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ADVANCED PORTFOLIO – PRACTITIONER STUDY
CINEMATOGRAPHER: ROGER DEAKINS

FACTFILE:
GCE A2 LEVEL
MOVING IMAGE ARTS

Overview
Often cited as the greatest 
cinematographer currently 
working, English-born 
Deakins is a graduate 
of the National Film & 
Television School who first 
made a name for himself 
as a cinematographer of 
documentary films but soon 
transitioned into feature films. He is best known for 
his decades long association with the Coen Brothers, 
having shot all of their films since Barton Fink (1991) 
but he has also worked on mainstream films as 
diverse as A Beautiful Mind (2001) and Skyfall (2012).

In more mainstream assignments, such as the 
James Bond film Skyfall, he uses panoramic 
establishing shots and vivid use of colour to 
generate excitement and intrigue.

His use of moving light sources is also 
extraordinary, such as in The Assassination of 
Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford (2007), 
where the titular outlaw is silhouetted against the 
bright headlamp of an approaching train, or in the 
opening shot of True Grit (2010), where a dollying 
light source slowly reveals the murder victim whose 
death will drive the narrative to come.

Some techniques for study and 
exploration:
•  Use of composition, particularly symmetry and 

leading lines such as the use of converging lines 
and rule of thirds throughout True Grit (2010) and 
in The Shawshank Redemption (1994) 

•  Use of colour, such as in Skyfall, where Bond is 
presented against a colourful backdrop of neon 
and signage as he enters a Shanghai Skyscraper 
and throughout Hail Caesar! (2015) where high 
key lighting and bright primary colours transport 
us to the film’s 1950’s Hollywood setting

•  Use of extremely wide establishing shots, such as 
in No Country for Old Men (2007), where a series 
of establishing shots show us the arid landscapes 
of the American South West 

•  Use of moving light sources at night, such as in 
The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward 
Robert Ford and True Grit

Some recommended texts:*
The Shawshank Redemption, Frank Darabont (1994)

Fargo, Joel Coen & Ethan Coen (1996)

The Man Who Wasn’t There, Joel Coen (2001)

The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward 
Robert Ford, Andrew Dominik (2007)

True Grit, Joel Coen & Ethan Coen (2010) 

Skyfall, Sam Mendes (2012)

*Please note that the filmography of some practitioners 
featuring in the A2 MIA fact file series may include 18 certificate 
films. These films, if significant, may be mentioned in the 
overview to provide career background but will not be listed 
as recommended for study by CCEA. It is the responsibility of 
the teacher to ensure that students only view films with age 
appropriate content and certification.

Many films have had their certification reviewed in recent 
years. For more details go to www.bbfc.co.uk and use the film 
certification search function.
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