Go to www.ccea.org.uk/therevision to download the most
up-to-date version of the History Specification
Supporting You
Support will initially be provided via the History microsite
at www.ccea.org.uk and will include:
• specimen assessment materials;
• teacher and student guidance notes for each unit; and
• exemplar schemes of work.
We will expand our range of support to include the
following:
•
•
•
•

Chief Examiner’s reports;
centre support visits;
support days for teachers; and
exemplification of examination performance.
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History

Specification Snapshot
Overview

Content

Content Summary Assessment

Weightings

This qualification is for students with an interest in studying the critical issues in history
and the behaviour of significant historical figures. Studying history gives a deeper
understanding of how the world became what it is today. Students explore the motives
that determine the actions of individuals and groups, as well as the consequences of
these actions and how they combine with other influences to shape the present.

AS 1:

Historical Investigations
and Interpretations

External written examination
1 hour 30 minutes
Students answer a short response question and
a two-part source question.

50% of AS

Historical Conflict and
Change

External written examination
1 hour 30 minutes
Students answer two questions from a choice
of three. Each question has two parts, a short
response and an extended essay.

50% of AS

A2 1:

Change Over Time

External written examination
1 hour 15 minutes
Students answer a synoptic essay question.

20% of A level

A2 2:

Historical Investigations and
Interpretations

External written examination
2 hours 30 minutes
Students answer three questions, two are
source-based and one is an extended essay.

40% of A level

The programme of study allows students to follow a broad, coherent course providing
opportunities to study the sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth
centuries whilst including units on English or Irish history which make up at least 40%
of the specification.
It equips students with many of the skills needed in further and higher education,
and in the workplace, by encouraging critical thinking, and teaches students to
construct logical, concise and convincing arguments. Throughout the course students
are encouraged to develop other academic skills including undertaking independent
research, problem-solving and decision-making.

AS 2:

20% of A level

20% of A level

Specification Summary
Students can take the AS course as a final qualification or as the first part of the
GCE A level qualification.
AS level – two units:
AS 1: Historical Investigations and Interpretations (one option from a choice of five)
AS 2: Historical Conflict and Change (one option from a choice of six)
Students who continue to A2 level take two further units:
A2 1: Change Over Time (one option from a choice of five)
A2 2: Historical Investigations and Interpretations (one option from a choice of four)
Each of the four units is externally assessed.

Benefits to Students
The revised specification for History at GCE level benefits students in a number of ways:
• the skills promoted by the study of history provide a sound basis for progression to
further and higher education;
• the subject is assessed by external examination only, there is no coursework; and
• there is a wide choice of content in each unit at AS and A2.
Studying history at GCE level helps to prepare young people for careers in many areas
including law, business, education and local and national government.

Assessment Objectives

Why Teach History?

There are three assessment objectives for this
specification. Candidates must:

Teaching History helps to equip students with many of
the skills needed in further and higher education and the
workplace. It develops thinking and writing skills, teaching
students to construct clear, logical, concise and convincing
arguments.

• demonstrate, organise and communicate
knowledge and understanding to analyse and
evaluate the key features related to the periods
studied, making substantiated judgements
and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause,
consequence, change, continuity, similarity,
difference and significance (A01);
• analyse and evaluate appropriate source material,
primary and/or contemporary to the period, within
its historical context (A02); and
• analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical
context, different ways in which aspects of the
past have been interpreted (A03).

History develops the ability to undertake independent
research and promotes analytical and problem-solving
skills, as well as verbal and written communication skills.
History appeals to students who are interested in
exploring the different reasons why particular events and
phenomena take place.

