
1

FACTFILE: 
GCSE 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

   TOPIC 5 – The role of the Church in Contemporary Society 

Learning outcomes:
Students should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and critically evaluate:

Topic Unit 1

The Christian 
Church

Unit 2a

Focus on the 
Catholic Church

Unit 2b

Focus on the 
Protestant 

Church

How the Christian 
Church contributes to 
the local community 

and community 
cohesion

The challenge to the 
Christian Church of 
changing moral and 

social trends

The role of the church in contemporary society

How the Christian Church contributes to the local community and 
community cohesion
Christian Churches contribute to the local community in several ways:
• Preaching and teaching the Word of God and 

celebrating the sacraments with the members of the 
community.

• Members of the Church can visit the sick and needy 
in the community or organise fundraising activities to 
encourage community spirit e.g. food banks.

• Churches can organise retreats, pilgrimages and inter 
faith projects.

✓ ✓

✓

✓

✓ ✓
©

 G
et

ty
 im

ag
es



FACTFILE:  GCE HISTORY OF ART / ARCHITECTUREFACTFILE:  GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

2

©
 G

et
ty

 im
ag

es

Churches also contribute to community cohesion. Community cohesion describes the ability of a 
community to be inclusive. A cohesive community will be a united one and supportive towards people of all 
cultures, ethnicities, identities and beliefs. Community cohesion is important as we live in multicultural and 
multireligious communities.

Christians believe that it is important to promote unity because Jesus taught that people should treat others 
as they would like to be treated, that Christians should ‘love their neighbour’. It is therefore a Christian duty 
to respect and care for others. Sectarian divisions have led to fear and conflict whereas united communities 
help build bridges and create a more peaceful future. 

Churches can reach out to all members of the community and bring about a shared sense of belonging in 
the following ways:
• Welcome signs and prayer booklets in a variety of languages to show that all people are welcomed.
• Hold occasional Church services in the language of a minority group or have cultural events celebrating 

different cultures through food, dance and music.
• Hold fundraising activities for local charities which support people of all cultures or organise charity events 

e.g. lunches for pensioners.
• Speak out against 

injustices such as racism 
or hold anti-racism events.

• Churches could run parent 
and toddler groups or 
after school clubs for 
young people from the 
community to help people 
mix in a safe environment.

• Churches could promote 
the work of organisations 
that support community 
cohesion such as 
Corrymeela or Knocklayd.
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The Corrymeela Community
Corrymeela was founded in the 1960’s by Ray Davey and continues to provide opportunities for Catholics 
and Protestants to meet and talk together, to build mutual respect and understanding and develop cross 
community relations. 

Corrymeela is for people of all ages and Christian traditions who are committed to the healing of social, 
religious and political divisions that exist in Northern Ireland. They support those affected by violence or 
injustice and promote peace and reconciliation. 

TASK
Research the work of one of the following Christian organisations who work in local communities to provide 
care for those who need it:

The Salvation Army https://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/ireland

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society https://www.svp.ie/home.aspx
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Christian Unity
The Ecumenical Movement has encouraged different Christian denominations to work together for a 
more peaceful future. The different Churches in Northern Ireland communicate on a range of issues, attend 
interdenominational events and fully respect each other’s differences. 

It is important to promote Christianity unity for several reasons:
• The Early Church were united, and Christians today should try to follow their example and work together in 

unity.
• A unified church would create a stronger faith and churches could be more effective at serving the needs 

of their local community if they worked together. 
• The Church should be united to fulfil Jesus’ prayer in John 17:20-22, “that all of them may be one.”
• Greater unity would encourage churches to discuss their theological differences and find ways of resolving 

differences or have a better understanding of their different beliefs.
• A unified church could help create an atmosphere where people of different traditions can share their faith 

with each other and have greater mutual respect for one another.

The challenge to the Christian Church of changing moral and social 
trends
The Christian Church faces many challenges in society. There is a decline in the number of people attending 
church services and in people who profess and practise a religion. People have become more cynical and 
religious views in general are becoming less important in the modern era.

Attitudes towards moral issues are also changing as society becomes increasingly secular and more liberal 
in their approach to moral issues. Christian Churches have come under criticism for having what some 
consider to be ‘outdated’ views on a range of issues such as: 
• Legalising abortion
• Equal marriage
• Sex before marriage
• Contraception
• New reproductive 

technologies
• Gender issues
• Divorce

TASK
In small groups research 
Christian teaching on 
some of the moral issues 
listed above. 

Do you think this 
teaching is relevant in 
the twenty first century? ©
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Do Churches still have an important role to play in society?

YES NO

The moral values promoted by Churches are from 
the Bible and will always be relevant as the Bible 
is the Word of God. These values are important for 
everyone and contribute to a better society e.g. 
love your neighbour as yourself.

The moral values promoted in the Bible are 
considered outdated by many people in society 
and make society less tolerant e.g. views on 
homosexuality. Such values should not be forced 
on individuals in an increasingly secular society.

Church based organisations continue to make a 
positive contribution to society by helping the 
needy e.g. The Salvation Army and the St Vincent 
de Paul Society.

Recent scandals within Churches have turned 
many people away from religion and more people 
are now unwilling to accept the moral authority of 
Churches. 

Churches can provide people with guidance on 
a range of modern moral issues e.g. attitudes 
towards abortion and teaching on the sanctity of 
life, same sex marriages and euthanasia, etc.

There is disagreement among different Christian 
Churches e.g. different attitudes towards abortion, 
divorce and contraception. Therefore, religious 
views can be controversial and divide society.

TASKS
Answer the following questions:

1. Describe the ways in which the Christian Church can contribute to the local community.

2. Explain how a Christian organisation you have studied can make a positive impact on society.

3. Outline some moral issues that challenge the Church today.

4. Do you think the Church is successful in addressing social and moral challenges faced by Christians  
 today? Give reasons for your answer.

http://ccea.org.uk/biology/

