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GCE Geography: Unit  A2 Processes and Issues in Human 
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Option B: Planning for Sustainable Settlements 
 
 
 
We have amended the layout of one section within the above A2 Geography option.  The amendment relates to 
the following content: 
 
 

Content Learning Outcomes Spatial Context 
Requirement 

2. Urban planning and 
design in relation to 
sustainability                

Students should be able to:    
 
explain how urban design, planning and management 
relates to sustainability in:  
                             
- eco-towns or cities; 
- residential space: defensible space (and 

associated housing design); 
- greenfield and brownfield development;  
- the environmental and social consequences of the 

development of retail parks, including their 
competition with town centres; and  

- leisure and sports facilities, open space and urban 
parks. 

 
 
For (ii) those characteristics 
that affect or have affected 
urban planning and design in 
one city, for example Belfast 
or Stockholm 
 

 
 
Following feedback from teachers, we have amended the layout of this section of content only in order to clarify 
the spatial context requirement.  This section is now laid out as follows:        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Content Learning Outcomes Spatial Context 
Requirement 

2. Urban planning and 
design in relation to 
sustainability                

Students should be able to:                                          
 
explain how urban design, planning and management 
relates to sustainability in:   
                            

(i) eco-towns or cities; 
(ii) residential space: defensible space (and 

associated housing design); 
(iii) greenfield and brownfield development;  
(iv) the environmental and social consequences of 

the development of retail parks, including 
their competition with town centres; and  

(v) leisure and sports facilities, open space and 
urban parks. 

 
 
 
 
For (ii)–(v) those 
characteristics that affect or 
have affected urban 
planning and design in one 
city, for example Belfast or 
Stockholm 
 

 
 
Please note that the content of this section of the specification has not changed.  There are also no amendments 
to the layout of any other section of the specification.  
          
 

  
 

 
 
If you have any queries regarding the content of this circular please contact:  

 
Margaret McMullan at CCEA on: (028) 9026 1200 ext: 2285 
 
Mobile No. 07795642651  
 
Email: mmcmullan@ccea.org.uk  
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