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ADVANCED PORTFOLIO – PRACTITIONER STUDY
DIRECTOR: EDGAR WRIGHT

FACTFILE:
GCE A2 LEVEL
MOVING IMAGE ARTS

Overview
An English director with a 
flair for action and comedy, 
Edgar Wright began his 
career with the low budget 
Western parody, A Fistful of 
Fingers (1994), before finding 
work in TV comedy, where 
his zippy visual style, skill 
at directing comic performers and facility for genre 
parody soon led to high-profile feature film work. 

Though his films are noted for their rich visual style, 
his grasp of film-making is broader and deeper 
than is often acknowledged. His use of framing 
is superlative, adding meaning to compositions 
wherever possible and making even mundane on-
screen actions seem new and exciting. He makes 
consistently inventive use of pre-existing music, his 
use of rock and pop songs and soundtrack music 
from other texts always working to enhance the 
storytelling. He has also proven himself to be a 
skilled screenwriter with a fantastic grasp of story 
structure. 

Some techniques for study and 
exploration:
•  Unbroken tracking shots, as seen on two 

occasions in Shaun of the Dead (2004), for 
example, as the main character pays a visit to his 
local corner shop

•  Use of creative framing and blocking, as in 
Shaun of the Dead, for example, when Shaun is 
trying to convince his mother that his stepfather 

is no longer alive and they literally swap positions 
in the frame as he begins to convince her

•  Use of frenetic editing and whip pans, even with 
mundane, every-day activities

•  Use of close-ups, strange angles and zooms within 
montages, such as ‘tooling up’ montages and 
extreme close-ups and strangely angled shots 
taken of mundane items, for example the mini 
montage of pulling pints in The Worlds End (2013) 

•  Use of visual techniques from other media, as 
seen in Scott Pilgrim Vs The World (2010), for 
example, which is based on a comic strip series 
that contains many references to pop music and 
video-gaming and borrows visual ideas from 
many of those media

Some recommended texts:*
Shaun of the Dead (2004)

Hot Fuzz (2007)

Scott Pilgrim Vs The World (2010)

The World’s End (2013) 

*Please note that the filmography of some practitioners 
featuring in the A2 MIA fact file series may include 18 certificate 
films. These films, if significant, may be mentioned in the 
overview to provide career background but will not be listed 
as recommended for study by CCEA. It is the responsibility of 
the teacher to ensure that students only view films with age 
appropriate content and certification.

Many films have had their certification reviewed in recent 
years. For more details go to www.bbfc.co.uk and use the film 
certification search function.
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