Go to www.ccea.org.uk/therevision to download the most
up-to-date version of the Religious Studies Specification
Supporting You
The following resources are available to support this
specification:
• our Religious Studies microsite at www.ccea.org.uk
where we will publish as many of our support materials
as possible;
• specimen assessment materials; and
• guidance notes for teachers.
We also intend to provide:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

past papers and mark schemes;
Chief Examiner’s reports;
schemes of work;
e-books;
centre support visits;
support days for teachers;
a resource list; and
exemplification of standards.

Contact Us
If you have a query or require advice or guidance,
please contact:
Subject Officer with overall responsibility
for this specification
Donna Finlay
(028) 9026 1200 ext. 2105
dfinlay@ccea.org.uk

good reasons to choose
CCEA for your A level
and GCSE provision

We support Learners
CCEA places the learner at the centre of
everything we do across the entire curriculum.

We are Local
CCEA is Northern Ireland’s awarding body –
we understand local needs for local learners.

We are Listening
CCEA listens to its customers to ensure
better outcomes for learners through
developing relevant, high quality and
innovative specifications.

Why Teach Religious Studies?
Religious Studies offers an academic approach to the study
of religion, ethics and philosophy. It is open to all students
of any religious persuasion or none.
This course will see students discuss and critically evaluate
contemporary religious ideas. They also investigate and
speculate about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life.

Specification Support Officer
Arlene Ashfield
(028) 9026 1200 ext. 2291
aashfield@ccea.org.uk

Religion plays an important role in many different cultures.
Religious Studies enables students to develop an insight
into areas of knowledge, belief and thought central to an
understanding of the modern world.
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Religious Studies
Specification Snapshot
Overview

Content

Content Summary

Assessment

Weightings

For both AS level and A2, students complete two units from the following areas of study:
1. Textual Studies
2. Systematic Study of One Religion
3. Religion and Ethics
4. Philosophy of Religion

Textual Studies
Unit AS 1:

An Introduction to the Gospel of Luke

Two 1 hour 20 minutes external
written examinations

Each paper is
worth 50% of AS

Unit AS 2:

An Introduction to the Acts of the
Apostles

Unit AS 3:

An Introduction to Themes in the Old
Testament

Systematic Study
of One Religion
Unit AS 4:

The Origins and Development of the Early
Christian Church to AD 325

Both papers
comprising 40%
of A level

Unit AS 5:

The Celtic Church in Ireland in the Fifth,
Sixth and Seventh Centuries

Students answer one from two
questions in Section A and one
from two questions in Section B
(incorporating other aspects of
human experience).

Students must not choose two units from the same area of study.

Unit AS 6:

An Introduction to Islam

At each level, students take two written examinations, one for each of the units
studied.

Religion and Ethics
Unit AS 7:

Foundations of Ethics with Special
Reference to Issues in Medical Ethics

Specification Summary

Philosophy of
Religion
Unit AS 8:

An Introduction to the Philosophy of
Religion

AS units - Choose two from eight units offered – two externally assessed written 		
papers, 1 hour 20 minutes each, each worth 50% of AS and 20% of A level
			(a total of 40% of A level), available summer only

Textual Studies
Unit A2 1:

Themes in the Synoptic Gospels

Two 2 hour external written
examinations

Each paper is
worth 50% of A2

Unit A2 2:

Themes in Selected Letters of St Paul

A2 units - Choose two from eight units offered – two externally assessed written
papers, 2 hours each, each worth 50% of A2 level, 30% of A level (a total of
60% of A level), available summer

Unit A2 3:

Themes in the Old Testament

Systematic Study
of One Religion
Unit A2 4:

Themes in the Early Church and the
Church Today

Students answer two from three
questions in Section A and the
compulsory synoptic question in
Section B.

Both papers
comprising 60%
of A level

Unit A2 5:

Themes in the Celtic Church, Reformation
and Post-Reformation Church

Unit A2 6:

Islam in a Contemporary Context

Religion and Ethics
Unit A2 7:

Global Ethics

Philosophy of
Religion
Unit A2 8:

Themes in the Philosophy of Religion

At AS level, students examine ‘other aspects of human experience’ relating to their
subject content. This will be examined in Section B of the exam paper.
Students who continue to A2 will explore in greater depth these same broad areas or
units from different areas of study with an emphasis on critical evaluation and synoptic
assessment.

Benefits to Students
A study of religious studies at this level will enable students to:
• develop an insight into areas of knowledge, belief and thought central to an
understanding of the modern world;
• critically evaluate contemporary religious ideas and investigate and speculate about
the ultimate meaning and purpose of life; and
• become equipped with many of the skills needed in further and higher education
and the workplace. Students will develop critical evaluation skills and the ability to
construct logical and convincing arguments.

