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GCSE Contemporary Crafts 2021 Guidance 
2020 has been a challenging year for all subjects, and CCEA is aware that Contemporary 
Crafts presents unique challenges for course delivery and assessment that have been 
disrupted by school closures this year. As the public health situation in relation to COVID-19 
is constantly changing, it is impossible to rule out further disruption. However, whilst we 
cannot predict the future, we would like to give you some information and reassurance at 
this point.  

School closures have impacted on the progress of all candidates for several reasons, 
including, amongst others, access to resources, support, and the direction to cease work on 
controlled assessment at the beginning of lockdown. We also understand that home 
learning is not a substitute for face-to-face contact with teachers. We assure you that 
CCEA’s focus is to ensure fairness to all candidates, in all centres, considering availability of 
resources and time. However, the situation remains fluid and while we are providing some 
guidance based on the situation as it stands at this point, you must be aware that further 
change may be necessary, and we will update you accordingly.  

Aims of this Document 

• To provide information about specification changes   
• To provide information about the measures we are taking to give all candidates the same 

opportunity to succeed 
• To provide information on assessment and moderation  
• To provide answers to common questions and concerns  
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Course Changes for 2021 

Year 11/Candidates beginning GCSE Contemporary Crafts in September 2020  
There is no change to the specification. The specification should be delivered as normal to 
all candidates starting the qualification in September 2020.  

Year 12/Candidates completing GCSE Contemporary Crafts in Summer 2021 
- Component 1: Making: Exploring Materials, Techniques and Processes – No change  

Students should produce an edited portfolio of practical work and a learning file 
detailing investigations into the work and professional practices of craft 
makers/designers/artists, business models and employability options in the craft and 
creative industries and health and safety practices. 

Please note, all areas of the specification for Component 1 remain unchanged and 
should be addressed. This work will be internally assessed and externally moderated 
using the usual assessment matrix. 

- Component 2: Working to a Brief – This unit is eligible for omission in Summer 2021. A 
new task will be released in January 2021 for candidates who wish to enter for 
Component 2. 

 

Measures to Ensure Fairness for All Candidates 

Many centres have taken different approaches to teaching and learning during lockdown. 
Levels of pupil engagement, rates of progress and the quality of work produced by students 
at home has varied widely for many reasons. We acknowledge that these variations are 
impossible to address at this point and want to assure you that the measures we have taken 
are to ensure fairness to all. 

Measures include the following: 

• Reducing the specification by removing the requirement to complete Component 2 to 
compensate for time lost through lockdown. 

• Guided learning hours can include work completed at home through online learning if 
necessary due to timetabling constraints, school closure, or if a candidate is required to 
remain at home to shield or self-isolate. 

• Photographs of work in progress can be used to authenticate work if candidates are 
working at home or unable to transport work to and from school. However, it is 
recommended that all candidates photograph their work on a regular basis as it 
progresses.  
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Assessment and Moderation  

Component 1 will be assessed internally and moderated externally using the existing 
marking matrices as usual. Component 1 can make up the whole qualification for 2021. The 
full qualification can be awarded using the marks for Component 1 only. 

In the case that moderators are not permitted to visit centres due to public health 
restrictions we will rely on photographic evidence of work in progress to moderate remotely 
or online. Therefore, all centres should keep an up-to-date photographic record of work as it 
progresses. Students can be instructed to photograph their own work in progress. 
Additional guidance will follow. 

 

Addressing Common Questions and Concerns 

Blended/Remote Learning 

Can work completed during online lessons or home learning be authenticated or 
submitted as part of controlled assessment? 
As long as work for Component 1 has only been completed during the set period, and you 
can authenticate it, then yes. Please be advised that a photographic record of work in 
progress is necessary to do this. It would be helpful to have a photographic record of this in 
the event of remote or online moderation. 
 
What work can my students do at home? 
Work that students can do includes: 
• Continuing with work that has been set during ‘face-to-face’ lessons in school. 
• Investigating the work of, for example, craft makers, designers and artists. 
• Skills development – Students can be provided with videos to watch at home. These may 

include demonstrations of processes or techniques which candidates can put into 
practice in their own work. 

• Editing and annotating their portfolio. 
• Video diaries of work in progress. 
• Photography-based tasks, for example photoshoots and digital editing. 
• Digital image manipulation using apps available online. 
• Visiting craft makers, designers and galleries online. 
• Experimenting or developing work using found materials, for example upcycling or 

recycling. 

Please note, this is not a definitive list and there is no restriction on what can be done 
outside of school or lessons if it can be done safely. 

Can I accept work completed entirely at home? 
If it is necessary that a student cannot attend school due to school closures, shielding or 
self-isolating, and you can properly authenticate the work as their own, then yes. You will 
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only be able to authenticate work as a candidate’s own if they have provided you with 
regular photographic evidence of their work as it progresses. 

 

Public Health Guidance and Social Distancing 

How do my candidates access the marks for experimentation with materials, techniques 
and processes within the constraints of public health guidance? 
Teachers and candidates should be reassured that public health guidance applies to all, and 
all centres are working with the same limitations. Teachers may need to adapt their usual 
repertoire and be creative with the resources they have available and that are safe to use. 
Many centres may experience difficulties in adapting to the new working conditions and 
teachers will be required to be creative and resourceful. If students are encouraged to be 
creative and resourceful with what is available, this could lead to some interesting and 
innovative outcomes. 

How do I properly authenticate work if a large volume is completed at home – for 
example if a student is shielding or self-isolating, if my school is closed, or a significant 
number of my lessons are taught online? 
This will require teacher discretion and the regular use of school email or online learning 
platforms such as Google Classroom to submit photographs of work in progress.  

How do we safely manage the movement of work and materials between home and 
school? 
It may be the case that no work or materials can be transported to or from school. As we 
know, the situation is fluid and subject to frequent change. However, if no work or materials 
can be taken to or from school, teachers will need to recognise that it may not be 
reasonable to work with the same range of materials and processes, or on the same scale, 
as usual. You may choose to use more digital techniques and processes and to provide packs 
of materials or lists of materials that students can reasonably have access to at home. You 
may organise learning so that no transportation is required, for example using a ‘flipped 
classroom’ model where the work is produced at home and class time is used for directed 
instruction, reviewing and feeding back, and planning work to be completed at home. Be 
reassured that if this is the case, it is the case for all. 

Public health guidance may mean that my students cannot work on a large scale. What 
can I do about this? 
There is no requirement in the specification regarding scale. Candidates can work on a large 
scale at home or at school providing the work can be authenticated and the movement and 
storage of work does not breach public health guidance. However, each school will adapt to 
the best fit for that particular school. 

With timetable changes to allow for social distancing, my students will not get the 
required number of guided learning hours in school. Will they be disadvantaged? 
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It is expected that the amount of face-to-face learning will vary widely for many reasons. In 
the Summer 2021 series guided learning hours can be a combination of remote and face-to-
face learning. Course reduction and the extended period for Component 1 should also help 
address problems in this area. It may be the case that online course delivery has to replace 
face-to-face contact entirely in some cases. In this situation a robust system for regularly 
recording work in progress is particularly important. 

With the current guidance on social distancing, I will not be able to demonstrate practical 
techniques to whole teaching groups or individuals or provide one-to-one support. Will 
this affect achievement? 
At present we know that teachers are likely to have to adapt their usual practice. This may 
include the use of visualisers and pre-recorded demonstration videos to replace some usual 
methods of demonstration. However, it may still be possible to provide more personalised 
demonstrations to smaller groups. To provide one-to-one support, teachers may have to 
utilise online learning platforms for personalised feedback and instruction. We do not know 
at this point how this will affect progress but if public health guidance is adhered to, every 
candidate will be affected in the same way. 

How will I address the requirement for students to gain knowledge and understanding of 
the creative industries if public health guidance will not allow practitioners to visit my 
school, or external visits to workshops? 
Whilst these experiences are very beneficial, there is no requirement in the specification 
that candidates visit workshops or that practitioners visit schools. Alternative options might 
include online interviews with practitioners or workshops delivered via online platforms. 
Candidates can access many great opportunities like this independently. This will require 
some creative thinking but could present some exciting opportunities. 

 

Course Expectations 

What volume of work is expected? 
As usual, there is no specific volume of work required. The only requirement is that each 
assessment objective is addressed. 

My students are not where I would expect them to be in terms of knowledge, skills and 
understanding as a result of having missed so much contact time. Will they be 
disadvantaged? 
No. CCEA understands that the progression of many students will have been limited, and 
this will be addressed in moderation. Moderators will be fully briefed on the differences we 
expect during the Summer 2021 series. Course changes have been made to compensate for 
the reduction in time candidates have had to develop skills, knowledge and understanding.  

Why is there no change to the course for Year 11/those beginning the qualification in 
2020? 
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The changes made for those qualifying in 2021 are as a result of the restrictions on progress 
experienced by candidates to date. We cannot predict what will happen in the future and 
hope that those starting the course in September will have the opportunity to experience 
the full course, albeit with some adaptations to delivery. 

 

Assessment and Moderation 

How will work be moderated if schools close again or moderators cannot visit schools? 
If visiting moderation is not possible due to school closures or public health guidance, then 
we will moderate work either online or remotely. We will rely on photographic records of 
work in progress for this. 

How should I keep a photographic record of work in progress? 
We recommend that both preparatory work and final outcomes are photographed at 
regular intervals as work progresses to ensure that work can be authenticated. Each school 
should develop a process for this that works for them. It may be useful to routinely 
photograph the work candidates have produced weekly or fortnightly. Students can be 
instructed to take photographs in their own time. Whilst this should not be onerous and no 
special presentation is required, photographs should be clear and provide a good record of 
the journey each candidate has taken.  

While this is a challenging and unprecedented time it provides contemporary crafts teachers 
with the opportunity to rethink existing practices.  It is also a chance to collaborate with 
others and share good practice. Further support is available from CCEA.  

 


