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ADVANCED PORTFOLIO – PRACTITIONER STUDY
ANIMATOR: GENNDY TARTAKOVSKY

FACTFILE:
GCE A2 LEVEL
MOVING IMAGE ARTS

Overview
Russian-American 
Tartakovsky moved to the 
USA as a child and his 
love of both American pop 
culture and of the kung 
fu movies and anime that 
infused it throughout 
the 1980’s and 90’s is 
very evident in his work. 
At Cartoon Network, he created the boy genius/
mad scientist of Dexter’s Laboratory (1996-2003), 
martial arts drifter hero Samurai Jack (2001-2016) 
and Sym-Bionic Titan (2010-present), a high school 
drama with space robots, as well as overseeing the 
Emmy-winning animated series Star Wars: Clone 
Wars (2003-2005). He additionally worked on many 
other productions as writer, director, artist and 
animator, before moving to Sony to direct his first 
feature, the 3D animated Hotel Transylvania (2012) 
and its sequel. 

Some techniques for study and 
exploration:
•  Use of retro ‘thick-line’ animation and simple, 

flat shapes that became known as the signature 
Cartoon Network style during the 1990’s and 
which harked back to the Hanna-Barbera cartoons 
of the 1950’s and 60’s, as seen in Tartakovsky’s 
Dexter’s Laboratory and in his collaboration on 
The Powerpuff Girls (1998-2005), for example

•   Use of zany and energetic character movements 
that are not possible in the ‘real’ world, such as in 
his signature animated series, Samurai Jack

•   Use of split screens, changing aspect ratios and 
frame within a frame

Some recommended texts:*
Dexter’s Laboratory (TV, 1996-2003)

Samurai Jack (TV, 2001-2004, recommissioned 2016)

Hotel Transylvania (2012)

*Please note that the filmography of some practitioners 
featuring in the A2 MIA fact file series may include 18 certificate 
films. These films, if significant, may be mentioned in the 
overview to provide career background but will not be listed 
as recommended for study by CCEA. It is the responsibility of 
the teacher to ensure that students only view films with age 
appropriate content and certification.

Many films have had their certification reviewed in recent 
years. For more details go to www.bbfc.co.uk and use the film 
certification search function.
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