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Introduction

In this option, students focus on the rule of English monarchs between 1509 and 1558,
including the rule of Henry VIII. Students focus on the problems caused by the King’s
attempts to divorce Catherine of Aragon, which in turn leads to the break with Rome and
the beginning of the English Reformation. Students further examine religious reforms
in the reigns of Edward VI and Mary I, evaluating the impact of religious change on
government and society. They also assess the changing face of government during this
period, as well as economic and social problems.
This option is assessed in a written examination lasting one hour 30 minutes. Candidates
answer two questions. Question 1 is a short response question and candidates answer one
question from a choice of two. Question 2 is a source-based question with two parts. In
Question 2(a) candidates assess the usefulness of a primary and/or contemporary source
to an historian studying a particular historical event or development. In Question 2(b)
candidates assess which of two different interpretations of a particular historical event or
development they find more convincing.
Question 1 targets Assessment Objective AO1: the candidate’s ability to demonstrate,
organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse and evaluate
the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated judgements and
exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity,
difference and significance. Question 2(a) tests Assessment Objective AO2: the candidate’s
ability to analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or contemporary
to the period, within its historical context. Question 2(b) targets Assessment Objective
AO3: the candidate’s ability to analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context,
different ways in which aspects of the past have been interpreted.
For ease of consultation, the following study is divided into six sections:
1. Religious belief and practice in England on the eve of the Reformation.
2. Henry VIII and the divorce.
3. The English Reformation.
4. Political developments 1547–58.
5. Religious developments 1547–58.
6. Economic and social problems of the period.
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1. Religious belief and practice
in England on the eve of the
Reformation
(a) The role of the Catholic Church in pre-Reformation England
Early Tudor England was part of the western Christian Church which accepted the Pope
as the Supreme Head of the Catholic Church. The Pope even controlled two provinces of
the Catholic Church in England, Canterbury and York. The bishops organised the Church
in England and they controlled the clergy. The doctrine and practices of the Catholic
Church, such as the sacraments and the mass which was said in Latin by the priests, were
important to the ordinary people. Life in pre-Reformation England revolved around the
religious calendar and many Catholics went on pilgrimages to places such as Walsingham
and Canterbury. The Church and State were the largest and most influential institutions
within Tudor England and they worked together for the benefit of the people. The Church
was the key to everyone’s life.
After he came to the throne in 1509, Henry VIII had made a show of his piety and had
written to defend the Catholic doctrine against attacks from Luther. The Pope rewarded
Henry by giving him the title ‘Defender of the Faith’ in 1521. However, there were problems
within the Roman Catholic Church in England, and in 1512 John Colet called for reforms
and an end to abuses of Church power by some clergy. Another problem was the powers of
the Head of State, such as Henry VIII, who in theory owed spiritual allegiance to the Pope.
The Church in pre-Reformation England had a major impact on English society through its
power and influence over the people of England.
Questions for discussion:
1. How was the Church organised in pre-Reformation England?
2. What was the relationship between Henry VIII and the Pope before 1529?
3. What new developments threatened the power of the Catholic Church in England by
1529?

HENRY VIII
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(b) Criticism of and opposition to the Church
In the early sixteenth century anti-clericalists in England began to criticise the role
and powers of the Catholic Church. Some anti-clericals wanted an end to abuses in
the Catholic Church, such as absenteeism, pluralism, simony and nepotism. They
also criticised the moral laxity of many clerics, as well as the greed of the Roman
Catholic Church, particularly the sale of abuses. Anti-Papalism was also growing. This
movement opposed the power and position of the Pope who was not only the spiritual
head of the Church but had also become a powerful political figure in Europe. Many
criticised his abuse of power and use of nepotism. The secular and religious demands of
anti-clericalism reflected discontent with the practices of the Catholic Church in preReformation England.
Religious reformers gained growing support in the 1520s for their new ideas. These
reformers can be divided into three main groups. The Lollards, formed by John Wycliffe
in the fourteenth century and mainly based in South-East England, were the first group.
Wycliffe attacked what he saw as the abuses of the Church and the corruption and greed
of those in power. The Lollards also criticised the clergy and the worship of saints, as well
as transubstantiation. They believed that the Bible was the supreme authority on earth.
The Humanists, inspired by Erasmus who wanted to reform and purify the Catholic
Church, were the second group. They attracted support from intellectuals such as Thomas
More and John Fisher, two of England’s leading humanists who would later die for their
faith. They would not accept the Church’s version of the Bible as they believed that it had
lost some of its meaning in translation. They also attacked the superstitious practices
of the Church and the sale of indulgences. They also challenged the position of the Pope
and believed that the authority of the Bible was central to faith. The Humanists wished to
reform the Roman Catholic Church rather than establish a new Church.
The Lutherans, who placed emphasis on personal devotion and bible study, represented
the third group. Lutheran ideas had spread across Europe in the 1520s, reaching England
by 1530. The new Lutheran ideas had a clear impact on two men who later played a major
role in the Protestant Reformation in the 1530s, Thomas Cranmer and Hugh Latimer.
Another Lutheran, William Tyndale, had translated the Bible into English for the first time
in 1525 and it was published abroad. Despite persecution and censorship, Tyndale’s Bible
sold well in England and helped to spread the new Protestant ideas.
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Teaching and Learning Activity
Source evaluation and analysis
Read the source and answer the question which follows:

Opposition to the Roman Catholic Church on the eve of the English
Reformation
Source 1
Extract from a sermon preached by William Melton on the eve of the Reformation. Melton,
the Chancellor of York Minster, wished to improve the selection and quality of priests. He
has been linked with the Humanist movement which was in favour of religious reform but
not a Reformation.
It is from stupidity and the darkness of ignorance that there arises a great and dreadful
evil throughout the whole Church of God. Everywhere, through town and countryside, there
exists a crop of rude and ill-mannered priests. Some of them take part in meaningless and
worthless tasks, while others abandon themselves to the taverns and drunkenness. Some
cannot get along without indulging themselves with female companions; others pursue
their amusement in dice and gambling all day long. There are some who waste their time
hunting and hawking, and so spend a life which is utterly and wholly idle and irreligious
even to old age.
1. Study Source 1. How useful is Source 1 as evidence for an historian studying anticlericalism on the eve of the English Reformation?

(c) Support for the Catholic Church in England
The traditional view amongst historians was that the Catholic Church was a deeply
unpopular institution disliked by the Royal Court and many English people. However,
recent research by historians such as Christopher Haigh claims that the vast majority of
people in pre-Reformation England were content with the Roman Catholic Church and
its practices. This conclusion is based on evidence such as donations to the Church and
money left to the Church through wills. In fact, many parishes benefited from bequests to
improve or rebuild their local Church.
Traditional Church literature supporting this piety was still being produced and read in
pre-Reformation England. Sacraments and rituals remained popular, as did the belief in
visitations. This suggests that most people were co-operating with the clergy across most
parts of pre-Reformation England, thus confirming popular support for the Catholic Church.
Although reformers were gaining some support in England, this was not widespread. The
Humanists did not have a strong following and people such as Thomas More remained
devout Catholics even though they criticised the Church. The Lollards had little support.
Many were scared of criticising the Church for fear of being convicted of heresy. Research
shows that most priests were carrying out their duties conscientiously and had good moral
behaviour. The vast majority of people in England were content with the Roman Catholic
Church.
Questions for discussion:
1. How much popular support was there for the Catholic Church on the eve of
the English Reformation?
2. What evidence is there that Church practices remained popular on the eve
of the English Reformation?
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2. Henry VIII and the divorce

(a) Henry VIII’s marriage to Catherine of Aragon
In 1509, just after becoming King of England, Henry VIII married Catherine of Aragon,
thus securing good relations between England and Spain. Catherine of Aragon was seven
years older than Henry VIII and had been married to his brother Arthur who died in 1502.
In 1504 Henry VIII had to get special permission from the Pope to allow the marriage to
go ahead when suitable for both parties.
The royal marriage produced six children in total but only one child survived, Mary who
was born in 1516. Cardinal Wolsey, who was Henry VIII’s chief minister, disliked the
influence Catherine exerted over Henry and the monarch’s pro-Spanish policies. By 1527
Henry VIII had decided to have his marriage to Catherine annulled, which would require
the approval of the Pope, and this led to talks in Rome by December 1527.
Henry VIII’s search for a divorce was prompted by a number of factors. Firstly, he thought
that his marriage was against the will of God. In addition, Catherine had now reached
the age of 42, too old to have the legitimate male heir Henry wanted to secure the Tudor
dynasty. Henry VIII had developed an increasing hatred for Catherine, blaming her for
the situation in which he found himself. Moreover, he had fallen in love with Anne Boleyn
and had promised to marry her in 1527, but could not do so until his first marriage had
been annulled through a Papal dispensation. Anne Boleyn had arrived at Court from
France, Henry became infatuated with her but she refused to become his mistress.
Finally, Henry was becoming increasingly interested in gaining control over the Church in
England by 1531.
Questions for discussion:
1. Why did Henry VIII need special permission to marry Catherine of
Aragon?
2. What were the political effects of the royal marriage?
3. Explain why Henry VIII wanted a divorce by 1527.

CATHERINE OF ARAGON

ANNE BOLEYN
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Web Video
For an overview of the reign of Henry VIII, see:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hc5AkPJFV1E Henry viii the iconic king

(b) The attempts to gain a divorce
Henry VIII believed that a divorce would be easy to obtain and placed Wolsey in charge
of the proceedings. In October 1528 Cardinal Campeggio, who had been appointed by the
Pope, arrived in England to judge the King’s case alongside Wolsey. He had been ordered
by the Pope to delay proceedings in the hope that Henry would lose interest in Anne or
Catherine would retreat into a nunnery or die. By the summer of 1529 no real progress
had been made before the Pope recalled the case to Rome, under pressure from Charles
V of Spain. Charles V was Catherine’s nephew and the most influential ruler in Europe.
In 1527 he had sacked Rome and held the Pope in custody. He would not allow the Pope
to grant an annulment. Henry VIII blamed Wolsey for the failure to secure his divorce
which led to the downfall of the Chief Minister in October 1529. With the Pope under the
influence of Charles V, who was determined to protect the good character of his aunt,
Catherine of Aragon, the divorce crisis had reached deadlock by 1529.
Henry VIII, heavily under the influence of Anne Boleyn and her family, searched for a
radical solution to the divorce crisis which developed into the break with Rome by 1533.
Thomas Cranmer and Thomas Cromwell started to argue that the divorce question should
be solved in England, not Rome, if the Pope continued to oppose annulment. From 1530
onwards Parliament, under the influence of Cromwell, started to criticise the rule of
Wolsey, thus creating more pressure for a quick solution to the divorce crisis. In 1531
the Convocation of Canterbury recognised Henry as the “Supreme Head of the Church of
England and Wales” and in 1532 the clergy accepted the King rather than the Pope as
their lawmaker. In late 1532 Anne Boleyn became pregnant, forcing her to marry Henry
VIII in secret in January 1533. In April 1533 Cranmer ruled that Henry VIII’s marriage to
Catherine of Aragon was invalid and declared that the marriage to Anne Boleyn was legal.
In May 1533 Anne Boleyn was crowned Queen of England. This brought an end to the
divorce crisis and led to the Protestant Reformation in England and the break with Rome.

THOMAS CROMWELL
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Teaching and Learning Activity
Historical Interpretations
Study Interpretation A and Interpretation B and answer the question which
follows:

Henry VIII and the Divorce Crisis
Interpretation A
© Adapted from ‘England under the Tudors’ by G.R. Elton, publisher Methuen, 1975
Cromwell was the architect of the English Reformation and he evolved the plan to
break the deadlock created by Wolsey’s failure to get Henry VIII the divorce he needed.
The Reformation came about in the 1530s simply because Henry VIII’s desire for a
divorce was blocked by an international situation that made any deal with the Papacy
impossible. To break this deadlock, Cromwell produced a plan which achieved the aims
of Henry VIII by destroying the papal power and jurisdiction in England, making it into
an independent sovereign state. Henry VIII was an inspired opportunist, rather than a
creative statesman like Cromwell. A new policy had been declared by Cromwell in 1532
but it was not put into effect until 1533. In January 1533 Henry VIII had secretly married
Anne Boleyn. The divorce issue had become more urgent as Anne was pregnant with the
expected heir to the throne, which had to be born legitimate.
Interpretation B
Source: ‘Henry VIII’ by A.f. Pollard, published by Groupil & Co, London, 1902
The key issue was one of power. The Church would not allow Henry VIII to annul his
marriage to Catherine of Aragon and this gave him the opportunity to rid himself of the
Church’s restrictive influence. The divorce, in fact, was the occasion and not the cause of
the Reformation. The cause was Henry VIII’s determination to exercise supreme power
in England. Ultimately, the wonder is not that the break took place when it did, but that
it was delayed for so long. The success of Henry VIII’s mission was confirmed by a rising
tide of nationalism felt by the English people and voiced by Parliament. The allegiance
owed to the Pope could no longer be accepted. The Church in England had to become the
Church of England. The lion was to become truly master of his own jungle.
1. Study Interpretation A and Interpretation B. Historians have different views about
particular issues. Using both interpretations, and your understanding of the historical
context, which of these different interpretations of the role of the divorce crisis in
bringing about the English Reformation by 1533 do you find more convincing?
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3. The English Reformation

(a) The role of Reformation Parliaments up to 1534
Under the influence of Cromwell, in particular, Parliament began to play a more
prominent role in the divorce crisis from 1529 to 1533. Many historians believe that this
was a revolution in the relationship between the Church and State. In 1529 a number of
acts were passed limiting the powers and rights of the clergy. In 1531 the whole of the
English clergy were charged with praemunire under an Act, which removed this charge
in return for a payment of a large fine. In 1532 Parliament passed an Act limiting the
payment of Annates (taxes paid annually to the Pope). This was delayed for a year to
put more pressure on the Pope to grant the royal divorce. An Act of Restraint was passed
in 1533 which prevented the English people from appealing to Rome in legal cases.
These measures by Parliament contributed to the break with Rome and the English
Reformation.
Henry VIII had also played a role in these political developments. In 1531 the
Convocation declared that the King was the “Supreme Head of the Church of England
and Wales.” In 1532 the House of Commons, organised by Cromwell, led an attack on the
powers of the Church. The First Act of Annates banned all payment of money to Rome.
They presented a petition known as “Supplication against the Ordinaries” which the King
accepted and appointed Cromwell as his Chief Minister. This meant that all Church law
was subject to royal law. In August 1532 William Warham, the Archbishop of Canterbury,
died and was replaced by Thomas Cranmer, a supporter of the Boleyn faction at Court.
The divorce crisis reached a climax in 1533 when the King, under the influence of
Cranmer and Cromwell, began to consider more radical solutions to the problem. In
1533–34 Parliament passed a series of Acts which ended Papal authority in England
and changed the Church of England. The power, role and influence of the monarch were
increased and gave Henry VIII control over the Church with the support of Parliament.
The Act of Restraint was followed by the Dispensations Act and the Act of Submission of
the Clergy in 1534. In May 1533 Cranmer married Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn.
The Act of Succession of 1534 ended the legal claims of Catherine of Aragon by declaring
her marriage invalid, whilst upholding the validity Henry’s marriage to Anne Boleyn.
Mary was declared illegitimate. This was followed later in 1534 by the Act of Supremacy,
which made it clear that the King had replaced the Pope as Head of the Church and that
Parliament’s role in religious matters was to enforce the wishes of the monarch. The
Treason Act of 1534 ended these parliamentary sessions and made it a crime to criticise
the King’s religious policies, the royal marriage and succession issues.
Web Video
Check out a presentation giving an overview of the Break with Rome at:
http://study.com/academy/lesson/henry-viii-and-the-anglican-church.html
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(b)

Religious continuity and change

Despite the radical changes implemented by Parliament and Henry VIII in 1533–34,
the immediate impact on traditional religious practices and beliefs was limited. In
1534 religious services were still held in Latin and priests still celebrated the mass.
The King appeared to remain a good Catholic but his advisers Cranmer and Cromwell
were sympathetic to the new Protestant ideas. Cromwell was appointed Vicegerent in
Spirituals.
England was starting to become a Protestant country and a series of radical religious
changes were implemented from 1536 to 1540, in particular the dissolution of the
monasteries which started in 1536. This was followed by the Ten Articles of 1536 which
rejected Catholic doctrine and they were followed by the Royal Injunctions. In 1537 the
Bishop’s Book continued the drift towards Protestantism, which was followed by the
publication of the Matthew Bible. In 1538 Cromwell issued further Royal Injunctions to
the clergy to impose greater religious conformity in England. In April 1539, the English
Great Bible was published which endorsed the authority of the King over the Church in
England.
However, Henry VIII remained a conservative and the Six Articles, published in 1539,
confirmed this. Many Catholic beliefs remained. Transubstantiation, clerical celibacy
and masses for the dead remained. The final religious changes under Henry VIII were
the King’s Book of 1543 which confirmed much of the Six Articles. Images and relics
remained and the Bible was afforded little importance.
Web Article
Read the article below on the English Reformation and discuss the questions
which follow:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/tudors/english_reformation_01.shtml
Questions for discussion:

3.
4.
5.
6.

1. Explain what actions Parliament took from 1529 to 1533 to challenge the
power of the Church.
2. What were the religious aims of Parliament in 1533–34?
Why did Henry VIII want to break with Rome by 1533?
Explain the religious changes which took place in England between 1536 and 1540.
Explain the role of Cromwell in the English Reformation from 1532 to 1540.
What examples are there of religious continuity between 1533 and 1547?

(c) Opposition to religious changes
England underwent significant religious changes in the 1530s and in other European
countries such changes led to wars of religion. In England, however, there was only one
major religious rebellion, known as the Pilgrimage of Grace, which took place in 1536.
Cromwell played an effective role in dealing with opposition and all the new religious
legislation was approved by Parliament. Many English nobles were also afraid of a return
to the chaos of the War of the Roses and were willing to support Henry VIII, who was also
a strong monarch.
Opposition came from small groups and individuals such as Elizabeth Barton, who
became known as the ‘Holy Maid of Kent’. In 1534 she publicly criticised the royal
divorce, Anne Boleyn, the break with Rome and the rise of leading clergy sympathetic
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to Protestant ideas. The Holy Maid was forced to recant these opinions in public before
her execution, along with six of her supporters. The Treason Laws were also used to
execute friars and abbots who opposed the Act of Succession and the dissolution of
the monasteries. Monastic houses such as the Franciscans and Carthusians opposed
the break with Rome. These religious orders were heavily suppressed and many of their
members were imprisoned or executed for challenging the religious changes introduced
after 1533.
There was also some opposition from leading figures such as Thomas More and John
Fisher. Fisher, the Bishop of Rochester, strongly defended Papal supremacy and was in
contact with Charles V. In 1534 he refused to swear the Oath of Succession. When the
Pope made Fisher a Cardinal in 1535, Henry VIII responded by ordering his execution.
Thomas More had replaced Wolsey as Lord Chancellor in 1529 but the King’s personal
life and the divorce issue led to his resignation in 1532. More refused to sign the Oath of
Succession in 1534 and his opposition to religious change led to his execution in 1535.
Questions for discussion:
1. Explain how some groups and individuals opposed Henry VIII’s religious
policies in the period 1532–47.
2. Why were the Franciscans and Carthusians opposed to the religious
changes in England?
3. Why was there so little opposition to religious changes in England from 1533 to 1547?

(d)

The causes of the dissolution of the monasteries

A major part of the English Reformation was the dissolution of the monasteries from
1536 to 1540. Since, for political reasons, Henry VIII wished to eliminate all Papal
influence in England, all the monasteries and convents were brought under government
control in this period, before being closed down completely. This affected over 10,000
monks and nuns in over 800 different institutions in England. Cromwell aimed to use
the wealth of the Church to help make Henry VIII financially self-sufficient and avoid
imposing taxation on the people since this was unpopular. In 1535 Cromwell compiled
the Valor Ecclesiasticus where his inspectors assessed the wealth of the Church. This
produced apparent evidence of Church greed, wealth and poor practices. Cromwell
also ordered visits to the monasteries which highlighted the immoral behaviour of
the monks and nuns. He concluded that the monasteries were not carrying out their
spiritual role, evidence which Henry VIII used to justify the first Act of the Dissolution of
the Monasteries, passed in 1536, which dissolved all Houses under £200. Cromwell had
promised to make the King rich from the dissolution of the monasteries and his actions
were also influenced by religious and political motives. Henry VIII was also influenced by
financial considerations and the royal finances benefited greatly from the dissolution of
the monasteries. In addition, the removal of Church power and influence helped to boost
the authority and power of Henry VIII by 1540.
In 1540 a further Act dissolved all monasteries. The dissolution of monasteries removed
another obstacle for those in England who wanted to advance the Protestant faith
because they represented another symbol of Catholicism. The monasteries had also been
an accepted part of the economic and social life of England before 1536. By 1540 the
Catholic Church no longer dominated education in England and the dissolution of the
monasteries further helped to remove its influence on the English people.
As a result of the dissolution of the monasteries Henry VIII had strengthened his political
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BUCKFAST ABBEY, DEVON
and economic position by 1540 and the last link with the Roman Catholic Church had
been severed.
Teaching and Learning Activity
Historical Investigations and Interpretations
Read Source 1, Interpretation A and Interpretation B and answer the
questions which follow:
Source 1
Extract from a report written by Richard Layton in 1535. Layton was one of Thomas
Cromwell’s commissioners who was sent to investigate the monastery of Maiden Bradley.
Please understand, Sir, that I have made myself familiar with the monastery at Maiden
Bradley. Rest assured that no mischief or wrongdoings can be hidden from me. I send you
Holy relics taken from the monastery of Maiden Bradley which were used as indulgences
to trick the good people of this parish. They include Christ’s coat, Our Lady’s smock
and part of the Lord’s Supper. In this monastery you will find that the Abbot has six
children. His sons are all tall men who are servants to him. He thanks God that he never
had relations with married women but only pure and innocent unmarried women, the
fairest and purest he could get. The Pope has also given him special permission to keep a
prostitute.
Interpretation A
Extract © ‘The Tudor Years’ by J. Lotherington, Hodder & Stoughton,1994.
The split from Rome was not necessary in order to close the monasteries, or at least
some of them. The selective closure of individual monasteries, or groups of them,
was not unprecedented. Monasteries and nunneries had been closed in the past with
papal approval and their resources directed to other uses, normally educational. For
instance, in 1518 and 1525 Cardinal Wolsey had secured permission to close a number of
establishments in order to found his new college at Oxford and a grammar school in his
home town of Ipswich.
The mere act of closing some monasteries, therefore, did not obviously mean a move
away from Catholicism. It could in fact be seen in a much more positive light – a genuine
attempt at removing the abuses that could arise in monasticism and so highlighting the
good work and continued value of those houses that remained. And this was the official
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line that was expressed in 1536 in the first Dissolution Act of the monasteries.
Interpretation B
© ‘Henry VIII and the Reformation in England’ by Keith Randell, publisher Hodder, 2001.
ISBN- 9780340782156
It is clear that there was no popular demand for the destruction of the monasteries.
They were not on the point of collapse because of corrupt and extravagant behaviour or
a decline in their moral standards. Moreover, they posed no political or religious threat to
the King or his policies. However, they did possess enormous wealth, and it was the desire
to gain control of this wealth that motivated Henry to allow or to insist that Cromwell and
his assistants destroyed the monasteries and transferred their possessions to the Crown.
1. Study Source 1. How useful is Source 1 as evidence for an historian studying the
causes of the dissolution of the monasteries?
2. Study Interpretation A and Interpretation B. Historians have different views about
particular issues. Using both interpretations, and your understanding of the historical
context, which of these different interpretations of the causes of the dissolution of the
monasteries do you find more convincing?

(e) The Pilgrimage of Grace
The most significant uprising against the religious changes taking place in England
occurred from October to December 1536. Three rebellions were known as the Pilgrimage
of Grace. News of a small uprising in Lincolnshire spread quickly across the north of
England. The rebels were fearful of the religious changes and the dissolution of the
monasteries. There was also widespread hatred of Cromwell and rumours of further
taxation. This rebellion disintegrated in the face of the Duke of Suffolk’s advancing army.
On 4 October Robert Aske, a lawyer from London, heard of this uprising and sent letters
calling on local men in Yorkshire to defend the Holy Church. Many flocked to him not
just out of fear for their religion but also for economic and social reasons. They feared
further taxation and the area had also been hit by a series of poor harvests. By 10 October
Aske had become the Chief Captain of an army of about 30,000 men, based in York. On
21 October he took control of Pontefract Castle. Aske provided strong leadership of the
Pilgrimage Army who soon controlled most of the north of England. The rebels were well
organised with emblems, religious banners and oaths of allegiance.
The government in London was badly prepared and Henry VIII sent the Duke of Norfolk
to meet the rebels who set out their demands in the Five Articles of York, written by Aske.
The demands included an end to the suppression of the Catholic religion and its religious
houses. The document also criticised Cromwell and many of the newly appointed
bishops, as well as expressing fears of further taxation. A truce was agreed on 27 October
which led to a stalemate. In early December Aske presented the Pontefract Articles or
Twenty Four Articles, which demanded the full restoration of the old religion. Through the
Duke of Norfolk the King offered the rebels a general pardon, a prolonged truce and he
promised that Parliament would discuss the issues raised by the rebels. Aske accepted
on the condition that the monasteries would not be suppressed before Parliament
could meet. The Commons reluctantly accepted this agreement and the rebels started
to disperse. However, a further rebellion in Cumberland sealed the fate of the pilgrims.
On 16 January 1537 Sir Francis Bigod launched a further rebellion which, although
unsuccessful, gave Henry the excuse he needed to punish all the rebels. As a result, 178,
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including Aske and Bigod, were killed.
The rebellions had been motivated mainly by religious factors and economic grievances.
There was also a hatred of Cromwell and a fear of further reforms. The Pilgrimage had
limited impact apart from temporarily slowing down the dissolution of the monasteries.
Web Article
For further details of the Pilgrimage of Grace, see the following:
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/tudor-england/the-pilgrimage-ofgrace/
http://englishhistory.net/tutor/the-pilgrimage-of-grace-1536/
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4. Political Developments 1547–58

EDWARD SEYMOUR

(a) The development of government under Somerset and
Northumberland
(i) The role of Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset
In December 1546 Henry VIII amended his will to change his line of succession to Edward,
followed by Mary and then Elizabeth. The King also created a Regency Council which
would govern England until Edward was old enough to rule by himself. When Henry VIII
died in 1547, Edward VI became the new King of England but some Catholics believed
that his sister Mary had a stronger claim to the English throne. Minority rule also created
political problems due to factions and court politics. Henry had been aware of this and
had attempted to create a balanced Regency Council which no one faction could control.
However, Edward’s uncle, Edward Seymour, saw his opportunity to gain control of the
Council. As the King’s uncle and a successful military leader, he was an important figure
in government. He manipulated the Reform faction to support him and altered the King’s
will to ensure that he was declared Protector of Edward VI in 1547. He also gained control
of the dry stamp. Nevertheless, there was no guarantee that Somerset as Protector would
be accepted by other powerful English families and nobles.
Somerset adopted a strong personal style of government after he had secured control
of the Regency Council and he ignored the Privy Council, whose importance had grown
under Henry VIII. In effect, Somerset became an autocratic ruler. He ignored the
Council and appointed his own men to positions of power. He established his own group
of advisers at Somerset House and was heavily reliant on the power of proclamation.
Somerset also ignored Edward, the King himself, and this was to cost him dearly. His
style of government and some serious political problems helped to create widespread
discontent with Somerset amongst the council, court and the ordinary people. The
outbreak of rebellions, along with fears of a French invasion, led to his downfall in October
1549.
15

HISTORY

(ii) The role of John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland
In February 1547, after the death of Henry VIII, Northumberland was appointed Lord
Chamberlain to Edward VI. In 1549 he crushed Kett’s Rebellion and used the unpopularity
of Somerset to win support for his successful seizure of power in October 1549. In February
1550 Northumberland became Lord President of the council but was careful not to give
himself the title Lord Protector, having learnt from the mistakes made by Somerset. The
functions of the Privy Council were restored and William Cecil played a key role in the
revival of the role of the council. The dominance of Northumberland over the Privy Council
ensured his political survival and he exercised the powers of the King to appoint new
councillors. He chose men for their ability and included Edward in some of the decisionmaking. Northumberland attempted to reform the administration of government to make
it more effective.
In 1551 Somerset was readmitted to the Council and plotted against Northumberland.
These plots were uncovered and Somerset was arrested and executed in 1552.
Northumberland used this as a pretext for removing his opponents from the Council and
he created a palace guard to protect his interests. By 1552 Northumberland controlled
both the King and Council through his role as Lord President. Edward VI had started to
play some role in the Council when he became fourteen but his influence was limited due
to his ill health and age. By 1553 Northumberland’s government had solved most of the
political problems created by Somerset’s ineffective government.

JOHN DUDLEY
Web Article
Read the following article at:
https://prezi.com/ceclp1cwqdtx/somerset-v-northumberland/
Questions for discussion:
1. Explain the political problems which faced Edward VI in 1547.
2. Why did Somerset become Protector in 1547?
3. Why had Somerset’s government failed by 1549?
4. Explain the main political developments under Northumberland from
1549 to 1553.
5. How important was the role of the Privy Council from 1547 to 1553?
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(b) The Many-Headed Monster Rebellions of 1549
(i) Causes
The 1549 Rebellions are so called because the educated ruling elites in Tudor society
saw the ordinary people as a “many-headed monster”. There were two main rebellions in
1549, the Western Rebellion and Kett’s Rebellion. These rebellions occurred for a variety
of reasons. Politically, many in England were unhappy with Somerset and his autocratic
style of government. Some rebels voiced religious grievances, such as the introduction
of the 1549 Prayer Book and attacks on the traditional Church. There were also economic
causes of the rebellions, such as opposition to enclosure and the grinding poverty of the
ordinary people.
The participants in the Western Rebellion, also known as the Prayer Book Rebellion,
wanted a return to Catholicism and the planned introduction of the new Prayer Book
helped to trigger this rebellion. There were also economic factors, such as discontent
with Somerset’s economic policies, in particular a fear of further taxation on sheep and
cloth. Somerset’s Enclosure Commission had raised the expectations of the peasants,
while infuriating the ruling classes. As the rebellion was based in Cornwall, those who
took part were also concerned about their regional identity. The poor harvests of 1548
and 1549 increased general frustration and anger. By contrast, Kett’s Rebellion was
primarily motivated by economic factors, particular the growth of enclosure. The collapse
of textile exports had brought about an increase in unemployment. What started as a
drunken feast escalated into an attack on enclosure fences which grew into a full-scale
rebellion. However, these rebellions were more of a cry for help than a direct threat to the
government itself.
(ii) Results and significance
Somerset did not have sufficient military resources to put down the rebellions. At first
he offered pardons to the rebels if they disbanded. When this did not work, troops were
sent in under the command of leading gentry. Somerset failed to deal with the uprisings
effectively and it was Northumberland who used military force to crush Kett’s Rebellion.
The success of Northumberland contributed to the downfall of Somerset in October
1549. The rebellions were defeated but in the process up to 10,000 people lost their lives.
Economic and religious unrest brought about the rebellions which failed due to a lack
of support from key groups in English society, such as the gentry and the aristocratic
nobility. These rebellions never directly attacked the throne of Edward VI but they can be
regarded as a response to Somerset’s inadequate government.

(c) The Succession Crisis of 1553
In January 1553, when Edward VI became ill again, plans were drawn up involving
Northumberland and the King to ensure a Protestant succession to the throne of England.
Edward wished to remove Mary, a Catholic, from the line of succession. Both Mary and
Elizabeth were Edward’s successors but neither had been legitimised. A “Devise” drawn
up by Edward and Northumberland changed succession to Lady Jane Grey and her male
heirs. Edward was keen to keep England Protestant and Northumberland was eager to
keep his position of power and influence in the country. In March 1553 his son, Guildford,
married Lady Jane Grey. In July 1553 Edward VI died and Northumberland tried but failed
to make Lady Jane Grey the new Queen. Northumberland had misjudged the mood of the
people, believing that they would support Lady Jane Grey against a Catholic princess.
However, the people supported Mary since she was the daughter of “Good Queen Kate” and
they believed in the Divine Right of Kings. Mary I had acted decisively during this crisis
17
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and proclaimed herself Queen on 10 July 1553. The new Queen secured the allegiance
of the council before ending the plot, with the arrest of Northumberland, Guilford and
Lady Jane Grey. Mary I also enjoyed some popular support in England, despite her
apparent desire to restore Catholicism. This was welcomed by many in England, including
Catholics who had converted to Protestantism for political reasons or who practised the
“old religion” in secret. Mary I wanted to secure the succession and a Catholic dynasty by
preventing her sister Elizabeth from becoming Queen in the future.

LADY JANE GREY
Questions for discussion:
1. Explain why Northumberland wanted to make Lady Jane Grey Queen in
1553.
2. How much popular support did Mary I enjoy when she became Queen in
1553?
3. What were the political effects of the Succession Crisis on Mary I after 1553?

(d) The development of government under Mary I
Mary I realised the important role of the Privy Council and appointed many councillors
who had served Edward VI well. In 1555 her husband Philip II set up a smaller inner
council to try to make government more effective. Parliament, however, opposed some
of Mary I’s religious measures and refused to comply with the Crown’s full demands for
taxation. However, factions played a minor role in this period and the style of government
under Mary I enjoyed success in some areas, such as finance. She also introduced
measures to create stable local government in towns by issuing royal characters. This
helped to create a common standard for the structures and powers of town councils in
England. Mary I also initiated measures to deal with poverty by providing effective poor
relief. Under her rule the administrative progress started by Northumberland continued
and some innovative measures were introduced. To sum up, Mary I’s political policies were
largely successful.
Web Video
Watch a documentary from David Starkey about the mid-Tudors and the
problems they faced at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5mRFbmSga_4
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(e) The problems caused by a female monarch following a minor
King
When Mary I, a Catholic, came to the throne, she faced some opposition. Henry VIII, while
including her in the Succession Act, had never reinstated her legitimacy. Many leading
Protestants feared a Catholic Queen of England and had a replacement Queen in Mary’s
half-sister Elizabeth. When Mary I became Queen, she faced many political problems,
such as opposition from powerful nobles, rival factions and Protestant reformers. There
was also some opposition to a female monarch as England had not had a Queen since the
twelfth century.
Mary I’s principal aim was to restore Roman Catholicism in England and to secure her
royal succession with children from her marriage to Philip II. The question of marriage
caused tension between Mary and her Council. Although both wished for her to marry,
the Council did not fully support a Spanish marriage. Since the reign of Henry VIII
xenophobia had grown in England and there was a great mistrust of the Spanish. Mary,
because of her mother, favoured a Spanish match. On seeing Philip’s portrait it is said that
she immediately fell in love with him. The proposed marriage to Philip II caused much
opposition from within the Council and Parliament in particular and it even led to Wyatt’s
Rebellion in 1554. Despite this opposition, the royal marriage went ahead in July 1554.
However, Parliament acted to restrict the powers and role of Philip II, as well as preventing
his coronation as King in 1555. The marriage treaty placed restrictions on Philip. He was
not allowed to take Mary or any of their children out of the country without the consent of
Parliament. Any heir could only inherit England and the Netherlands but not Spain. Philip
would be King in name only. The marriage was unpopular and failed to produce a royal
heir to secure the Catholic succession for which Mary I had hoped. The unpopularity of the
marriage increased as it led to a disastrous war with France and the loss of Calais in 1558.
Questions for discussion:
1. Explain the political problems Mary I faced in 1553.
2. Why was there opposition to the proposed of Mary’s marriage to Philip II?
3. What were the political effects of the royal marriage up to 1558?

(f) Wyatt’s Rebellion of 1554
(i) Causes
In January 1554 the Queen publicly announced her planned marriage to Philip II of Spain.
Mary, and her Council, believed that a strong marriage was needed for political security.
Her Council advised her to look for an English candidate such as Edward Courtney,
but Mary was determined to marry Philip. There was widespread hostility in England
to a planned royal marriage which, it was argued, would strengthen the restoration of
Catholicism. These religious fears played a significant role in the outbreak of Wyatt’s
Rebellion in the spring of 1554. Many also feared that England would become a satellite
of Spain, while noblemen feared that they would lose their power and influence. Since the
reign of Henry VIII there had been a growth in nationalism and xenophobia.
Thomas Wyatt, a landowner from Kent, led the rebellion. It was motivated by political and
religious concerns, as well as economic factors, such as a decline in the cloth industry in
Kent, where the rebellion started. Wyatt gathered some influential support from Croft and
Carew, fellow landowners, as well as Henry Grey. They claimed that they were rebelling “to
prevent us from being overrun by strangers”.
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(ii) Results and significance
The aim of Wyatt’s Rebellion was to launch a four-prong attack and remove Mary from
the throne, replacing her with Princess Elizabeth. However, news of the plan leaked and
Mary and her government were one step ahead of the rebels. In early February 1554 Wyatt
marched on London with an army of about 2,500 men. On 12 February he and his army
were stopped near the Tower of London and forced to surrender. Mary rallied London to
her cause and the rebellion was easily put down. Wyatt and approximately 90 rebels were
executed, including some, such as Lady Jane Grey, who were not involved in the rebellion.
Wyatt’s Rebellion failed due to a lack of widespread support. Mary I had survived the
second threat to her throne in just twelve months and rejoiced with her people. However,
the fact that the rebels reached London highlighted the potential threat of Elizabeth, who
was a prisoner of Mary’s during this time. Elizabeth would remain a constant threat to
Mary.
Questions for discussion:
1. Explain the causes of Wyatt’s Rebellion.
2. What were the aims of Wyatt’s Rebellion?
3. What were the political effects of Wyatt’s Rebellion?
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5. Religious Developments 1547–58

(a) The Edwardian religious reforms 1547–53
(i) Somerset’s religious reforms
Edward VI had been brought up a Protestant but in 1547 only a minority of English people
were of this faith and Catholicism remained strong, especially in the north. Somerset
as Protector wanted to strengthen the Protestant faith in England. Legislation which
included Catholic elements was repealed, such as the Six Articles, the Treason Act and
the King’s Book. Leading Catholics such as Gardiner criticised Somerset’s actions. In 1547
the Chantries Act was passed which dissolved over 2000 chantries, 90 colleges and 110
hospitals. This completed the removal of church property, started by Henry VIII, and had a
positive impact on royal finances.
In 1548 orders were given to remove all images from churches; in future only authorised
clergy would be allowed to preach. These measures to enforce the Protestant faith led to
the first Prayer Book of 1549 followed in the same year by the Act of Uniformity. Somerset
was careful to ensure that the new Prayer Book met Protestant demands but was also
acceptable to many Catholics since it was ambiguous about issues like the Eucharist.
(ii) Northumberland’s religious reforms
Although Northumberland was a Catholic, he appreciated the power and influence of
the Reform faction and therefore courted their support, offering them religious reforms
to enhance his own position. In May 1550 a new, more radical Church Service Book was
introduced which encouraged ministers to preach the Gospel. Northumberland also
appointed many leading Protestants as bishops, such as Radley and Hooper. King Edward
VI himself was influenced by the views of his court preachers such as Hugh Latimer.

BISHOP LATIMER
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Most Bishops favoured religious reform by 1551 and, against this background,
Northumberland introduced further religious reforms. The Second Prayer Book, which
was issued in 1552, broke the compromises between Protestant and Catholic doctrine
implicit in the Prayer Book of 1549. The Prayer Book of 1552 was strongly Protestant
and was supported by an Act of Uniformity passed in the same year. Northumberland’s
religious reforms were completed by Cranmer’s Forty-Two Articles in 1552 which
represented a clearly Protestant interpretation of the English religious faith. By the end of
1552 it was an offence for the clergy and laity not to attend Church of England services.
Northumberland’s religious changes were radical but they were incomplete when Edward
VI died in 1553. His successor, Mary Tudor, was a Catholic.
Questions for discussion:
1. What were the aims of the Duke of Somerset’s religious policies?
2. Explain the role Somerset played in the Edwardian religious reforms up to
1549.
3. What were the aims of the Duke of Northumberland’s religious reforms?
4. Explain the role Northumberland played in the Edwardian religious reforms up to 1553.

(b) The restoration of Roman Catholicism under Mary I
Mary I was determined to restore the Roman Catholic faith in England when she came
to the throne, despite the political implications of this decision. However, England had
changed greatly since the onset of the break with Rome and people who had gained land
as a result of the dissolution of the monasteries would have been reluctant to return it
to the Church. The nobles were reluctant to return power to the Pope. Many people had
become Protestant by 1553 but Catholicism remained strong in some areas, such as the
North of England. Even some of Mary’s advisers, such as Gardiner, were not enthusiastic
about a return to Papal supremacy and urged caution.
Cardinal Pole was appointed Papal Legate but did not return to England until after the
marriage of Philip II and Mary I in 1554. In the autumn of 1553 Parliament refused to
repeal the Act of Supremacy but it did pass an Act of Repeal which reversed the work of
the Edwardian Reformation and revived the mass, as well as restoring Catholic practices
and doctrine. In March 1554 Royal Injunctions were issued to suppress heresy and restore
Catholic Holy days, ceremonies and processions. By 1554 Gardiner had replaced many
Protestant bishops with committed Catholics and fourteen seminaries were set up to train
priests. In November 1554 Parliament passed the Second Act of Repeal which removed
all anti-Papal legislation passed since 1529. By 1555 Mary I had taken many measures to
restore Catholicism under the influence of Pole and Philip II. However, the major issue of
former Church lands still remained unsolved when Mary I died in 1558.
Questions for discussion:
1. What were the aims of Mary I’s religious policies in 1553?
2. Explain the measures taken by Mary I to restore Roman Catholicism in
England from 1553 to 1558.
3. What role did Cardinal Pole play in the religious changes under Mary I?
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(c) The Marian persecutions and their consequences
As well as legislative measures to reverse the Protestant Reformation in England,
Mary I took further steps to remove the Protestant threat in England. Censorship was
introduced in 1553 and a list of banned writers was issued in 1555. The punishment for
anyone involved with these banned books could be execution. In January 1555 Mary’s
third Parliament restored the Treason Act which was used to launch a wave of Marian
persecutions against Protestants.
During the reign of Edward VI only two religious extremists had been burned to death.
Under Mary I nearly 300 Protestant suffered this fate, including fifty women, mainly in
the south-east of England. The best known victims of the Marian persecution were Ridley
and Latimer, who were burned to death in October 1555, and Cranmer, who suffered
the same fate in March 1556. Over 800 leading English Protestants fled the Marian
persecutions and went into exile. Many Protestants were driven underground to avoid
persecution and political opposition to Mary I increased.
The Marian persecutions reached their peak in 1555–56 but failed to destroy the
Protestant faith in England. In fact, many historians would argue that Mary did much
for Protestantism because, as a result of the persecutions, Protestants became more
determined and committed to their religion. The restoration of Catholicism was hindered
by the brevity of Mary I’s reign, the vested interests of those who had gained from the
English Reformation and the continuing support for the Protestant faith.
Teaching and Learning Activity
Historical Investigations and Interpretations
Read Source 1, Interpretation A and Interpretation B and answer the
questions which follow:
Source 1
Extract from a letter from Simon Renard, the Spanish Ambassador in England, to the later
Philip II, February 1555. Mary I, who felt isolated from her English Royal Court, placed
great trust in Renard. They had worked closely on the negotiations for her marriage to
Philip in 1554.
The people of London are deeply concerned about the cruel enforcement of the recent
Acts of Parliament regarding heresy. This was expressed publicly, when a Protestant
heretic was burnt yesterday. Many onlookers wept, while others prayed to God to give
them strength to bear the pain and remain loyal to the Protestant religion. Others
gathered the ashes and bones of the heretic to preserve them. It is feared that this may
cause a revolt. I do not think that you should allow further executions unless the reasons
are overwhelmingly strong or the offence is scandalous. If the people of London got their
way, not only would the true religion be threatened but yourself and the Queen might also
be in danger.
Interpretation A
© ‘The Tudor Years’ by J. Lotherington, Hodder & Stoughton, 1994
It is, however, still doubtful that, even given more time, Mary could in fact have achieved
more in religion for few of those directing her religious policy really understood
contemporary English religious sentiment. Neither Mary herself, nor her husband Philip
II, were ever really in touch with public opinion and Pole tended to think of the England
that he had left in 1532. The tone of Pole’s religious policy remained negative and he
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failed to make use of native English spiritual or intellectual traditions. Moreover, there
was little religious literature produced on the Catholic side and there was limited money
available in the difficult economic circumstances of the 1550s. Thus, Mary’s attempt to reestablish the monasteries produced only fourteen seminaries and six monastic houses by
1557. Finally, Mary was left with most of the same clergy who had served under Edward
VI. If England was far from being a Protestant state in 1553, it was also far from being
universally Catholic in 1558.
Interpretation B
Extract from Christopher Haigh, English Reformations, published in 1993.
The Marian reconstruction of Catholicism was a success. It was not a total success, for the
extreme Protestants could not all be crushed and those who were not extreme could not
be made enthusiastic Catholics, at least not in five years. The evidence from the parishes
is of considerable and continuing support for traditional services and celebrations. In
Mary’s last year, recruitment to the priesthood was better than it had been for thirty years.
Religious divisions may have been easing and persecution had slackened. Protestant
exiles were in dispute and despair. And then Mary made her only serious and fatal error.
She died on 17 November 1558.
1. Study Source 1. How useful is Source 1 as evidence for an historian studying the
Marian persecution of Protestants?
2. Study Interpretation A and Interpretation B. Historians have different views about
particular issues. Using both interpretations, and your understanding of historical
context, which of these different interpretations of the success of Mary I’s religious
policies do you find more convincing?
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6. Economic and Social Problems

(a) Economic and social effects of the dissolution of the
monasteries
One of the most important economic effects of the dissolution of the monasteries was the
financial benefits the Crown derived from selling the confiscated Church lands. By 1547
only half of the former Church lands was still owned by the Crown. Some of the lands had
been sold off by Henry VIII to pay for wars against France and Scotland. Many of the new
landowners, such as the gentry, had improved their position and influence in local society.
The dissolution of the monasteries also removed the wealth and power of the Catholic
Church which helped the Protestant Reformation succeed in England.
There were also important social effects of the dissolution of the monasteries which
had played a major role in everyday social life in England. The loss and destruction of
monastic buildings damaged culture and education as these had been great houses of
education.

REMAINS OF WHITBY ABBEY
Monasteries had also been a traditional source of help and charity for the poor and their
removal contributed to the growing problem of poverty after 1547. Many of the former
monks, friars and nuns lost their role in society and faced unemployment and economic
hardship as a result. In fact, the dissolution of the monasteries had an important impact
on English society and its people in this period.

(b) Economic and social policies of Somerset, Northumberland
and Mary I
(i) Somerset
When Edward VI became King in 1547, England was effectively bankrupt and inflation was
very high. Somerset, as Protector, had to introduce economic policies to deal with inflation
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and improve the financial position of the Crown. Somerset was opposed to the spread of
enclosures and introduced a sheep tax in an attempt to halt this development. He also
continued with the debasement of the currency, an easy way to raise money, even though
it caused inflation and economic instability. The sale of chantry lands also raised money
for the Crown but by 1549 Somerset had not undertaken any major economic reforms. In
1547 the Vagrancy Act was introduced; while it was in many respects a harsh measure, it
ordered local officials to provide some form of poor relief.
(ii) Northumberland
Northumberland tried to restore the financial strength of the Crown and cut government
expenditure. He continued with the debasement of the coinage but brought it to an end in
1551, when England experienced a financial crisis. Northumberland also removed antienclosure measures, such as the unpopular sheep tax which was repealed in 1550. He also
repealed the Vagrancy Act, replacing it with a new Poor Law of 1552 to deal with poverty
and social unrest. Finally, Northumberland’s deflationary policies led to price reductions
of basic foodstuffs by 1553.
(iii) Mary I
Under Mary I the exchequer assumed a more important role and new methods were
introduced to increase Crown income. In 1554 important economic reforms were
introduced which proved successful and continued the work started by Northumberland.
In 1558 a new Book of Rates was introduced which improved customs revenues. Money
was also raised through the sale of land, higher rents from Crown lands and growth in
trade. However, during this period England experienced poor harvests, severe epidemics
and a decline in population. Mary I also introduced some poor relief measures. Laws were
passed to encourage the conversion of pasture land to tillage, similar to previous antienclosure laws.
Questions for discussion:
1. Explain how Somerset tried to deal with England’s economic problems up
to 1549.
2. What were the aims of Northumberland’s economic policies?
3. How effectively did Mary I deal with England’s economic problems from
1553 to 1558?
4. How did governments in the period 1547–58 respond to England’s social problems?

(c) Economic and social problems 1547–58
Tudor governments from 1547 to 1558 faced severe economic and social problems and
this has been called a mid-Tudor economic crisis. Enclosure was one of the main problems
and, although Somerset established an Enclosure Commission, no new measures were
introduced. Similarly, Northumberland failed to reform the use of enclosures. Debasement
of the coinage caused inflation and damaged the economy, particularly England’s trade,
which contributed to the economic crisis of 1551. A series of poor harvests, in particular
1549–50, 1555–56 and 1556–57, the worst harvest in the whole of the sixteenth century,
resulted in social disorder, poverty and a rise in disease and epidemics. The typhus
epidemic of 1556–58 doubled the death rate in England and led to a decline in population
by 1558. Trade patterns had also been disrupted and the cloth trade was damaged by the
collapse of the Antwerp market in 1551–52. The economic crisis in England of 1547–58
was also partly due to political instability.
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Questions for discussion:
1. What were the economic effects of enclosure from 1547 to 1558?
2. What were the economic effects of debasement on the English economy
in the period 1547–58?
3. Explain the social problems England faced between 1547 and 1558.
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