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Learning outcomes:
Students should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and critically evaluate:
• The key events surrounding Jesus’ death and resurrection.
• The meaning and significance of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

The death and resurrection of Jesus
Chapters 11 to 16 of Mark’s Gospel record the events during the final week of Jesus’ life, from his triumphant 
entry into Jerusalem (Mark 11:1-11) to his resurrection (Mark 16:1-8). Before looking at this section in 
detail it is important to recall two points:
1. Jesus has already predicted his suffering, death and resurrection on several occasions e.g. Mark 8:31.
2. The Jewish authorities have already been plotting to kill Jesus from much earlier in Mark’s Gospel e.g. 

Mark 3:6.

   TOPIC 4 – THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS
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JESUS GOES TO THE TEMPLE 
(MARK 11:15-19)

We are informed in Mark 11:11 
that Jesus went to the Temple 
when he entered Jerusalem on 
Palm Sunday. It was late and he 
didn’t stay long but he returned 
soon afterwards (11:12).

The Temple in Jerusalem was 
the most important place for 
Jews to worship and it was a 
place where Jews could offer 
sacrifices to God to atone or 
to say sorry for their sins. The 
Temple had an outer court 
also known as the Court of 
Gentiles. In this area of the 
Temple, animals were sold for 
sacrifice. Money changers also 
exchanged coins with Caesar’s head on them to coins that could be used in the Temple – the Emperor Caesar 
was hailed as a god by the Romans and the Jews wouldn’t allow images of false gods in the Temple.

In the Old Testament book of Malachi (3:1) it is written that the Messiah would visit the Temple: ‘I will send 
my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his 
temple.’ Jesus’ visit to the Temple was seen as fulfilment of Malachi’s prophecy.

Jesus was angry because the ordinary Jewish people were being overcharged for buying sacrificial animals 
and for exchanging money. He was angry because religion was being used to exploit people and to make 
money. As a result, ‘He overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the benches of those selling doves.’ 
(Mark 11:15)

Jesus quotes Isaiah 56:7 to inform people about how the Temple should be used: “My house will be called a 
house of prayer for all nations.” Jesus also refers to Jeremiah 7:11 to express his opinion on how they have 
shown disrespect for the Temple: “You have turned it into a hideout for thieves.” (Mark 11:17)

This incident caused even more conflict with the Jewish religious leaders and ‘they began looking for a way 
to kill him.’ (Mark 11:18)

THE PLOT AGAINST JESUS (MARK 14:1-2)

Mark has recorded the Jewish authorities plotting against Jesus from very early in his mission. However, the 
conflict between Jesus and the Jewish authorities has intensified and two days before the Passover ‘the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law were scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him.’ (Mark 14:1)

JUDAS AGREES TO BETRAY JESUS (MARK 14:10-11)

Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them. They were delighted 
to hear this and promised to give him money. So he watched for an opportunity to hand him over.

The reason behind Judas’ betrayal is unclear. Judas may have betrayed Jesus for money, or he may have 
been disappointed when he realised that Jesus wasn’t the type of Messiah he expected and wasn’t going to 
lead a rebellion against the Romans. Luke’s Gospel records that Satan tempted Judas and made him betray 
Jesus (Luke 22:3). Others believe that Judas was carrying out God’s work as Jesus’ death was part of God’s 
plan.
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THE PASSOVER MEAL AND THE LAST SUPPER 
(MARK 14:12-26)

Jews celebrated the Passover Meal to remember the night 
the ancient Israelites, led by Moses, escaped from slavery 
in Egypt. It was and continues to be a very symbolic meal 
for Jewish people. As Jews, Jesus and the disciples would 
have considered this to be a very important religious event 
and careful preparations were made (Mark 14:12-16). 
Jesus knew that this would be his meal which adds to the 
significance of the event. 

When they began to eat, Jesus made the apostles aware 
that one of them would betray him. They were saddened 
and individually said to Jesus “Surely you don’t mean me.” (Mark 14:19) Jesus responded by saying:

“It is one of the Twelve, one who dips bread into the bowl with me. The Son of Man will go just as it is written 
about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been 
born.” (Mark 14:20-21)

The meal continued and Jesus spoke about his own suffering and death as he blessed the bread and wine.

Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; 
this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and they all drank 
from it. “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said to them. “Truly I tell 
you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of 
God.” (Mark 14:22-25)

Jesus’ words indicate that his body and blood will be given as a sacrifice for the sake of humanity. His death 
is understood as atonement or compensation for human sin. At Passover the Jews could sacrifice a lamb to 
atone for their sins. Christians no longer need to do this but instead remember Jesus’ sacrifice as the ‘Lamb 
of God’ who takes away the sins of the world. Jesus’ death forms a new covenant or agreement between God 
and humanity allowing all people to receive God’s forgiveness.

When the meal was finished, they sung a hymn and then went out to the Mount of Olives.
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JESUS PREDICTS PETER’S DENIAL (MARK 14:27-31)

Jesus had a conversation with the apostles, and he mentioned three key points:
1. That the disciples would run away. Jesus added that this was the fulfilment of Zechariah 13:7 “I will 

strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.”
2. That after his resurrection the risen Jesus will go to Galilee and see them there.
3. That Peter would deny Jesus three times before the cock crows twice. Peter was shocked by the 

suggestion and said he’d sooner die with Jesus than disown him. 

THE EVENTS IN THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE (MARK 14:32-50)

Jesus arrived at Gethsemane at the Mount of Olives and took Peter, 
James and John with him. Jesus was distressed and troubled and 
Mark’s Gospel clearly portrays Jesus’ humanity throughout this 
narrative. He asked Peter, James and John to keep watch while he 
prayed to his Father. He referred to his Father as ‘abba’ and asked 
that the ‘cup’ of suffering he was about to endure was taken away 
from him. However, Jesus added that he was willing to do what 
God wanted, even if that involved his suffering and death: “Abba, 
Father,”he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from 
me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” (Mark 14:36)

Jesus asked Peter, James and John to stay awake to be there for 
him in his time of need. However, they could not, and Jesus found 
them sleeping on three occasions. On the first occasion he is angry 
with Peter “The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak” (Mark 14:38). 
On the final occasion, Jesus appears to have accepted his fate: “Are 
you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The hour has come. Look, 
the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. Rise! Let us 
go! Here comes my betrayer!” (Mark 14:41-42)

Judas appeared with a crowd armed with swords and clubs to arrest Jesus and Judas identified Jesus to 
them by kissing him. When Jesus was arrested, one of his followers cut off the High Priest’s servant’s ear. 
Jesus asked them why they didn’t arrest him during the day but added that “the scriptures must be fulfilled.” 
(Mark 14:49) The disciples ran away and left Jesus just as he said they would. (Mark 14:27) 

JESUS BEFORE THE JEWISH COUNCIL (MARK 14:53-65)

Jesus was put on trial by the Jewish authorities. The Sanhedrin was the Jewish Council led by the High Priest. 
False evidence against Jesus was presented but Jesus remained silent which reflects the words of Isaiah 53: 
‘he was treated harshly and never said a word’. Mark writes that ‘the high priest stood up before them and 
asked Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” 
But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer.’ (Mark 14:60-61)

Jesus was charged with blasphemy or speaking disrespectfully about God and the high priest asked him 
directly “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” (Mark 14:61)

Jesus didn’t reject the charge and replied “I am, and you will all see the Son of Man seated on the right hand 
of the Almighty and coming with the clouds of heaven.” (Mark 14:62) The High Priest responded by tearing 
his robes to express his anger at hearing the blasphemy.

The Sanhedrin agreed that Jesus should be put to death (the punishment for blasphemy was death by 
stoning according to Leviticus 24:16) and they spat at him, blindfolded him and beat him. However, the 
Jewish authorities didn’t have the power to pass the death penalty so they had to send Jesus to the Roman 
authorities to be sentenced.
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Many people comment on how unfair Jesus’ trial was. Trials weren’t allowed to take place at night, yet Jesus’ 
did. Jesus didn’t have a defence and he was outnumbered by those who were against him. Contradictory and 
false evidence was presented. Jesus was also beaten and mocked at the trial making it unfair because Jesus 
was intimidated. 

THE ROMAN TRIAL AND MOCKING (MARK 15:1-20)

The Roman authorities weren’t concerned about the religious charge of blasphemy, so the Jewish leaders 
changed the charge to a political one when they brought Jesus to the Roman governor, Pilate. Treason is 
the crime of trying to overthrow a government and by saying that Jesus claimed to be the ‘King of the Jews’ 
or Messiah, the Jewish leaders made the case that Jesus could lead a rebellion against the Romans and 
threaten their rule.

Pilate asked Jesus “Are you the King of the Jews?” and Jesus answered, “You have said so.” (Mark 15:2) As in 
the previous trial, Jesus remained silent and didn’t respond to Pilate’s other questions. Pilate was amazed 
and didn’t see Jesus as a threat to Roman rule. Rather than immediately charge Jesus or release him, Pilate 
gave the people the choice of who should be released, as was the custom at Passover according to Mark. The 
crowd were given the option of having Jesus released or Barabbas (someone who had caused riots and had 
committed murder) but the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Barabbas released instead of Jesus. The 
trial comes to an end by the crowd shouting for Barabbas to be released and Jesus to be crucified:

“What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked them. “Crucify him!” they 
shouted. “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 
Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over 
to be crucified. (Mark 15:12-15)

Pilate wanted to avoid a riot and maintain Roman rule in Judaea, so he gave into the crowd. Jerusalem was 
busy during Passover and Pilate’s soldiers would have been outnumbered. Jesus was led away and was 
mocked as a king by the soldiers. 
• They put a purple robe on him.
• They set a crown of thorns on his head.
• They called out “Hail King of the Jews”.
• They struck him on the head with a staff and spat on him.
• They fell on their knees and paid homage to him.

Once again, there are parallels between what happened to Jesus and what was recorded in Isaiah from the 
Old Testament: ‘I offered my back to those who beat me … I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.’ 
(Isaiah 50:6)

When the soldiers were finished, they removed the purple robe, put Jesus’ own clothes back on and led Jesus 
out to be crucified.
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JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION AND DEATH (MARK 15:21-41)

Simon was forced to help Jesus carry his cross to 
the place of crucifixion called Golgotha or ‘the place 
of the skull’. Jesus refused to drink the wine mixed 
with myrrh, so he would have felt the full pain of the 
crucifixion. Those crucifying him divided his clothes 
among themselves and they placed Jesus between two 
criminals. The charge against Jesus or the reason why 
he was crucified was recorded as ‘THE KING OF THE 
JEWS’. 

Once again, Jesus is mocked by those present at the 
crucifixion:
• Passers-by hurled insults at him: “So! You who are 

going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, come down from the cross and save yourself!”
• The chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him: “He saved others, but he can’t save himself! 

Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.”
• Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him.

Jesus was crucified at nine in the morning and at noon there was darkness until three o’clock when Jesus 
cried out his final words. Mark records Jesus’ words in Aramaic, the language spoken by Jesus:

“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”
(which means “My God, My God, why did you abandon me?”)
(Mark 15:34)

Jesus’ cry of dereliction or despair reflects Psalm 22:1 and suggests that Jesus felt deserted by his Father. 

Mark records that two things happened at the very moment of Jesus’ death:
(1) The curtain of the Temple was torn in two. The curtain was a barrier that separated the most sacred 

part of the Temple (The Holy of Holies) from the people. The tearing of the curtain indicates that the 
barrier to God has been removed by the death of Jesus. In other words, Jesus’ death has removed sin and 
has brought people closer to God. 

(2) The centurion standing in front of Jesus saw how Jesus died and proclaimed, “Surely this man was the 
Son of God.” (Mark 15:39) The centurion was a Gentile and this reference implies that Jesus’ death was 
significant for all people, not just Jews.

This section of Mark’s Gospel ends with a note that the women who had followed Jesus from Galilee were 
watching from a distance. Their presence at the crucifixion is in sharp contrast to the absence of Jesus’ male 
disciples who have abandoned Jesus. 

The meaning and significance of Jesus’ death for Christians today
Jesus’ death is important for several reasons:
• Jesus’ teaching about his mission as a suffering servant has now been fulfilled. On several occasions (e.g. 

Mark 8:31) Jesus taught that he would suffer and die for the sake of others. This has now come true.
• Jesus’ death marks the beginning of the New Covenant as promised by Jesus at the Last Supper, when his 

blood would be poured out for many. 
• Jesus’ death helps Christians understand that Jesus was the suffering Messiah referred to in the Old 

Testament who would die to atone for the sins of humanity. For example, Isaiah 53:8 states that “He was 
put to death for the sins of our people.” 

• Some Christians believe that Jesus’ suffering can comfort them and give them hope during their time of 
suffering and despair. 
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JESUS’ BURIAL (MARK 15:42-47)

Mark’s Gospel provides evidence that Jesus had really died. When Joseph asked Pilate for Jesus’ body 
for burial, Mark records that a centurion was sent to verify that Jesus was dead. Only then is Jesus’ body 
released to Joseph. Once again, the women from Galilee are witnesses to the events:

So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut 
out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother 
of Joseph saw where he was laid. (Mark 15:46-47)

JESUS’ RESURRECTION (MARK 16:1-8)

Mark describes the discovery of the empty tomb on Sunday morning as follows:

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that 
they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were 
on their way to the tomb and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the 
tomb?” But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. As 
they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they 
were alarmed. “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has 
risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, He is going ahead 
of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’” Trembling and bewildered, the women went 
out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid. (Mark 16:1-8)

The meaning and significance of Jesus’ resurrection for Christians today
Jesus’ resurrection is important for a number of reasons:
• The event shows that Jesus is the Son of God – only someone with God’s power could defeat death. 
• It shows that everything Jesus taught was true. He taught that he would suffer and die but rise again on 

the third day. This teaching came true on Easter Sunday.
• The event proves that there is life after death and that death is something that shouldn’t be feared. It 

comforts Christians because it lets them know that death is not the end and that they can be reunited with 
their loved ones in the next life.
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Did Jesus’ resurrection really happen?

Yes No

Each gospel has a similar account of the empty 
tomb. Mark’s Gospel makes it very clear that 
Jesus had really died. The Roman officer had 
checked that this was the case before Jesus’ body 
was given to Joseph. It is also beyond doubt, 
according to each Gospel that the tomb was 
empty on the Sunday morning.

Maybe Jesus hadn’t really died. He was in a coma 
when he was placed in the tomb but recovered 
and escaped. Early Christians invented the 
idea that he rose from the dead to add to his 
reputation as the Messiah.

Many of the first disciples died as martyrs. They 
wouldn’t go through torture and death if they 
weren’t convinced that Jesus was who he said he 
was. Only the resurrection could have given them 
such a strong faith.

The disciples could have stolen his corpse and 
invented the story about the resurrection because 
they had given everything up for Jesus and 
couldn’t live with the idea of having sacrificed 
everything for nothing. 

The women paid careful attention to where Jesus’ 
body was placed. It is unlikely that the group of 
women would have the same hallucination, so 
their experience must have been real.

The women were so full of grief that they went 
to the wrong tomb on Sunday morning, or they 
hallucinated due to their grief and thought they 
saw and heard a man dressed in a white robe.

TASKS
Answer the following questions:

1. Retell Mark’s account of the trial of Jesus before the Jewish council.

2. Explain why the trials of Jesus were unfair.

3. Describe the release of Barabbas and the mockery of Jesus by the Roman soldiers.

4. Explain why the suffering and death of Jesus is important for Christians.

5. Why is the resurrection important for Christians today?

6. “Belief in Jesus’ resurrection is difficult in the 21st century.” Do you agree with this statement? Give 
reasons for your answer.

http://ccea.org.uk/biology/

