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GCSE Government and Politics: Resource Pack 

Political Ideas and Concepts 

This pack has been developed to help support the teaching and learning of Political Ideas and 
Concepts which is part of Unit One in GCSE Government and Politics. 

This Resource Pack contains two activities which could be used to support the teaching of 
Political Ideas and Concepts.  For each activity, you will find teacher guidance and instructions 
for students.  Some brief background information for each activity is also provided for students.   

Introduction 

Laws are very important in a democratic society.  We need them for many reasons: to protect 
people, to enforce rights and to resolve conflict.  Laws are important because they keep a society 
together.  Everyone is held accountable to the same laws.  No one should be above the law. 
Laws help keep peace and deter people from acting in a way that negatively affects the quality of 
life of others.  Therefore, there are often consequences for breaking the law. Consequences can 
range from: a fine, jail time or in certain countries, execution.  This all depends on the severity of 
the crime and the nature and system of government in a particular country. 
 
Every country has coercive instruments such as the police and the army at its disposal. They can 
be used to: maintain internal order, public justice, repel external threats and uphold their position 
of power. However, when they are used for their own selfish, political or strategic aims then they 
can often be abused.  States or rulers that do this can sometimes be referred to as dictators or 
tyrants. 
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Activity One: Desert Island Task 

The ideas of power, authority and accountability: 

• Why we need rules 
• Who makes them 
• Why this matters 

What would life be like stranded on a desert island?  What laws would you establish and why? 

 
Instructions for Students 
 

• Imagine you are stranded on a desert island with a number of other people. 

• You are in charge.  What laws would you make and why? 

• You must decide on a name for your country and your title.  

• Think about the system of government that you would want to be in charge of.  Are 

you in a democracy or dictatorship? 

• Now, decide on a number of laws that reflect this.  Explain why you have chosen these 

laws. 

• What would be the consequences if your laws were not obeyed? Create some 

punishments.  Remember these must fit the crime. 
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Activity One Template 

 

Desert Island Task 

Name of island: ___________________________________________________ 

Your new title: ______________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
New laws Punishment for breaking them 
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Activity Two:  Dictators and Democrats 

The key features of a dictatorship, including: 

• Rule by one person or party 
• Lack of free and fair elections 
• Absence of rights 
• Coercion 

Students to form cluster group based on statements about a democracy or dictatorship. 

 
Instructions to Students 
 

• You will be given a slip of paper with a statement on it. 

• You must read it and decide if this statement relates to a democracy or a dictatorship. 

• Move around the room and share your statement with others. 

• Form yourselves into a cluster group. 

• Be prepared to justify your opinion as to why you are in that group. 

• Record your findings in a suitable format e.g. a table or mind map. 

 
 

 

 
 Teacher Guidance 
 

• This should last about one hour, though could be extended. 

• Teachers are at liberty to edit each card if more detail is desired.  

• Resources could be enlarged to A3 to facilitate group work. 

• This activity could be used following research tasks on key features of democracy and 

dictatorship. 

• Students can complete this task independently or in groups. 
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Activity Two Template 

The leader of a country 
should be admired and not 

questioned. 
All wealth should be shared 

equally between people. 

Government should use force, fear 
and military to stay in power for 

as long as they can. 

All industry should be owned 
by the state (the country), not 

by private companies. 

Working people should have 
control of the land, not rich 

landowners. 

" Relig ion is the heart of a 
heartless world, and the soul of 

soulless conditions. It is the 
opium of the people" . 

No one should be relig ious as 
relig ion holds people back. 

Everyone should be paid the 
same amount, no matter what 

their job is. 

People should be very proud 
of their country. 

All wealth should be shared 
equally between people. 

The Police can enforce the 
control of the government and 

rule with violence. 

War and military are really 
important and should be 

celebrated. 

Controlling lots of other places 
shows how strong you are.  This 
means strong countries should 

have a large empire. 

Everyone should work. 

The government should have 
control over everything, 

including what relig ion you 
belong to. 

Members of government can’t 
always be expected to obey the 

law.  Sometimes people in charge 
are ‘above the law’. 

People have to do exactly what 
the Government says to allow 

things to stay in order. 

Traditional democracy does 
not work because it ends up 

with some people, 
representing all people.  It is 

the power of part over the 
whole. 

Democracies have constitutions 
that guarantee the rights of the 

citizens. 

Democratically elected leaders 
have their own interests rather 
than representing the views of 

the people. 

By allowing parties to 
compete with each other in a 

democracy, it means that 
there is always a power 
struggle in that country.  

This causes society to fall 
apart. 

Private business should be 
encouraged and people should 

work hard to increase their 
income. 

People should be free to have 
their own relig ious (or non-

relig ious) beliefs. 

People over the age of 18 
should be able to vote in 
order to decide who runs 

their country. 

People should be free to criticise 
the governments in charge of 

their country. 

Everyone has the right to have 
their views heard. 
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