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Overview
Michael Kahn is an 
American film editor 
notable for his long 
collaboration with Steven 
Spielberg and record 
number of Academy Award 
nominations; eight in total 
with three wins for Raiders 
of the Lost Ark (1981), 
Schindler’s List (1993) and Saving Private Ryan 
(1998). He is only a recent convert to digital rather 
than film editing.

Some techniques for study and 
exploration:
•  Use of parallel editing / cross-cutting, such as in 

Schindler’s List where it illustrates the difference 
between the life of the Jews in the camp and the 
lifestyles of Schindler and the Nazis

•  Use of multiple viewpoints and shifting points of 
view, for example in The Adventures of Tintin: The 
Secret of the Unicorn (2011) when a visitor comes 
to Tintin’s house, we shift point-of-view between 
each character

•  Use of slower cuts, as can be seen in Jurassic 
Park (1993) in the immediate build up to the first 
appearance on-screen of the Tyrannosaurus Rex

•  Use of colour correction, for example the 
desaturated grainy appearance of the beach 
scene in Saving Private Ryan, the draining of 

colour from the battle scenes in War Horse (2011) 
and the arrest scene at the Berlin Wall in Bridge of 
Spies (2015)

•  (though not a signature technique) Use of 
straight cuts synchronising sympathetically with 
the sound design, such as in one four minute 
sequence of Saving Private Ryan where there are 
50 cuts, all synchronised to the sound of bullets

Some recommended texts:*
Raiders of the Lost Ark, Steven Spielberg (1981)

Schindler’s List, Steven Spielberg (1994)

Saving Private Ryan, Steven Spielberg (1998)

Lincoln, Steven Spielberg (2013)

Bridge of Spies, Steven Spielberg (2015)

*Please note that the filmography of some practitioners 
featuring in the A2 MIA fact file series may include 18 certificate 
films. These films, if significant, may be mentioned in the 
overview to provide career background but will not be listed 
as recommended for study by CCEA. It is the responsibility of 
the teacher to ensure that students only view films with age 
appropriate content and certification.

Many films have had their certification reviewed in recent 
years. For more details go to www.bbfc.co.uk and use the film 
certification search function.
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