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Section A

Answer two questions from this section

1 (a) “Allah is above all human understanding, yet knows all things.”

  With particular reference to this statement, examine what the Qur’an teaches  
about Allah. [20]

 (b) Critically assess the view that the Articles of Faith found in the Qur’an make it easy for 
Muslims to submit to the will of Allah. [30]

2 (a) Discuss the Shia teaching on the Hidden Imam and how this impacts on their 
understanding of Allah and Muhammad. [20]

 (b) “The first four caliphs and modern Muslim leaders have failed to bring unity to the 
Muslim community.”

 
  Critically evaluate this claim. [30]

3 (a) How does the Qur’an inform the Islamic understanding of marriage for women? [20]

 (b) “The Islamic understanding of justice, law and punishment are unrealistic in the 
modern world.”

  Critically assess this claim. [30]
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Section B

Synoptic Assessment

Theme: Conflict, Freedom of Belief and Orthodoxy

You must answer this question

4 (a) With reference to one example, discuss the reasons for challenges to religious 
orthodoxy. You must support your answer with reference to at least one other unit 
of study. [20]

 (b) “Debates over orthodoxy and heresy continue to divide religious communities.” 
 
Critically assess this claim. You must refer to other aspects of human experience in 
your answer. [30]
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