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Farm Health and Safety 
Unit 2 Animals on the Land

Animal Transportation
Reasons
• different areas of the same country 
• different farms or buildings to fit in with the changing 

seasons or their stages of growth
• livestock markets to be sold 
• abattoir (slaughterhouse) to be slaughtered/killed.

Risks 
Loading, unloading, strange sights, noises, smells, 
unfamiliar animals, heat, lack of good ventilation and 
long periods without food, water and rest all increase the 
amount of stress on an animal. 

Stress means animals are more prone to catch and spread 
disease. 

Stress increases adrenaline which taints meat making it 
worth less. Bruising of meat also lowers the value.

Learning Outcomes

Students should be able to:
• describe how to approach and safely carry out 

routine health checks on farm animals; 
• explain how animals are moved safely from farm to 

farm and over long distances (including reference to 
legal requirements); 

• understand the importance of the safe storage, 
usage and withdrawal periods for agrichemicals and 
animal medicines; 

• outline the main dangers associated with storing, 
mixing and applying slurry; 

• discuss the dangers of operating machinery and 
spraying slurry;  and

• identify how to reduce the risks associated with 
operating farm  machinery.

Solutions
live transportation kept 
to a minimum

Slaughter close to the 
farms where they were 
reared

Long-distance 
transportation of 
livestock for slaughter 
replaced with a ‘meat 
carcass-only’ trade

Legal Requirements
EU laws* apply to 
animals transported for 
trade or business. 

Journey Times
‘basic’ vehicles - no longer than 8 hours
higher-specification’ vehicles –more than 8 hours

Conditions
Animal is ‘fit’ to travel depends on
• age of the animal
• injuries and how severe 
• stage of pregnancy 
• Special provisions (such as bedding material) must be 

given to very young animals, 
• Slopes of ramps used for loading and unloading must 

not be steeper than certain limits.
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Law Enforcement
Transporter must have:

Documents- animals’ origin, ownership, place of departure, 
destination and the expected duration of the journey. 

Hold a valid certificate of competence issued by an 
independent body. 

Vehicles inspected and ‘approved

Vehicles and animals checked during transport and at end

Safe Approach & Routine Health Checks

Common injuries: 
• being stepped on
• knocked down
• kicked
• thrown while riding
• pinned between the animal and a hard surface
• bites

Safe Approach – critical to working with them safely
• Approach cautiously 
• Announce your presence by gently talking to the animal 

before it sees you
• Approach calmly and confidently, further announcing 

your presence by touch on the front or side (not in the 
animals blind spot)

• Avoid the kicking region of the animal (beginning at the 

front and moving towards the back in an arch)
• Use proper handling facilities e.g. crushes and chutes 

with minimal distractions and no sharp edges, always 
ensure the handler has an easy exit route

• Never prod animals 
• Lighting should be dim and diffuse
• Loud noises should be kept to a minimum
• Personal Protective Clothing – safety glasses, gloves, 

long trousers, steel toe capped boots, helmet, shin 
guards

Health Checks
• Cattle & Sheep
Daily
Listlessness
Check coat for skin condition  bloat
loss of appetite scratching
fall in milk yield loss of body condition
cessation of rumination behavioural changes – 
discharge from eyes, nose or mouth
excessive salivation
persistent coughing
swollen joints or swellings elsewhere on the body,
lameness
diarrhea
discoloration of milk or urine
checking udders for hardness, swelling, heat and discharge
examine eyes for any lumps or injury
Checking and trimming hooves (every 5 – 6 weeks)

• Swine
Daily
Movement – check for bone injuries
Listlessness  
loss of appetite  
loss of body condition
behavioural changes 
discharge from eyes, nose or mouth 
swollen joints or swellings elsewhere on the body

• Poultry
Daily
9 Point Comb to Toe Check
1. Comb – dark red colour
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2. Eyes -  bright and clear, no discharge or swelling
3. Crop – empty in morning
4. Breast/Abdomen – should feel breast bone but not 

protrude.  Abdomen soft
5. Wings – check for mites, lice, ticks and other parasites
6. Vent – should be pink, moist and clean
7. Legs – smooth and brightly coloured
8. Feet – check for swelling, cuts and injuries
9. Finally - check for any that are hunched over, listless, 

inactive, coughing and sneezing

Machinery & Chemical Sprays
• Keep all guards in place when the machinery is in 

operation to prevent the user or any animals being drawn 
in

• Permit no riders on farm field equipment other than 
those required for instruction or assistance in machine 
operation.

• Stop engine and wait for all machine movement to stop 
before servicing, adjusting, cleaning, or unclogging the 
equipment.

Spraying preparation
• Ensure all equipment is functioning correctly
• Check nozzles are in good condition
• Use low pressure and high volume
• Keep boom at correct height
• Use nozzles that produce larger droplets
• Ensure all chemical sprays are mixed correctly according 

to the manufacturers label
• Ensure the recommended registered chemical is used for 

the job

• Apply only at the recommended rates and in conditions 
of low wind speed

• Only target plants/weeds are sprayed

Agrichemicals & Medicines
Common agricultural chemicals include fuels, pesticides, 
herbicides, fungicides and veterinary chemicals.
Exposure to chemicals can lead to health effects including; 
headache, poisoning, respiratory illness, burns, cancers and 
birth defects. 

Always follow the manufacturers’ instructions for 
storage, transport, use and disposal of chemicals. 

Keep all chemicals locked away and out of reach of 
children and wear appropriate protective gear.

Personal protective equipment (PPE) includes:
• coveralls;
• eye protection;
• footwear;
• gloves;
• hearing protection
• respiratory protective equipment 
• safety helmets; 
• wet weather clothing. 

Medicines
• stored securely and in a manner that will not result in 

their deterioration (e.g. exposure to light, too hot or cold)
• stored in a locked cabinet located in a secure building, 

protected from the elements and from heat etc. caused, 
for example, by heat-emitting machinery

• Disposal of used or out of date medicines via veterinary 
practice, licensed merchant or pharmacy which sold the 
product

• As little as possible at any time on the farm 

Slurry – Storage, Mixing and Application
Working with slurry is a particularly hazardous activity. 

Risks 
• drowning in slurry tanks 
• asphyxiation by toxic gases many of which are odourless 

at high levels (hydrogen sulphide, ammonia, methane 
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and carbon dioxide) released from slurry in storage.

One breath or lung-full at this level can  cause INSTANT 
death.

The gases are trapped in the slurry and are released when it 
is mixed

Prevention
• Remove all animals out of the housing and open all doors 

to ensure adequate ventilation before you agitate slurry
• Place warning signs 
• Ensure proper safety grids are in place across openings
• Never agitate slurry in still air conditions or confined 

spaces
• At least two people should be present at all times with 

safety line attached
• Keep pets, children and elderly persons away 
• Never stand over slats or near tank access points when 

agitation is in progress.
• Never enter the slurry tank unless suitable breathing 

apparatuses is worn
• Wear a slurry gas detector at all times

The Code of Good Agricultural Practice (COGAP) for the 
protection of water, soil and air recommends that you should 
not apply slurry when:
• Soil is water logged or compacted
• Between 15th October and 31st January unless special 

provision has been given
• In an area of ASSI (Area of Special Scientific Interest)
• Soil is frozen or snow covered
• Field is covered in snow
• Soil is cracked down to field drains

Key Terms

• Heavy rain is forecast in the next 48 hours
• Within 10 metres of any open water course including field 

drains or ditches
• Within 50 metres of any spring, well, borehole

 Ventilation
 Slurry
 Transportation
 agrichemicals

In class
• Pupil debates – live transportation
• pupil presentations on aspects of health and welfare
• Model animal – Conducting a routine health check
• Design a Farm – pupils use their knowledge of farm safety 

to design the ideal farm
• Design a Safety Poster for Slurry Management on the 

Farm
• Maths Exercise – study the number of fatalities on farms 

and the cause – present the results in tabular format/
graphical format

• Farm visits
• Farmer visits
• Veterinary nurse/surgeon visits

Useful Websites/
www.nutrientmanagement.org
www.environment-agency.gov.uk
www.hsa.ie
www.rspca.org.uk
www.nasdonline.org
www.ciwf.org.uk/what_we_do/live_transport/default.aspx?g
clid=CKStwsrFwrICFUdvfAodZTUAdA
www.doeni.gov.uk/niea/protected_areas_home/area_
interest/assisites.htm

Learning Activities
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