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We support Learners
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everything we do across the entire curriculum.

We are Local
CCEA is Northern Ireland’s awarding body – 
we understand local needs for local learners.

We are Listening
CCEA listens to its customers to ensure 
better outcomes for learners through 
developing relevant, high quality and 
innovative specifications.
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Contact Us
If you have a query or require advice or guidance, 
please contact:

Subject Officer with overall responsibility 
for this specification
Jill Armer
(028) 9026 1200 ext. 2426
jarmer@ccea.org.uk

Specification Support Officer
Arlene Ashfield
(028) 9026 1200 ext. 2291
aashfield@ccea.org.uk

Go to www.ccea.org.uk/therevision to download the most
up-to-date version of the Economics Specification

Supporting You
The following resources are available to support this 
specification:

• our Economics microsite at www.ccea.org.uk where 
we will publish as many of our support materials as 
possible;

• specimen assessment materials; and
• guidance notes for teachers.

We also intend to provide:

• past papers and mark schemes;
• Chief Examiner’s reports;
• schemes of work;
• centre support visits;
• support days for teachers;
• a resource list; and
• exemplification of standards.

For first teaching from September 2016
For first award of AS level in summer 2017

For first award of A level in summer 2018
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Specification Snapshot
Economics

Content Content Summary Assessment Weightings
AS 1: 
Markets and 
Market Failure

How market forces of supply and 
demand interact to allocate resources 

Evaluating government intervention

Written examination
1 hr 30 minutes 

(80 marks)
 
Including short answer questions; one 
data response and one essay question

50% of AS

20% of A level

AS 2: 
Managing 
the National 
Economy

Analysing change in the economy 
using the basic aggregate 
demand-side and supply-side policies 
to achieve macroeconomic objectives

Written examination
1 hr 30 minutes

(80 marks)

Including short answer questions; one 
data response and one essay question

50% of AS

20% of A level

A2 1: 
Business 
Economics 

Examining the number and size of 
businesses, and the level of 
contestability 

Considering how firms grow by 
investigating organic growth, mergers 
and takeovers

Written examination
2 hours 

(90 marks)

Including short answer questions, case 
study questions and one essay question

30% of A level

A2 2: 
Managing the 
Economy in a 
Global World

Investigating the significance of 
globalisation, international trade, 
the balance of payments and 
exchange rates

Written examination
2 hours 

(90 marks)

Including short answer questions, case 
study questions and one essay question

30% of A level

Overview
Economics addresses some of the most pressing questions that society faces today. 
It looks at the market and how it provides for society’s needs and wants. It examines 
how individuals and businesses manage their resources, and the need for government 
intervention. The issues of regulation in the financial sector are investigated and global 
environmental issues and their potential solutions are reviewed.

The study of economics opens up a wide range of opportunities for further education 
and careers and provides students with a valuable toolkit of concepts, ideas and 
techniques to help them develop their problem-solving and thinking skills.

Specification Summary
The content of the AS units provides students with a good understanding of how 
market forces of supply and demand work at both a micro and macro level, and an 
understanding of why government intervenes. 

At A2 level, students will develop their understanding of economic concepts by 
studying the implications of price and output decisions, and the importance of trade 
and globalisation. They will have the opportunity to investigate the factors affecting 
the growth of developing economies and the nature and effectiveness of government 
policies in a global economy. 

Benefits to Students
Economics combines well with other subjects, from social sciences to languages, and 
with vocational subjects such as engineering, manufacturing and business. The study of 
economics provides a number of key benefits to students including:

• providing opportunities to work with other students in teams and to communicate 
ideas orally and in writing;

• the opportunity to apply numerical skills, and use information technology, to develop 
their problem-solving abilities and study skills; and

• providing a wide range of opportunities for further and higher education and 
rewarding careers.

3
Why Teach Economics?
Economics gives students a valuable toolkit of concepts, ideas and techniques. This allows them to critically investigate 
and analyse problems, evaluate information and evidence and arrive at reasoned conclusions and judgements. 

The subject provides numerous opportunities for students to communicate ideas orally and in writing, apply numerical 
skills and use information and communication technology to access, interpret and analyse data. 

Economics opens up a wide range of opportunities for further and higher education and interesting and rewarding 
careers. It also combines well with other social sciences and the humanities, with foreign languages, with mathematics 
and sciences and with vocational subjects such as engineering, manufacturing and business.


