
 
A22 IMPLEMENTING SOLUTIONS – ASSESSMENT CRITIERIA AND MARK BANDS 

 
Assessment 

Objective 
Level 1 

 
Basic 

Level 2 
 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 
 

Good 

Level 4 
 

Excellent 

Total 

AO1 Marks ([1]–[2]) 
Candidate demonstrates 
basic knowledge and 
understanding of project 
management techniques. 
This is evidenced by the 
provision of a basic project 
plan outlining some tasks, 
resources and timescales 
using a suitable method. 

 
 
 
Candidate demonstrates 
basic knowledge and 
understanding of the need 
to adopt a suitable 
approach to the solution. 
This is evidenced by the 
identification of a possible 
approach to the solution. 

Marks ([3]–[5]) 
Candidate demonstrates 
satisfactory knowledge and 
understanding of project 
management techniques. 
This is evidenced by the 
provision of a satisfactory 
project plan containing 
relevant tasks, resources 
and timescales using a 
suitable method. 

 
Candidate demonstrates 
satisfactory knowledge 
and understanding of the 
need to adopt a suitable 
approach to the solution 
This is evidenced by the 
identification of some 
approaches to the 
solution. 

Marks ([6]–[8]) 
Candidate demonstrates 
good knowledge and 
understanding of project 
management techniques. 
This is evidenced by the 
provision of a detailed 
project plan showing most 
of the necessary tasks, 
resources and timescales 
using suitable software. 

 
 
Candidate demonstrates 
good understanding of the 
need to adopt a suitable 
approach to the solution 
This is evidenced by the 
clear identification of a 
range of approaches to 
the solution. 

Marks ([9]–[10]) 
Candidate demonstrates 
excellent knowledge and 
understanding of project 
management techniques. 
This is evidenced by the 
provision of a 
comprehensive project 
plan showing the full range 
of tasks, resources and 
timescales using relevant 
software. 

 
Candidate demonstrates 
excellent knowledge and 
understanding of the need 
to adopt a suitable 
approach to the solution 
This is evidenced by the 
clear identification of a 
range of approaches to 
the solution. 

10 marks 
available 

 



 
 

Assessment 
Objective 

Level 1 
 

Basic 

Level 2 
 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 
 

Good 

Level 4 
 

Excellent 

Total 

AO1 
(cont.) 

Candidate demonstrates 
basic knowledge and 
understanding of User 
Requirements. 
This is evidenced by the 
provision of a basic 
unstructured list of 
possible requirements. The 
User Requirements list 
may not relate 
appropriately to the 
outcome of research of the 
problem. 

 
 
 
 
 
Candidate demonstrates 
basic knowledge and 
understanding of a 
documented design. 
This is evidenced by the 
production of a basic 
design specification that 
makes some reference to 
the solution in terms of a 
suitable data model, 
structure, input 
specifications, processes, 
output specifications, 
screen designs and report 
specifications. 

Candidate demonstrates 
satisfactory knowledge 
and understanding of User 
Requirements. 
This is evidenced by the 
provision of a User 
Requirements 
specification that is 
structured and contains 
some of the necessary 
elements. 
The User Requirements 
specification relates to the 
outcomes of research of 
the problem. 

 
 
 
Candidate demonstrates 
satisfactory knowledge 
and understanding of a 
documented design. 
This is evidenced by the 
production of a 
satisfactory design 
specification that refers 
appropriately to a suitable 
data model, structure, 
input specifications, 
processes, output 
specifications, screen 
designs and report 
specifications. 

Candidate demonstrates 
good knowledge and 
understanding of User 
Requirements. 
This is evidenced by the 
provision of a detailed 
User Requirements 
specification that is 
properly structured and 
contains all necessary 
elements. 
The User Requirements 
specification will relate 
clearly to the outcomes of 
research of the problem. 

 
 
 
Candidate demonstrates 
good knowledge and 
understanding of a 
documented design. This 
is evidenced by the 
production of a detailed 
design specification that 
includes a viable data 
model, structure, input 
specifications, processes, 
output specifications, 
screen designs and report 
specifications. 

Candidate demonstrates 
excellent knowledge and 
understanding of User 
Requirements. 
This is evidenced by the 
provision of a 
comprehensive User 
Requirements 
specification that is very 
well structured and 
contains all necessary 
elements. 
The User Requirements 
specification will relate 
explicitly to the outcomes 
of research of the 
problem. 

 
Candidate demonstrates 
excellent knowledge and 
understanding of a 
documented design. This 
is evidenced by the 
production of a highly 
detailed design 
specification that includes 
a valid data model, 
structure, input 
specifications, processes, 
output specifications, 
screen designs and report 
specifications. 

 

 



 
 

Assessment 
Objective 

Level 1 
 

Basic 

Level 2 
 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 
 

Good 

Level 4 
 

Excellent 

Total 

A01 
(cont.) 

The design shows limited 
evidence of testing. 

The design shows some 
evidence of testing. 

The design shows detailed 
evidence of testing. 

The design shows 
comprehensive evidence 
of testing. 

 

AO2 Marks ([1]-[6]) 
Candidate demonstrates 
basic application of 
knowledge and skills to 
the solution of the problem 
using a RDMS. 

 

This is evidenced by a 
limited solution to the 
specified problem with a 
basic interface for using 
the application. 

Marks ([7]-[12]) 
Candidate demonstrates 
satisfactory application of 
knowledge and skills to 
the solution of the problem 
using a RDMS. 

 

This is evidenced by a 
working solution to the 
specified problem that has 
a suitable user interface. 

Marks ([13]-[18]) 
Candidate demonstrates 
good application of 
knowledge and skills to 
the solution of the problem 
using a RDMS. 

 

This is evidenced by a 
well-structured working 
solution to the specified 
problem that has a user 
friendly interface. 

Marks ([19]-[24]) 
Candidate demonstrates 
excellent application of 
knowledge and skills to 
the solution of the problem 
using a RDMS. 

 

This is evidenced by a 
comprehensive working 
solution to the specified 
problem that has a good 
quality, user friendly user 
interface. 

24 marks 
available 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

Assessment 
Objective 

Level 1 
 

Basic 

Level 2 
 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 
 

Good 

Level 4 
 

Excellent 

Total 

A02 
(cont.) 

Candidate demonstrates 
basic application of 
knowledge and skills 
regarding the development 
and implementation of a 
solution to a single table 
using a suitable software 
tool. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Candidate demonstrates 
basic application of 
knowledge and skills of 
the solution. This is 
evidenced by the 
production of a CD or 
alternative electronic 
media containing the code 
to create and populate the 
supporting database; the 
code used to develop the 
solution; and an 
instructional user guide. 

Candidate demonstrates 
satisfactory application of 
knowledge and skills 
regarding the development 
of a solution to a working 
single table showing the 
ability to: add: delete: 
display and generate at 
least one working report. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Candidate demonstrates 
satisfactory application of 
knowledge and skills of 
the solution. This is 
evidenced by the 
production of a CD or 
alternative electronic 
media containing the code 
to create and populate the 
supporting database; the 
code used to develop the 
solution; and a useful 
instructional user guide. 

Candidate demonstrates 
good application of 
knowledge and skills 
regarding the development 
of a working solution to 
multiply tables showing the 
ability to: add: delete: 
update and display related 
data from multiple tables. 
Candidate generates a 
report of related data 
demonstrating 
manipulation of data 
reported to a high 
standard. 

 
Candidate demonstrates 
good application of 
knowledge and skills of 
the solution. This is 
evidenced by the 
production of a CD or 
alternative media 
containing the code to 
create and populate the 
supporting database; the 
code used to develop the 
solution; and a detailed 
instructional user guide. 
. 

Candidate demonstrates 
excellent knowledge and 
skills regarding the 
development of a solution 
to multiple tables showing 
the ability to: add: delete: 
update and display 
comprehensive related 
data from multiple tables. 
Candidates generate a 
report of related data 
demonstrating 
manipulation of data 
reported to a very high 
standard. 

 
Candidate demonstrates 
excellent application of 
knowledge and skills of 
the solution. This is 
evidenced by the 
production of a CD or 
alternative electronic 
media containing the code 
to create and populate the 
supporting database; the 
code used to develop the 
solution; and a highly 
detailed instructional user 
guide. 
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Objective 

Level 1 
 

Basic 

Level 2 
 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 
 

Good 

Level 4 
 

Excellent 

Total 

A02 
(cont.) 

Candidate demonstrates 
basic application of 
knowledge and skills to 
the testing of the solution. 
This is evidenced by the 
production of a basic test 
plan. 

Candidate demonstrates 
satisfactory application of 
knowledge and skills to 
the testing of the solution. 
This is evidenced by the 
production of a test plan 
and some representative 
sample test outcomes. 

Candidate demonstrates 
good application of 
knowledge and skills to 
the testing of the solution. 
This is evidenced by the 
production of a detailed 
test plan and a range of 
representative sample test 
outcomes. 

Candidate demonstrates 
excellent application of 
knowledge and skills to 
the testing of the solution. 
This is evidenced by the 
production of a 
comprehensive test plan 
and a detailed range of 
representative sample test 
outcomes. 

 

AO3 Marks ([1]–[4]) 
Candidate demonstrates 
basic analysis and 
evaluation skills. This is 
evidenced by limited 
reference to the project 
plan, the tasks completed, 
the resources and the 
timescales. 

Marks ([5]–[8]) 
Candidate demonstrates 
satisfactory analysis and 
evaluation skills. This is 
evidenced by relevant 
reference to the project 
plan, the tasks completed, 
the resources and the 
timescales. 

Marks ([9]–[12]) 
Candidate demonstrates 
good analysis and 
evaluation skills. This is 
evidenced by detailed 
reference to the 
relationship between the 
tasks, resources and 
timescales contained in 
the project plan and refers 
to the impact of change. 

Marks ([13]–[16]) 
Candidate 
demonstrates excellent 
analysis and evaluation 
skills. This is evidenced 
by highly detailed 
reference to the tasks, 
resources and 
timescales contained in 
the project plan. 
Candidate explains the 
impact of change on the 
project plan and the 
completion of the project. 

16 marks 
available 

 



 
 

Assessment 
Objective 

Level 1 
 

Basic 

Level 2 
 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 
 

Good 

Level 4 
 

Excellent 

Total 

A03 
(cont.) 

Candidate makes basic 
reference to the user 
requirements. 

Candidate makes some 
reference to the user 
requirements and 
evaluates how they have 
been achieved. 
 

Candidate makes detailed 
reference to the user 
requirements and clearly 
evaluates how they have 
been achieved. 

Candidate makes very 
detailed reference to the 
user requirements and 
comprehensively 
evaluates how they have 
been fulfilled. 

 

 Candidate demonstrates 
basic analysis and 
evaluation of the range of 
possible approaches to the 
solution of the problem as 
well as a basic justification 
and                   
explanation of the selected 
approach. 

Candidate demonstrates 
satisfactory analysis and 
evaluation of the range of 
possible approaches to 
the solution of the problem 
as well as a justification 
and explanation of the 
selected approach. 

Candidate demonstrates 
good analysis and 
evaluation of the range of 
possible approaches to the 
solution of the problem as 
well as a detailed 
justification and 
explanation of the selected 
approach. 

Candidate demonstrates 
excellent analysis and 
evaluation of the range of 
possible approaches to the 
solution of the problem as 
well as a thorough 
justification and 
explanation of the selected 
approach. 

 

 Candidate provides basic 
evaluation of test 
procedures. 

Candidate provides 
satisfactory evaluation of 
test procedures. 

Candidate provides good 
evaluation of test 
procedures. 

Candidate provides 
excellent evaluation of test 
procedures. 

 
Candidate provides 
excellent evaluative 
comment regarding the 
solution to the problem. 

 

 Candidate provides limited 
evaluative comment 
regarding the solution to 
the problem. 

Candidate provides 
satisfactory evaluative 
comment regarding the 
solution to the problem. 

Candidate provides good 
evaluative comment 
regarding the solution to 
the problem. 

 

 Candidate demonstrates 
basic application of 
analysis and evaluation of 
the solution evidenced by 
the provision of a podcast. 

Candidate demonstrates 
satisfactory application of 
analysis and evaluation of 
the solution evidenced by 
the provision of a podcast. 

Candidate demonstrates 
good application of 
analysis and evaluation of 
the solution evidenced by 
the provision of a podcast. 

Candidate demonstrates 
excellent application of 
analysis and evaluation of 
the solution evidenced by 
the provision of a podcast. 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

[0] is awarded for a response not worthy of credit. 
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Objective 

Level 1 
 

Basic 

Level 2 
 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 
 

Good 

Level 4 
 

Excellent 

Total 

A03 
(cont.) 

Candidate makes limited 
evaluative comment 
regarding their own 
performance throughout 
the development. 

Candidate makes 
satisfactory evaluative 
comment regarding their 
own performance 
throughout the 
development. 

Candidate makes detailed 
evaluative comment 
regarding their own 
performance throughout 
the development. 

Candidate makes very 
detailed evaluative 
comment regarding their 
own performance. 

 

 Relevant material is poorly 
organised and presented 
with a lack of clarity and 
coherence. 

Relevant material is 
sufficiently organised and 
presented with some 
clarity and coherence. 

Relevant material is well 
organised and presented 
with a competent degree 
of clarity and coherence. 

Relevant material is 
succinct, well organised 
and presented with a high 
degree of clarity and 
coherence. 

 

 Use of specialist 
vocabulary and spelling, 
punctuation and 
grammar is basic. 

Use of specialist 
vocabulary and spelling, 
punctuation and 
grammar is satisfactory. 

Use of specialist 
vocabulary and spelling, 
punctuation and 
grammar is good. 

Use of specialist 
vocabulary and spelling, 
punctuation and 
grammar is excellent. 

 

 Total Marks Available (50) 
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