candidates during election campaigns

• A strong media is essential in holding the government to account; 
examples could include the impact of e-petitions in pressurising 
decision makers along with newspaper based campaigns

• e-media has enabled ordinary citizens to have more opportunities to 
influence public opinion whereas in the past this was the preserve of 
the press barons

 Any other valid point. [16]

Section C
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Section A

Target AO1:  Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of political concepts, 
institutions, processes, terms and issues.

1 State one issue that might require international cooperation. 

 Answers may include one of the following:

• Human rights 
• Environmental issues
• Crime
• Trade
• Human trafficking
• Immigration 
• War/Conflict
• Drugs
• Terrorism

 Any other valid point [1]

2 State a cause of conflict within countries.

 Answers may include one of the following:

• Ethnic differences
• Religious differences
• National identity
• Economic inequalities
• Lack of access to decision making
• Discrimination

 Any other valid point [1]

3 State two ways in which the United Nations Security Council can attempt 
to resolve conflict. 

 Answers may include two of the following:

• Investigate and mediate
• Issue ceasefire instructions
• Impose economic sanctions
• Issue an arms embargo
• Impose travel bans
• Deploy UN peacekeeping forces
• Authorise use of military force

 Any other valid point [2]

1

1
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4 State two features of the Good Friday Agreement, 1998.

 Answers may include two of the following:

• Consociationalism
• Arrangements for a power-sharing executive
• Decommissioning
• Reform of the police service
• Early release of prisoners

 Any other valid point. [2]

5 State one way in which human rights are protected in Northern Ireland.

 Answers may include one of the following:

• Human Rights Commission
• Equality Commission
• Human Rights Act 1998
• European Convention on Human Rights

 Any other valid point. [1]

6 State one of the aims of the United Nations. 

 Answers may include one of the following:

• Maintain international peace and security
• Promote sustainable development
• Protect human rights
• Uphold international law
• Deliver humanitarian aid

 Any other valid point. [1]

7 What is meant by the term ‘asylum seeker’?

• A person who leaves his/her own country for political reasons or 
because of war and travels to another country for protection [1]

• He/she will have applied for the right to stay in the foreign country but 
will not have been given permission to stay there yet   [1]

 Any other valid point.

2
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8 State one economic benefit to the UK of increased migration.  

 Answers may include one of the following: 

• Help to bridge the skills gap
• Contribute to taxes in the UK
• Increase demand and spending within the economy

 Any other valid point. [1]

9 What is the European single market?

• A trade bloc made up of members of the European Union which 
allows for goods, people, services and capital to move freely around 
each country [1]

• There are no trade barriers such as tariffs [1]

10 
A term which is used to refer to the 
power of a state to govern itself.  

Sovereignty

A term used to describe the 
process of eliminating/disarming 
a country or a paramilitary group’s 
stock of weaponry.  

Decommissioning

A principle that binds the members 
of NATO in a commitment to 
consider an attack on one as an 
attack against all. 

Collective defence

A democratic system used in 
divided societies that is based on 
power sharing. 

Consociationalism 

One of the United Nations’ most 
effective activities in helping to 
maintain international peace and 
security.  

Peacekeeping mission

  [5]

1
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11 Give one reason for the formation of NATO in 1949.

 Answers may include one of the following:

• A response to the threat posed by the Soviet Union
• A response to the threat of Communist expansion
• To provide collective defence for the countries of Europe
• To provide the US with a military presence across Europe

 Any other valid point.   [1]

12 What is the North Atlantic Council?

• The North Atlantic Council is the main political decision-making body 
of NATO. [1]

• Representatives from each country meet to agree decisions on peace 
and security.  [1]

13 Give two arguments against continued UK membership of the European 
Union.

 Answers may include two of the following:

• EU membership fee could be spent on other priorities
• High levels of immigration
• Greater control of immigration
• Greater freedom to make to make trade deals with other countries
• Greater control of our own affairs
• Not bound by EU laws [2]

 Any other valid point.

14 State one way in which the legal rights of migrants are protected in the 
United Kingdom.

 Answers may include one of the following:

• The European Convention on Human Rights
• The Human Rights Act 1998

 Credit should be given to other legal protections not explicitly mentioned 
in the specification such as the Equality Act 2010 or the role of the 
judiciary.  

   [1]

      Section A
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Section B

Target AO2:  Apply knowledge and understanding of political information to 
contexts and actions. 

15 Using the source and your own knowledge, describe how the UK 
government has responded to increased migration. 

 Award [0] for an answer not worthy of credit.

 Level 1 ([1])
 A basic answer with limited description of source content or a general 

statement about the UK government’s response to increased migration.  

 Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology 
and demonstrates basic skills of selection of material, but the response 
lacks clarity, structure and organisation of ideas.  Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with limited accuracy.  

 Level 2 ([2]–[3])
 A satisfactory answer which attempts a more developed description of the 

UK government’s response to increased migration.  Attempts to develop 
the information drawn from the source or own knowledge.

 Writing communicates ideas using political terms accurately and 
demonstrates some skills of selection and organisation of material.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some 
accuracy.

 Level 3 ([4]–[5]) 
 A very good answer with a developed description of source content and 

own knowledge of the UK government’s response to increased migration.  

 Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely 
selected political terms and organises information clearly and coherently.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy.

 Answers may include some of the following:

 From the source: 

• Resettling 20,000 Syrian refugees over five years

 From own knowledge:

• In 2010 David Cameron committed the UK government to a target of 
reducing net inward migration to below 100,000 per year.

• From April 2016 some skilled non-EEA workers with Tier 2 visas will 
only be allowed to stay in the UK permanently if they are earning at 
least £35,000 a year.
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• Immigration Act 2016 – features that could be mentioned include:  
 – That it will be a criminal offence for a landlord to knowingly rent 

premises to an illegal immigrant.
 – Migrants who do not have permission to be in the UK can have 

bank accounts frozen and driver’s license seized.  
 – Pregnant women entering the UK can only be detained by 

immigration authorities for up to 72 hours.  
 – A duty to provide sanctuary to 3,000 unaccompanied refugee 

children.

 Any other valid point. [5]

16 Explain how one group, charity or NGO you have studied has worked to 
support and protect the rights of migrants in the UK. 

 Award [0] for an answer not worthy of credit.

 Level 1 ([1]–[2])
 A basic response with limited specific detail on the work of a group/charity 

to support and protect the rights of migrants.

 Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology 
and demonstrates basic skills of selection of material, but the response 
lacks clarity, structure and organisation of ideas.  Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with limited accuracy.

 Level 2 ([3]–[4])
 A more developed answer with some explanation of the efforts made by a 

group/charity to support and protect the rights of migrants.

 Writing communicates ideas using political terms accurately and 
demonstrates some skills of selection and organisation of material.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some 
accuracy.

 Level 3 ([5]–[6])
 A very good explanation of the work of a group or charity in supporting 

and protecting the rights of migrants.  Relevant support is provided in the 
form of examples.

 Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely 
selected political terms and organises information clearly and coherently.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy.  

 Reference to the source although not required may be credited.

5
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 Answers may include some of the following:

 From the source: 

• 27 charities have worked together to write a letter to the Prime 
Minister describing his response to the migrant crisis as inadequate, 
too slow and too narrow.  

 From own knowledge:

 Reference to a specific group, charity or NGO, some of which may be 
local, national or international.  Work of groups/charity/NGO may include 
the following but will vary according to the type of group: 

• Outreach and support services to help newly arrived understand their 
rights and to help them feel safe

• Support to access services such as housing
• English language classes; help with settling children in school; 

support to get involved with the local community
• Awareness raising of equality and human rights issues
• Provide briefings to government on proposed legislation; take on legal 

cases
• Support victims of racist hate crime by assisting them with the 

preparation of statements and accompanying them to police 
interviews

 Any other valid point. [6]

17 Use the source and your own knowledge to describe some of the ways in 
which the UK contributes to the work of NATO.

 Award [0] for an answer not worthy of credit.

 Level 1 ([1]–[2])
 A basic response which tends to focus on the source providing limited but 

valid knowledge of the role of the UK in NATO.

 Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology 
and demonstrates basic skills of selection of material, but the response 
lacks clarity, structure and organisation of ideas.  Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with limited accuracy.  

 Level 2 ([3]–[4])
 An answer which develops the material provided in the source and 

describes in more detail the role played by the UK in NATO.

 Writing communicates ideas using political terms accurately and 
demonstrates some skills of selection and organisation of material.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some 
accuracy.

6
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 Level 3 ([5]–[6])
 A very good description of the UK’s role in NATO which makes use of 

both the source and detailed own knowledge.

 Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely 
selected political terms and organises information clearly and coherently.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy.

 Answers may include some of the following:

 From the source: 

• UK offers planes to NATO missions in the Baltic.  
• Four Royal Air Force Typhoons joined the NATO Baltic Air Policing 

mission until the end of August and were ready to take off at a 
moment’s notice. 

 Own knowledge may include: 

• The UK has a seat at the North Atlantic Council which is the principal 
political decision-making body at NATO.

• The UK’s Chief of Defence is a member of the Military Committee 
which provides expert advice to the North Atlantic Council before 
authorisation for military action.

• UK works with NATO to ensure collective security meaning that an 
attack on one member state shall be considered an attack on all.

• UK commits significant funds to invest in military hardware and to 
enhance the Anti-Ballistic Missile Defence System.

• Invests in and maintains military forces at a significant level in 
readiness for NATO actions.

• The UK has a joint delegation to NATO which is a vital link between 
the UK Government and NATO.

 Any other valid point [6]

18 Explain the actions taken by NATO to manage conflict in a country that 
you have studied.   

 Award [0] for an answer not worthy of credit.

 Level 1 ([1]–[3])
 A basic response which provides limited knowledge of NATO actions to 

manage conflict.  A limited but valid example may be provided.

 Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology 
and demonstrates basic skills of selection of material, but the response 
lacks clarity, structure and organisation of ideas.  Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with limited accuracy.  

6
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 Level 2 ([4]–[6])
 An answer which provides a more developed explanation of NATO 

actions to manage conflict.  Answers at this level may consist of one well 
explained action supported by examples or a range of partially explained 
actions.

 Writing communicates ideas using political terms accurately and 
demonstrates some skills of selection and organisation of material.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some 
accuracy.

 Level 3 ([7]–[8])
 A very good explanation of NATO actions to manage conflict.  Relevant 

support is provided in the form of well developed examples.

 Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely 
selected political terms and organises information clearly and coherently.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy.

 Answers may include some of the following:

 Actions carried out by NATO in a country of their choosing and may refer 
to ground, air and naval operations such as the deployment of troops, air 
policing missions and maritime arms embargoes.

 References to conflicts not suggested in the specification.  Examiners are 
advised to research any conflict mentioned by a candidate not included in 
the mark scheme.  Indicative content is provided below for the example of 
Libya.  Other case studies of NATO actions are equally as valid.

 Libya
 Candidates may include some of the following:

• Fastest deployment in the history of NATO 
• Following the Gaddafi regime’s targeting of civilians in February 2011, 

NATO answered the United Nations’ (UN) call to the international 
community to protect the Libyan people

• In March 2011, a coalition of NATO Allies and partners began 
enforcing an arms embargo and boarded vessels suspected of 
carrying arms in order to cut off the flow of weapons and mercenaries 
to Libya

• NATO maintained a no-fly zone as part of Operation Unified Protector 
(OUP) in order to protect civilians from air attacks

• During the course of OUP all Allies participated in the mission, 
either directly or indirectly, through NATO’s command structures 
and common funding. A number of partner nations supported the 
operation including Sweden, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Jordan 
and Morocco
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• NATO carried out air and naval strikes which weakened Gaddafi’s 
capacity to target civilians.   Air strikes destroyed approximately 6,000 
military targets

• OUP successfully concluded on 31 October 2011.

 Any other valid point. [8]

      Section B
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Section C

Target AO3:  Analyse and evaluate a range of evidence relating to political 
issues, debates and actions including differing viewpoints to construct 
reasoned arguments and make substantiated judgements.

19 There remain significant challenges to peace in Northern Ireland.   

 Make a case in support of this statement. 

 Award [0] for an answer not worthy of credit.

 Level 1 ([1]–[3])
 A basic response with a limited account of the challenges to peace in 

Northern Ireland.  Examples, if presented, are basic.

 Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology 
and demonstrates basic skills of selection of material, but the response 
lacks clarity, structure and organisation of ideas.  Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with limited accuracy.  

 Level 2 ([4]–[7])
 A more developed response which describes the challenges to peace in 

Northern Ireland in more detail.  Answers at this level will discuss more 
than one challenge to peace.

 Writing communicates ideas using political terms accurately and 
demonstrates some skills of selection and organisation of material.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with some 
accuracy.  

 Level 3 ([8]–[10])
 A very good response which makes use of developed examples to 

provide a well formed and sustained description of the challenges to 
peace in Northern Ireland.  A range of challenges are described.

 Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely 
selected political terms and organises information clearly and coherently.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy.  

 Answers may include some of the following: 

• Opposition to the peace process; threats from dissident republicans 
and disaffected loyalists

• Dealing with outstanding legacy issues such as the rights of victims
• Dealing with flags, murals, emblems and parades
• Dealing with continued segregation, education and peace walls
• Continuing concerns over the constitutional position of Northern 

Ireland
• Other issues may include the threat posed to the peace process by 

economic instability or other current developments

 Any other valid point. [10] 10
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20 Evaluate the effectiveness of the UN Security Council in dealing with 
international conflict. 

 In your answer you should include:

• an example of a successful UN action; and
• an example of a UN action which failed.

 Answers which fail to address both sides of the argument will be unable 
to access the mark range beyond Level 2.

 Award [0] for an answer not worthy of credit.

 Level 1 ([1]–[4])
 A limited attempt to evaluate the effectiveness of the UN Security Council 

in resolving international conflict.  Points made lack the support of 
appropriate evidence.  There are significant gaps in knowledge.

 Writing communicates ideas using a limited range of political terminology 
and demonstrates basic skills of selection of material, but the response 
lacks clarity, structure and organisation of ideas.  Candidates spell, 
punctuate and use the rules of grammar with limited accuracy.

 Level 2 ([5]–[8])
 A more developed response which attempts to evaluate the effectiveness 

of the UN Security Council in resolving international conflict; answers are, 
however, likely to be imbalanced.

 Writing communicates ideas using political terms mostly accurately 
and demonstrates some skills of selection and organisation of material 
in a structured way.  Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of 
grammar with some accuracy.  

 Level 3 ([9]–[12])
 A good response which shows a clear understanding of the effectiveness 

of the UN Security Council in resolving international conflict.  Support is 
provided with reference to relevant examples.  Candidates’ treatment of 
both successes and failures may be imbalanced at times.

 Writing communicates ideas using political terms accurately and 
demonstrates skills of selection and organisation of material.  Candidates 
spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar mostly accurately.

 Level 4 ([13]–[16])
 An excellent response which provides a clear and coherent evaluation 

of the effectiveness of the UN Security Council in resolving international 
conflict.  Use is made of relevant examples which clearly demonstrate 
both success and failure.

 Writing communicates ideas effectively, using a range of precisely 
selected political terms and organises information clearly and coherently.  
Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy.  
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 Answers may include some of the following:

• Preventative diplomacy is undertaken in order to prevent the 
escalation of disputes into conflict; this can include special envoys 
being dispatched to encourage dialogue and compromise. 

• UN Security Council can introduce economic sanctions, sever 
diplomatic relations,  recommend a settlement, help warring 
factions implement peace agreements, create a system to regulate 
armaments. 

• Military action can be taken against an aggressor and is sanctioned 
by a UN Security Council Resolution.

 Candidates may consider examples of UN actions in countries other than 
those provided in this mark scheme.  

 Difficulties in dealing with international conflict can be seen in the case of 
Rwanda with:

• Failure to deploy a peacekeeping force at the end of 1993 when 
intelligence suggested inter-ethnic violence was likely

• Lack of agreement for collective action amongst members of the UN
• Difficulty in raising sufficient troop numbers. It  took five months to 

reach the authorized strength of 2,548
• The murder of 10 Belgian peacekeepers in April 1994 led to the 

removal of 450 Belgian peacekeepers and the accusation that the UN 
had left Rwanda to its fate

 Success in dealing with international conflict can be seen in the case of 
Sierra Leone with:

• The signing of a peace agreement in November 1996; the Abidjan 
Accord

• A ceasefire in May 1999 and the formation of a government of 
national unity

• The disarming of 75,000 ex-fighters and the decommissioning of 
more than 42,000 weapons and 1.2 million rounds of ammunition

• Resettlement of more than half a million displaced persons
• The establishment of a Special Court to try those responsible for war 

crimes and a Truth and Reconciliation Commission

 Any other valid point.  [16] 
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