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Learning outcomes:
Students should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of, and critically evaluate:
• The healing miracles Jesus performed taking account of their controversial nature.
• The contemporary meaning and significance of the healing miracles.

Jesus the miracle worker
Miracles are defined as supernatural events with a divine cause, events which show that God has intervened 
in human affairs to bring about a beneficial result. Miracles highlight God’s power and the compassion he 
has towards humanity. Throughout Mark’s Gospel, Jesus performs different types of miracles such as healing 
miracles, nature miracles and miracles where the dead are brought back to life. 

   TOPIC 2 – JESUS THE MIRACLE WORKER
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The healing miracles in Mark’s Gospel
A MAN WITH AN EVIL SPIRIT (MARK 1:21-28)
• Jesus was in the synagogue at Capernaum on the Sabbath day and the people were amazed at his 

teaching because he taught with such authority.
• He is confronted by a man with an evil spirit. The impure spirit is aware of Jesus’ identity as the Messiah:  

“I know who you are – the Holy One of God.”
• Jesus commanded the impure spirit to leave the man and it did so immediately. Again, the people were 

amazed by Jesus’ authority.
• This miracle shows Jesus’ power over evil. In this account, the people are amazed by Jesus’ words and 

actions and news about him spread throughout Galilee.

JESUS HEALS MANY PEOPLE (MARK 1:29-34)
• Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon and Andrew. Simon’s mother-in-law had a fever 

and Jesus healed her. Mark makes it clear that the cure was immediate due to the power of Jesus – as soon 
as she is healed, she began to wait on them. (Mk 1:31)

• Jesus’ healing on the Sabbath was very controversial. In the 10 Commandments, God instructed the Jews 
to ‘Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.’ (Exodus 20:8) Work wasn’t allowed to be carried out on 
the Sabbath yet in this instance, Jesus puts human need above the Jewish Sabbath regulations.

• After the Sabbath had ended, people brought all the sick and demon possessed to Jesus. Jesus healed 
many people from disease and drove out many demons. He wouldn’t let the demons speak because he 
wanted to keep his identity a secret. 

A MAN WITH A DREADED SKIN DISEASE (MARK 1:40-45)
• On another occasion, a man with leprosy begged Jesus to 

heal him. His condition was contagious and resulted in him 
being treated as an outcast in society. In Jewish society, it 
was believed that lepers were ritually unclean e.g. A person 
who has a dreaded skin disease must wear torn clothes … 
and call out “Unclean, unclean!”’ (Leviticus 13:45-46)

• The man had great faith in Jesus and knew Jesus has the 
power to help him: “If you are willing, you can make me 
clean.” (Mark 1:40)

• Jesus was filled with pity for the man and despite making 
himself ‘unclean’, Jesus touched the man.

• Once again, Jesus showed that he had the power to immediately heal the person. Despite Jesus sending 
him away asking him not to tell anyone, the man spread the news about his healing and people started 
coming to see Jesus from everywhere. 

A PARALYSED MAN 
(MARK 2:1-12) 
• Jesus was so popular 

that crowds were 
gathering round him. 
The faith of the men 
was such that they 
were not deterred by 
the crowds, and they 
took their friend to the 
roof of the house, dug 
through the roof, and 
lowered the man down 
to Jesus.
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• Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the man “Son, your sins are forgiven.” (Mark 2:5) In Jewish society at the 
time of Jesus, illness was seen as a punishment from God so Jesus must make the man right with God 
again before he can be healed.

• Jesus’ statement caused controversy between Jesus and the Jewish leaders. They believed that only 
God could forgive sins and didn’t believe that Jesus was God. Therefore, they believe Jesus is guilty of 
blasphemy – the offence of speaking disrespectfully about God.

• Jesus knew what they were thinking and told the man that he, “the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins.” (Mark 2:10) Jesus told the man to pick up his mat and go. Many people were amazed and 
praised God. However, this account marks the beginning of the conflict between Jesus and the religious 
leaders that would eventually lead to Jesus’ death.

A MAN WITH A PARALYSED HAND (MARK 3:1-6)
• On this occasion Jesus performed another miracle on the Sabbath and there was more controversy with 

the Jewish authorities. Mark informs his readers that the Pharisees were in the synagogue watching Jesus, 
looking for a reason to accuse him of breaking one of their laws.

• Faith in Jesus doesn’t appear to be necessary for the man to be healed in this incident. The man with 
the paralysed hand doesn’t directly show faith in Jesus but Jesus heals him to indicate that the Sabbath 
should be used to do good and to save a life, rather than make life more difficult for people.

• The Jews disagreed with Jesus and believed that the Sabbath was a day of rest for them in the same way 
that God had a day of rest after creation: ‘God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he 
rested from all the work of creating that he had done.’ (Genesis 2:2-3) The Pharisees, angry that Jesus has 
disrespected their laws, left the synagogue and plotted to kill Jesus.

JAIRUS’ DAUGHTER (MARK 5:21-24, 35-43)
• Jairus’ faith in Jesus is such that he knows 

Jesus has the power to help his daughter. 
On the way to Jairus’ house, they 
receive the message that the girl 
has died yet Jesus encourages 
Jairus: “Don’t be afraid; just 
believe.” (Mark 5:36)

• When they arrive at Jairus’ 
house, Jesus is immediately 
able to restore the girl to life 
and so this account highlights 
Jesus’ divinity as he has power over 
death. 

• This story gives another example of the 
Messianic Secret – ‘Jesus gave strict orders not 
to let anyone know about this.’ (Mark 5:43)

A WOMAN WITH A HAEMORRHAGE (MARK 5:25-34)
• The importance of faith is also the central message presented by this healing miracle. Jesus is on the way 

to Jairus’ house and is touched by the woman who has been suffering for 12 years. Jesus’ healing power is 
contracted with the failure of many doctors who had tried to treat her but failed.

• In Jewish society, this woman would have been considered unclean due to the constant bleeding she 
suffered from. However, Jesus’ compassion for the woman transcends the Jewish Law. This miracle also 
shows followers of Jesus that Jesus’ mission was universal in nature – he had come to help all people. 
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THE SYRO-PHOENICIAN WOMAN’S DAUGHTER (MARK 7:24-30)
• The universal nature of Jesus’ mission is again evident from this account. The woman whose daughter 

Jesus heals is a non-Jew or Gentile. This miracle promotes the idea that the Kingdom of God is for all 
people, not just the Jews. 

• In the account, Jesus tests the woman’s faith by saying “it is not right to take the children’s bread and 
toss it to the dogs.” (Mark 7:27) Her response, “even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs” 
(Mark 7:28) highlighted her belief that Jesus was sent to help all people and consequently Jesus heals her 
daughter.

A BOY WITH AN EVIL SPIRIT (MARK 9:14-29)
• When Jesus, Peter, James and John return after the 

Transfiguration, they witness an argument between the 
teachers of the law and the other apostles. The apostles 
couldn’t drive out the evil spirit that was causing the boy 
to take seizures. Jesus refers to them as “an unbelieving 
generation” (Mark 9:19) and adds that “everything is 
possible for one who believes” (Mark 9:23), showing the 
connection between faith and healing.

• After the miracle and when he was alone with the 
disciples, Jesus informed them that they could only 
improve their faith through prayer. 

The contemporary meaning and significance of Jesus’ healing miracles
Christians today learn a lot about Jesus from the healing miracles. 
• The miracles prove that Jesus was the Son of God. Jesus is all-powerful and can heal, cast out evil spirits 

and bring people back from the dead. In the Old Testament, God told Ezekiel that he would bring the dead 
back to life: ‘You, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from 
them.’ (Ezekiel 37:13)

• Jesus is compassionate towards those in need. He is always willing to put the needs of people before the 
strict rules put in place by the Jewish religious leaders.

• Jesus showed no prejudice – he healed outcasts, men and women, Jews and Gentiles. The miracles provide 
evidence that Jesus treated all people as equals and that his mission was universal.

• The miracles indicate that Jesus was sent to serve others and not to be served as a king. It is clear from the 
stories when Jesus asked people to keep their healing a secret, that Jesus did not perform miracles to bring 
fame or glory to himself. 

Many Christians today are influenced by 
the message promoted in Jesus’ miracles.
• Like Jesus, Christians today sacrifice their 

time to reach out to the sick, poor and 
oppressed regardless of race, gender or 
religious beliefs. 

• Many Christians today who are suffering 
believe that they could experience a 
miracle if they have a strong faith in 
Jesus.

• Following Jesus’ advice to the apostles 
that prayer is important, many Christians 
today are devoted to prayer to deepen 
their faith in Jesus.
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Did Jesus’ miracles really happen?

Agree Disagree

Jesus was the Son of God and had unique powers. 
Many people have no doubt that he could have 
healed people by performing miracles.

Some of Jesus’ miracles could be legends about 
key figures in the Old Testament being applied 
to Jesus e.g. Elijah brought a boy back to life and 
Jesus brought Jairus’ daughter back to life.

Peter was an eyewitness to many of the miracles 
performed by Jesus and he was one of Mark’s 
sources. The miracles recorded by Mark must be 
accurate records of what actually happened.

There must be alternative explanations for Jesus’ 
miracles, or they could be simply coincidences. 
For example, the boy with an evil spirit had an 
epileptic fit and it stopped after Jesus arrived.

If miracles still happen today, why can’t Jesus’ 
miracles have happened 2000 years ago? People 
today have experienced healing at Lourdes, for 
example, and doctors can’t explain how people 
have recovered from their illness.

Many people today believe that miracles belong 
to an age of superstition and don’t accept either 
Jesus’ miracles or modern miracles. Most people 
today rely on doctors and science to get better 
rather than faith and prayer.

TASKS
Answer the following questions:

1. Outline the occasion when Jesus heals the man with an evil spirit.

2. Why was the Sabbath important for the Jews?

3. Retell the story of Jesus’ healing of the paralysed man.

4. Using examples from Mark’s Gospel, explain the relationship between faith and healing.

5. What can Christians today learn about Jesus from the healing miracles?

6. “People today find it difficult to believe in miracles.” Do you agree with this statement? Give reasons for 
your answer.
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