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ADVANCED PORTFOLIO – PRACTITIONER STUDY
DIRECTOR: STANLEY KUBRICK

FACTFILE:
GCE A2 LEVEL
MOVING IMAGE ARTS

Overview
A masterful director 
with an extraordinary 
gift for visual invention, 
Stanley Kubrick began his 
career in the media as a 
freelance photographer 
and his understanding of visual storytelling and 
photographic technique informed his subsequent 
career as a writer/director. 

From the 1950’s until his death in 1999, Kubrick 
worked in a range of film genres from black comedy 
and period-drama through to crime thrillers and 
science fiction. Throughout each film, however, he 
returns to the same recurring theme, dehumanisation.

Some techniques for study and 
exploration:
•  Inventive use of tracking shots, sometimes taking 

the technique to previously unexplored extremes, 
such as the jogging astronaut in 2001: A Space 
Odyssey (1968), the official visit to the trenches in 
Paths of Glory (1957), and Danny riding his tricycle 
through the Overlook hotel in The Shining (1980) 

•  Use of wide angle lenses, as seen in The Shining 
to elongate the corridors of the Overlook hotel and 
distort the facial features, in close up, of the actor, 
Jack Nicholson

•  Use of symmetrical framing and rigidly 
symmetrical production design work

Some recommended texts:*
Paths of Glory (1957)

2001: A Space Odyssey (1968)

The Shining (1980)

*Please note that the filmography of some practitioners 
featuring in the A2 MIA fact file series may include 18 certificate 
films. These films, if significant, may be mentioned in the 
overview to provide career background but will not be listed 
as recommended for study by CCEA. It is the responsibility of 
the teacher to ensure that students only view films with age 
appropriate content and certification.

Many films have had their certification reviewed in recent 
years. For more details go to www.bbfc.co.uk and use the film 
certification search function.
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