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General Descriptions for Marking Criteria

Knowledge and
Understanding Skills Quality of Written

Communication Level

The candidate will show a 
wide-ranging and accurate 
knowledge and a clear 
understanding of the 
concepts/ideas relevant to 
the question. All or most 
of the knowledge and 
understanding that can be 
expected is given.

The candidate will display 
a high level of ability 
through insightful analysis 
and interpretation of the 
resource material with 
little or no gaps, errors or 
misapprehensions. All that 
is significant is extracted 
from the resource material.

Excellent quality of written 
communication. The 
candidate will express 
complex subject matter 
using an appropriate 
form and style of writing. 
Material included in the 
answers will be relevant 
and clearly organised. 
It will involve the use of 
specialist vocabulary and 
be written legibly and 
with few, if any, errors in 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar.

3

The candidate will 
display an accurate to 
good knowledge and 
understanding of many 
of the relevant concepts/
ideas. Much of the body 
of knowledge that can be 
expected is given.

The candidate will display 
evidence of the ability 
to analyse and interpret 
the resource material 
but gaps, errors or 
misapprehensions may be 
in evidence.

Good quality of written 
communication. The 
candidate will express 
ideas using an appropriate 
form and style of writing. 
Material included will be 
relevant and organised 
but arguments may stray 
from the main point. 
Some specialist terms 
will be used and there 
may be occasional errors 
in spelling, punctuation 
and grammar. Legibility is 
satisfactory.

2

The candidate will display 
some accurate knowledge 
and understanding 
but alongside errors 
and significant gaps. 
The relevance of the 
information to the question 
may be tenuous.

The candidate will be able 
to show only limited ability 
to analyse and interpret 
the resource material 
and gaps, errors or 
misapprehensions may be 
clearly evidenced.

Basic quality of written 
communication. The 
candidate will have a form 
and style of writing which 
is not fluent. Only relatively 
simple ideas can be dealt 
with competently. Material 
included may have dubious 
relevance. There will 
be noticeable errors in 
spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. Writing may be 
illegible in places.

1
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Section A

1  (a)  (i)  Globally the world has 63% of births registered. However, there are 
variations in this rate across different regions. The least developed 
countries have a significantly higher proportion of births that are 
unregistered – 59.8%. Compared to MEDCs who only have 2.1% of 
their births unregistered.  [2] 
No use of figures max [1]  
 

  (ii)  Candidates may offer the following points. This is not a definitive list, 
mark each answer on individual merit. 

   Registration is higher in MEDCs because:
   •      It is a legal requirement; births must be registered within 42 days.
   • Cannot be registered with a GP until the child is registered on the 

Vital Register.
   • A “will” cannot be processed until a death certificate is supplied 

from Vital Registration.
   Registration is lower in LEDCs because:
   • Babies die before they are registered and the death of the baby is 

also unregistered.
   • There is no knowledge of the importance among the population.
   • Difficult to register as most have to travel a long distance to register 

and many have no transport and live in very remote locations.  [2]
   Only ONE reason is needed for [2]. One reason stated but poorly
   explained [1]. 

            
  (iii)  Candidates should identify the national census as the other source of 

population data. In terms of its main characteristics they could discuss 
any of the following. At least two characteristics are needed for full 
marks. 

   • It occurs every ten years
   • It asks a range of demographic, social and economic questions
   • It is a snapshot of the characteristics of a population at that 

moment
   This is not a definitive list. Mark any different characteristics offered on  

individual merit.  [3]
   Candidates who discuss vital registration [0].

 (b)  (i) 

 1 2 3 4 5

Niger Panama Austria Germany

Stages

Time

50

40

30

20

10 Death 
Rate

Birth 
Rate

Total 
Population

Births and Deaths per 
thousand per year

  

 

  

   • 4 or 3 correct = [2] marks
   • 2 or 1 correct = [1] mark [2]
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  (ii)  Candidates are expected to describe and explain the changes in birth 
rate across all the stages of the DTM. Do not award marks for death 
rate. Students do not need to name each stage for Level 3, e.g. High 
fluctuating, etc. An answer may include the following points: 

   
   Stage 1: High fluctuating
   Birth rate: High, approximately 40/1000
   
   Reasons may include:
   • Little health care, low life expectancy and no birth control.
   • Children needed to work
   • High infant mortality rate

   Stage 2: Early expanding
   Birth rate: Remains high

   Stage 3: Late expanding
   Birth rate: Starts to rapidly decrease, falling to approximately 20/1000. 
   • The birth rate falls quickly as birth control becomes available.
   • It also becomes beneficial to have smaller families as children 

become more expensive (i.e. they go to school rather than working) 
– this also leads the birth rate to fall.

   • The emancipation of women
   • Education made compulsory and child working laws 
   • Infant mortality rate drops 

   Stage 4: Low fluctuating
   Birth rate: Low (approximately 10/1000)

   Stage 5: Natural decrease
   Birth rate: Slowly decreasing
   • Birth rates also fall as people continue to choose careers over 

family, or as economic uncertainty puts people off having children.
   • Different countries have different reasons for being in Stage 5.
   • Countries in Stage 5 include Japan, Italy and Germany.

   All five stages are needed for Level 3 
   Figures are needed for Level 3 
   
   Level 3 ([5]–[6])
   All five stages of the DTM are present. Each stage clearly describes, 

with figures, the birth rate at that stage and clearly offers reasons for 
any changes as they occur across the DTM (figures are not needed for 
every stage). There is a clear depth of detail and understanding. 

   Level 2 ([3]–[4])
   One stage of the model may be omitted. The depth of detail on either 

the description or explanation may be less. There may be a lack of 
figures given for the birth rate.

   
   Level 1 ([1]–[2])
   There are errors and the quality of understanding is very poor.  
   Geographical terminology may be weak.                                        [6]             15
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2 (a) Candidates can discuss the following differences between the rural and urban 
  areas:
  POPULATION SIZE: Rural areas will have lower population totals and lower 

population densities. These will increase as urbanity increases. However, 
there is wide discrepancy over the number of people that make a settlement 
a village, town or city.

  
  ECONOMIC ACTIVITY: Rural settlements have traditionally been defined 

as places where most of the workforce are farmers or are engaged in 
other primary activities. In contrast, most of the workforces in urban areas 
are employed in secondary and service industries. Recently, more rural 
settlements have now become commuter settlement for people working in 
the nearby urban spaces so the traditional divide of farming and services has 
lessened.

  
  SERVICES: The provision of services, such as schools, hospitals, shops, 

public transport and banks is usually limited, at times absent, in the rural 
areas. There is a greater range of entertainment facilities in the urban area. 

  
  BUILDING HEIGHT: There would be a greater concentration of buildings and 

taller buildings in the urban area. This is due to competition pushing the price 
of the land upwards making it more economically viable to build upwards. 
Building height would decrease as you moved from urban to rural along the 
rural to urban continuum.    

  
  LAND USE: In the rural areas, settlements are widely spaced with open land 

between adjacent villages. In urban areas, settlements are often packed 
closely together and within towns there is a greater mixture of land use with 
residential, industrial, services and open-space provision. 

         
  They need to refer to the continuum and discuss how the level of urban and 

rural characteristics changes along the continuum. No reference to this then 
maximum of Level 2. They also need to refer to place. If no place is used, 
maximum Level 2.       

  
  Level 3 ([6]–[7])  
  A good, well written answer that has fully used the resource and their own 

knowledge (as outlined above). They have addressed the differences in 
detail and referred to the continuum with place(s) given.

  
  Level 2 ([3]–[5]) 
  Still a good answer but one aspect maybe less well answered. Responses 

that do not refer to the continuum will be placed into this level. The detail 
may be less.  Answers that are purely descriptive of rural and urban, 
maximum Level 2. No place(s) will be marked as Level 2.

  
  Level 1 ([1]–[2])  
  There may be inaccuracies, or the candidate demonstrates a poor   

understanding of the differences that are evident. The range of differences 
may be poor, and one aspect completely omitted.   [7]
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 (b)  Candidates only need to focus on the negative arguments against the 
development of a National Park in Northern Ireland. They need to use both 
the resources and their own knowledge. If either, the resources or their own 
material is omitted – limit to Level 2.

  
  Points they may include from the Resources;
  • Litter pollution left behind by tourists
  • Traffic congestion on narrow streets
  • The development of second homes
  • Footpath erosion/damage

  Other potential negative impacts they could discuss from their own 
knowledge include:

  • Increase in house prices with associated affordability and change in 
social mix; increase in rateable value of houses and property 

  • Possible impacts due to visitor numbers on the landscape, biodiversity 
and built heritage unless careful management is put into place.

  • Concerns have been raised about the powers of the National Park 
Authority. Local people feared that it would add an additional layer of 
bureaucracy to planning issues. 

  • The economic activities in the area which did not rely on tourism, such 
as sand extraction in the Mournes, feel threatened by the Park authority. 

  • Many believed that the proposed benefits of a National Park status 
might not be realised. 

  • Potential conflicts between tourism/recreation and landowners, 
especially if access points are not adequate 

  • Changes in employment profile – tourism jobs, which tend to be lower 
paid and seasonal  

  This is not a definitive list. Mark each answer on individual merit.  
  
  Level 3 ([6]–[8]) 
  A well written answer that has competently outlined the arguments against a 

National Park in Northern Ireland. They have mentioned specifics and have 
evidence of facts and figures for some of their arguments. There is clear 
evidence of resource use and own knowledge being provided. Quality of 
written communication is excellent.

  
  Level 2 ([3]–[5]) 
  Still a good answer but they may, however, lack facts or specifics in their 

point, more so relying on general statements to illustrate their points. Quality 
of written communication is good. Students who leave out either resource 
use or own knowledge entirely will be limited to this level.

   Level 1 ([1]–[2]) 
  The depth of understanding will be poor. Candidates offer vague statements 
  that may have inaccuracies. Quality of written communication is basic.      [8]                  15
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3  (a)  (i)  On Resource 3A we can see developing countries overall appear to 
have achieved a higher percentage of their goals by 2007, whereas 
Sub-Saharan Africa had achieved a lower percentage of all the goals 
by 2007. Africa appears to be making slower progress at achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals. The differences are greatest when we 
look at gender equality and access to water. No figures quoted max [2] 
[3]

  
  (ii)  Candidates need to only focus on one of the Millennium Development 

Goals. They need to show an understanding of how the goal has 
produced improvements in global development. No reference to how it 
improved global development max Level 2.

   Below are example points that they may offer in their answer. This is 
not a definitive list and candidates may use different points. Mark all 
evaluations on individual merit. 

   GOAL 1: ERADICATE POVERTY AND HUNGER   
   Points for evaluation may include:
     •  Extreme poverty has declined significantly over the last two 

decades. In 1990 nearly half the population in the developing world 
lived on less than $1.25 a day; that proportion has dropped to 14% 
in 2015. 

    •  Globally, the number of people living in extreme poverty has 
declined by more than half, falling from 1.9 billion in 1990 to 836 
million in 2015. Most progress has occurred since 2000. 

    •  The number of people in the working middle classes (live on more 
than $4 a day) has almost tripled between 1991 and 2015. This 
group now makes up half the workforce in the developing regions, 
up from just 18% in 1991.  

   •  The proportion of undernourished people in the developing regions 
has fallen by almost half since 1990, from 23.3% in 1990–1992 to 
12.9% in 2014–2016.  

   •  Despite enormous progress, even today, about 800 million people 
still live in extreme poverty and suffer from hunger. Over 160 million 
children under five have inadequate height for their age due to 
insufficient food.

 
   GOAL 2: ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION.  
   Points for evaluation may include:  
   •  The primary school net enrolment in the developing regions has 

reached 91% in 2015, up from 83% in 2000.  
   •  The number of out-of-school children of primary age worldwide has 

fallen by almost half, to an estimated 57 million in 2015, down from 
100 million in 2000.  

   •  Sub-Saharan Africa has had the best record of improvement in 
primary education of any region since the MDGs were created. 
The region achieved a 20% increase in the net enrolment from 
2000–2015, compared to a gain of 8% in 1990–2000.

    •  The literacy rate among youth aged 15–24 has increased globally 
from 83% to 91% between 1990 and 2015. The gap between 
women and men has narrowed.

   GOAL 3: PROMOTE GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWER WOMEN. 
Points for evaluation may include:  

   •  Many more girls are now in school compared to 15 years ago. 
The developing regions as a whole have achieved the target 
to eliminate gender disparity in primary, secondary and tertiary 
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education.  

   •  In Southern Asia, only 74 girls were enrolled in primary school for 
every 100 boys in 1990. Today, 103 girls are enrolled for every 100 
boys.

    •  Between 1991 and 2015, the proportion of women in vulnerable 
employment as a share of the total female employment has 
declined from 13%.   

   •  Women have gained ground in parliamentary representation in 
nearly 90% of the 174 countries with data over the last 20 years. 
The average proportion of women in parliament has doubled during 
the same period. Many students may reference women getting the 
vote for the first time in Saudi Arabia in 2015.   

   •  Women do remain, however, at a disadvantage in the labour 
market. Globally about three-quarters of working-age men 
participate in the labour force, compared to only half of working-age 
women.  

    •  Women earn 24% less than men globally.  
   •  Despite continuous progress, today the world has still far to go 

towards equal gender representation in private and public decision 
making.

   GOAL 4: REDUCE CHILD MORTALITY.  
   Points for evaluation may include:  
   •  The global under-5 mortality rate has declined by more than half, 

dropping from 90 to 43 deaths per 1000 live births between 1990 
and 2015.  

   •  Despite population growth in the developing regions, the number of 
deaths of children under five has declined from 12.7 million in 1990 
to almost 6 million in 2015, globally.  

   •  Since the early 1990s, the rate of reduction of under-five mortality 
rate has more than tripled globally. 

    •  In Sub-Saharan Africa, the annual rate of reduction of under-five 
mortality rate was five times faster during 2005–2013 than it was 
during 1990–1995.   

   •  Measles vaccination helped prevent nearly 15.6 million deaths 
between 2000 and 2013. The number of globally reported measles 
cases declined by 67% for the same period.  

   •  About 84% of children worldwide received at least one dose of 
measles vaccine in 2013, up from 73% in 2000.   

   •  However, big gaps exist between the poorest and the richest 
households. Under-five mortality rates are almost twice as high for 
children in the poorest households as for children in the richest.   

   •  Also, gaps exist between rural and urban areas. In rural areas only 
56% of births are attended by a trained skilled health professional 
compared to 87% in the urban areas. 

   GOAL 5: IMPROVE MATERNAL HEALTH.  
   Points for evaluation may include:  
   •  Since 1990, the maternal mortality rate has declined by 45% 

worldwide, and most of the reduction has occurred since 2000.  
   •  In Southern Asia, the maternal mortality rate declined by 64% 

between 1990 and 2013, and in Sub-Saharan Africa it fell by 49%.   
   •  More than 71% of births were assisted by skilled health personnel 

globally in 2014, an increase from 59% in 1990.  
   •  In Northern Africa, the proportion of pregnant women who received 

four or more antenatal visits increased from 50% to 89% between 
1990 and 2014.  
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   •  Contraceptive prevalence among women aged 15 to 49, married or 
in a union, increased from 55% in 1990 worldwide to 64% in 2015.   

   •  However, gaps exist between rural and urban areas. In rural 
areas only 56% of births are attended by a trained skilled health 
professional compared to 87% in the urban areas.   

   •  The maternal mortality in the developing regions is 14 times higher 
than in the developed regions. 

     •  In the developing regions it is estimated that just half of pregnant 
women receive the recommended minimum of four antenatal care 
visits. 

   GOAL 6: COMBAT HIV/AIDS, MALARIA AND OTHER DISEASES.  
Points for evaluation may include:  

   •  New HIV infections fell by approximately 40% between 2000 and 
2013, from an estimated 3.5 million cases to 2.1 million. 

   •  By June 2014, 13.6 million people living with HIV were receiving 
antiretroviral therapy (ART) globally, an increase from 800 000 in 
2003. ART averted 7.6 million deaths from Aids between 1995 and 
2013.  

   •  Over 6.2 million malaria deaths have been averted between 2000 
and 2015, primarily of children under five years of age in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. The global malaria incidence rate has fallen by 
an estimated 37% and the mortality rate by 58%.  

   •  More than 900 million insecticide-treated mosquito nets were 
delivered to malaria-endemic countries in Sub-Saharan Africa 
between 2004 and 2014.  

   •  Between 2000 and 2013, tuberculosis prevention, diagnosis and 
treatment saved an estimated 37 million lives. The TB mortality rate 
fell by 45% and the prevalence rate by 41% between 1990 and 2013.  

   •  However, only an estimated 36% of the 31.5 million people living 
with HIV in the developing regions were receiving ART in 2013. 

   GOAL 7: ENSURE ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY.  
   Points for evaluation may include:  
   •  Ozone depleting substances have been virtually eliminated since 

1990, and the ozone layer is expected to recover by the middle of 
this century.  

   •  Terrestrial and marine protected areas have increased substantially 
since 1990. In Latin America and the Caribbean, coverage of 
terrestrial protected areas rose from 8.8% to 23.4% between 1990 
and 2014. 

   •  In 2015, 91% of the global population is using an improved drinking 
water source, compared to 76% in 1990.  

   •  Of the 2.6 billion people who have gained access to improved 
drinking water since 1990, 1.9 billion gained access to piped 
drinking water on premises. Over half the global population (58%) 
now enjoy this higher level of service.  

   •  Worldwide, 2.1 billion people have gained access to improved 
sanitation. However, in 2015, one in three people (2.4 billion) still 
use unimproved sanitation facilities.    

   •  The proportion of urban population living in slums in the developing 
world fell from approximately 39.4% in 2000 to 29.7% in 2014. 
However, over 880 million people are estimated to still be living in 
slum-like conditions in the developing world’s cities.   

   •  Global emissions of carbon dioxide have increased by over 50% 
since 1990.  

   •  5.2 million hectares of forest were lost in 2010, an area the size of 
Costa Rica.  

   •  Overexploitation of marine fish stocks led to declines in the 
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percentage of fish stocks within safe biological limits.  

   •  Species are declining overall in numbers and distribution. This 
means they are increasingly threatened with extinction.   

   •  Water scarcity affects 40% of the people in the world and is 
projected to increase. 

   GOAL 8: DEVELOP A GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR
   DEVELOPMENT.  
   Points for evaluation may include: 
   •  Official development assistance from developed regions increased 

by 66% between 2000 and 2014, reaching $135 billion.  
   •  In 2014, Denmark, Luxembourg, Norway, Sweden, and the United 

Kingdom continued to exceed the United Nations development 
assistance target of 0.7% of gross national income.  

   •  In 2014, 79% of imports from developing regions to developed 
countries were admitted duty free, up from 65% in 2000.  

   •  Internet population has grown from just over 6% of the world’s 
population in 2000 to 43% in 2015. As a result, 3.2 billion people 
are linked to a global network of content and applications.   

   •  As of 2015, 95% of the world’s population is covered by a mobile 
cellular signal.  

   •  The number of mobile-cellular subscriptions has grown almost 
tenfold in the last 15 years. 

   Level 3 ([5]–[6])
   There is a clear understanding of the benefits to global development 

through improvements in this Goal. They have been able to do this 
effectively with accurate figures. They also show an understanding of 
the improvements that still need to occur. 

   
   Level 2 ([3]–[4])
   Candidates who fail to discuss the impact on global development will 

be restricted to this level. The answer may also lack figures or depth of 
knowledge about the Goal they have chosen.

   
   Level 1 ([1]–[2])
   There are errors and the quality of understanding is very poor. 

Geographical terminology may be weak. [6]

 (b) Below are the points that could be made in relation to globalisation and  
its impact on the aspects given; it is not a definitive list, so mark on individual 
merit.

 
  Culture: It destroys individual cultural identities between countries and 

creates one global culture. Diversity of culture across the world is corroded 
and many suggest it leads to the Americanisation of the world. It may lead to 
a world where we are all watching the same programmes, eating the same 
food and wearing the same clothes etc. They could say that it adds to culture 
by creating tolerance as we become more exposed to different cultures. 

  Environment: Environmental issues have been raised, some have been 
accused of creating dangerous chemicals. Many TNCs work in countries 
with less stringent environmental protection laws.

 
  Economy: Low payment, many workers earn $1 to $2 per day; profits made 

in TNCs leave the host country and return to the company headquarters; 
there is little of the profit invested back into the host countries; also, some 
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large TNCs have been accused of tax avoidance. Others will 
argue that it adds to the economies by creating employment 
and disposable income.

  Society: Malpractice by companies: mistreatment of workers, 
very low wages and inhumane working conditions; Child labour 
laws are also abused by some companies.

 
  Politics: Large amounts of money are offered to attract TNCs to some 

countries. There are those who argue that this money (from taxpayers) 
should have been invested in some other more directly beneficial aspects 
of development; decisions are made at headquarters with no regard for the 
branch factories or its workers.

  Mark as 2 × [3]                                                                                               [6] 
Impacts can be positive or negative                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                             Section A  
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Section B

4  This answer is based on the student’s national case study of a fertility policy so 
the content will vary depending on the case study chosen. This policy can be 
either pro-natalist or anti-natalist. Students should clearly describe their policy 
and then evaluate it by offering both the positive and negative impact. This does 
not have to be balanced for Level 3, but both need to be present. 

 A large number of students will discuss China and points that could be discussed are:
 
 Positive points:
 • China has become economically well developed in the last decade and 

some of that success must be attributed to the anti-natalist policy.
 • It has been claimed that the Chinese no longer want to have large families 

and that this change in attitude can be attributed to the one-child policy.
 • The policy has met with some success in demographics. There were 
  10 million fewer births in 1979 than in 1970, and during this time the BR has 

halved. China has brought fertility levels down. Currently, the total fertility 
rate is down from 6 in 1960 to 1.7 in 2000. No other country has achieved 
such a dramatic reduction in 40 years. 

 
 Negative points: 
 • The Chinese population is ageing and in the future there will be a reduced 

labour force. The proportion over 60 has increased from 7% in 1953 to 10% 
in 2000 and is predicted to reach 27% by 2050. 

 • With fewer young people and more elderly as life expectancy increases, 
there are problems regarding care for the elderly. 

 • The policy has resulted in a population pyramid dominated by boys. 
  117 boys to 100 girls are born in China, while the world ratio is 105 to 100; 

in some rural areas, the ratio of newborn boys is 144 to 100 girls. Males will 
outnumber females by 43 million by 2010. 

 • The sex imbalance may, in the future, create new social problems because 
there will be a shortage of wives.  

 • Normal family structures have changed drastically. Children have grown 
up without siblings and the next generation will have no aunts, uncles or 
cousins and it is claimed that the one and only child may grow up as 
overindulged – the so-called ‘spoilt brat syndrome’. The Chinese authorities 
had claimed that the one-child policy would be beneficial to women. 
However, recent evidence shows that women were adversely affected. Late 
abortions and compulsory sterilisations carry serious risks for a woman’s 
physical and mental health. There are also claims of women being beaten by 
husbands if their one child was female.

 Level 3: ([11]–[15])
 A detailed and well written answer that fully discusses the positive and negative 

impact of their chosen fertility policy. They discuss their issues competently in 
relation to a case study. They have been able to illustrate their answer with place 
names and where appropriate figures.  Quality of written communication is excellent.

 Level 2: ([6]–[10])
 This is still a good answer but the depth will be less. The candidate may lack 

figures and case study details and offer more general comments in relation to 
effects. The depth of knowledge may be less and students who only discuss 
the positive or the negative will be restricted to this level. Quality of written 
communication is good.

 Level 1: ([1]–[5])
 A poor answer that shows a very limited understanding of the issues created by 
 their fertility policy. Answers that only describe a fertility policy are limited to this 
 level.  There may be serious errors and the quality of written communication may be 
 poor. Candidates who have no case study will be limited to this level.  [15] 15                          
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5  The issues facing inner city areas in MEDCs identified in the syllabus are: social 
and economic deprivation, re-urbanisation and gentrification. Pupils do not need 
to address all aspects but two issues are needed.

 
 If discussing economic and social deprivation they need to be able to describe 

the levels of deprivation using a selection of social and economic indicators. 
Vague comments are not acceptable for Level 3. They need to produce place 
names and figures for Level 3. In relation to gentrification the same applies. They 
need to have a clear understanding of the process of gentrification and they 
need to be able to produce case study specifics in relation to this process. Place 
names are needed for Level 3 rather than a general discussion of this process in 
MEDCs. 

 Figures and place names are not required for both of the processes they have 
selected but they must be used at some point. 

 
 Level 3 ([11]–[15])
 A detailed and well written answer that fully discusses at least two issues 

in MEDC inner cities. They discuss their issues competently in relation to a 
case study. They have been able to illustrate their answer with place names 
and, where appropriate, figures. Quality of written communication and use of 
terminology is excellent. 

 
 Level 2 ([6]–[10])
 This is still a good answer but the depth will be less. The candidate may lack 

figures and case study details and offer more general comments in relation 
to the processes chosen. Terminology may be restricted. Quality of written 
communication is good. 

 
 Level 1 ([1]–[5])
 A poor answer that shows a very limited understanding of the issues in inner city 
 MEDCs. There may be serious errors and the quality of communication may be 

poor. Candidates who discuss issues in LEDCs will be limited to this level. 
 There may be poor use of terminology.            [15]            15 
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6  The candidates need to show both the negative and positive effect Aid has had 
on their case study and they must show how this has influenced the development 
of their chosen country. 

 
 Possible benefits they may discuss could include:
 • Much short term and humanitarian aid can help save lives following a natural  

disaster. This aid will provide shelter and urgent medical supplies so save 
lives. This will reduce the burden on the LEDCs to find the resources to do 
this and thus help development in the long run. The aid will also help the 
country rebuild itself faster and develop. 

 • Aid can improve the standard of living of people in LEDCs. Examples should 
be given. 

 • Aid sent to help following epidemics reduces the burden on LEDCs to cope 
with these outbreaks. Aid sent to help African countries with Ebola would 
have provided medical teams and medical supplies – reducing the financial 
impact of such outbreaks on LEDCs. This would also help more people 
survive, especially more economically active which will help development in 
the long run.

 
 The negative effect of aid may include: 
 • A lot of aid sent never reaches the people who need it the most. Due 

to dictatorships, poor administration systems and corrupt governments 
money is not used to help improve the standard of living of the majority and 
therefore the impact on development is less. Aid very often does not reach 
the poorest people who need it the most.

 • Aid can have interest rates attached to the loans provided. These loans can 
then increase the level of debt for that country. Countries very often struggle 
to earn enough money to make the repayments and large amounts of the 
money they produce have to be used for debt repayment. This leaves less 
money for development projects and thus the rate of development will be 
slower.

 
 Candidates will discuss that when aid is sent as Voluntary aid the impact on 

development tends to be greater and more meaningful. There are fewer benefits 
on development when aid is sent as multilateral or bilateral aid.  

  
 Level 3 ([11]–[15]) 
 A well written answer that has fully addressed the positive and the negative 

effects and stated clearly the effect this has had on development. The candidate 
has case study specific examples of the effect of aid, rather than a collection 
of general comments. Good use of appropriate terminology. Quality of written 
communication is excellent.

 Level 2 ([6]–[10]) 
 Candidates who only outline the advantages and disadvantages of aid with 

no link made to development will also be limited to this level. The range of 
points offered may be fewer. Terminology may be restricted. Quality of written 
communication is good.

 
 Level 1 ([1]–[5])
 A poor answer with a limited understanding of the issues connected to aid and 

development. There may be inaccuracies and the quality of communication may 
be poor. Terminology may be poor. [15]
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