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better outcomes for learners through 
developing relevant, high quality and 
innovative specifications.
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Art and Design
Specification Snapshot

Supporting You
The following resources are available to support this 
specification:

Our Art and Design microsite at www.ccea.org.uk, where 
we will publish as many of our support materials as 
possible:
• specimen assessment materials; and
• guidance notes for teachers.

We intend to provide:
• past papers and mark schemes;
• Chief Examiner’s reports;
• schemes of work;
• ideas and resources for creative lessons;
• centre support visits;
• workshops for teachers;
• agreement trials;
• a resource list;
• exemplification of standards; and
• student guidance materials.

Go to www.ccea.org.uk/therevision to download the most
up-to-date version of the Art and Design Specification



Specification Snapshot
Art and Design

Overview
The specification builds on the broad objectives of the Northern Ireland Curriculum. First teaching 
is from September 2016 with first AS awards for the specification in 2017 and the first A level 
awards in 2018. 

It is designed to broaden and deepen knowledge, skills and contextual understanding of a range 
of art, craft and design disciplines.

Students can take:

• the AS course as a final qualification; or
• the AS units plus the A2 units for a full GCE A level qualification.

The full advanced GCE award is based on students’ marks from the AS (40%) and A2 (60%).        
The guided learning hours for this specification, as for all, are:

• 180 hours for AS level award; and
• 360 hours for A2 level award.

Specification Summary
The revised GCE Art and Design is available at two levels, AS and A2. It is available as a General Art 
and Design (combined studies qualification) or as a specialism in Photography and Lens Based 
Media, Three Dimensional Design or Textiles. 

There are four units – two at AS level and two at A2 level:

AS 1 : Experimental Portfolio A2 1:  Personal and Critical Investigation

AS 2 : Personal Response A2 2: Thematic Outcome

Content Content Summary Assessment Weightings
AS 1:
Experimental 
Portfolio

Theme based: students explore, 
experiment develop and record 
knowledge, understanding skills
and ideas.

Teacher assessment 
with external moderation; 
AOS 1,2,3

50% of AS
20% of A level

AS 2:
Personal Response

Theme based: students produce a final 
outcome/outcomes.

Teacher assessment with 
external moderation; AO4 more 
heavily weighted than AOS 1,2,3

50% of AS
20% of A level

A2 1:
Personal and Critical 
Investigation

Theme based: students research, 
explore and produce 1000–2000 word 
written investigation combined with 
practical development.

Written element externally 
assessed

Teacher assessment with 
external moderation of 
practical investigation; 
AOS 1,2,3

20% of A2
12% of A level 

40% of A2
24% of A level

60% of A2
36% of A level

A2 2:
Thematic Outcome

Themed based: students produce a 
final outcome/outcomes.

Teacher assessment with 
external moderation; AO4 more 
heavily weighted than 1,2,3

40% of A2
24% of A level

Benefits to Students
Studying art and design helps develop key transferable skills and qualities which are highly 
sought after by employers. These include creativity, problem-solving, resilience, imagination, 
empathy and innovation. It also promotes: 
• independent learning;
• personal development and motivation;
• the ability to find alternative approaches and take risks in creative pursuits; and
• aesthetic and intellectual capacities. 

Higher order thinking skills such as researching, analysing and reflecting are fundamental to this 
qualification. 

It provides students with opportunities to develop key skills needed for the world of work, 
Further and Higher Education and provides a pathway to a future career in a 
creative or cultural industries-related field.

Why Teach Art and Design?
The creative and cultural industries are a fast-growing area of the economy and are key to economic success. Northern 
Ireland and the UK have an  established reputation in these industries.  

The study of art and design creates a pathway to a future career in a creative or cultural industries related field.

Art and design encourages students to make personal connections, explore their identity, and develop their philosophical 
and spiritual understanding.


