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GCSE Geography (Summer 2020) 
 
Unit 3 Fieldwork 

Unit 3 Fieldwork was assessed for the first time in Summer 2019.  The senior examining team noted that 
candidates were well prepared for this external written examination. In particular it was pleasing to note that 

all candidates had access to their fieldwork statement and table of data in the examination as required.  
 
Following feed-back from the examining team, we are issuing the following guidance to all centres.  The 
guidance relates to entries for this unit in Summer 2020. 
 
Centres are reminded that the fieldwork investigation should be related to Units 1 or 2.   The fieldwork 
investigation should be based on one aim and a minimum of two appropriate hypotheses.   Each hypothesis 
should be a basic statement which is to be tested and must not include any reference to likely 
explanation/interpretation.  For example, an hypothesis relating to bedload size or river cross section area 
should not make reference to relevant theory such as erosional processes.  Likewise, hypotheses relating to 
urban studies should not make reference to relevant theory such as bid-rent theory. 
 
Thus acceptable hypotheses would be:  

• Bedload decreases in size with distance downstream. 

• Cross section area increases downstream. 

• The percentage of residential land use increases with distance from the CBD. 
 
After collecting their data, candidates must create a fieldwork statement and table of data.  
 
The fieldwork statement  
The fieldwork statement must include: 

• A title; 

• A statement of the aim and hypotheses that the candidate is testing; and 

• Details of the location of the study (including a map, if appropriate). 
 
Centres should note that only one map is permitted, the map may be annotated to show the data collection 
points.  A brief description of the location is permitted; e.g. identifying the source and mouth of the river and 
any points of interest along its course such as settlements, woodland etc.  For an urban based fieldwork 
investigation a short paragraph may be included describing the transect, urban planning scheme or inner city 
area chosen, for example identifying start and end points, identifying street names and data collection points as 
appropriate.   
 
Candidates must not address other elements of the fieldwork investigation, such as methodology or relevant 
theory, in this statement.  Where an examiner finds other elements of the fieldwork investigation present in the 
submitted fieldwork statement, the script and accompanying fieldwork statement and table of data will be 
referred to the malpractice committee.  For further information relating to malpractice see the JCQ document: 
Suspected Malpractice in Examinations and Assessments, available to download from www.jcq.org.uk. 
 
The table of data 
The table of data must include: 

• Primary data essential for investigating the aim of the study; candidates may include secondary data, if 



 

 

relevant; 

• Data collected for all variables relevant to the aim of the study; 

• Quantitative data (numerical scores) to allow for graphical representation; candidates may include 
qualitative data, if relevant; 

• Normal conventions, such as a title, and all variables clearly stated, along with their precise units of 
measurement. 

 
Limited manipulation of raw data is permitted; for example, average river depth, average river velocity, 
percentage residential land use.  In each case the resulting value is treated as raw data.   
 
The table of data should take the form of a summary table of data including only the final, collated data; there 
is no need to include multiple readings used to calculate an average or percentage value being used as raw data.   
 
We expect candidates to use ICT to present both their fieldwork statement and their table of data.   
 
At the end of the examination, candidates must attach their fieldwork statement and table of data to their 
script, along with a completed cover sheet as the front cover.  The number of pages attached (including the 
cover sheet) must be clearly shown.  The cover sheet must be signed by the candidate and authenticated by the 
teacher.  A copy of the cover sheet may be downloaded from the Geography microsite: 
www.ccea.org.uk/geography.  
 
We do not assess the fieldwork statement or the table of data.   
 
To find out more about our GCSE Geography Unit 3 Fieldwork: 
• Go to www.ccea.org.uk and visit the GCSE Geography microsite; or 
• Contact Margaret McMullan (Principal Officer), see below for contact details. 
 

 
 
If you have any queries regarding the content of this circular please contact:  

 
Margaret McMullan at CCEA on: (028) 9026 1200 ext: 2285 
 
Email: mmcmullan@ccea.org.uk     
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