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Overview
Like many great innovators, 
Dede Allen’s breakthroughs 
have been so successful 
that we take them for 
granted. However, more so 
than any other post-war 
editor, Allen completely 
altered the manner in which 
mainstream films are edited.

Prior to her radical innovations, editing followed 
a series of straightforward rules; scenes opened 
with wide shots before cutting to medium shots 
and then to close-ups. Dissolves had to be used to 
indicate the passage of time. 

Beginning with her work on The Hustler (1960), 
Allen rejected those norms and introduced new 
rapid cutting tempos, a new non-linear approach to 
scene construction and the concept of pre-lapping, 
a device whereby sound from the beginning of one 
scene might begin in the preceding one.

Her style is perhaps best summed up by the violent 
climax of Bonnie & Clyde (1967), where she uses 
juxtaposition of shot types and of footage shot in 
both slow motion and regular speed.

Some techniques for study and 
exploration:
•  Use of mixing footage shot at different frame 

rates

• Use of pre-lapping, making sound precede picture

• Use of rapid cutting

Some recommended texts:*
The Hustler, Robert Rossen (1961)

Bonnie and Clyde, Arthur Penn (1967)

Little Big Man, Arthur Penn (1970)

Dog Day Afternoon, Sidney Lumet (1975)

*Please note that the filmography of some practitioners 
featuring in the A2 MIA fact file series may include 18 certificate 
films. These films, if significant, may be mentioned in the 
overview to provide career background but will not be listed 
as recommended for study by CCEA. It is the responsibility of 
the teacher to ensure that students only view films with age 
appropriate content and certification. Many films have had their 
certification reviewed in recent years. For more details go to 
www.bbfc.co.uk and use the film certification search function.
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