
 

 

Circular S/IF/36/18 
 
August 2018 
 
To: The Principals of Post-primary Schools and Directors of Further and Higher Education 

For circulation to: All Heads of Geography and Examination Officers 

 
GCE Geography 
 
Amendments to specification: first teaching from September 2018 

We would like to thank all the teachers who gave us feedback on their experiences delivering the revised GCE 
Geography specification.  We reviewed the feedback and decided to submit a formal request to the regulators 

to amend the specification.  We were delighted to receive regulatory approval in July.  As a result we have 
decided to implement the amended specification with immediate effect (first teaching September 2018).   
 
The amended specification, specimen assessment materials and scheme of work are available to download from 
www.ccea.org.uk/geography.  
 
The amendments are as follows: 
 
 

Spec ref Learning outcome 

AS Unit 1 Physical Geography 

1(b)(ii) We have clarified the number and range of management strategies required: 
 
Understand how and why environmentally sensitive and sustainable management 

strategies (washlands, afforestation and land-use zoning) are needed to manage river 
channels 

1(b)(iii)  We have reduced the case study requirement: 
 
For (iii) one case study from either an LEDC, for example Pakistan (2010), or from an 
MEDC, for example Somerset Levels (2014) 

3(a) (i) We have clarified the need to consider vertical and horizontal heat transfers in the 
atmosphere only. 
 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the global energy balance, including 
vertical and horizontal heat transfers in the atmosphere and the role of ocean currents. 

3(a) (ii) We have clarified the need to understand the role of the pressure gradient and Coriolis 
force. 
 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the general circulation of the atmosphere 
including surface pressure belts, winds, the tri-cellular model, jet streams and upper 
westerly winds (in relation to the pressure gradient and Coriolis forces). 

3(a) (iii) We have clarified that this section relates only to air temperatures. 
 
Explain the factors that influence air temperature including latitude, distance from the 
sea/continentality, altitude, ocean currents and seasonality. 

3(b)(i) We have replaced the term ‘cyclonic’ with the more accurate term ‘frontal’. 
 
Explain the formation of precipitation (orographic or relief, frontal and convectional). 
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3(c)(i) We have removed the requirement for understanding of ENSO including La Niña. 
 
Demonstrate knowledge of the changes to global weather patterns associated with the El 
Niño Southern Oscillation and events. 

AS Unit 2 Human Geography 

1(c) (iv) We have responded to queries relating to the case study requirement by adding an 
additional learning outcome:  

 

Evaluate the impact of one fertility policy (either anti-natalist or pro-natalist). 

A2 Unit 1 Physical Processes, Landforms and Management: Option D Climate Change – Past and 

Present 

3(i) We have clarified the wording of the learning outcome: 

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the evidence for recent climate change 
and links to human activities (enhanced greenhouse effect); 

4(i) We have removed the repeat reference to ‘global climate change’. 

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of attempts to address global climate change 
through mitigation (reducing emissions) and adaptation (reducing vulnerability). 

A2 Unit 2 Processes and Issues in Human Geography: Option B Planning for Sustainable Settlements 

2  We have merged the two sub-bullets in this section:  
 
Explain how urban design, planning and management relates to sustainability in: 

- eco-towns or cities; 
- residential space: defensible space (and associated housing design); 
- greenfield and brownfield development; 
- the environmental and social consequences of the development of retail parks, 

including their competition with town centres; and 
- leisure and sports facilities, open space and urban parks. 

A2 Unit 2 Processes and Issues in Human Geography: Option D Tourism 

3 (ii) We have clarified the scales that are appropriate for the case study element of this 
learning outcome: 
 
Spatial context requirement: for (ii) those benefits and negative impacts that are 
illustrated in one national or small scale case study of ecotourism, for example Costa 
Rica or Belize or a study within a country. 

 
 

 
 
If you have any queries regarding the content of this circular please contact:  

 
Margaret McMullan at CCEA on: (028) 9026 1200 ext: 2285 
 
Mobile No.  077 9564 2651  
 
Email: mmcmullan@ccea.org.uk  
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