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Overview
A long-term 
collaborator of director 
Sam Raimi, Bob 
Murawski’s precise 
and emphatic action 
editing style meshes 
well with Raimi’s hyper-kinetic visuals. In Drag Me 
to Hell (2009), Murawski and Raimi use perfectly 
timed bursts of unexpected action coupled with 
longer anticipatory beats to create a tone which 
becomes progressively more demented as the 
narrative builds.

Working with his wife Chris Innes, the couple 
received an Oscar for their work on the Iraq 
war drama, The Hurt Locker (2008). Here they 
assembled hundreds of hours of footage, much 
of which was shot in a loose documentary-like 
fashion, and crafted it into a film which has 
coherent and moving performances and peerless 
suspense mechanics.

“A lot of what we do is editing for subtext or body 
language. It’s something the actors bring to the 
performance consciously, and even sometimes 
unconsciously, and we have to find those nuggets 
and a way to include them. It’s those little bits 
that can really bring a film to life and help create 
dramatic tension.”
Chris Innes & Bob Murawski. (Lodge, 2010)

Some techniques for study and 
exploration:
•  Use of fast-paced montage sequences, such 

as the much-imitated artificial hand building 
montage in Army of Darkness (1992)

•  Use of editing to create suspense and sudden 
fright

• Use of editing to enhance actors’ performances

Some recommended texts:*
Army of Darkness, Sam Raimi (1992)
Spider-Man 2, Sam Raimi (2004)
The Hurt Locker, Kathryn Bigelow (2008)
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*Please note that the filmography of some practitioners 
featuring in the A2 MIA fact file series may include 18 certificate 
films. These films, if significant, may be mentioned in the 
overview to provide career background but will not be listed 
as recommended for study by CCEA. It is the responsibility of 
the teacher to ensure that students only view films with age 
appropriate content and certification. Many films have had their 
certification reviewed in recent years. For more details go to 
www.bbfc.co.uk and use the film certification search function.
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