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ADVANCED PORTFOLIO – PRACTITIONER STUDY
SOUND DESIGNER: GARY ROGER RYDSTROM

FACTFILE:
GCE A2 LEVEL
MOVING IMAGE ARTS

Overview
Gary Roger Rydstrom is an 
American sound designer, 
sound editor and director. 
He has been nominated for 
twelve Academy Awards and 
won seven. He has worked 
on a number of high profile 
films including Jurassic 
Park (1994), Titanic (1997), 
Saving Private Ryan (1998), Finding Nemo (2003) 
and more recently Lincoln (2013). He is a common 
collaborator with Steven Spielberg.

Some techniques for study and 
exploration:
•  Inventive use of foley, using sounds from 

everyday objects discovered by accident, for 
example, when Rydstrom used the sound of a 
squeaky revolving door he heard in a branch 
of Bank of America as the sound of a group of 
ghosts in Caspar (1995) or when he used the 
sound of a lawnmower slowed down as the sound 
of a military tank in Saving Private Ryan

•  Use of contrast in sound, for example the sound 
of the ship hitting the iceberg in Titanic (1996), 
followed by the gentle tinkling of the chandeliers 
above deck or the roar of bullets and fighting 
above water contrasting with the distant and 
muffled underwater sounds during the beach 
scene in Saving Private Ryan

•  Use of sound for characterisation and ‘point of 
view’, for example when Captain John Miller 

becomes shell-shocked in Saving Private 
Ryan, the audience is given the opportunity to 
experience sound directly from his perspective 

•  Use of ‘hyperreal’ sound, removing a sound from 
its original context and using it in a completely 
new visual context, for example, in Toy Story 
(1995), when Rydstrom uses the sound of a dog 
barking along with the sound of a tiger 

Some recommended texts:*
Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom,
Steven Spielberg (1984)

Backdraft, Ron Howard (1991)

Terminator 2, James Cameron (1991)

Jurassic Park, Steven Spielberg (1993) 

Toy Story, John Lasseter (1995)

Titanic, James Cameron (1997) 

*Please note that the filmography of some practitioners 
featuring in the A2 MIA fact file series may include 18 certificate 
films. These films, if significant, may be mentioned in the 
overview to provide career background but will not be listed 
as recommended for study by CCEA. It is the responsibility of 
the teacher to ensure that students only view films with age 
appropriate content and certification.

Many films have had their certification reviewed in recent 
years. For more details go to www.bbfc.co.uk and use the film 
certification search function.
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