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ADVANCED PORTFOLIO – PRACTITIONER STUDY
DIRECTOR: STEVEN SPIELBERG

FACTFILE:
GCE A2 LEVEL
MOVING IMAGE ARTS

Overview
The most celebrated director of 
our times, Steven Spielberg’s 
work is so well-known and his 
influence so large, that his skills 
as a filmmaker and storyteller 
are often under-rated. In his 
early work he tackled the sort 
of genres that had previously 
been the preserve of B-movies, 
giving us the definitive monster movie with Jaws 
(1975), an intelligent counterpoint to alien invasion 
movies with Close Encounters of the Third Kind (1977) 
and a homage to adventure serials with Raiders of the 
Lost Ark (1981). In his later work, he moved between 
populist blockbusters like Jurassic Park (1993) and 
more serious prestige dramas such as Lincoln (2012) 
and Bridge of Spies (2015).

Some techniques for study and 
exploration:
•  Realist mise-en-scene elements, such as 

cluttered domestic settings, as seen in the family 
kitchen in E.T. (1982)

•  Over-lapping dialogue, as seen throughout Jaws, 
and in particular, in the  town hall scene

•  Use of diffuse backlighting to create atmosphere, 
as seen in E.T. when ET is boarding the alien craft

•  Use of practical lighting effects, throughout Close 
Encounters, for example, in the scene where Roy’s 
truck has a close brush with a low flying alien craft 

•  Framing action within frames within the frame, 
for example in Duel (1971), when we see the main 
character framed through the open door of a 
washing machine

•  Use of sideways tracking shots to follow character 
movement, as seen throughout Saving Private 
Ryan (1998)

•  Use of slow, low angled tracking shots, in which the 
camera moves towards a character

•  Use of staggered zooms, an editing technique 
which cuts together three or more shots of the 
same subject from the same position, each more 
tightly zoomed in than the last

•  Sparing use of editing, allowing scenes to play out 
with minimal editing, as in Jaws where Chief Brody 
receiving a phone call from the medical examiner 
is shot as one moving master shot and just one 
single insert close-up of words being typed

Some recommended texts:*
Close Encounters of the Third Kind (1977)

Jaws (1975)

Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981)

E.T. (1982)

Jurassic Park (1993)

Saving Private Ryan (1998)

*Please note that the filmography of some practitioners 
featuring in the A2 MIA fact file series may include 18 certificate 
films. These films, if significant, may be mentioned in the 
overview to provide career background but will not be listed 
as recommended for study by CCEA. It is the responsibility of 
the teacher to ensure that students only view films with age 
appropriate content and certification.

Many films have had their certification reviewed in recent 
years. For more details go to www.bbfc.co.uk and use the film 
certification search function.
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