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Overview
One of cinema’s greatest 
editors, Anne Coates’ career 
spans over sixty years. She 
is perhaps best known for 
her work on David Lean’s 
Lawrence of Arabia, (1962) 
the source of cinema’s 
simplest but most startling 
match cut; a straight edit from a match being 
extinguished to a desert sunrise. 

In The Elephant Man (1980) the editing decisions 
are used initially to keep the title character 
Merrick’s deformed appearance hidden until a later 
reveal. When the doctor who seeks to help him 
initially sees Merrick, Coates conveys the extent of 
the deformity by cutting to a single tear running 
down the doctor’s face. 

“You have the courage of your convictions. When 
you’re editing you have to make thousands of 
decisions every day and if you dither over them all 
the time, you’ll never get anything done.”
Anne Coates (MovieMaker, 2007)

Some techniques for study and 
exploration:
•  Use of editing to selectively withhold or reveal 

visual information
• Use of match cutting

Some recommended texts:*
Lawrence of Arabia, David Lean (1962)

The Elephant Man, David Lynch (1980)

Out of Sight, Steven Soderbergh (1998)
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*Please note that the filmography of some practitioners 
featuring in the A2 MIA fact file series may include 18 certificate 
films. These films, if significant, may be mentioned in the 
overview to provide career background but will not be listed 
as recommended for study by CCEA. It is the responsibility of 
the teacher to ensure that students only view films with age 
appropriate content and certification. Many films have had their 
certification reviewed in recent years. For more details go to 
www.bbfc.co.uk and use the film certification search function.
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