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ADVANCED PORTFOLIO – PRACTITIONER STUDY
CINEMATOGRAPHER: BARRY ACKROYD

FACTFILE:
GCE A2 LEVEL
MOVING IMAGE ARTS

Overview
Having formerly worked in 
documentary films, Barry 
Ackroyd now brings a 
similar visual approach to 
fiction work. With director 
Ken Loach he has applied 
realist documentary 
techniques such as the use 
of handheld camera to semi-improvised social issue 
based dramas like Ae Fond Kiss (2004).

Working with director Paul Greengrass, he has 
applied the same approach to larger scale and often 
action heavy narratives such as Captain Phillips 
(2013), a harrowing film based on the real life tale 
of a hijacking on the high seas.

Some techniques for study and 
exploration:
•  Use of available light when shooting exteriors, 

such as the bright desert sun in The Hurt Locker 
(2008) and the grey natural light in the realist 
drama, Raining Stones (1993)

•  Use of handheld camera such as in Ackroyd’s 
work with Ken Loach on films such as Ae Fond 
Kiss and Raining Stones (1993) and in his work 
with Paul Greengrass such as in Captain Phillips 

•  Inventive use of long lenses combined with 
handheld camera work to give unfolding action a 
greater sense of kineticism and motion, as seen 
throughout both The Hurt Locker and Green Zone 
(2010)

Some recommended texts:*
Raining Stones, Ken Loach (1993)

Ae Fond Kiss…, Ken Loach (2004)

United 93, Paul Greengrass (2006)

The Hurt Locker, Kathryn Bigelow (2008)

Green Zone, Paul Greengrass (2010)

Captain Phillips, Paul Greengrass (2013)

*Please note that the filmography of some practitioners 
featuring in the A2 MIA fact file series may include 18 certificate 
films. These films, if significant, may be mentioned in the 
overview to provide career background but will not be listed 
as recommended for study by CCEA. It is the responsibility of 
the teacher to ensure that students only view films with age 
appropriate content and certification.

Many films have had their certification reviewed in recent 
years. For more details go to www.bbfc.co.uk and use the film 
certification search function.
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