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ADVANCED PORTFOLIO – PRACTITIONER STUDY
SOUND DESIGNER: WALTER MURCH

FACTFILE:
GCE A2 LEVEL
MOVING IMAGE ARTS

Overview
Though much celebrated 
for his work as an editor, 
Walter Murch is also an 
accomplished sound 
designer and is credited 
with coining the term. He 
also has a single credit as 
director of the dark and 
wildly imaginative Return to 
Oz (1985).

His greatest innovation with regard to sound design 
is the notion of ‘Worldising’, a practice by which 
production audio is recorded or sometimes re-
recorded in order to more accurately reproduce how 
it would actually sound within the real space. So in 
The Conversation (1974), for example, a film about 
surveillance, he made ‘in world’ dialogue of a bugged 
conversation sound more authentic by broadcasting 
his audio through a radio transmitter and then 
recording that signal. The finished audio thus has all 
the analogue distortion one would associate with the 
real thing.

Some techniques for study and 
exploration:
•  Use of worldising telephone conversations, by 

recording the audio output directly from the 
headphone socket of a mobile phone to capture its 
clipped sound

•  Use of worldising diegetic music, by recording 
diegetic music sources (e.g. a record playing 
on a turntable) with the microphone placed at 
a distance from the speaker in order to create a 
sound that feels more authentic, for example in 
American Graffiti, diegetic music was re-recorded 
with the microphones moving towards and away 
again from the playback speakers to reflect the 
movement in the film of the cars moving away 
from and then coming closer again to the sources 
of the sounds

Some recommended texts:*
American Graffiti, George Lucas (1973)

The Conversation, Francis Ford Coppola (1974)

Apocalypse Now, Francis Ford Coppola (1979)

*Please note that the filmography of some practitioners 
featuring in the A2 MIA fact file series may include 18 certificate 
films. These films, if significant, may be mentioned in the 
overview to provide career background but will not be listed 
as recommended for study by CCEA. It is the responsibility of 
the teacher to ensure that students only view films with age 
appropriate content and certification.

Many films have had their certification reviewed in recent 
years. For more details go to www.bbfc.co.uk and use the film 
certification search function.
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