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Foreword
This booklet outlines the performance of candidates in all aspects of CCEA’s General 
Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) in English Literature for this series.

CCEA hopes that the Chief Examiner’s and/or Principal Moderator’s report(s) will be viewed 
as a helpful and constructive medium to further support teachers and the learning process.

This booklet forms part of the suite of support materials for the specification.  Further 
materials are available from the specification’s microsite on our website at www.ccea.org.uk.
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GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE

Chief Examiner’s Report

Assessment Unit 1   The Study of Prose

Introduction

The introduction of a new specification tends to be met with some degree of trepidation, 
but it was apparent that both teachers and pupils recognised that, although the outward 
appearance may change, the fundamental aspects being assessed remained constant.  
Consequently, it was apparent that the same high level of teaching and learning observed in 
previous years was once again evident.
The comments that follow aim to highlight the strengths and weaknesses found in the 
examination responses by examiners during the Summer 2018 series.  I would like to extend 
my thanks to these examiners and my own Senior Examining Team for their thoughtful 
comments.  I hope that these comments help to inform planning for the future.
Section A: 
All prose questions were felt to be appropriate. ‘Of Mice and Men’ was the most popular text 
and both ‘Of Mice and Men’ questions were mostly handled well by the candidates.  Lots 
of argument was presented about the character of Crooks.  A weakness noted in the 5(b) 
responses was that often general points about every character on the ranch were offered, 
rather than focusing on individuals in detail.  AO2 was dealt with well, including presentation 
of characters, setting and structure.  It was noted that candidates still waste time on lengthy 
introductions which generally focus on contextual points that are not worthy of credit.  
Candidates’ responses varied, showing that the question paper catered for varying abilities 
and was accessible for all candidates.  There was clear evidence of purposeful preparation 
for the examination from many candidates, with sound textual knowledge and quotations 
used.  Generally, understanding of the set questions were clear.
The questions were successful in allowing candidates of differing abilities to make 
appropriate responses.  Responses were placed in a full range of Mark Bands.  
Nearly all candidates attempted both sections of the paper.
Q1 Both parts (a) and (b) were answered well by candidates.  “Powerless” was less 

addressed at times, however, than “victim”.
Q2 No responses seen. 
Q3 A small number of candidates answered on this text.  Both questions were deemed to 

have been answered well by candidates.
Q4 The majority of candidates who answered on this text answered Question 4 (a).  Most 

candidates were able to discuss the various characters in the novel that they believed 
to be treated unfairly.  Some candidates, however, failed to address the second part 
of the question – Who is treated most unfairly?  Stronger answers showed how able 
candidates skilfully linked these two elements of the question together throughout 
their writing.

Q5 As noted previously, the vast majority of candidates responded to this text. There 
was clear understanding of Question 5 (a) with a wide variety of marks awarded.  
Question 5 (b) was answered with a wide variety of content.  Examiners noted that 
some candidates struggled to focus on the question and seemed to attempt to make 
prepared responses “fit” the question. 
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Q6 There were a few responses with good engagement and understanding but references 
to AO2 were often limited.

Q7 A number of strong responses to Question 7 (a) were seen, although some candidates 
addressed the “strong” element and then used “good/bad leader” as an argument 
rather than as a counter-argument.  There were significantly less responses to 
Question 7 (b) which was approached well in the main. 

Examiners reported that some of the linguistic terminology was outstanding and teachers 
had obviously introduced candidates to a high level of sophisticated vocabulary.
Section B: 
The level of language in the Unseen Prose extract was deemed to have been appropriate for 
the candidates, nevertheless, they benefitted from the glossary provided. 
Candidates were generally able to identify a range of methods and most were able to 
respond using the key terms from the question.  There was evidence that only a few 
candidates were unsure of how to address the unseen stimulus and their responses tended 
to be simplistic and not directly linked to the question and/or contained lots of narrative and 
description.
Again a wide variety of marks were awarded to Section B.  There was a tendency by some 
candidates to ‘spot’ techniques without really addressing the situational context and how 
the Writer’s Technique impacted the story. 
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Contact details
The following information provides contact details for key staff members:
• Specification Support Officer: Joan Jennings
 (telephone: (028) 9026 1200, extension: 2552, email: jjennings@ccea.org.uk)

• Officer with Subject Responsibility: Olivia McNeill
 (telephone: (028) 9026 1200, extension: 2963, email: omcneill@ccea.org.uk)
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