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Students should be able to:

•	 relate the Brundtland Commission’s definition of 

sustainable development to significant global 

agreements on energy conservation and climate 

change; 

•	 state the main European, UK and Northern Ireland 

targets for 2020, aimed at reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions and improving energy efficiency; 

•	 relate the need to prioritise renewable energy 

development and reduce energy consumption to the 

framework of national and international environmental 

targets; 

Course Content

The Brundtland Report
Current global climate change and conservation strategy 
stems from the Brundtland Report which was published in 
1987. 

After the 1972 Stockholm Conference on the Human 
Environment and the 1980 World Conservation Strategy of 
the International Union for the Conservation of Nature, the 
leaders of the world realised that;

1. There was a need to create an organisation whose 
sole purpose was to raise awareness of the need for 
sustainable development. 

2. It was felt that during this time period, people in 
developed countries were starting to become more 
aware about environmental issues stemming from 
industrialisation and growth. 

3. Developed countries wanted to reduce the 
environmental impact of their growth. 

4. On the other hand, developing countries were 
becoming discouraged because they were not at and 
could not reach the higher levels of economic growth 
that industrialised countries had. 

5. Because of this need for growth, developing countries 
were desperate to use inexpensive methods of 
developing their country’s industries with high 
environmental impact and unethical labour practices. 

6. The United Nations saw a growing need for an 
organisation to address these environmental challenges 
which were intertwined with economic and social 
conditions as well.

In December 1983, the Secretary General of the United 
Nations, Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, asked the Prime Minister of 
Norway, Gro Harlem Brundtland, to create an organisation 
independent of the UN to focus on environmental and 
developmental problems and solutions. 

This new organisation was called the Brundtland 
Commission, referred to more formally as the World 
Commission on Environment and Development (WCED). 

In 1987, the Brundtland Commission published the first 
volume of  “Our Common Future,” the organisation’s main 
report. 

Global Action on Energy Conservation 
and Climate Change

Specification Content
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“Our Common Future” strongly influenced the following:

•	 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 1992.

•	 The third UN Conference on Environment and 

Development in Johannesburg, South Africa in 2002. 

Also, it was credited with creating the most prevalent 
definition of sustainability, as seen below.
 
“Sustainable development is the kind of development 
that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs”. 

The Brundtland Report has gained widespread support 
from diverse efforts, groups and organisations. As a result 
of the work of the Brundtland Commission, the issue of 
sustainable development is on the agenda of numerous 
international and national institutions, as well as national 
and local governments.  

In his report, Brundtland highlighted previous concerns 
about the pressure of population growth, modern 
technology and consumer demand on the earth’s 
resources that had been depleting since the 1970s.  The 
report presents information about a new generation of 
environmental issues that had begun to capture scientific 
attention, including:

•	 Global warming.

•	 Deforestation.

•	 Species loss.

•	 Toxic wastes.

The world’s natural resources were being depleted rapidly 
and caused mainly by development and industrialisation. 
The report suggested that only ‘sustainable’ development 
would permit the fulfilment of human needs with the 
protection of the air, soil, water and all form of life, i.e. 
planetary stability.  Sustainable development was launched 
with the aim of providing humans with a healthy and 
productive life as a result of social and economic growth, 
without compromising the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs. The report  led to the first Earth 
summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. 

The report can be viewed at 
http://conspect.nl/pdf/Our_Common_Future-
Brundtland_Report_1987.pdf

European, UK and Northern Ireland 
targets for 2020

In 2009 the European Union (EU) adopted a wide-ranging 
package of measures aimed at combating climate change. 
The proposals are aimed at three main areas: 

•	 Cuts in emissions. 

•	 Renewable sources of energy.

•	 Efficient energy usage.

The sequence of numbers 20-20-20 is sometimes used as 
a brief statement which summarises the proposals.  The 
numbers themselves refer to aspirations in the EU policy of 
the following:

•	  A 20% cut in emissions of greenhouse gases by 2020, 

compared with 1990 levels.

•	  A 20% increase in the amount of energy produced 

using renewable sources,

•	  A 20% cut in energy consumption.

A summary of the proposals can be found at:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/7765094.stm

A comprehensive report on the proposals can be found at:
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/renewables/targets_en.htm
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United Kingdom

The EU proposals have had a significant impact on the 
formation of climate change policy in the United Kingdom.

The following link can be used to view a document which 
sets out some of the targets which the UK hopes to 
achieve and some of the perceived difficulties in doing this 
(refer specifically to pages 10-21 and 40-41 inclusive for a 
summary of some of the main points).
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200708/
ldselect/ldeucom/175/175.pdf

Northern Ireland

The political initiatives mentioned above have in turn 
had an impact on policy planning in this area in Northern 
Ireland.  

Northern Ireland’s new strategy to save energy sets a target 
of acquiring 40% of electricity to come from alternative 
energy sources by 2020, reducing the dependency on coal, 
oil and gas.

Research the Rio Earth Summit, The Kyoto Protocol 
and The Copenhagen Accord.  These events have driven 
international climate change policy and they stem from the 
Brundtland Report.  Try to identify any links between these 
initiatives and the Brundtland Report.

The framework for Northern Ireland is set out in detail in 
the document Strategic Energy Framework for Northern 
Ireland 2010.

This can be accessed using the link;
http://www.detini.gov.uk/strategic_energy_framework__
sef_2010_.pdf

Using the link identified above, and any others of your 
choice, produce a summary of the EU proposals for 
2020 and how these relate to the targets set by the UK 
government and those which have been set in Northern 
Ireland.  This could be done in the form of a flowchart 
showing how proposals in the different areas link together 
across the different jurisdictions.

The Committee on Climate Change has published a 
summary on what the Northern Ireland Executive has 
signed up to entitled ‘Climate Change Policy’. 
http://www.theccc.org.uk/northern-ireland/

Use the link above and any others of your choice, to 
research current developments in the area of climate 
change policy as it relates to Northern Ireland.  Produce a 
summary of developments made towards meeting agreed 
policy targets in Northern Ireland. 
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A number of schemes are available to encourage home 
owners to increase the energy efficiency of their homes.  
Examples of these can be found at;
http://www.uregni.gov.uk/uploads/publications/NISEP_
List_of_Schemes_2012-13.pdf

Use the link above, or any others of your choice, to provide 
a summary of some of the schemes which have been put 
in place to enable Northern Ireland to meet some of the 
agreed policy targets through more efficient use of energy.

1. http://www.conservation.org/learn/climate/strategies/
pages/strategy.aspx 

2. http://www.conservation.org/learn/climate/strategies/
policy/Pages/policy.aspx

3. http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/emissions/
carbon_budgets/carbon_budgets.aspx

4. http://www.theccc.org.uk/

5. http://www.detini.gov.uk/deti-energy-index/deti-
energy-strategic-energy-framework.htm

6. http://www.agnt.org/brundtland-summary

Activity 4 References 


