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ADVANCED PORTFOLIO – PRACTITIONER STUDY
SOUND DESIGNER: SKIP LIEVSAY 

FACTFILE:
GCE A2 LEVEL
MOVING IMAGE ARTS

Overview
Based in New York, Skip 
Lievsay is renowned for his 
work as a supervising sound 
editor, re-recording sound 
mixer and sound designer. 
He has worked on over 150 
films including Gravity 
(2013), for which he received 
an Academy Award. He has 
collaborated with A-list film-makers such as Spike 
Lee and Martin Scorsese but is still perhaps best 
known for his long-standing association with the 
Coen Brothers. In an interview with the Guardian 
newspaper he stated: 

“To be excellent, a sound editor needs not just a sharp, 
trained ear, but also a gift for imagining what a sound 
could do, what someone else might hear.”
Skip Lievsay. (Kisner 2015)

Some techniques for study and 
exploration:
•  Use of panning audio by moving audio from one 

channel to another (e.g from left to right in a 
stereo mix or front to rear in a surround sound mix) 
creating a sense of dynamic motion, for example, 
in radio communication scenes from outside the 
craft in Alfonso Cuarón’s Gravity 

•  Use of exaggerated sound effects for comedic 
effect, for example, throughout his work on the 
Coen Brothers’ comedy films, such as jangles and 
whooshes in Raising Arizona (1987) 

•  Mixing diegetic and non-diegetic music, 
for example playing ‘Danny Boy’ both on a 
gramophone within the film world and as non-
diegetic music once action moves outside the 
house during a gunfight in Miller’s Crossing (1991)

•  Use of mixing to focus audience attention, for 
example in the climax of No Country for Old Men 
(2007) Lievsay deliberately lowers the sound levels 
so that we almost strain to hear cars as they pass 
by, setting us up for the loud crash that happens 
seconds later

Some recommended texts:*
Raising Arizona, Joel Coen & Ethan Coen (1987)

Miller’s Crossing, Joel Coen & Ethan Coen (1991)

Men in Black I and II, Barry Sonnenfeld
(1997 & 2002) 

No Country for Old Men, Joel Coen & Ethan Coen 
(2007)

Gravity, Alfonso Cuaron (2013)
 
I am a Legend, Francis Lawrence (2013)

The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1 and Part 2, 
Francis Lawrence (2014 & 2015)
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*Please note that the filmography of some practitioners 
featuring in the A2 MIA fact file series may include 18 certificate 
films. These films, if significant, may be mentioned in the 
overview to provide career background but will not be listed 
as recommended for study by CCEA. It is the responsibility of 
the teacher to ensure that students only view films with age 
appropriate content and certification.

Many films have had their certification reviewed in recent 
years. For more details go to www.bbfc.co.uk and use the film 
certification search function.
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