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Overview
Hayao Miyazaki is a 
Japanese animator, director, 
author and manga artist, 
widely celebrated for his 
inventive and sumptuously 
detailed animated feature 
films.

In films such as Porco 
Rosso (1997) and Spirited Away (2001), Miyazaki 
uses traditional 2D animation techniques to create 
fantasy tales set in lavishly detailed worlds. The 
level of detail in his work is best illustrated by 
his use of moving backgrounds. Traditionally, in 
animated films, background images of the sky 
remain static. Miyazaki’s skies and backgrounds 
change gradually over the course of shots and 
scenes with clouds, for example, seeming to drift 
slowly but realistically across the frame.

Miyazaki often uses cel animation to give us 
sublime worlds where extraordinary happenings are 
anchored in everyday life. In Kiki’s Delivery Service 
(1989), for example, he tells the tale of a young 
witch who moonlights as an air courier. The detailed 
backgrounds and well thought-out character work 
make Kiki’s world feel strangely believable and 
serve as a contrast to its scenes of magic and flight.  

In an age where 3D computer animation has 
almost entirely replaced traditional hand drawn 
techniques, Miyazaki’s work reminds us of 2D’s 
power to convey character and to transport us to 
different realms. From an audience perspective 
there is something beguiling about exploring a 
world that has been drawn from scratch. 

Some techniques for study and 
exploration:
•  Use of moving backgrounds, in contrast to the 

more traditional tendency in cel animation to use 
static painted backgrounds

•  Use of expressive and fantastical character 
design, often combining both human and animal 
features, such as Tortoro from My Neighbour 
Tortoro (1988) and the hero of Porco Rosso 

•  Use of a moving camera, such as in The Castle of 
Cagliostro (1979), where a car chase sequence is 
filmed as though from a camera mounted on one 
of the vehicles

•  Use of aerial action, both by characters and 
the camera, to convey the freedom of flight, a 
common trope in many of Miyazaki’s films

Some recommended texts:*
The Castle of Cagliostro (1979)

My Neighbour Tortoro (1988)

Kiki’s Delivery Service (1989)

Princess Mononoke (1997)

Porco Rosso (1997)

Spirited Away (2001)

*Please note that the filmography of some practitioners 
featuring in the A2 MIA fact file series may include 18 certificate 
films. These films, if significant, may be mentioned in the 
overview to provide career background but will not be listed 
as recommended for study by CCEA. It is the responsibility of 
the teacher to ensure that students only view films with age 
appropriate content and certification. Many films have had their 
certification reviewed in recent years. For more details go to 
www.bbfc.co.uk and use the film certification search function.
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